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 Please note -- to keep our 
communications clear and our minis-
tries at Vermont running smoothly, 
please let Linda at the church office 

know about the ministry or other activity your 
group is holding so that it can be placed on our 
church activities calendar.   

 This will help in avoiding overlapping 
scheduling for the same room/space at the 
church.  Thank you. 

                                                                                                                                
Vermont Lutheran Church is affiliated with the Sout h- Central Synod of Wisconsin 

of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 

“God’s Work, Our Hands” 

Wednesday Night Worship! 
Beginning Wednesday, June 

3rd and running through 
Wednesday, August 26th, we 
will be holding 7:00 pm eve-
ning services.  These shorter, 

more casual services will provide a different 
worship experience than Sunday morning and 
will have a different sermon than the previous 

Sunday.  All are welcome to both services! 
We want to reach out to those unable to attend 

worship on the weekends as well as reach out to 
the community and the unchurched with these 
services.  The setting will be smaller (like the 

mid-week Lenten services) and can be the       
optimum occasion for inviting your friend or 

neighbor to join you.   

See you in worship this summer! 

       EVERYONE 
       LOVES A         

         PARADE .......                   
        RIGHT?                       

                           As part of the            
                              outreach at    

                            Vermont                
                              Lutheran                                 

                             Church we are 
                            making our 

       selves known 
as  "the friendly church on the hill"  by 

having a float in the parade in Mt. Horeb 
on Sunday, June 7th at noon.   

So, let's get together and ready our-
selves for this event on Tuesday, June 
2nd at 6 pm at Randy & Shawn Page's 
garage facility (next to Norske Wood 

Works, 4738 Hwy. 78).  We'll have soda 
and "junk food"  there for all of us to 

munch on as we have loads of fun letting 
our imaginations soar.       

SEE YOU THERE!  If you have ques-
tions, call or see Joan Haugen .  If you 

would like to ride on the float, contact 
Pastor Chad. 

Father’s Day is June 21, 2009. 

Some time on Father’s Day 
ask your father to share some 
of his meaningful experiences, 

joys, memories.  

Get to know him better! 
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� ermont ���� utheran ���� hurch 

9886 Vermont Church Road 

Black Earth, WI   53515 

Telephone (608) 767-3312 

Office Hours at the Church:                                        
T,W,Th—9:00am—2:00 pm                                          

E-mail address:  Vermont_Church@tds.net 

Website:   vermontlutheran.org 

 

Pastor  Rev. Chad L. Christensen   

  767-3312 (office)   437-7245  (home) 
  email:  chchriste@yahoo.com 
Secretary Linda Watkins  795-4714      
Organist  Marguerite Parrell  767-2427 

Choir Director Marguerite Parrell  767-2427 
Custodian Joyce Parrell  767-3982
  

Your Church Officers 
President Peter Antonie   767-2641 
Vice President Klover Schafer  795-4365 
Secretary Bonnie Dauck  798-4161 
Treasurer Patty Herrling  798-2268 
Council Members Jon Urness  767-2471 
  Gary Olsen  767-3988 
  Scott Berger  795-4547 
  Jill Stone-Brisky                  643-8780 
  Bill Kennedy  795-2921 

 
Who to Contact 

Worship & Music Marguerite Parrell  767-2427 
Missions  Klover Schafer  795-4365 
Evangelism Bonnie Dauck  798-4161 
Stewardship Jill Stone-Brisky                  643-8780                                                               
Endowment Karsten Haugen  767-5586
                                                                                                        
Building & Grounds Committee 
  Jim Ludolph  767-2272 
  Michael Dauck  798-4161 
  Greg Herrling  798-2268 
                                                                                                         
