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New Outreach Group to be Formed 

  We are looking to assemble a most      
excellent group of dedicated church members 
who would be interested in the following    
ministry areas: 

 -  Developing ways of being outreach-   
oriented in our community     
 -  Studying the Scriptures regarding    
community outreach and mission  
 -  Exploring and implementing invitation 
and welcoming ministries   
 -  Designing postcards, signs and posters 
for our events      
 -  Baking goods for prospective member 
visits        
 -Publicity of our church and photography 

 If you are interested in being a part of 
this new Outreach Group at Vermont, and 
were not able to attend the February 18th 
meeting, please let Pastor Chad know. 

 Jesus’ teaching of the parable of the 
Wedding Banquet guides us in this ministry: 

 

“Tell those who have been invited: Look, I 
have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my 
fat calves have been slaughtered and every-
thing is ready; come to the wedding banquet.  
Go therefore into the main streets, and invite 
everyone you find to the banquet…and they 
gathered all whom they found, both good and 
bad; so the wedding hall was filled with 
guests    (Matthew 22:4, 9-10, NRSV). 

 

 

 

 

Lenten Bible Studies: Devotional Classics 
We will be reading Devotional Clas-

sics, edited by Richard J. Foster and James 
Bryan Smith, for our Lenten Bible study.  We 
are holding two sessions weekly, for six 
weeks, beginning February 24 (Tuesdays at 7 
p.m.) and February 26 (Thursdays at 10:30 
a.m.).  The Tuesday and Thursday sessions 
are the same to accommodate people’s sched-
ules and if you miss one session, you can 
come to the other.  You are welcome to join 
the study at any time, even if you are unable to 
attend the first sessions! 

Devotional Classics explores Bible 
readings along with short excerpts from well- 
known religious writers like C.S. Lewis, Jona-
thon Edwards, St. Augustine, Evelyn Underhill, 
Luther, Calvin, Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Annie Dil-
lard, and Kathleen Norris.  You can purchase 
the book from Pastor Chad, ranging from $9-
11, or purchase it yourself from a bookseller. 

  

Please note -- to keep our 
communications clear and 
our ministries at Vermont 
running smoothly, please let 
Linda at the church office 
know about the ministry or 

other activity your group is holding so that it 
can be placed on our church activities    
calendar.   

 This will help in avoiding overlap-
ping scheduling for the same room/space at 
the church.  Thank you. 
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� ermont ���� utheran ���� hurch 

9886 Vermont Church Road 

Black Earth, WI   53515 

Telephone (608) 767-3312 

Office Hours at the Church:                                        
T,W,Th—9:00am—2:00 pm                                          

E-mail address:  Vermont_Church@tds.net 

Website:   vermontlutheran.org 

 

Pastor  Rev. Chad L. Christensen   

  767-3312 (office)   437-7245  (home) 
  email:  chchriste@yahoo.com 
Secretary Linda Watkins  795-4714      
Organist  Marguerite Parrell  767-2427 

Choir Director Marguerite Parrell  767-2427 
Custodian Joyce Parrell  767-3982
  

Your Church Officers 
President Peter Antonie   767-2641 
Vice President Klover Schafer  795-4365 
Secretary Bonnie Dauck  798-4161 
Treasurer Patty Herrling  798-2268 
Council Members Jon Urness  767-2471 
  Gary Olsen  767-3988 
  Scott Berger  795-4547 
  Jill Stone-Brisky                  643-8780 
  Bill Kennedy  795-2921 

 
Who to Contact 

Worship & Music Marguerite Parrell  767-2427 
Missions  Klover Schafer  795-4365 
Evangelism Bonnie Dauck  798-4161 
Stewardship Jill Stone-Brisky                  643-8780                                                               
Endowment Karsten Haugen  767-5586
                                                                                                        
Building & Grounds Committee 
  Jim Ludolph  767-2272 
  Michael Dauck  798-4161 
  Greg Herrling  798-2268 
                                                                                                         
