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As Christians what can we do?

Here’s a portion of the poem:

| said to the man who stood at the gate of the year,
“Give me a light that | may tread safely into the unknown.”

That shall be to you better than light and safer than a known way!”
So | went forth, and finding the Hand of God, trod gladly into the night.
He led me towards the hills and the breaking of day in the lone east.

hymn:

This is my Father’s world.
O let me ne’er forget
that though the wrong seems oft so strong,

God is the ruler yet.
(“This Is My Father’s World” by Maltbie D. Babcock)

The Vermont Messenger

We who claim to be children of God live in a far too violent world. Terrorism, war,
random killing and sins too horrible to describe appear all too frequently in the daily news.

In another dark time, just before the outbreak of World War II, King George VI of
England went on the radio to offer a Christmas message of encouragement for his people.
As part of his remarks, he read a poem by Minnie Louise Haskins entitled “God Knows.”

And he replied, “Go into the darkness and put your hand into the hand of God.

We may not always be able to dispel the threatening darkness, but we can walk
through it with God for as long as it lasts. Let us remember these words from the popular

Vermont Lutheran Church is affiliated with the Sout h- Central Synod of Wisconsin
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.

“God’s Work. Our Hands”
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ANNUAL MEETING SCHEDULED 5 # 63 7

The Annual Meeting of Vermont Lu- * 2
theran Church is scheduled for Sunday, Janu- 8 .. *0
ary 24, 2010 immediately following the worship 9 * -
service. 3
Please have all reports to be included in the S #6 : ;

Annual Meeting booklet in to the church office by

January 11, 2010.

The Olive Branch is a symbol of
peace, harmony and
healing. Olive trees provide shel-
ter, as well as oil used for ointment
and consecration. The Olive
Branch also
represents deliverance from hardships and anxiety because a
dove brought an olive leaf back to Noah's ark after the flood “They joined the Fruit-of-the-Month Club, and

ended (Genesis 8:11). everything was fine 'til they got to apple.”

2009 Treasurer’s Summary—Budget vs. Actual

! # $% ) # # 5
& ' ( *+ - . &/

’
#$
% "&
&S
) $
,012 3/4




In 2006 | was camping one summer at a campground in northern Michigan. It
was a well kept campground, with a full view of Lake Michigan. The lodging
was quite simple, and other than a yard light right by the parking lot, there was
no electricity at the camp. While staying in the bunk house at this campsite, |
awoke during the middle of the night and not even a speck of light could be
seen. It was what could be called “pitch-dark.” It startled me—I kept blinking
my eyes trying to see, and even wondering if my eye lids were fully open.
There can be a certain sense of fear in a very dark place. | walked, blindingly
feeling my way to the door of the bunk house, to see if | could see the light near

the parking lot. Once the door was opened, there was a small ray of light off
into the distance. See it made me comfortable enough to return to bed.

A campground is not the only place where we need protection and light. Our daily lives can be just as dark and
uncertain. We sometimes fear that the dark periods of our lives will never know enough light again to make us be com-
fortable with our past. Distress in the present has its own dark tones, and we beckon for a ray of light, a ray of hope.
Life gets interrupted by the unexpected, too.

God knows the darkness and the uncertainty of this life. So God sends Jesus to be our light. And it is faith in
him that affords us protection against the interruptions of life. Your place in this life you live right now—Ilike a bunk house
in the middle of the night—may be dark...life still gets interrupted, but in Christ, we know that God is with us, working to
create new life in situations that feel very dark.

This Epiphany season, we celebrate the light that has come into the world. This light, that was born in a stable,
pierces the darkness of this world, and grows in brilliance. From the Babe of Bethlehem, to Jesus the man and teacher,
the light increases in strength.