Women’s Group & Activities   
President Donna Dybdahl  767-3674 
V. President Marlene Ludolph  767-2272 
Secretary Marguerite Parrell  767-2427 
Treasurer Shirley Brandt  767-3030 
Activities 
Library  Connie Goderstad  767-3477                    
  Joan Skalet  767-2289                   
Sunday School Joanie Haugen  767-3327 
Confirmation         Pastor Chad                       767-3312 
Service Volunteers    Shirley Brandt  767-3030 
Newsletter Linda Watkins  795-4714 
Kitchen  Virginia Urness  767-3493 
  Janet Everson  588-3820                                                             
                                                  (Cell)206-1805 
Cemetery Dave Haugen  767-3313 
  Jon Urness  767-2471 

  
 June 1 Mary Johns   
  2 Harvey Barsness  
   Nathan Haugen  
  6 Isabelle Wright  
  16 Al Johnson 
  19 Brock Jenson  
  20 Isabel Brisky   
   Richard Rassmussen 
   Alia Schlimgen  
  21 Stan Morley   
   Leah Nelson   
  22 Jai Haack   
  23 Garrett Haukoos  
   Ruth Page   
  24 David Dybdahl  
  25 Terry Doyle   
   Randy Kvam   
  26 Curtis Johnson  
  27 Shaun Lynch   
   Esther Nelson  
   Donna Schultz  
  28 Quinn Doyle   
   Casey Ellarson  
  29 Doris Hayes   
   Adam Meigs 

JUNE 
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2009 Treasurer’s Summary—Budget vs. Actual  
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� The Wisconsin Heights Knitters have issued challenge 
to their members to knit or crochet 150 caps for chemotherapy 
patients by the end of October 2009.  Last year the knitters   
delivered more than 130 caps to the American Cancer Society 
as a result of their 100-cap challenge and they plan to top that 
total this year.  The caps make good summer projects because 
they are small and portable.  Skull caps that the knitters make 
for soldiers to wear under their helmets are also good summer    
projects and are distributed through the American Legion      
Auxiliary.  A retired service member recently told the knitters 
that the caps are invaluable in making the helmets bearable for 
all-day wear and in helping them to fit smaller heads. 

 The knitters also continue their four-year tradition of 
making prayer shawls for the elderly, those who are ill, families 
of armed service members, and anyone else who is in distress 
in any way and baptismal shawls to welcome the youngest 
members of our church.  The knitters have distributed approxi-
mately 250 prayer shawls and more that 60 baptismal shawls 
and have received heartfelt thank you notes from recipients that 
make the effort more than worthwhile. 

 Anyone with an interest in knitting or crocheting for good 
causes is encouraged to attend the monthly gathering at 6:30 
p.m. at New Heights, Mazomanie on the 3rd Tuesday of each 
month.  Yarn and easy patterns are available.  Contact Judy 
Nelson, 795-2660 or Nancy Stoller, 795-2243 w/questions.                                                                       

SEE OUR WEB PAGE. . . 

www.vermontlutheran.org 
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BIBLE STUDIES CONTINUE!  

                                      
Bible study, Classical Devotions,    
continues in June at 7:00 p.m.      

Tuesday evenings and         
10:30 a.m. on Thursday                

mornings. 
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From Pastor Chad’s Desk . . . 
� � � ����        There’s Still Seating Available!!! — Jesus’ Parable  of the Great Dinner  

 
 This month, the mark of our church life together that we are exploring is 

 “invitation.”  The seven marks of church life and discipleship are: 
     Prayer, Worship, Study, Inviting,  Giving, Serving, and Encouraging. 
                                                                                                                                                                                    
 In thinking about the church’s ministry of invitation (inviting others to join 
 in participation and service through the church), one of Jesus’ teachings 
 that relates to this ministry can be read in the Parable of the Great Dinner,  
 in Luke 14:16-23.  This teaching is about sharing God’s kingdom. 