Women’s Group & Activities   
President Donna Dybdahl  767-3674 
V. President Marlene Ludolph  767-2272 
Secretary Marguerite Parrell  767-2427 
Treasurer Shirley Brandt  767-3030 
Library  Connie Goderstad  767-3477                    
  Joan Skalet  767-2289                   
Sunday School Joanie Haugen  767-3327 
Confirmation         Sara Herrling                      798-4347 
Service Volunteers    Shirley Brandt  767-3030 
Newsletter Linda Watkins  795-4714 
Kitchen  Virginia Urness  767-3493 
  Janet Everson  588-3820                                                             
                                                  (Cell)206-1805 
Cemetery Dave Haugen  767-3313 

 March 1 Heidi Doylel 
   Todd Leece 
   Marie Severson 
  2 Rosa Graham 
   Hans Norslien 
  3 Kyle Severson 
  5 Pastor Chad Christensen 
  6 Anne Donaldson 
   Cole Rickey 
  7 Tyler Haugen 
   Virginia Urness 
  9 Sara Amble 
  11 David Parrell 
  12 Avery DeWitt 
   Catherine Johnson 
   Kent Norslien 
  13 James Hanson  
  14 Danielle Jenson 
   Amanda Stenli 
  15 Arlyn McKenzie 
  16 Alex Page 
  17 Jill Stone Brisky 
  18 Deborah Nelson 
  21 Michael Dauck 
  23 Lauren Frame 
  24 Beverly Westphal 
  26 Jill Adler 
   Gilbert Skalet 
  28 Paul Dybdahl 
   Susan Olson 
  30 Stephanie Cowan 

March 
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 Mary Urness Webber passed away at her 
home in San Diego on February 12, 2009.  Funeral 
Services are being held at St. Bartholomew Episco-
pal Church on Friday, Feb. 20.  Memorial services 
will be held here in Vermont later this spring.  Ex-
pressions of   condolence may se sent to the family 
at 13202B Paseo Ludico, San Diego, CA  92128. 
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2008 Treasurer’s Summary—Budget vs. Actual — year e nd  
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SEE OUR WEB PAGE. . . 
www.vermontlutheran.org 
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Send Us Your Photos! 
If you have any digital photos of events pertaining to 
the church please consider emailing them to me at 

www.vermont_church@tds.net.                                 
Baptisms, S.S. activities, men’s & women groups 

events, young people, etc.   

Thank you to everyone who has submitted photos 
thus far. 

���������	��
 ,  secretary 
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From Pastor Chad’s Desk . . . 
� � � �����������	
���   
                                                                                                                        

  As I have mentioned previously, the emphasis of my ministry 
  early on in this new time of my ministry with you will be on disci-
  pleship.  As Lutherans, we observe seven “marks” in our church 
  life together—areas that support and guide our own participation 
  in God’s ministry, as we are all ministers of the church.  These 
  seven marks are: 

             PRAYER        Worship         Study         Giving         Serving                       
                        Encouraging            Inviting 

             
      My focus this month is on prayer.  We will be exploring this   
      spiritual mark our faith especially in the Lenten season during the 
      Wednesday night services.  Our confirmation youth will also be 
active in planning and leading some of these interactive services—specifically on March 4 and 18—and the 
themes of these will be on prayer.  We invite you to come join us in worship! 

 
So many of us, now, use cell phones.  I attended a large church worship service in Madison recently 

where the pastor asked people to take out their cell phones for a little exercise—and most everyone one did!!  
When I visit with people about their cell phone use, the conversation invariably leads to talking about dropped 
calls and poor coverage areas for reception.  [I know myself that I cannot make calls in the stairwell between 
my office and the church basement—it is a “dead zone” for cell reception—I don’t even get one bar (noting 
reception strength) on my phone there.]  Perhaps we believe at times that we don’t have many “reception 
bars” of strength when we go to God in prayer.  Will God really help my cause?  Will He listen to my plight??  
I am not worthy to be listened to…my prayers are just not getting answered… what is the use?  Or we might 
very well cry out to God, with the familiar cell phone chant:  “Can you hear me now??” 