Not so long ago, during worship on Christmas Eve, we shared the light of Christ with our candles. Epiphany is
that season of the church where we take that light, and bring it out into the world. It's as if we open that door of a dark
campground bunk house, that is deep into the woods, in order to see a ray of light. We go out into the world with cour-
age. With the light of Christ shining from us, we become the light in the darkness to others. How might we do this, you
ask?? We can impact others in very simple ways—a written note to say “hello”, paying a visit to someone, making a ran-
dom act of kindness. People can see Christ in what we do and say. And we can see, because the light of Christ shows
our way.

This Epiphany season, celebrate the light of Christ. Watch that light grow from the manger to the mountain of
Transfiguration, when Jesus shines in all his brilliant glory.

Arise, your light has come!
The Spirit’s call obey;
Show forth the glory of your God
Which shines on you today.
~ELW Hymn #314, verse 1

Pastor Christensen
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Service Volunteers for January, 2010
Team Leader: STAN & MARCIA MORLEY Telephone:  767-2841

January 3 January 10

January 17

January 24 January 31

Assisting Minister Klover Schafer Don Parrell

Ushers Greg/Patty Herrling Tom Wilkins
Greeters Greg/Patty Herrling Tom Wilkins
Readers Marcia Morley Debbie Krebs
Acolytes Bailey Lynch Cole Rickey
Communion* Patty Herrling

Hospitality Greg/Patty Herrling Doris Hayes

Peter Antonie

Dan Howe
Stan Morley
Dan Howe
Stan Morley
Marcia Morley

Collin Kennedy

Donna Dybdahl

Sara Amble
Jane Mickelson

Virginia Urness  Dan Brisky

Erika Forseth Dave/Donna Dybdanhl
Paul/Joan Skalet

Scott/Liz Herrling  Dave/Donna Dybdahl

Doris Hayes Debbie Krebs

Quinn Lynch Shaye Doyle

Erika Forseth Jeff/Sara Herrling
Paul/Joan Skalet  Terry/Heidi Doyle

*We will be using the regular method for Holy Commun ion (in cups w/bread — at the altar).
We thank you for volunteering your service to Verm ont Lutheran Church!
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February 2010 Service Team

Leaders: Shaun & Jill Lynch
Telephone: 767-2012

Dennis & Mary Aeschlimann
Anne Donaldson Family

Julie Endres

Bud & Pat Erickson

Mary Johns

Arlyn & Shelby McKenzie
Don & Marguerite Parrell
Dennis & Klover Schafer

Don & Bev Schultz

Joel Schultz

Russell Severson/Candy Cain
Katie Severson

Dale & Karen Tollefson

Julie Wright Family

Dale Paddock/Bonnie Pribbenow
Heidi Lemke Family

James Festge

Christy Festge
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Service Team Information

There are five service teams—with rotating
leaders. Leaders will be notified prior to the month
they are to organize the team and the list of team
members is published in The Messenger.

When your team leader schedules you for a specific
job, they will assume that you will be responsible for
the time and duty assigned. If you are unable to
serve during the month that your service team is
assigned it is your_responsibility _ to exchange with
someone in your service team group.

After the assignments have been made for the
month you will receive, in the mail, a description of
the assignments and directions to follow for your re-
sponsibility. These are easy to follow instructions. If
you have any questions concerning your duties you
should call your team leader.

We so appreciate your willingness to see that our
church services run smoothly and without interrup-
tion. Thank you!




CIRCLE MEETINGS

Joy Circle
10:00 am at Luckinbooth’s in

Black Earth

Hannah Circle

Evening Circle
7:00 pm at the home of Marlene Ludolph
Gaila Olsen—serving hostess

Altar Duty for January 2010
Doris Hayes & Donna Dybdahl
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The WELCA meeting for December was can-
celled due to inclement weather. However, the officers
were able to meet and worked on a preliminary budget,
officer candidates for 2010, constitutional amendments,
and other matters for the coming year.

Copies of the proposed budget, constitutional
amendments and officer candidates will be available for
WELCA members on the library table in the narthex
before the church Annual Meeting scheduled for Janu-
ary 24, 2010. If there are concerns, questions, etc.
please contact a WELCA officer.