Luke 14:16-23:   

 Jesus said, “Someone gave a great dinner and invited many.  At the time for the dinner he sent his 
slave to say to those who had been invited, ‘Come; for everything is ready now.’ But they all alike began to 
make excuses.  The first said to him, ‘I have bought a piece of land, and I must go out and see it; please ac-
cept my regrets.’  Another said, ‘I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I am going to try them out; please ac-
cept my regrets.’ Another said, ‘I have just been married, and therefore I cannot come.’  So the slave returned 
and reported this to his master.  Then the owner of the house became angry and said to his slave, ‘Go out at 
once into the streets and lanes of the town and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind, and the lame.’  And 
the slave said, ‘Sir, what you ordered has been done and there is still room.’  Then the master said to the 
slave, ‘Go out into the roads and lanes, and compel people to come in, so that my house may be filled.’” 

 

A number of things can be observed from the underlined portions of this Bible text, regarding the importance 
of invitation for the sake of the other: 

There may be rejection (and excuses—see the first passage underlined) in response to our asking 
someone to come and engage is that which is spiritual or “of God.”  Jesus knew rejection, too.  
In this text, Jesus is warning that the opposition he is encountering is a sign of further rejection 
that lies ahead for him, leading to the cross; 
 

“Going out into the streets and lanes to invite the disadvantaged” is a theme deeply held in the 
scriptures, indicating that which is good within  community in caring for our neighbor as what 
God desires for his kingdom, and as well through the church; 

 
“There’s still seating available”—God’s will is done when He has brought all in to his fold.  Our  

calling is to reflect this through  invitation to church (worship, Bible study, youth group, meal 
fellowship)  that is timely and appropriate to those whom we could ask to come with us to hear 
God’s word. 

 
“Compelling the people to come in” can be a challenging aspect of our faithful witness.  Articulat-

ing our faith through the sharing of it, and inviting someone through such sharing, does take 
some thought and practice.  But the effect of such invitation when we have brought another to 
hear God’s word, and even the impact of our invitation upon our own faith when we have 
shared something of our own spirituality, can be quite rewarding. 

�

Invitation of others to join us at church may be one of our most challenging marks to do.  We Lutherans can 
be a shy lot in this regard.  Research has showed that Lutherans invite someone to worship with them once 
every 23 years!  There is room for improvement in our invitational ministries!  Evangelism and invitation are 
not just the work of church committees that oversee these ministries, nor solely work that belongs just to the 
pastor.  We all have a common interest and stake in sharing the Good News of Christ and being inviters in 
the faith—for faith was not meant to be a private enterprise.   

                                                    (Continued on page 7) 



Service Volunteers for June, 2009 
Team Leaders:   Jim and Marlene Ludolph    (Telepho ne 767-2272) 
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                                       June 7                                June 14                             June 21                             June 28                                                                    
                                                                      

Assist Minister              Virginia Urness                  Ingerid Kvam                    Klover Schafer                   Don Parrell             
 
Reader                          Gaila Olsen                        Doug Meier                       Jon Urness                        Marlene Ludolph             
 
Acolytes                        Galen Kennedy                  Colin Kennedy                   Quinn Lynch                      Kent Norslien 
 
Greeters                         Burnett and Marie    Jill & Paul Dybdahl             Julie Schmitt                     Bill & Myra Maik 
   Severson                           Janet Everson                    Amy Schlimgen                
                                                                                   
Ushers                          Eric & Joanie Haugen        Paul & Jill Dybdahl            Jill Adler and                      Myron & Ronda 
             Joanne Skalet                    Norslien 
                                                                     
Communion               Gary Olsen                        None                                  Jon Urness                        None                                  
 
Hospitality                     Marie Severson                 Janet Everson                   Judy Urness                       Eric & Joanie  
                                       Marlene Ludolph                Charlene Meier                                                           Haugen  
                                                                                                                                                                       

   
We will be using the regular method (in cups w/brea d — at the altar).   

 We thank you for volunteering your service to Verm ont Lutheran Church!  

 
Fellowship hour after worship will be held in the f ellowship hall in June, July, and August.  