 
There is an ebb and flow to our prayer lives.  Sometimes we can be going along quite consistently in 

our prayer life, and at other periods of time we let prayer lapse, caught up in our own busy-ness and not    
taking the time.  Whether either is the case for you right now, we must know that cell phone coverage is   
nothing like God’s coverage.  Indeed, our prayers do reach God!  God does listen, wants to listen, and       
requests that we talk to Him with all of our joys, concerns, issues, problems, and ponderings.  God wants to 
hear from you! 

 
I encourage you to consistently pray as we move through Lent, and of course, for always.  Be mindful 

not only of personal petitions when you pray, but of concerns in your neighborhood, for our country, for peace 
in the world, and for your church and our faith community at Vermont.  And may you be richly blessed to be in 
communion with your God during this  spiritual act. 

 
 Have we trials and temptations? Is there trouble anywhere? 

  We should never be discouraged—take it to the Lord in prayer. 
  Can we find a friend so faithful  Who will all our sorrows share? 

 Jesus knows our every weakness—Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
 
 (“What a Friend We Have in Jesus,” v. 2, Lutheran Book of Worship, #439) 
 
      God’s blessings to you, 

���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ��
��
�����������
�
���
����
��
�����������
�
���
����
��
�����������
�
���
����
��
�����������
�
���
��  



Service Volunteers for March, 2009 
Team Leader:   Dave & Donna Dybdahl (telephone 767- 3674) 
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                                  March 1                   March 8                    March 15                     March 22                    March 29                                                             
                                                                    

Assist Minister         Klover Schafer          Don Parrell               Peter Antonie              Virginia Urness           Dan Brisky 
 
Reader                     Dan Howe                 Susan Olson            Debbie Krebs              Marcia Morley             Heidi Doyle      
 
Acolytes                   Quinn Lynch              Kent Norslien           Cole Rickey                 Shaye Doyle              Jack Doyle          
                                                                                   
Ushers                     Dave & Donna          Paul & Joan              Greg & Patty                Sara Herrling             Doris Hayes   
                                 Dybdahl                     Skalet                       Herrling                        Liz Herrling                Tom Wilkins 
                                      
Communion         Dave & Donna           None                        Virginia Urness             None                         None     
         (cups at altar w/bread)                                  (cups at altar w/bread)                                                                                    
                                                                                                        
Hospitality                Doris Hayes               Paul & Joan            Patty Herrling                Sara Herrling             Jane Mickelson    
                     Donna Dybdahl          Erika Hurner                                                 Liz Herrling                Sara Amble         
                                      
 

  **  Beginning February 1, 2009 , we will be using the regular method (in cups w/br ead — at the altar).   
 We thank you for volunteering your service to Verm ont Lutheran Church! 

 

Coffee Fellowship will be held in the lower level o n the 1st & 3rd Sundays 
Coffee Fellowship will be held  in the narthex the 2nd & 4th Sundays 

 
 
 

April 2009 Service Team 
Leader:  Mary Johns 

 

Service Team Information 
 There are five service teams—with rotating 
leaders.  Leaders will be notified prior to the month 
they are to organize the team and the list of team 
members is published in The Messenger. 
 When your team leader calls you to set up 
the schedule they will assume that you will be re-
sponsible for the time and duty assigned.  If you are 
unable to serve during the month that your service 
team is assigned it is advisable that you call the team 
leader as soon as possible so that alternative ar-
rangements can be made. 

 After the assignments have been made for 
the month you will receive, in the mail, a description 
of the assignments and directions to follow for your   
responsibility.  These are easy to follow instructions.  
If you have any questions concerning your duties you 
should call your team leader. 

 We so appreciate your willingness to see that 
our church services run smoothly and without inter-
ruption.  Thank you! 