Our next quarterly meeting will be in March
2010. Our March agenda will include voting on the
budget, officers, and constitutional amendments. If
there is anything you wish to put on the agenda, please
contact Kris Antonie at 767-2641.

)0

We have decided to continue with our annual donation to
the Vermont WELCA instead of the offerings taken dur-
ing the meetings. More information about this will follow

Thank you to all who bought
coffee, olive oil and this Christmas, the
candy and hot chocolate. It is a very
worthy cause and you have helped so
many people get a start to a life where
they can make a living, start a business,
build a school or just improve the qual-
ity of their lives. So, thank you again
and please continue to buy Fair Trade
products.
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The Vermont women of the ELCA would like to thank the
women and congregational members for their wonderful sup-
port of this mission. We collected $430. This money will be
used to support programs and resources for women in the
ELCA. Thank you again for your generosity.

in February.

Yea! Jill Lynch heard an angel that was asking for a vice-
president for our organization and Jill said “YES”! Thank you
Jill...we are looking forward to a great year on the board.

A very special ‘thank you’ to Mrs. Dorothy Halverson for a me-
morial given in memory of her husband, Stanley. This memorial
will be used to purchase the pastor’s new liturgy (for the cran-
berry hymn book) that goes on the altar and the books for the
organists.

We need a few members to help with the 2010 WELCA Direc-
tory. Donna Dybdahl has graciously volunteered her expertise
but we still need more to help her out. Please contact Donna or
Kris if you can help.

We feel blessed to include LAMP ministry in our missions and
are thankful Pastor Chad and Kim were able to witness their
work this past summer.

It has come to our attention that the funeral service menu and
fees haven’t been updated since 2001, so we will consider any
changes at the upcoming March meeting.

On January 31st, Pastor Chad will be hosting a conference in
the afternoon and we have offered to provide the dinner. Let us
know if you can help. Thanks everyone, for all you do!
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Thanks to all who have

helped during my terms as Vice
President and President. It takes

the combined efforts of many to
make our organization successful 5

A New Year wish

May the New Year bring us:

Enough happiness to keep us sweet;

Enough trials to keep us strong;

Enough hope to keep us lively;

Enough sorrows to keep us dependent upon God;
Enough failure to keep us humble;

Enough success to keep us eager;

Enough friends to give us comfort;

Enough wealth to meet our needs;

Enough enthusiasm to keep us looking forward,
Enough faith to overcome despair;

And enough determination to use every day
and situation somehow for good.
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FIRST READING : Isaiah 62:1-5

PSALM: Psalm 36:5-10

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 12:1-11
GOSPEL: John 2:1-11

< N
FIRST READING : Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10
PSALM: Psalm 19
SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a
GOSPEL: Luke 4:14-21

<

FIRST READING : Jeremiah 1:4-10
PSALM: Psalm 71:1-6

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 13:1-13
GOSPEL: Luke 4:21-30

Picture of Vermont Lutheran Church taken in early
December, 2009 by Randy Kvam

Contribution
Statements will
be sent to you
mid-January.
Please call the
church office if
there is a
discrepancy
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Our Sunday School will begin the year studying the story of Joseph and the Coat of Many Colors.
There are several themes to this story. The ones we will focus on are:

1) God is always with you — even when things look grim;

2) Each of us have unique talents, we should treasure each other’s talents rather
than be jealous of them

3) God expects us to forgive those who hurt us

Our teachers for this rotation will be Lisa King, Deb Krebs, Terry DeWitt and Joanie Haugen. We will
be studying Joseph through February 7".  Joyce Howery is retiring after over 25 years of service to the chil-
dren of Vermont. We will miss her dearly downstairs but we wish her all the best.

For Christmas, the Sunday School kids made a $200 donation to Heifer International with their weekly
giving money. The children chose to donate a flock of ducks, 2 set of chicks, rabbits, geese, trees and bees
to help alleviate hunger and help families become self-sufficient.

