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Evangelical Lutheran Worship

Beginning on November 29", which was
the First Sunday in  Advent, we began using
our Lutheran church’s new hymnal resource:
Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW). This
hymnal has replaced the green Lutheran Book
of Worship (LBW) and the blue With One
Voice hymnal supplement. The ELW, published
in 2006, includes some settings and many of
the hymns of the LBW and all of the hymns
from With One Voice hymnal. We will take slow
strides in incorporating this hymnal into our
worship life. The ELW also contains many new
liturgical settings (it has ten settings entirely,
compared to three in the LBW), has special
liturgies for Lent and the Three Days and
Easter, special services for Life Passages, and
includes Luther's Small Catechism.

A big “Thank You” to all of you who
contributed to the hymnal fund for the purchase
of this new worship resource for our pews. The
“In memory of” decals will be placed in the front
of the hymnals you purchased, if you desired
that they be given in honor of someone. We
look forward to a robust worship life with the
ELW hymnal.

During worship on December 6", we
will receive the pledge cards for giving in
2010. The pledge cards and information
sheet for growth giving calculation were dis-
tributed during worship on November 15"
and 29"™.  If you were unable to pick up the
pledge card and information on those Sun-
days, the pledge material is available in this
Messenger newsletter.

Clip out the pledge card from this
newsletter, on page 10 and bring to wor-
ship on December 6 ™ to place it in the
offering basket.

Vermont's Stewardship Team has
been active in its planning this year, and we
pray that this pledge process will be mean-
ingful for you as you think ahead with us
about our future ministry together through
Vermont as we head into the new year. If
you have any questions about the pledge
process, or about giving in general, please
contact Pastor Christensen. Thank you for
your participation.
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LAMP Advent devotionals are available on the bulletin
\ table at the church. On Sunday, December 6th, we will have the
Rev. Steve Dreuer, a guest speaker from LAMP address our con-

gregation.

LAMP is the Lutheran Association of Missionaries &

Pilots, a ministry that provides spiritual education to native peo-
ples in remote parts of Canada. Kim Jaworski and Pastor Chad
provided VBS schooling in northern Ontario this past August,

through LAMP. Pastor Steve is originally from Beloit, WI and

was our pilot into Sandy Lake, Ontario.

Vermont Lutheran Church is affiliated with the Sout

h- Central Synod of Wisconsin

of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.

“God’s Work. Our Hands”




ermont hurch

9886 Vermont Church Road
Black Earth, WI 53515
Telephone (608) 767-3312

Office Hours at the Church:
T,W, Th—9:00am—2:00 pm
E-mail address: Vermont Church@tds.net

Website: vermontlutheran.org

Pastor Rev. Chad L. Christensen

767-3312 (office) 437-7245 (home)
email: chchriste@yahoo.com

Secretary Linda Watkins 795-4714
Organist Marguerite Parrell 767-2427
Choir Director Marguerite Parrell 767-2427
Custodian Joyce Parrell 767-3982
Your Church Officers
President Peter Antonie 767-2641
Vice President  Klover Schafer 795-4365
Secretary Bonnie Dauck 798-4161
Treasurer Patty Herrling 798-2268
Council Members Jon Urness 767-2471
Gary Olsen 767-3988
Scott Berger 795-4547
Jill Stone-Brisky 643-8780
Bill Kennedy 795-2921

Who to Contact

Worship & Music Marguerite Parrell 767-2427
Missions Klover Schafer 795-4365
Evangelism Bonnie Dauck 798-4161
Stewardship Jill Stone-Brisky 643-8780
Endowment Karsten Haugen 767-5586
Youth Sara Herrling 798-4347
Outreach Pastor Chad 767-3312
Building & Grounds Committee
Jim Ludolph 767-2272
Michael Dauck 798-4161
Greg Herrling 798-2268
Women’s Group & Activities
Co-presidents Kris Antonie 767-2641
Donna Dybdahl 767-3674
Secretary Mary Johns 795-4414
Treasurer Shirley Brandt 767-3030
Activities
Library Connie Goderstad 767-3477
Joan Skalet 767-2289
Sunday School Joanie Haugen 767-3327
Confirmation Pastor Chad 767-3312
Service Volunteers Shirley Brandt 767-3030
Newsletter Linda Watkins 795-4714
Kitchen Virginia Urness 767-3493
Janet Everson 588-3820
(Cell)206-1805
Cemetery Dave Haugen 767-3313
Jon Urness 767-2471
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Baptisms
11/8/09 Kelly and Addison Kidd
11/15/09 Ryker Aeschlimann
son of Adam Aeschlimann & Haley Hughes

