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Worshiping During Holy Week

This is the time of year when we have more uniquely styled worship
= services, and some interesting worship forms.

The 7:00 p.m. Maundy Thursday _worship , on April 1%, is a special

service remembering The Last Supper that Jesus had with his disciples
before his trial and crucifixion. We will have Holy Communion at this service, the
anniversary of the Last Supper, and our 5™ grade students will commune for the first time
that evening.

The 7:00 p.m. Good Friday worship includes the biblical narrative of Jesus’ trial
and crucifixion and this is preached on. Seven candles are gradually extinguished for each
of Jesus’ last words spoken on the cross.

| encourage our congregation members to worship at these two special Holy Week
services. And, invite your family, friends and neighbors to join you. It is especially impor-
tant to meditate on Jesus’ death and sacrifice for us, during our worship on Good Friday,
observing Jesus’ death enroute to our celebration of Jesus’ resurrection on Easter Day.

April 4, 2010

- 7:00 a.m. Confirmotion
, Sunrise worship é‘;mday
at New Heights—

Black Earth

9:30 a.m.
Festive worship
at Vermont

(e

EASTER SUNDAY

#

Vermont Lutheran Church is affiliated with the Sout h- Central Synod of Wisconsin

of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.
“God’s Work. Our Hands”




ermont hurch

9886 Vermont Church Road
Black Earth, WI 53515
Telephone (608) 767-3312

Office Hours at the Church:
T,W, Th—9:00am—2:00 pm
E-mail address: Vermont Church@tds.net

Website: vermontlutheran.org

Pastor Rev. Chad L. Christensen
767-3312 (office) 437-7245 (home)
email: chchriste@yahoo.com

Secretary Linda Watkins 795-4714

Organist Marguerite Parrell 767-2427

Choir Director Marguerite Parrell 767-2427

Custodian Joyce Parrell 767-3982

Your Church Officers

President Peter Antonie 767-2641

Vice President  Stan Morley 767-2841

Secretary Bonnie Dauck 798-4161

Treasurer Patty Herrling 798-2268

Council Members Ingerid Kvam 437-2259
Virginia Johnson 437-8316
Scott Berger 795-4547
Jill Stone-Brisky 643-8780
Bill Kennedy 795-2921

Who to Contact

Worship & Music Marguerite Parrell 767-2427
Missions Klover Schafer 795-4365
Evangelism Bonnie Dauck 798-4161
Stewardship Jill Stone-Brisky 643-8780
Endowment Karsten Haugen 767-5586
Youth Joan Haugen 767-3313
Outreach Pastor Chad 767-3312
Building & Grounds Committee
Jim Ludolph 767-2272
Michael Dauck 798-4161
Greg Herrling 798-2268
Women’s Group & Activities
Co-presidents Kris Antonie 767-2641
Donna Dybdahl 767-3674
Secretary Mary Johns 795-4414
Treasurer Shirley Brandt 767-3030
Activities
Library Connie Goderstad 767-3477
Joan Skalet 767-2289
Sunday School Joanie Haugen 767-3327
Confirmation Pastor Chad 767-3312
Service Volunteers Shirley Brandt 767-3030
Newsletter Linda Watkins 795-4714
Kitchen Virginia Urness 767-3493
Janet Everson 588-3820
(Cell)206-1805
Cemetery Dave Haugen 767-3313
Jon Urness 767-2471
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Funeral

March 13, 2010
James Gilbert “Jim” Erickson
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April 5 Karsten Haugen
Jerrold Stenli
8 Kasey Pappas
10 Mary Nelson
11 Lauren Berger

12 Janelle endres

13 Kenneth Johnson
Pam Johnson

14 Tom Watkins

16 Travis Berger
Levi McKenzie

19 Brenda Barsness
Evelyn Brager
Marlene Ludolph
Kayla Nelson

20 Leah Hargraves
Jerry Howery

22 Kevin Schaub

24 Kyler Mahoney

26 Noah King

28 Jack Haugen

29 Estela Ohlrogge
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Did you purchase a new hymnal yet?

It's not too late!! You can still purchase a hymnal(s) in memory or in honor of
someone, or “just because”. The hymnals are $20.00 each. You can purchase by
placing your envelope in the offering marked “hymnals.”

2010 Treasurer’s Summary—Contributions/Expenses
# ( ) % *

A 0"1 12! o#' '3 o"




]

Jesus Gives Us Hope

“So Mary Magdalene ran and went to Simon Peter and the other
disciples... and said to them, ‘They have taken the Lord out of the tomb,
and we do not know where they have laid him.” Then Peter and the
other disciple set out and went toward the tomb...” (John 20:2-3, NRSV).