Snack Helpers for January are:
January 10" — Riley Lynch

January 17" - Brady Hurner

January 24" — Micah & Billy Hanson
January 31% — Avery & Cassidy DeWitt

%&& " 34 %&5 54 'BHIER

This event will take place on the campus of Luther college in Decorah, IA. More than 150 young peo-
ple from throughout the U.S. come together each summer for this rigorous musical study and performance
program in a supportive environment. LSM seeks to foster musical excellence in a caring community for high
school band, orchestra, choral and keyboard students from all faith backgrounds. This event is for students,
grades 8—12. The program features an outstanding faculty of artists, teachers and a chaplain. It is open to
students of all faiths, but very much centered in Lutheran liturgical traditions. LSM encourages students to
use music as a catalyst for an exploration of personal faith and creativity. For more information on the pro-
gram visit www.lutheransummermusic.org or contact the organization’s national offices in Minneapolis at 888-
635-6583 or by e-mail at Ism@Ilutheransummermusic.org.




- Our Youth Group in Action -
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Our 13 confirmands will begin their unit
on the New Testament this spring semester.
Please keep the students in your prayers. The
8" grade students will be confirmed on May 23",
Pentecost Sunday, or around that time, pending
each student meeting the instruction require-

ments as stated in their schedule. The current +

7" grade students will likely complete their in- o

struction and be confirmed on October 31, Ref- o ,,

ormation Sunday, this year. Registration deadline is January 9, 2010

Please see or call Pastor Chad




The aluminum can drive will continue and the proceeds
will benefit Habitat for Humanity. Bring your cans to the
trash receptacle at church. A Habitat home was built in
Mazomanie this summer. Dan the can man will be
anxious to recycle the cans.

Please remember to pop off the tabs for The Ronald
McDonald House. Each tab equals a penny donation! They are so happy
to get them. Our last bag was over 5000!

are God's People at work?

Right Here in Northwest Dane County!

Have you ever thought you'd like to know more attbelocal Food Pantry?

It's a busy place on the last Saturday of eachtipawvhich is Food Pickup Day, where the Pantrythasn serving 45-50
families pretty consistently. This Thanksgivingjish usually runs higher than other months, thefpaerved 67 families made up
of 101 adults and 51 children. In December, fori€mas, we served approximately 55 families.

How does the Food Pantry work and how did it get strted?

No one was quite able to tell me when it startiédhas been operating for at least 25 years awdstoriginally started by
the Methodists who asked other churches to joimtirethe work. Other area churches joined quiekig about nine area churches
have continued the work over the years. The faotry is currently located at the Community Ceintdviazomanie, and was for-
merly in the basement of the old Black Earth SBaek building in Black Earth. It serves the peapi€ross Plains, Black Earth,
Mazomanie and the surrounding towns of Berry, CRIais, Mazomanie, Black Earth and Vermont. J8khn, President of the
organization, reports that all volunteers donateomty their time but also mileage. Even the usthe Community Center is a do-
nation from the village of Mazomanie.

The governing body consists of voting represérgatfrom each church that is involved. Dave amifa Dybdahl are
Vermont's representatives and have served for atyears. Before them, Ginny and Al Johnson weirerepresentatives. Each
church is in a rotation for serving on the PickugyD Vermont just served this past Saturday in Da#m. The Dybdahl’s, some of
Vermont's youth group, Pastor Chad and other velerst worked together with other groups that wibere to help also.

Each church collects food and money from theirgh@mners and there are food drop off places at lwaks, libraries, and
grocery stores. About $7,000 worth of food is jpaged beyond what is donated each year. Some &egrirchased through Sec-
ond Harvest at a reduced price. In addition, shmds and commodities come from the federal, statecounty governments.
They have a refrigerator and three freezers to Keepggs, margarine, milk, cheese, and any mieattate given or purchased.
Local stores provide some of the perishablesprivate trust helps to fund the purchase of freah &nd vegetables as well as per-
sonal products. And, one local family grows lotextra vegetables in their summertime garden &ades their produce with the
pantry, turning a family hobby into a way of sharimith others. According to John, there are alwagsaty of canned green beans,
tomato soup, pumpkin and refried beans. Thingsatealways in need are diapers, toilet papeckers, frosting, cereal, pineapple
and mandarin oranges.