Funeral

11/17/09 Aldro Johnson

DECEM BER

December 5 James Festge

Micah Hanson

8 Jeff King
Zachary Nelson

Paul Ohlrogge

~

Linda Page
9 Michael Nelson
10 William Hanson
11 Luke Herrling

Ingerid Kvam
12 Micah Jenson
13 Jenna Endres

Brooke Statz
15 Terry Severson

17 Ethel Jenson
Amy Schlimgen

19 Dan Brisky

21 Virginia Johnson
Maliya Kopras

23 Christopher Wright

24 Drew Schlimgen

25 Rolf Forshaug

28 Michael Page
Julie Ziemet

29 Erika Hurner

30 Lyle Schultz

31 Marlin Barsness
Brogan Page
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ALL CONTRIBUTIONS DEADLINE!

All contributions that you would like to
count for 2009, must be in the parish
office by Sunday, Dec. 27, 2009.

Anything received after that date will
be applied to 2010.

Thanks for being so prompt!

The Annual Meeting of Vermont Lutheran
Church is scheduled for Sunday, January 24, 2010
immediately following the worship service.

Please have all reports to be included in the
Annual Meeting booklet in to the church office by
January 10, 2010.

Thank you for being so prompt!
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Wisconsin Heights Knitters
will meet on Tuesday, Dec. 15, 6:30 p.m.

at New Heights Lutheran Church in
Mazomanie.
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The first chapter of the gospel of Matthew begins with

the genealogy of Jesus. In the first verse of Matthew

two great Jewish heroes are mentioned as being an-
cestors of the Lord.

Who were the two?

A. Adam and Cain
B. Abraham and David
C. Ezra and Nehemiah

D. Moses and Aaron

The answer is in Matthew 1:1.
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2009 Treasurer’s Summary—Budget vs. Actual
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From Pastor Chad’'s Desk . . .

Inviting Stranger and Friend: In Discipleship We Meet Our Neighbor

The last of the seven marks of discipleship is inviting ... inviting others into
knowing the story of Jesus Christ our Lord. An “advent-ageous” time to
invite our neighbor into the Christ-story is in Advent... the beginning of the
Christian liturgical year when we await, the four Sundays before Christmas,
and behold the anticipation of Jesus’ birth. Can we each think of someone
that we can invite to come to church with us this month?

The readiness to make space in one’s own life—as well as in our church—for the well-being of another is
embodied by this season. Mark Swanson, a professor at Luther Seminary, asks “Might not the Virgin Mary’s ‘Let it
be...” be seen as an extraordinary act of invitation and hospitality, making space in her body for the Word made
flesh?” The shepherds and wise men have their own story to tell about being invited to come and see.

The messages of the Advent and Christmas seasons will again be proclaimed by Vermont Lutheran in the
coming days: decorating the sanctuary Christmas tree on December 6", the Children’s Christmas program on De-
cember 13"™; worshiping on each Sunday, as well as the festive Christmas services; and caroling, amidst other
traditional festivities. These events are open to everyone, of course. Let us all be encouraged to invite others
whom we know to come to worship and hear the Christ-story. We will all be blessed in the inviting and the hearing!

God’s peace to you this Christmas season,
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Our primary ministry here at Vermont is conveying God's word. We teach and we learn from the Bible. In this
column last month, we learned that God'’s word is the norm and authority for our work and ministry within the church.

Our wider Lutheran church is encouraging all our churches to reinvigorate ourselves in the strong Lutheran tradi-
tion of coming to deeper understandings of the scriptures, for our personal faith and its witness through the church and
beyond. The Book of Faith Initiative is encouraging the exposure of the Bible in all our churches.

