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First Communion

First Communion instruction
will take place with the 5th
graders on Saturdays, March

and April 4, from 1:30 pm—3:30 pm at th
church.
They will celebrate their 1st communion o

Maundy Thursday, April 9 at 7:00 p.m. at

Vermont.

God

raised him
on the
third day :
and allowed B
him to
appear....
Acts 10:40, NRSV
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Please note -- to keep our
communications clear and our minis-
tries at Vermont running smoothly,
please let Linda at the church office
know about the ministry or other activ-
ity your group is holding so that it can

be placed on our church activities calendar.

This will help in avoiding overlapping

scheduling for the same room/space at the church.
Thank you.

Lenten Worship Schedule

Wed., April 1—7:00 pm Midweek Lente
Worship

F

Holy Week

Worship Services

Palm Sunday, Apr. 59:30 am Worship
w/Holy Communia
Maundy Thursday, Apr. 9— 7:00 pm Wc
ship w/Holy Communion
and First Communion for

5th graders.

Good Friday, Apr. 10 — 7:00 pm Tenebr
Worshi

Easter Sun., Apr. 12 —7:00 am Ecumeni

cal Easter Sunrise worshif
at Midland Methodist
Church

Easter Sun., Apr. 12—9:30 am Festive

Easter Worship w/Holy
Communion at Vermont

Vermont Lutheran Church

Is affiliated with the
South- Central Synod of

Wisconsin of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America.

“God’s Work, Our Hands”

n




ermont utheran  hurch

9886 Vermont Church Road
Black Earth, WI 53515
Telephone (608) 767-3312

Office Hours at the Church:
T,W, Th—9:00am—2:00 pm
E-mail address: Vermont Church@tds.net

Website: vermontlutheran.org

Pastor Rev. Chad L. Christensen

767-3312 (office) 437-7245 (home)
email: chchriste@yahoo.com

Secretary Linda Watkins 795-4714
Organist Marguerite Parrell 767-2427
Choir Director Marguerite Parrell 767-2427
Custodian Joyce Parrell 767-3982
Your Church Officers
President Peter Antonie 767-2641
Vice President  Klover Schafer 795-4365
Secretary Bonnie Dauck 798-4161
Treasurer Patty Herrling 798-2268
Council Members Jon Urness 767-2471
Gary Olsen 767-3988
Scott Berger 795-4547
Jill Stone-Brisky 643-8780
Bill Kennedy 795-2921
Who to Contact
Worship & Music Marguerite Parrell 767-2427
Missions Klover Schafer 795-4365
Evangelism Bonnie Dauck 798-4161
Stewardship Jill Stone-Brisky 643-8780
Endowment Karsten Haugen 767-5586
Building & Grounds Committee
Jim Ludolph 767-2272
Michael Dauck 798-4161
Greg Herrling 798-2268
Women'’s Group & Activities
President Donna Dybdahl 767-3674
V. President Marlene Ludolph 767-2272
Secretary Marguerite Parrell 767-2427
Treasurer Shirley Brandt 767-3030
Activities
Library Connie Goderstad 767-3477
Joan Skalet 767-2289
Sunday School Joanie Haugen 767-3327
Confirmation Pastor Chad 767-3312
Service Volunteers Shirley Brandt 767-3030
Newsletter Linda Watkins 795-4714
Kitchen Virginia Urness 767-3493
Janet Everson 588-3820
(Cell)206-1805
Cemetery Dave Haugen 767-3313

BIBLE STUDY OPPORTUNITIES!

Please fill out the enclosed survey about
the Bible Study that will begin the week of
May 3rd and run 8 weeks.

By filling out the survey, you can give your
choice of studies you prefer as well as
times you_would like to meet.