How Can | Help?

You can give either cash donations or food donatibroughout the year at Vermont. Also, watchaienouncements for
when Vermont will be working at the Food Pickup Bayolunteers are always needed!



Gifts for Our College Students ﬁéj Leli- \

We just could not forget our college kids at this Thank m for th‘e o
very stressful exam time. “Study, study, study.....get ou very £ treats‘. 'V ;
those last minute items sunk into your brains. Oh, thank c'\OUS 0) . n (‘,‘(\OCO
goodness we’ll be home and enjoying Christmas soon”! peen (.‘,‘f\!n all day \

Such are the thoughts of many as they finish up (e @ chip ednesday,
their semesters at their prospective schools. Through the \ final ) S0
month of November and early December we collected nhave nd Ff\da he
items that we were sure the kids would enjoy during their Thufsday came att
study time and mailed them off to each of them Decem- these trea S CLate n'\ght
ber 9th. Bringing them greetings from their home church tec ime! s ettel
let them know that they are thought of often and continue e ing alw ay
to be in our prayers. We pray for their happiness and study
success in their studies and subsequent endeavors. 8

Thanks to all those who contributed to this very
ingenious mission and to those who helped to assemble
the care packages. As you can see by the notes on the
right, the care packages were really appreciated. Not
only did we receive written notes, there were also phone | !
calls of appreciation. #
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Thanks to everyone who
has been bringing in box
tops for education, milk-

caps and Campbell's la-

bels.
( Keep them coming it's
or the kids!)
Pennies for Poverty /

A Please keep bringing in your
»J. pennies! They will be donated later.
‘@ If your birthday is in January,

- why not put in a penny for each year, or

get rid of that “pesky” change in your
pocket!
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Our primary ministry here at Vermont is conveying God’s word. We teach and we learn from the Bible. In keep-
ing with our wider Lutheran church’s interest in going deeper into the scriptures, through the Book of Faith Initiative, this
column on biblical understandings is being written. In this column last month, we learned about the Bible’s authors and
language. This month we’ll address the Bible’s content.

Our wider Lutheran church is encouraging all our churches to reinvigorate ourselves in the strong Lutheran tradi-
tion of learning more from our Bible—for our personal faith and for our witness through the church and beyond. Please

take note of the Bible study opportunities offered by Vermont this year and come join us in study and discussion!

As we have read, the Bible is the authoritative writing for the Christian church. It is the inspired Word of God...
that means that in some special way, God had a relationship and special impact on the faithful human biblical writers.

When reading the Bible, one comes upon different ways in which truths about God are revealed. There are
many kinds of literary methods in conveying the story.

Two literary methods relating to Scripture are defined here:

Myth-1. is a story using other worldly data to explain this world. 2. A person or thing having only imaginary or
unverifiable existence. 3. Untrue or non-factual story.

Parable-is an earthly story with a heavenly meaning. Jesus used parables as an effective way to reveal truths
about himself, people and the Kingdom.

There are no myths in the Bible; but there are stories like myths. Biblical writings are theological, not logical.
What biblical writings point to are the truths about God.

There may be some stories in Scripture that we find difficult to grasp, especially if they conflict with what we
know about the world through our own observation or science (example: the story of Creation and the science of Evolu-
tion).

The Bible has no errors as it is a guide to knowing the true God—It does not err in matters of the Spirit.

In describing this world, though, the Bible does have some errors. The Bible does conflict when read with the
natural sciences. The Bible was never meant to be a science textbook.

In looking at the literary method of myth relating to Scripture, John L. McKenzie writes in his Dictionary of the
Bible: “What distinguishes passages of the Old Testament from ancient myths is not the patterns of thought and lan-
guage, which seem in every respect to be the same, but the Hebrew idea of God as known through His revelation of
Himself. The knowledge that the biblical writers had was attributed to their personal encounters with God, and in this
respect the unknown reality is not entirely unknown.