Here at Vermont, our Bible study that concluded in November was on reading the Bible through a “Lutheran
lens.” In the next several months, there will be a “Bible page” in this Messenger newsletter exploring an aspect of our
Bible reading. Let me know if you have questions or comments about these “Bible pages”.
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It is unlikely that any of the Bible’s authors drea med that their work would someday be part of a sing le
great work called the Bible. In fact, they were no  t concerned about receiving credit for their effort s. Most
biblical writings are anonymous, written by people about whose identities we can never be completely
certain. There is evidence to suggest that some bo  oks may have been written by someone other than the
person by whose name the book is entitled (as is th e case with some of the apostle Paul's letters int  he
New Testament). Ancient writers were not as concer ned about this as we are today. In fact, using the
name of a well-known person was thought to give the work more authority. This practice is called
pseudepigrapha. Also, it appears the final form of certain books, especially in the Old Testament, ma vy
have been edited and shaped by the authors of varyi  ng periods and theological concerns.

The OId Testament (Jewish, Hebrew Scriptures) was o  riginally written in Hebrew and Aramaic by Hebrew
writers. Jesus’ spoken language was Aramaic. The books of the Old Testament were probably written
between about 1100 and 100 B.C. Before being writt en down, the stories and laws of the Hebrew people
were passed from generation to generation by word o f mouth (also known as oral tradition).

(cont. on pg. 7, left column )



Service Volunteers for December, 2009
Team Leader: Len and Sue Schaub (Telephone 767-2 318)

(at altar in cups w/bread)

December 6 December 13 December 20 December 27
Assist Minister Peter Antonie Virginia Urness Dan Brisky Ingerid Kvam
Ushers Adam & Jamaica Jeff & Lisa King Bob & Karen Duhr Mike & Bonnie

Festge Dauck
Greeters Jim Festge Scott & Peggy Berger Bob & Becky Kopras Debra Barsness

Christy Festge Brenda Barsness
Readers Peter Antonie Virginia Urness Susan Schaub Bonnie Dauck
Acolytes Nathan Haugen Joe Herrling Curtis Johnson Galen Kennedy
Communion * Kris Antonie None Susan Schaub None

(at altar in cups w/bread)

Hospitality Joan Hoesly Berger family Randy & Cindy Page Knute & Esther

Nelson

Connie Goderstad Maria Klemme Shawn & Jackie Page
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January 2010 Service Team
Leaders: Stan and Marcia Morley

Sara Amble

Terry DeWitt

Terry and Heidi Doyle

Dave and Donna Dybdahl
Erika Forseth

Doris Hayes

Douglas Hayes and Debbie Krebs Greg
and Patty Herrling

Jeff and Sara Herrling

Jim Herrling

4/ Scott and Elizabeth Herrling
‘ﬁf Dan and Diane Howe

o, Rod Johnson

E\f Ken and Sue Meigs

W Craig and Jane Mickelson
4/ Stan and Marcia Morley

os Susan and Bo Olson

o, Casey and Lindsey Schultz
Paul and Joan Skalet
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‘Exf Tom Wilkins
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Service Team Information

There are five service teams—with rotating
leaders. Leaders will be notified prior to the month
they are to organize the team and the list of team
members is published in The Messenger.

When your team leader schedules you for a specific
job, they will assume that you will be responsible for
the time and duty assigned. If you are unable to
serve during the month that your service team is
assigned it is your responsibility _ to exchange with
someone in your service team group.

After the assignments have been made for the month
you will receive, in the mail, a description of the as-
signments and directions to follow for your responsi-
bility. These are easy to follow instructions. If you
have any questions concerning your duties you
should call your team leader.

We so appreciate your willingness to see that our
church services run smoothly and without interrup-
tion. Thank you!




CIRCLE MEETINGS

Joy Circle
Tues., Dec. 1, 10:00 am

at Luckenbooth’s in Black Earth

Hannah Circle
Mon., Dec. 7, 9:30 a.m. at church.

Evening Circle
Tue., Dec. 15, 7:00 p.m.
at Connie Goderstad’s. Klover Schafer is serving.
Please read chapters 11-15 in The Faith Club.

Altar Duty for December , 2009
Patty Herrling and Judy Urness

Women of the ELCA Quarterly Meeting

The Vermont Women of the ELCA will hold
their next meeting on Wednesday, December 9 at 1:30
p.m. We will wrap up old business for 2009, discuss
new business for 2010 and finalize our budget for next
year. Coffee and dessert will be served.

All women are invited to attend to engage in
ministry and action.