The late Ralph Smith, who was dean of the chapel at Wartburg Semi
nary, one of our Lutheran schools, stated that: It is tempting to say that
at times in our lives we are just like Simon Peter and the other disciple, who run to the tomb of despair to find
out what Mary Magdalene had told them: that Jesus’ body had somehow been taken out of the tomb!... not
knowing yet that Jesus was in fact risen from the dead. Some people, having reflected on this scripture
passage, have said that the Gospel of John never names the other disciple running with Simon Peter to the
tomb precisely so that we might identify ourselves as that person who is running too close to despair.
However, that notion is absurd today, because we know that Jesus did rise from the dead! After Jesus rose
again, we no longer have that yet to consider!

There need not be despair after the resurrection of our Lord! But there are many people in our midst,
in our communities, that live in despair—they are all around us. How do we tell them that an empty tomb of
our Lord does not mean despair over a missing body... BUT rather hope in a RISEN body?

If it is tempting for us to say that at times in our lives when we are lost and afraid, when everything has
gone wrong and there is nothing we can do... if it is tempting at times like this to say that we are like Simon
Peter and the other disciple, running to find the disappointment of an empty tomb (WHATEVER an empty
tomb kind of moment might mean for your life, or your neighbor’s life, or your spouse’s or your children’s life
TODAY), then it is tempting because we have not fully grasped the witness of the Gospel of John. Here, Holy
Week and Easter point to one message: We have hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, because He is Risen!

Let us live as with lives that are hopeful!!

Let us proclaim, in whatever way our lives can be a witness to it in the days ahead, this one truth from
today: That no matter what the circumstances of our lives, it is no longer possible not to have hope.

Jesus Christ gives us HOPE, for He is Risen Today!! Amen, Alleluia!

Grace and peace to you in these days of Easter,

oy
ALLELUIA

CHRIST IS ALIVE!
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Team Leaders:

Service Volunteers for April, 2010
Julie Schmitt

(767-2380) and Jo anne Skalet (437-3997)

Aprila * April 11 April 18
Assisting Minister Don Parrell Peter Antonie Emry Brisky
Ushers /Greeters: Eric & Joanie Haugen Fred Aeschlimann Myron Norslien family

Janet Everson

Readers Don Parrell Marlene Ludolph Gaila Olsen
Acolytes Cole Rickey Shaye Doyle Isabel Brisky
Communion* Julie Schmitt No Communion Gary & Gaila Olsen

Hospitality

*On Easter Sunday, April 4th, we will use the intinc
using the regular method for Holy Communion (in cup

No Hospitality

Jenny Pappas Joanne Skalet

Burnett & Marie Severson

Julie Schmitt
Joanne Skalet

Burnett & Marie Severson
Jill Adler

tion method for communion. Other Sundays,
s w/bread — at the altar).

April 25
Virginia Urness

Dale Paddock
Bonnie Pribbenow
Amy Schlimgen

Jon Urness

Jenna Endres

No Communion

Bill & Myra Maik
Judy Urness

we will be
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May 2010 Service Team
(Leaders are Scott and Peggy Berger)

Peter and Kris Antonie
Debra Barsness
Brenda Barsness

Scott and Peggy Berger
Mike and Bonnie Dauck
Bob and Karen Duhr
Adam and Jamaica Festge
Christy Festge
Jim Festge
Connie Goderstad
Joan Hoesly
Jeff and Lisa King
Maria Klemme
Linda Page
Randy and Cindy Page
Shawn Page
Leonard and Sue Schaub
Virginia Urness
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Service Team Information

There are five service teams—with rotating
leaders. Leaders will be notified prior to the month
they are to organize the team and the list of team
members is published in The Messenger.

When your team leader schedules you for a specific
job, they will assume that you will be responsible for
the time and duty assigned. If you are unable to
serve during the month that your service team is
assigned it is your_responsibility _ to exchange with
someone in your service team group.

After the assignments have been made for the
month you will receive, in the mail, a description of
the assignments and directions to follow for your re-
sponsibility. These are easy to follow instructions. If
you have any questions concerning your duties you
should call your team leader.

We so appreciate your willingness to see that our
church services run smoothly and without interrup-
tion. Thank you!




East/WestLake Synodical
Spring Conference

Vermont Church will be hosting a

conference for our South-Central

Synodical Women'’s Group on Sat.,
April 17, 2010.