July 2009 Service Team 
Leaders:  Jeff and Lisa King 

 
Service Team Information 

 There are five service teams—with rotating 
leaders.  Leaders will be notified prior to the month 
they are to organize the team and the list of team 
members is published in The Messenger. 
 When your team leader calls you to set up 
the schedule they will assume that you will be re-
sponsible for the time and duty assigned.  If you are 
unable to serve during the month that your service 
team is assigned it is advisable that you call the team 
leader as soon as possible so that alternative ar-
rangements can be made. 

 After the assignments have been made for 
the month you will receive, in the mail, a description 
of the assignments and directions to follow for your   
responsibility.  These are easy to follow instructions.  
If you have any questions concerning your duties you 
should call your team leader. 

 We so appreciate your willingness to see that 
our church services run smoothly and without inter-
ruption.  Thank you! 

Peter and Kris Antonie                          
Debra Barsness                           
Brenda Barsness                            
Scott and Peggy Berger                   
Mike and Bonnie Dauck                    
Bob and Karen Duhr                         
Adam Festge and Jamaica Hix  
Connie Goderstad                           
Joan Hoesly                                       
Jeff and Lisa King                          
Maria Klemme                              
Knute and Esther Nelson            
Linda Page                                        
Randy and Cindy Page                     
Ruth Page                                    
Shawn and Jackie Page                             
Leonard and Sue Schaub                   
Virginia Urness                                
Amy Wille 
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  CIRCLE MEETINGS 
 

Joy Circle  *                                                             
Will not meet in June, July, or August.                                                                  

 
 Hannah Circle *  

Will not meet in June, July, or August.                                                           
  

Evening Circle *                                                                     
This circle does not meet during June, July or    
August.  It will continue in September, 2009. 
Watch bulletins for date and location of June      

dinner out! 
                                                                                                                                                    

Altar Duty for June, 2009 :        
 Beverly Schultz and Julie Endres 
 
* In August:  

There will be a joint Bible Study with all three     
circles.  Watch newsletters and bulletins for date in 

August and the location.  
 

9
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South-Central Wisconsin Synodical Women’s             

Organization of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America 9th Biennial Convention 

“Finding Joy in the Journey” 
June 26 and 27, 2009 

at Bishop O’Connor Center, Madison, WI 
If you have any questions, call Marlene Ludolph, wh o 

is the delegate to the convention. 
�

 Do you remember the old red hymnals that                     
were replaced by those presently being used (LBW 
and WOV)?   Since they are no longer being used, 
the church council has voted to make them avail-
able to the Vermont Congregation. 

 They will be displayed in the fellowship hall 
after July 4th.  Those that were given as memorials 
will be on a separate table for family members who 
would like to  have those hymnals in particular. 

 Otherwise, please help yourselves to those 
remaining. 
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� On Wed., June 24 at 6:30 pm 
the Vermont Women of ELCA will 
meet for a brief business meeting 
before the 7:00 p.m. worship service.   

 Then Rose Heathcote, 
daughter of George and Melinda 

Heathcote, granddaughter of Joan Hoesly, who is a 
graduating senior of Wisconsin Heights High 
School, will speak during worship about her two 
months in Zambia, Africa, this past semester,      
assisting at a children’s school and orphanage.  
This program will be of special interest to teenagers 
and confirmation age young people and their          
families.  The Evening Circle will serve refresh-
ments after the meeting. 
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June 7: 
Pastor will read.   
 
June 14: 
Ezekiel 17:22–24 
Psalm 92:1–4, 12–15 
The righteous shall spread abroad like a  
cedar of Lebanon. (Ps. 92:12) 
2 Corinthians 5:6–10 [11–13] 14–17 
Mark 4:26–34 
 
June 21: 
Job 38:1–11 
Psalm 107:1–3, 23–32 
You stilled the storm and silenced the waves 
of the sea. (Ps. 107:29) 
2 Corinthians 6:1–13 
Mark 4:35–41  
 
June 28: 
Lamentations 3:22–33 
Psalm 30 
I will exalt you, O LORD, because you have 
lifted me up. (Ps. 30:1) 
2 Corinthians 8:7–15 
Mark 5:21–43 

��������	���
����
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There is a gem of truth, also, in general human    
experience that can help us with understanding invitation: 
Just as we can think our way into action, we can also act 
our way into thinking.  Perhaps as we make more strides in 
expressing to others what is going on both in our personal 
faith as well as what is going on at our church, then this 
mark of the faith that we call “invitation” will come with bet-
ter ease and our fears of inviting another will subside.   