BIBLE STUDIES FOR 2009-2010

Hannah and Joy Circles:

Will use the Bible study from Lutheran Woman
Today. This year’s study is “To God’'s Beloved:
Paul’'s Letter to the Romans.” This epistle is one of the
foundations of Christian theology. Martin Luther called
it the most important piece in the New Testament — he
even said it would be worth memorizing! The author is
the Rev. Dr. Sarah Henrich, professor of New Testa-
ment at Luther Seminary, St. Paul, MN.

3rd Annual Cookie Exchange

Sunday
December 6th
6:00-7:00 pm

Here’s how it goes: you bake
4 dozen of one kind of a
cookie. Bring them to church in a container. Your con-
tainer will be on the table with those others have
brought. Then, at 6:50 pm we’ll put 4 dozen other cook-
ies in the empty container that you will have also
brought with you. This is a very easy way to do your
Christmas baking. Put simply......you bring 4 dozen of
your cookies and return home with 4 dozen cookies of
other varieties.

We'll have coffee for you to sample too! Come,
join in the fun!
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Pastor Chad—continued from page 4

The New Testament was originally written in Greek. Its
authors came from both the Jewish community and the

Greek-speaking Gentile world. It is believed that Paul’s first
letter to the Thessalonians is the earliest written of all the
New Testament books. The Gospels (Matthew, Mark, L  uke
and John) were authored between 60-90 A.D. Mark wa s the
earliest written gospel, the author possibly being John Mark,
who by ancient tradition is said to have composed i t at
Rome as a summary of the apostle Peter's preaching.

Matthew, having an anonymous writer, was written fo ra
Jewish audience. The gospel of Luke it is believed was com-
posed by the physician Luke who also wrote the book of

Acts. Luke was written for a non-Jewish (Gentile) reading
public. Matthew, Mark, and Luke are known as the s  ynoptic
gospels, as they share many of the same writings an  d hold a

common view of Jesus’ life and ministry. The gospe | of
John was believed to be the last of the four gospel s written,
probably around 90 A.D., and has a different style and
content than the other gospels. Tradition states t hat one of
Jesus’ disciples, John, wrote this gospel, or one o f John's
disciples wrote it after recording John’s preaching , much
like John Mark did of Peter, for Mark’s gospel.

)

The Vermont Women of the ELCA held their Thankof-
fering Sunday this past month on Christ the King Sunday. At
that time you were given an offering envelope in which to in-
clude you offering for their missions throughout the year. |If
you did not donate to this very worthy mission cause to date
please feel free to place in the collection plate on Sundays or
mail it directly to Shirley Brandt (Treasurer), 4670 Cedar
Lane, Black Earth, Wl 53515.

Your contributions enable us to keep up our extensive
mission work in the community. Thank you!
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The Advent wreath is a
symbol of watchfulness and in-
creasing joy as we anticipate .
Jesus’ birth. The wreath’s circu- %
lar shape symbolizes eternity,
or life without end. The candles i
remind us that Jesus isthe &
Light of the World — he brought £&%"
light and life to a dark world
(see John 1:4-5). On each of
the four Sundays of Advent, we
light a new candle. As the light grows, so do our hope and joy.

& 1
1 8
& %

&

%

&1 &1
& &1/ 8

$9:%9 9'+:<=$49

+ 91

2nd Sunday in Advent —December 6

1st Reading
Psalm

2nd Reading
Gospel

Malachi 3:1-4
Luke 1:68-79
Philippians 1:3-11
Luke 3:1-6

3rd Sunday in Advent —December 13

1st Reading
Psalm

2nd Reading
Gospel

Zephaniah 3:14-20
Isaiah 12: 2-6
Philippians 4:4-7
Luke 3:7-18

4th Sunday in Advent —December 20

1st Reading
Psalm

2nd Reading
Gospel

Christmas Eve

1st Reading
Psalm
2nd Reading
Gospel

1st Sunday after Christmas

Micah 5:2-5a
Luke 1:46b-55
Hebrews 10:5-10
Luke 1:39-45

4:00 pm & 11:00 pm
Isaiah 9:2-7

Psalm 96

Titus 2:11-14

Luke 2:1-4

—December 27

1st Reading
Psalm

2nd Reading
Gospel

| Samuel 2:18-20, 26
Psalm 148

2nd Colossians 3:12-17
Luke 2:41-52




Thanks to everyone who has
been bringing in box tops for
education, milk-caps and
Campbell's labels.