Apriy
April 5 Karsten Haugen
Jerrold Stenli
7 Gloria Barsness
8 Kasey Pappas
10 Mary Nelson
11 Lauren Berger

12 Janelle Endres

13 Kenneth Johnson
Pam Johnson

14 Tom Watkins

16 Travis Berger
Levi McKenzie

19 Brenda Barsness
Evelyn Brager
Marlene Ludolph
Kayla Nelson

20 Phyllis Bower
Leah Hargraves
Jerry Howery

22 Kevin Schaub

24 Kyler Mahoney

26 Noah King

28 Jack Haugen

29 Estela Ohlrogge
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www.vermontlutheran.org
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$ CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS $

The contribution statements for the first quarter
will not be sent out to everyone.

However, if you do wish to receive a
statement for the first quarter, please call
Linda at the church office (767-3312),
Tuesday thru Thursday.

All 2nd quarter statements will be mailed out in
July, 2009.

2009 Treasurer’s Summary—Budget vs. Actual
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From Pastor Chad’'s Desk . . .

God, Jealous??!

As Lutherans, we observe seven “marks” in our church
life together—areas that support and guide our own participation
in God’s ministry, as we are all ministers of the church. These
seven marks are: Prayer, Worship , Study, Giving, Serving
Encouraging, Inviting.

My focus this month is on worship. | am writing this
article on March 15", after having just read and preached on the
Ten Commandments in worship. In the reading from Exodus 20,
we read of God’s words to Moses and the Israelite people: “You
shall have no other gods before me”  (v. 3), and “Remember
the sabbath day, and keep it holy” (v. 8). We have known
these scriptures perhaps better than most any other...having
taught and learned them in Sunday school, memorized them and their meaning in Confirmation, and realizing
them again when they come up in the worship readings lectionary cycle. But next to these two verses, which
are about our worship practices (or lack thereof), is a peculiar verse...God reveals something about God's
self that is quite vulnerable for God to say: “l the LORD your God am a jealous God...” (v.5). This refer-
ence regards God’s want for a strong relationship with us, for us to attend to Him rather than other idols.
There are many competitors for our attention, whether they are things tangible, like television, food, money,
the cottage cabin, our pets, or things intangible, like our time, sleep, travel, sporting events...any of these in
all their goodness can shift to becoming an idol if we “mis-place” these, that is, place them as center of our
lives so that they come to our attention ahead of or in replacement of honoring the sabbath and worshiping
God.

Now, as | state this, | am not a “chapel marm.” | don’t check to see who is in church or not in church—
| certainly am unable to do this right now, anyways, because | am still getting to know the many people of
Vermont! But | suppose there is an underlying guilt at play when, while I am shopping in aisle 5 of Miller’s
grocery, someone sees me coming and they say, “Oh, pastor, | am sorry | wasn't at church...” Don’t worry, |
won't cast judgment...l am simply trying to find where the pickles and relishes are located. Yet, what |
suppose is at play here is something about the very blueprint of our selves. God has created us to be in
relationship to Him—we are hardwired for this, it is true. God’'s laws are written on our hearts, the scriptures
say (Deuteronomy 30:14), and so we ourselves know when we have been lacking in tending to God and to
our spirituality.

One may say, “I can worship God out in the boat or while | jog.” This is true, to an extent. But how
will God speak a word of love and forgiveness to you? Even the most beautiful of all sunsets on the hiking
trail cannot tell us such. And so, the goodness of human community worshiping together (which includes in-
home pastoral visitation and home communion), confessing our sins together, praying and praising God in
our hymns together, there is no replacement for these acts. God’'s agency, the church, is responsible for
providing this opportunity. And we call it worship.

When the Apostle Paul wrote to the Romans, he left us with many truths about faith. This one in-
volves worship: “So faith comes from what is heard, and what is hea  rd comes through the word of
Christ” (Romans 10:13). Come, hear the word of God for your life and for your faith. Your church is here for
you! And before you come, invite a friend or unchurched person with you—we have wonderful worship
opportunities before us, especially this time of year as we move from Lent to Holy Week and to Easter.