When we compare the thought processes of the writing of the Old Testament (OT) with the thought of ancient
Semitic (Jewish) myth, we observe that the OT rejects all elements which are out of character with the God whom they
knew. But what the OT writers knew of God could be expressed only through symbolic form and concrete cosmic event,
and the relations of God with the world and with humans were perceived and expressed through the same patterns and
processes which elsewhere might be called mythical. This is the quality of Old Testament language.”

What McKenzie means is that those who wrote the Scriptures were inspired by the Spirit and their experience of
God was also important for them. So what they experienced led to what they wrote in story form, symbolizing what they
knew. This is not myth, because the biblical writers did know and experience God, which they conveyed in their writings
and that became our Bible. Stories, then, like Daniel and the Lion’s Den and Jonah and the Whale are stories with great
meaning, conveying who God cares for and why God acts in these stories. These stories reveal truths about God and
God's relation with us. However, the historical aspect of stories like these in Scripture (how events actually happened as
stated, that which sometimes deals with the HOW) is also not as actual or valid as it is written literally.

The late Alvin Rogness, a Lutheran scholar, expressed that if one tries to regard the Bible as literally perfect,
word for word and “correct in all its historical and scientific allusions, (this) may put the believer on an endless chase to
defend it against historical and scientific research. But to think of it as just another great book among others is to rob us
of its divine revelation and authority.

“Even if we want to regard the Bible as perfect, we do not go to it to learn about the shape of the earth
(Christians did this in the day of Galileo and Copernicus), to discover skills in medicine, or to ferret out the secret of the
atom. God has other ways of letting us in on telephones, penicillin, and computers. But God has no book but the Bible
to reveal himself as a God of infinite love. That is the Bible’s purpose.”]

Note:

What one chooses to believe about what is or is not historical in the Bible is up to each individual Bible reader. Believing or not believing in one way or
another (e.g. whether or not people were actually eaten by the lions in Daniel’s story or if God created or did not create just as is read in Genesis) does
not deem you as wrong or bad. Our faith and salvation do not depend on whether we believe certain stories in Scripture actually happened they way
they were written or not. We are saved by believing that Jesus Christ is Lord.

Dictionary of the Bibleby John L. McKenzie, (New York: Touchstone-Sin&®&chuster, 1995), p. 599.
A Book of Comfort: When You Have Douylig Alvin N. Rogness, (Minneapolis: Augsburg, 1399 23.
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The Wisconsin Heights Men’s ministry
group will be meeting at the Luckenbooth
Café in Black Earth, Wednesday, January 6
at 7:30 a.m. Pastor Christensen will be lead-
ing devotions at the breakfast. All men are
welcome!

th

is scheduled for
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A New Year's Resolution

Economically speaking, 2009 was a dreadful year for
many families around the world. Some lost homes, cars and
jobs. Many are unable to fund college educations for their
children, and bank accounts have dwindled. What will 2010
bring: movement toward less of everything or toward a more
hopeful future?

Here’s a good resolution to make: “Our family will pay
close attention to our income, our savings and our necessary
purchases. We will keep a record of every dollar spent and
every dollar saved.”

Money accumulated, invested and given wisely will
bring peace of mind and the ability to contribute more to the
church and people in need. Families must develop a healthy
attitude toward money. Scripture doesn’t condemn money; it
simply warns against loving it or making it an idol (1 Timothy
6:10).

With God as our mentor, nearly every family can
avoid having crushing debt. Wise stewardship brings relief
and unbridled joy to those who practice it. As economist
George Humphrey said, “I don’t think you can spend yourself
rich.”
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In Revelation 22:16, Jesus says: “Itis I, Jesus, who
sent my angel to you with this testimony for the churches. |
am the root and the descendant of , the bright
morning star.”

Choose the correct name from the list below:

A. Isaac
B. Jacob
C. David
D. Solomon

D lamsuy
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