( Keep them coming

....... it's for the kids!)

The aluminum can drive will continue and the proceeds
will benefit Habitat for Humanity. Bring your cans to the
trash receptacle at church. A Habitat home was built in
Mazomanie this summer. Dan the can man will be
anxious to recycle the cans.

Please remember to pop off the tabs for The Ronald
McDonald House. Each tab equals a penny donation! They are so happy
to get them. Our last bag was over 5000!
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Please remember to bring
food items for the CIA Food Pan-
try. Food is always needed, but
at this time of the year we need to
be especially mindful of those
who are in need.

Wednesday, November 19
was the date our collection of
food was taken to the food pan-
try—a total of 342 Ibs. as well as
28 pie kits that were made by the
high school and confirmation
youth.

Vermont was switched
from working the food pantry
from November to December
19th. We need willing helpers to
assist in this Christmas blessing.

A sign up is posted in the
narthex just awaiting your
chance to volunteer. We need
six people for this event.

Emry Briskey attended PRISM Youth Camp this past summer
at Lutherdale Bible Camp and was really made aware of what young
people can do and will do for missions. He took on the awsome re-
sponsibility of collecting and assembling ‘Shepherd’s Pie Sacks”. He
took 33 of the kits to the local food pantry. Thank you Emry! And,
thank you to all those who contributed to this.

The high school and confirmation kids collected materials for
pie kits again this year and joyfully assembled 28 kits for the local
food pantry. Their time in assembling these pie kits was much fun
and really helped out those in need. Thanks you kids! And, thank
you to those who contributed funds and materials for this mission.

Currently we are collecting ‘goodies’ for our colle ge stu-
dents who certainly cannot be forgotten. Exam time is stressful
for most college students and they spend a good amo unt of
time studying and don't always take time for nouris hment. We

would like to send each college student an ‘exam ca  re package’
before their semester exams that would include such things as
juice boxes, cookies, chips, peanuts, granola bars, hot choco-
late mix, etc. and an encouraging word from their h  ome congre-
gation. Would you please consider contributing ite ms to this
mission? We would like all donations here at the c hurch no
later than Sunday, December 6th. We will get them off in the

mail early that next week.

We still need addresses for several students. Ple ase e-
mail the church office with the addresses or jot th em down on
the page provided in the narthex.

Thanks for helping with this mission.
" #
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0d's People'at Work!

Imagine being forced to leave your home, — community and livelihood because of violence! This is
Rose Imilima’s reality. Rose, a member of a war-torn community in northern Uganda, fled from her home and
sought safety. Rose struggled to make ends meet. Her husband died, leaving her without a means of sup-
port. Her health deteriorated and she became unable to retrieve water and plant her crops. Rose was vulner-
able and needed assistance. Through Action by Churches Together, ELCA Disaster Response provides
funds to respond to the needs of 13,000 families or northern Uganda whose lives are impacted by civil war.
Rose and others in her community received oxen and plows so that they can cultivate their own food and
generate income. Rose is healthy, back on her feet, and full of gratitude.

Pennies for Poverty

Please keep bringing in your pennies! They
will be donated later.

If your birthday is in December, R
why not put in a penny for each year, or B
get rid of that “pesky” change in your
pocket!

The anonymous wit who wrote the following words was
no doubt a bit excessive, but many may think he has
made some astute observations. He wrote:

A live church has parking problems; a dead church has
lots of empty spaces.
A live church will have changing programs and ministries
for service. A dead church says, 'We've always done it I
that way.' " #$ % &
A live church has lots of noisy children and youth; a dead '0)
church is very quiet. L
A live church's expenses often exceed income; a dead C
church has enough money to maintain its existence ... but
barely. "
A live church supports missions enthusiastically; a dead '
church keeps its money at home.
A live church moves out in faith and takes risks; a dead
church lives totally by sight.
A live church welcomes new people into leadership; a %.
dead church is cold to new people. !
A live church is filled with tithers; a dead church is filled ! %
with tippers*
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We would like to send each of them a CARE PACKAGE before their semester exams. These care packages
will include hearty snacks such as cookies, popcorn, granola bars, juice boxes, hot chocolate mix, etc., and words of en-
couragement from their home church congregation. In order to do this we will need to have donations of the above col-
lected by the second Sunday in Advent (December 6th) so they can be mailed by Wednesday, December 9th. At this
time there are approximately 12 students who would be receiving these care packages.