Registration with be at 8:30 a.m. with a
continental breakfast provided. Our Program will
CIRCLE MEETINGS start at 9:00 a.m. and finish around 12:00 p.m. with
a salad luncheon.

We will have three speakers:

Joy Circle
Tues., April 6, 2010

10:00 am at Luckenbooth’s - Pastor Mary Pharmer from St. Mark’s Lutheran
Church in Madison has adopted 2 Haitian
Hannah Circle children a number of years ago and will speak
Mon., April 12, 2010 — 9:30 am on “Haiti Friends and Family.”
at Shirley Brandt's - Deborah Roussos, a nutritionist, will speak on

“21st Century Foods”.

Rebecca Nelson will share information from the
synod and bring products for sale from UPAVIN.
This is a Guatemalan Women’s Cooperative that
our synod is supporting.

All women are invited to attend for all or part
of the conference. Each car group is asked to bring
Altar Duty for April. 2010 a salad to share for lunch. Any questions, contact
Kris Antonie at 767-2641.

Evening Circle
Tuesday, April 13, 7:00 p.m.
at the home of Kris Antonie.
Tee Parrell serving.
Talk about Faithful and Courageous: Christians in
Unsettling Times.

Joan Hoesly and Connie Goderstad
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Our Building Has Places with Inter-
esting Names
Someone recently told me, after |
had asked them to take a glass of water
and place it in the sound room/vestry
before a worship service, that she did not recognize the
name of that location. This did not surprise me because
the church has different names for its rooms and places N
than is used in common everyday language. | promised
her that | would write this article to aid in some clarifica-
tion of the places in our beautiful church. $
Vestry/Sound room _ — this small room is between 1 /223 +
the pastor’s office and the worship room altar area. This - "E1363]
is the place where the pastor, acolytes, and worship e
assistant “vest” or put on worship robes or other garb. 7 7 "15"6# "36#3
The public-address sound system is located in this room # 4 "( "85"26#
and audio taping of services is done here. Some worship 9 #35"6"#
supplies and music is also stored in this room. | have
referred to this room before as the “sacristy”, but techni-
cally this term is reserved for a small room off of a wor- 1 22
ship room where Communion is prepared. Since our "4 85# 6!#
Communion is prepared in the basement social hall, | 7 7  "15"36#42
think calling this the vestry/sound room is more # 4 4- "5361
appropriate. 9 ’ #EmEI"
There are three parts to a worship room: the ’
chancel , which is the space including the pulpit and choir
loft, and behind it to back wall behind the altar; the nave 1 422
is the part of the room including the pews and the "4 25"6 <6#'=
balcony; and the narthex is the entrance to the worship 7 7 0
room, where the bulletin table is and includes the space # 4 4: 85"6"3
of the new entrance addition. The sanctuary _is the e
space in front of the altar area inside of the altar railing, 9 #5°6"2
where we serve Communion; in the Jewish and Eastern
Orthodox Christian traditions, this area is referred to as 1 022
the “Holy of Holies”. The narthex is where people greet "4 25! 63!
one another and prepare for worship. The nave, where 7 7 #
the congregation assembles, is a term derived from the 4 4 4 506"
Latin word navis, which means ship. The nave symbol- '
izes the church sailing in the ocean of time. The chancel, 9 "SHHE!
the place of the altar, the pulpit, and the choir loft, is
generally the area from which worship is led.
You will probably hear me talk about the sanctu- B-I-B-L-E
ary, or about something happening in the narthex, other-| |(Bible: B asic Instructions B_efore L eaving E arth)
wise | don’t use the other terms too much. (I have been
using the term “sanctuary” in referring to the entire wor- Recall the old story of the grandmother who was
ship room. | hope these descriptions are helpful—the reading the Bible. When her grandson asked
church and our faith consist richly of interesting names her why, she said, “I'm getting ready for my final
and descriptions!! ' ' exam.”




About the

Funeral Pall

Vermont has a funeral pall,
which was given as a memorial gift
ten years ago. This beautiful white
cloth is placed over the coffin during a funeral
service. An important ritual in our Christian

Men’s Ministry tradition, the white pall symbolizes and is a

\ e f reminder that in Holy Baptism we have been

> Breakfast clothed in the righteousness of Christ and that

Kj\ eternal life began in Baptism. The white pall

MEN' = _ echoes the white baptismal garment that a

PREHKFHST April 7, 2010, 7:30 am person or infant wears at the time of their
baptism.

at Luckenbooth’s, Black Earth The pall enables all coffins to come

equally before the altar, a reminder that God
loves everyone, rich and poor alike. The pall
may be laid over the last pew in readiness for the
funeral service. It is placed over the coffin at the
beginning of the funeral and is removed from the
coffin at the church door after the funeral service.
Flowers are never placed on top of the pall. The
altar guild ensures that the pall is clean and
wrinkle-free for each funeral in the church.