See you in worship!!




Service Volunteers for April, 2009
Team Leader: Mary Johns (telephone 795-4414)

April 5 ** April 12 ** April 19 April 26
Assist Minister Ingerid Kvam Klover Schafer Don Parrell Peter Antonie
Reader Don Parrell Klover Schafer Julie Wright Don Schultz
Acolytes Tyler Haugen Kyle Norslien Isabel Brisky Jenna Endres
Ushers Bud Erickson Anne Donaldson Jill Lynch family Julie Endres

Randy & Karsten Kvam family
Communion Bud Erickson Mary Johns Don Schultz None
Hospitality Klover Schafer NONE Julie Wright Julie Endres

Shelby McKenzie Tee Parrell Bev Schultz

** Communion distribution on Palm Sunday, April 5 a nd Easter Sunday, April 12, will be intinction
** We will be using the regular method (in cups w/  bread — at the altar).
We thank you for volunteering your service to Verm ont Lutheran Church!

On April 5, 2009, fellowship will be in the fellows  hip hall.
Because of a change in the Sunday School schedule, fellowship time
will be held in the narthex beginning April 19 thru May, 20009.
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May 2009 Service Team

Service Team Information
Leaders: Dave and Joan Haugen

There are five service teams—with rotating
leaders. Leaders will be notified prior to the month
they are to organize the team and the list of team
members is published in The Messenger.

When your team leader calls you to set up
the schedule they will assume that you will be re-
sponsible for the time and duty assigned. If you are
unable to serve during the month that your service
team is assigned it is advisable that you call the team
leader as soon as possible so that alternative ar-
rangements can be made.

After the assignments have been made for
the month you will receive, in the mail, a description
of the assignments and directions to follow for your
responsibility. These are easy to follow instructions.
If you have any questions concerning your duties you
should call your team leader.

We so appreciate your willingness to see that
our church services run smoothly and without inter-
ruption. Thank you!

Earl and Shirley Brandt
Dan and Jill-Stone Brisky
Janet Castle

Steve and Jane Field

Bill and Jane Hanson
Mark and Kathy Haukoos
Pam Johnson

James and Melissa Hanson
Dave and Joan Haugen
Karsten and Kim Haugen
Jerry and Joyce Howery
Al and Ginny Johnson
Ervin and Sharon Lee
Harald Norslien

Dave and Carol Parrell
Tom and Linda Watkins
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CIRCLE MEETINGS

Joy Circle_
Wed., April 1, 10:30 a.m. at Luckenbooth’s Café,

Black Earth.

Hannah Circle
Mon., April 13, 9:30 a.m. at Marie Severson’s

Evening Circle
Tue., April 14, 7 p.m. at Kris Antonie’s.
(Janet Everson is hostess)
(note change of location and hostess)

Altar Duty for April, 2009
Joan Hoesly and Connie Goderstad
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MIDWIFE AND HOSPICE KITS

We will be collecting items for midwife and
hospice kits in April and May so that they may be
taken to the synod assembly in June for Global
Health Ministries.

The list of items needed is on page 9 of this issue
of the Messenger along with Layette Kits for
Lutheran World Relief to be send later in the fall.

THE FREE-WILL OFFERING

to the Vermont Women of ELCA
is due.

Please put in offering plate or mail to Shirley
Brandt.

This offering is in lieu of quarterly meeting
offerings.
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(by elevator in fellowship hall)

There are 2 NEW BOOKS

by Beverly Lewis

Summer Hill Secrets, book 1

Summer Hill Secrets, book 2

A big THANK YOU to Joan Haugen for
donating the 2 books listed above!
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April 5:

Procession with Palms: Mark 1:1-11 or John
12:12-16

Isaiah 50:4-9a

Psalm 31:9-16

Into your hands, O LORD, | commend my
spirit. (Ps. 31:5)