Please place your donations in the container set aside in the narthex. Parents.....if your child is attending

College/vocational school this year please update their college addresses on the sheet provided in the narthex, next to
the collection basket. Thanks for caring!
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Our second rotation is complete. This time our theme
was the Christmas Story and Lutheran traditions. In the tem-
ple we learned the Christmas Story. In music and drama we
acted out the story and learned the table blessing “Be Present
at Our Table Lord”. In the kitchen we learned the meaning
behind traditions such as Christmas tree decorations and
candy canes. In art, the children made Christmas decorations,
Advent Wreathes or Christmas trees.

For the next couple of weeks we will be preparing for
the Christmas program that will be held at 5:00 pm on Sunday,
December 13, 2009 with a potluck following:

Please bring a dish to pass:

A-D  Vegetable
E-J  Main Dish

K-P  Salad

R-Z  Dessert
The snack/helpers for December are:
December 6 Travis & Lauren Berger

Practice for program during
Sunday School hour
December 13 Snack & lunch will be provided
during rehearsals
Program practice: 9:30 am—
12:30 pm
Please be at church by 4:45 pm
as the performance begins at
5:00 pm. Potluck after.
December 20 We will be having a party !

ol
@)
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Acolyte schedule for November 2009

Dec. 6 - Nathan Haugen A

Dec. 13 - Joe Herrling _/{%

Dec. 20 - Curtis Johnson  \Y/

Dec. 24(4pm) Aco {gfﬁes

Dec. 24 (11pm)

Dec. 27 - Galen Kennedy
Confirmation Sunday—October 25, 2009

Left to right: Pastor Chad,

Tyler Haugen, Jack Doyle, Kyle Norslien
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Men’s Ministry Holiday Luncheon

Sat., December 12, 2009, 11:30 a.m..
at the Old Feed Mill, Mazomanie (upstairs)
Cost of the meal ($11), includes meal, beverage,
and dessert.

(1t &
)

An 8-year-old girl was showing her 4-year-
old sister some pictures from her Bible. The younger
sister was fascinated by a picture of Mary and baby
Jesus. After examining it intently, she asked, “But
where’s Joseph?”

The older sister thought for a moment and
replied, “He’s taking the picture.”

$

In early church history, Advent began as a time of
repentance. It served as preparation for Epiphany,
which was the second most popular day for baptisms
(after Pentecost). Common traditions during the Ad-
vent season, including wreaths and candles, add to
the anticipation of Jesus’ birth. Another tradition is to
leave the manger empty when you set up your nativ-
ity scene. Then, during Christmas morning celebra-
tions, you can place the newborn baby Jesus in his
“bed.”

Dressing our church for the festive season ahead is on
all our minds. Just as we do at home, we want to cele-
brate the upcoming events with beauty and joy.

A variety of Christmas poinsettias are available
to order and may be done so through the church. You
may clip this order form from the newsletter or fill out an
envelope form at the church. Check should be made
out to Vermont Lutheran Church. Deadline for this spe-
cial order is Monday, December 7, 2008. The plants
will be in the sanctuary Sunday, December 20th for the
worship service.

Name

Telephone Number

I would like to order: (6" pot)

Red Poinsettia @ $13.00 =$

Pink Poinsettia @ $13.00 =%

White Poinsettia @ $ 13.00 =$

TOTAL ENCLOSED $
Message on the plant:

In memory of

In honor of

To celebrate Christ’s birth. Alleluial

Other message

All plants will be personally labeled and addressed.
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We built a Gingerbread Village !

Saturday, November 28, 2009

Last Saturday we made a gingerbread village....... ummmmmm; it was so good. We tasted
and tasted as construction on our village of wonderful sweets, healthy cereals and nuts continued
for almost two hours. Our Moms and Dads enjoyed building their houses too and helped us put the
finishing touches on our businesses and homes. And, did you know that it snowed in our village?
Look at the picture above! In the middle of our village, sitting upon a hill in the Town of Vermont, is
the Christmas Village Church. Just as our church is the center of our lives, so it is in our village.
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