Pastor Christensen counsels and asks
families about the use of the pall, in preparation
for a funeral.
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Our next big youth event at Vermont
will be the Lock-in retreat, beginning at 5:00

rd

p.m. on Friday, April 23 ™ , with the youth
staying overnight at the church, and the re-
treat and our fasting will end at 12:30 p.m.
the next day, after having a noon meal to-
gether. Our theme will be on World Hunger,
and this will be a fasting retreat, no supper
or breakfast will be served, but we will have
fruit juices and crackers on hand. At the re-
treat we will: learn about hunger around the
world and how to relieve it, play trivia games,
go bowling in Mt. Horeb, have mid-night wor-
ship, visit our local food pantry in Mazoma-
nie, watch movies, and get very little sleep!
We encourage our youth to bring your
friends! A behavior covenant and a medical
form will need to be completed and signed
for each youth attending.

Up to the time of the retreat, the youth
will be collecting donations and/or pledges
for each hour that they fast during the re-
treat. The collection will be given to the
ELCA World Hunger Appeal.

Parents of youth : encourage your
children in their collecting of donations and
pledges. A hunger table will be set up in the
narthex to collect these donations on Sun-
days before the retreat, and the kids can sign
up to sit at this table. Info on the retreat will
also be sent to you in the mail. Let Pastor
Chad know if you have any questions. See
you at the retreat!!

ral
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Confirmatcon

Confirmation classes

resume at 6:00 p.m. on April 7". 8" grade
students are encouraged to continue their
mentorship with their mentors on Luther's Small
Catechism using the Alvin Rogness book, Living
in the Kingdom. Please compete six hours of
mentorship time. The last class for the spring
term will be May 26.
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Thanks to everyone who
has been bringing in box

Pennies for Poverty tops for education, milk-
o caps and Campbell’'s
Please keep bringing in your labels
pennies! They will be donated later. : . .
If your birthday is in January, ( Keep them coming it's for
why not put in a penny for each year, or the kids!)
get rid of that “pesky” change in your
pocket!

The word “mission” often implies traveling
to another country to teach and work. The
work done in foreign missions is important,

of course, but we can’t all make the trip.

What we can do however, is be faithful ser-
vants where we live. Mission is about put-
ting the face and name of Jesus in front of
those who don’t know him. We can do that
in many ways — any place and any day.




are God's People at work?

It Takes More than Meals to Feed the World.

We know that. We say that. But, then it gets too complicated and we shake our heads and say it is
just too big for us to deal with. Another day, perhaps, when | don’t have so much on my plate....er, |
mean mind...on my mind. Well, perhaps too much on my plate too.

And, you don’t have anything on your plate.

Then we're back to that pesky statement. Meals and Food and Feeding this World when we grow
enough Food for Everyone. We really do! We just can’t get it to all of them. That's what | mean. . . it
gets too complicated, and | just don’t have the time right now. | have all these people coming for
Easter dinner and | have to organize the meal, and shop and cook and bake . That's a lot of work.

And, your Plate is still Empty.

We support the local food pantry. Perhaps, you can go there; you'll get some food on that plate of
yours. I've personally got too much on my plate right now. I'm really bothered by your situation, but
it's just way too complicated for me to do anything. Can you understand?

* * * *

ELCA World Hunger understands that it is a complicated issue. Itis a comprehensive and sustainable
program that uses multiple strategies—relief, development, education and advocacy—to address the
root causes of hunger and poverty.

IT RESPONDS TO NEIGHBORS AROUND THE CORNER AND AROU ND THE WORLD.

It responds to the immediate needs of people who are homeless or do not have the means to provide
adequate nutrition for themselves or their families. Then, it begins the critical work to ensure long
term viability of the community, opening the way for increased access to food and sustainable liveli-
hoods. Education for us as well as for those needing help with food. And, finally, we can learn how to
be advocates for those whose plates are empty.

And, someday, all our plates will be full! We'rej  ust not there yet.
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Change Service Requested

The Outdoor Facility Has Been Started!

Here are a few pictures of the guys sanding beams f  or the building!