Philippians 2:5-11

Mark 14:1—15:47

April 12:
Acts 10:34-43

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24

This is the day that the LORD has made; let
us rejoice and be glad in it. (Ps. 118:24)

1 Corinthians 15:1-11

Mark 16:1-8

April 19:
Acts 4:32-35

Psalm 133

How good and pleasant it is to live together
in unity. (Ps. 133:1)

1 John 1:1—2:2

John 20:19-31

April 26:
Acts 3:12-19

Psalm 4

The LORD does wonders for the faithful.
(Ps. 4:3)

1 John 3:1-7

Luke 24:36b-48




Pennies for Poverty

Don't forget the Pennies for
Poverty jar in the Mission Bazaar area.
If your birthday is in April why not
match your age with the amount of
coins you slip into the jar.

The aluminum can drive will continue and the
proceeds will benefit Habitat for Humanity. Bring your
cans to the trash receptacle at church. A Habitat
house will be constructed in Mazomanie this summer.
Dan the can man will be anxious to recycle the cans.

Please remember to pop off the tabs for The Ronald

McDonald House. Each tab equals a penny donation! They are so
happy to get them. Our last bag was over 5000!
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Thanks to everyone who has
been bringing in box tops for
education, milk-caps and
Campbell's labels.
( Keep them coming....... it's for
the kids!)
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Layette Kits—Lutheran World Relief

(these items can be collected
throughout the summer and will be
sent later in the fall—garage sales can
be great place to buy baby items)

Include the following items in each layette:
2 shirts or Onesies
2 gowns or sleepers (w or w/out feet)
2 receiving blankets
4 cloth diapers, flat fold preferred
1 sweater or sweatshirt
2 washcloths

1 bath-size bar (4.5 0z.) of gentle soap,
in its original wrapping

2 diaper pins

Hospice Kits!

In April and May we will be collected items for Hos
that will be taken to the Synod Assembly in June.

Midwife Kits!

pice and Midwife kits for Global Health Ministries
See list of items that go in each kit below.

Hospice Kits—Global Health Ministries

Include the following in each Kkit:
1 reqgular size bath towel
1 wash cloth
1 bath size bar of hand soap (wrapped)-any
kind
1 toothbrush

1 tube toothpaste, medium or large (or 2 small
sample sizes)-any kind.

1 “pick” comb

1 nail clip

6 Band-Aids

1 jar heavy duty household gloves (kitchen
type) size: medium

1 small devotional booklet such as Portals of

Prayer or Christ in our home (does not have to
be current issue)

Midwife Kits—
Global Health Ministries
Include the following items in each health kit:

2 cord ties: 8" narrow lengths of selvage,
1/4” twill tape or heavy white knit/crochet
cotton.

1 razor blade (single-edge, safety-
wrapped), may be purchased at a home
improvement store

1 regular size bath towel

1 36" square muslin or sheeting

1 wash cloth (thin)

1 bath size bar Ivory soap

1 newborn stocking cap (keep very small)

1 small cotton-blend or flannel shirt (to
waist only as the babies do not wear
diapers.

1 receiving blanket

1 pair plastic or latex gloves (clean, not
sterile), NO kitchen gloves.
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April, 2009
Confirmation schedule for April, 2009:
E! 1 >2 April 1 - 6:00 pm at church
April 8 - No classes
( April 15 - 6:30 pm at church
E! >0 ( ( April 22 - 6:30 pm at church
0%&' April 29 - 6:30 pm at church
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F>"%&' April 5 - Tyler Haugen
>'%31G April 12 - Kyle Norslien
C ! ) S
April 19 - Isabel Brisky N/
) 1 (2 ( April 26 - Jenna Endres AC@H““{LQS
- 2 !
E o # “PTR Social Group”
# # 4 % (PTR = “Parents on The Run”)
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We invite the parents of confirmands|to
C ) - H “hang around” during the Confirmation hour to
I get to know one another and just chat. After
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e (3 %> 3G right in the narthex area for coffee and convyer-
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Men’s Events

Mens Breakfast

On Wed., April 1, 7:30 a.m.
there will be a men’'s break-
fast at New Heights Lutheran
Church, Black Earth. All men
are invited and encouraged to attend.