Dr. Patrick Keifert, of Luther Seminary, and author 
of Welcoming the Stranger: A Public Theology of Worship 
and Evangelism, writes of a study where half of all the 
unchurched population (of the study) think at least once a 
week about going to church.  With this, I invite you to in-
vite—there may be a 50-50 chance of acceptance of your 
invitation!  Think of one or two people, whom you know that 
you could invite to church and pray over the possibility of 
approaching them with an invitation, asking God to provide 
an appropriate time and moment when such an invitation 
can be made, and then invite. [We have a new Wednesday 
night worship service that is the perfect occasion for inviting 
someone to!!)  And know that, in the process of inviting, 
God has a special penchant for strengthening us during 
these times and has good things in store for the invited 
ones to hear for their own lives. 

  God’s blessings to you this summer, 

  Pastor Chad L. Christensen 

                                                                                               

About Welcoming  
 In our recent edition of Seeds for the Parish,    published 
by our ELCA Lutheran church (May-June 2009), there are good 
suggestions for ways of being a welcoming church.  Greeting a 
new visitor is important ministry.  If our main goal is to have the 
newcomer return on a regular basis, there are a number of 
things to be aware of: 

- As territorial creatures, we are very particular about where we 
 sit.  In a smaller church we joke about having “our own” pew.  
 So, if you arrive at worship to find a visitor in the seat you’ve 
 been occupying for a long time, please be considerate of the 
 guest and don’t let it adversely affect your own worship       
 experience. 

- Church jargon in one’s vocabulary can be intimidating.  Some 
 people new to worship may not know what certain words 
 mean (such as “narthex” and “liturgy”)—in fact, we might 
 need some refreshing about what these words mean as well!; 

- Greetings can be tricky.  Newcomers don’t like to be singled 
 out in church as it makes them feel uncomfortable.  There-
 fore, refrain from calling too much attention to the visitor—
 especially in a small church. 

- Be helpful to those next to you, during worship.  If you notice 
 that someone has lost his or her place while trying to follow 
 the service, quietly help them find the right page. 

Do you remember the old red hymnals that                     
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Pennies for Pov-

erty 

  

 What happens to those  
Pennies for Poverty that are        
collected throughout the year? 

 They will be taken to the 
Women of ELCA Biennial Conven-
tion on June 24-25, 2009 and given 
as an offering.  

 If your birthday is in June, 
why not put in a penny for each 
year, or get rid of that “pesky” 
change in your pocket!  

@�����(��)��

                                                     
Thanks to everyone who has 

been bringing in box tops 
for education, milk-caps and 

Campbell’s         labels.                                              
( Keep them coming…….it’s 

for the kids! )  

                                                                        
 The aluminum can drive will continue and the 
proceeds will benefit Habitat for Humanity.  Bring your 

cans to the trash receptacle at church.  A Habitat 
house will be constructed in Mazomanie this summer.  

Dan the can man will be anxious to recycle the cans.   

 Please remember to pop off the tabs for The Ronald                     
McDonald House.  Each tab equals a penny donation!  They are so 
happy to get them.  Our last bag was over 5000! 
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In fellowship hall by the elevator! 
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Layette Kits—Lutheran World Relief  

(these items can be collected throughout the summer  and will be sent later in the fall—
garage sales can be great place to buy baby items) 

Include the following items in each layette: 

· 2 shirts or Onesies 

· 2 gowns or sleepers (w or w/out feet) 

· 2 receiving blankets 

· 4 cloth diapers, flat fold preferred 

· 1 sweater or sweatshirt 

· 2 washcloths 

· 1 bath-size bar (4.5 oz.) of gentle soap, in  

       its original wrapping 

· 2 diaper pins 

Include the following items in each school kit: 

· Padded or spiral notebooks of ruled paper, ap-
proximately 8x10-1/2” totaling 150-200 sheets.  
(If using 70-sheet, please include 3); do not in-
clude loose-leaf paper. 