Men and Youth

Brat Fry
The men and youth brat fry

will be held on Friday,
April 10, 9:30 a.m. at the Shoe Box, Black
Earth.
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Kids 6th grade
through high school !

Would you like to play laser

taqg with some of your friends
from church???
We’'re planning a fun afternoon

Sunday

April 19, 2009
beginning at 11:00 am

Pizza at church —11:00 am
(Pizza, soda & chips provided)

Leave at 12:00 for laser tag
$5.00 per person (3 hrs. of play)

You must sign up on the sheet pro-
vided in the narthex if you plan to go.
Parent signature required

Chaperones—1 for every 3 kids!
We'll take kids home afterwards
Deadline for sign up is Easter Sunday




- Alexandra Stoddard

“Spring Tea Celebration”
Sunday, April 26, 2009

Vermont Lutheran Church
9886 Vermont Church Road, Black Earth, WI 53515

. Please call the church for reservations (767-3312) and leave
a message with your name and how many will attend.

- There is no charge for this event—please come
and enjoy the friendships and favorite
traditional delicacies
- Entertainment —Maleah Moskoff,
owner of ChaCha Tea

enjoy the abundant joy of serenity

. Children & Teens— enjoy the activities that abound especially fory  ou!



This is a survey from Pastor Chad noting what yoterests are in a Bible study in the near futudelow are
three options for a short-term (once a week for tmamths—May and June) Bible Studwe will then take a
break from Bible study during July and August befagsuming in the fall with studies.

Please check any of the options that you wouldteested in, and the times you would be availédristudy.
Please return to Pastor Chad by May 1 thru offeringplate, deliver to Pastor’s office, or mail back tcthe
church at 9886 Vermont Church Road, Black Earth, WI 53515. The study will begin the week of May
3% and run 8 weeks.

A. Book/Bible study. Readifevotional Classic§Part Il, reading different selections than in the
March study]. This book iedited by Richard J. Foster and James Bryan SrDigivotional Classics
explores Bible readings along with short excerpsfwell known religious writers like Jonathon
Edwards, St. Augustine, Evelyn Underhill, Luthegl\@n, Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Annie Dillard, and
Kathleen Norris. You would be purchasing the bfrokn Pastor Chad, ranging from $9-11, or
purchasing it yourself from a bookseller.

B. _ ABible study from Augsburg Fortress, ouriiarain publishing house. Studying the book of
Acts, inInto the Word: The Acts of the Apostlé3ost: $20/book.

C. __ Anparticular epistle from the New Testamkki, Galatians or Ephesians.

D. _ Abook study about different faith groupstemations/world religions.

E.  Other—you may fill in the blank as to whatiyeould like to see in a Bible or book study at

Vermont Lutheran:

Please indicate your desired time to meet—pleaste the times that do worfor you to attend, all times
are for a one-hour class

Sunday evening 7:00 p.m. Other time:
Tuesday evening 7:00 p.m.

Wednesday afternoon  2:00 p.m.

Thursday morning 10:30 a.m.

Thursday evening 7:00 p.m.




PRESORTED
Vermont Lutheran Church STANDARD

9886 Vermont Church Road PERMIT NO. 5

Black Earth, WI 53515 Black Earth, WI 53515

Return Service Requested

Easter Lily Orders

My Name (from)

Telephone Number

| would like to order:

S
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
: Easter Lily(ies) @ $12.50ea. = $
: Total enclosed = $
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
!_

In loving memory of

In honor of

Other

(Order forms are due by Wed., April 1, 2009 _.)

You may email your order to Patty Herrling at www.P ~ Herr.aol.com or
call her at 798-2268.