· One 30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler with centime-
ters on one side and inches on the other. 

· One blunt scissors (safety scissors with embed-
ded steel blades work well) 

· One pencil sharpener 

· Six new, unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers; 
secure together with rubber band 

· One eraser approximately 2-1/2” long 

· 12 sheets of construction paper in assorted col-
ors (if necessary, fold in half to fit into the school 
kit bag) 

· One box of 16 or 24 crayons 

“… pour justice to the brim.” 

 
Coffee and Lutherans go together!  
Coffee is frequently present in our 
Christian fellowship and is also big 

business.  Yet for the majority of the 
coffee farmers the benefits are small.  

They often struggle just to make a simple living. 

 

Through the LWR Coffee Project, farmers benefit 
from Fair Trade and earn a better price for their    
top-quality products.  This allows thousands of    

people around the world to stay on their land, put 
food on the table, and keep kids in school.  Fair 

Trade farmers are also good stewards of the         
environment. 

 

Marlene Ludolph has both ground and whole bean 
coffee available, as well as caffeinated and decaf!  

See the display in the church entryway! 
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CONFIRMATION CLASS SCHEDULE 

May, 2009 

 

 

 

 

 

The last day of confirmation classes is   
May 27, 6:30 p.m.   Classes will resume 

September 2, 2009. 
 
 

Acolyte schedule for June, 2009:  
June          7  -  Galen Kennedy 
June        14  -  Colin Kennedy 
June        21  -  Quinn Lynch 
June        28  -  Kent Norslien 

 

 

 

 
Four of our kids will be attending                

Confirmation Camp at Sugar Creek 

on June 14-19, 2009. 

Pastor Chad will attend with the kids. 

�

Mark your calendars: 

Vacation Bible School will be with the Sugar Creek 
Counselors again this year.  We will join forces with New 
Heights to provide the counselors.  VBS will be held at 
New Heights Lutheran Church, Black Earth,  the week of 
July 26th.  Registration forms are available at church or 
contact Lisa King (767-3076) or Joanie Haugen (767-
3327).    We will be looking for adult volunteers and peo-
ple to prepare/serve snacks. 

 
Next year we will be switching to a Rotational Sunday 
School format.  Each week the children will be            
actively participating at a different center.  This format 
has been hugely popular with the students at other 
churches.  Throughout the summer we will be looking for 
volunteers to help transform our space into exciting new 
venues. 

 
All summer long we will be providing various in-church 
activities for the kids.  Please continue to have older kids 
sit downstairs and reserve the nursery upstairs for the 
toddlers and pre-schoolers.  We look forward to worship-
ping together as families this summer! 
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P.R.I.S.M. stands for P roviding R esources I n Student M inistry. 
A learning and leadership opportunity for students at Lutherdale Camp, 

Elkhorn, WI on July 8-11, 2009  
It is a 4 day-3 night camp experience for students completing 9th, 10th, or 11th 
grade.  Students will be active in workshops, exploring their call, engaging in 
challenging activities, listening to vibrant speakers and making new friends. 

The cost of the camp is $150 per student.  Scholarships are available.  If you are 
interested please contact Joan Haugen or Pastor Chad. 
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Men’s Events 

Mens Breakfast 
On Wed., June 3,        
7:30 a.m. there will be a 
Men’s Breakfast at new 
He igh ts  Lu theran 

Church, Mazomanie.  All men are 
invited and encouraged to attend! 
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Vermont Lutheran Church 
9886 Vermont Church Road 
Black Earth, WI       53515 

PRESORTED 

STANDARD 

PERMIT NO. 5 
Black Earth, WI    53515 

Change  Service Requested 
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