Dennis and Mary Aeschlimann   
Anne Donaldson and family        
Julie Endres and family            
Bud and Pat Erickson                 
Mary Johns                                     
Todd and Cindy Leece               
Shaun and Jill Lynch                          
Arlyn and Shelby Mckenzie  
Don and Marguerite Parrell  
Dennis and Klover Schafer  
Don and Beverly Schultz             
Joel Schultz                                          
Russell Severson, Candy Cain, 
and Katie                                               
Dale and Karen Tollefson                      
Julie Wright and family 

��������������������������������������������������� ��������������������������������������������������� �������������������������� �����

        Worship         Study         Giving         Serving                       
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  CIRCLE MEETINGS 
 

Joy Circle                                                               
Wed., Mar. 4, 10:30 a.m. at Luckenbooth’s Café, 

Black Earth.                                                                  
 

 Hannah Circle  
Mon., Mar. 9, 9:30 a.m. at Joan Hoesly’s                                                            

  
Evening Circle                                                                      

Tue., Mar. 19, 7 p.m. at Klover Schafer’s. 
(Tee Parrell is hostess) 

(check bulletins, etc. for possible change.) 
                                                                                                                                                    

Altar Duty for March, 2009 :        
  Shelby McKenzie and Joyce Howery 
 

                                                        
The updated Women of    
E LCA directory will be             
available at the church.  

Please ask Donna Dybdahl    
if you do not see it. 
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Bishop O’Connor Center 

Madison, Wisconsin 
Theme:    “Finding Joy in the Journey” 

 

The Biennial Convention is open to all                                     
Women of the ELCA and guests. 

 

 

 

QUARTERLY WOMEN OF ELCA MEETING  
Wednesday, March 25, 2009, 1:30 p.m. 

at Vermont. 

The business meeting will include approving the 
budget and officers 2009 approved. 

Hannah Circle serves dessert. 

Highlights of Vermont Women of ELCA              
     Officers Meeting:  January 20, 2009 

 
Present:  Donna Dybdahl, Shirley Brandt, Mary 

Johns, Kris Antonie, Marlene Ludolph, Connie Goderstad, 
and Marguerite Parrell. 

· Donna will update list of names so that it will make it  
easier for callers to decide who is available to help at 
funerals. 

· Decision made to have full member quarterly meetings 
starting with March: 

  March 25 — 1:30 p.m. 
  June 24  — 1:30 p.m. 
  September 23 — 1:30 p.m. 

· 2009 Budget: 

 -  Continue with giving $100 per camper scholarship, 
to be adjusted as needed.  (18 eligible) 

 -  Food Pantry.  Give $400 per year to the food pan-
try and to make the food pantry its own line item in the 
budget. 

 -  Sanchita Kisku.  Discussion of more funds needed, 
decided to wait for more info. on needs. 

 -  Paint.  Decided to spend $100 on paint for hallway 
and tough-ups.  (supplies and expenses) 

 -  Discussed possible relisting of categories in future 
budget so it would be more clear to congregation at annual 
meeting.  i.e.  Samaratin Deeds Mission replaces Mississippi 
Project. 

 -  Women of ELCA will buy 2 four-foot  tables and   
chairs for extra seating at funeral luncheons, etc. 

 -  Lifetime Awards.  Kris and Mary will organize the    
ceremony to be held in church on a Sunday in September. 
                                                                    
     - Taken from minutes of  
       Mary Johns, secretary 
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The Biennial Convention is open to all                                     

THE FREE-WILL OFFERING  
 

to the Vermont Women of ELCA is due 
by March 15, 2009. 

Please put in offering plate mail to 
Shirley Brandt. 

This offering is in lieu of quarterly meeting offerings. 

                                                                

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 
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Friday, March 6, 2009, 1:30 p.m. 

at New Heights Lutheran Church,   

105 E. Hudson St., Mazomanie, WI 

                    Men are welcome too! 

 
 World Day of Prayer is a worldwide ecumenical 
movement of women of many faith traditions who come 
together to observe a common day of prayer each year 
on the first Friday in March.  Each year a different country 
serves as the writer of the World Day of Prayer worship 
service.  For 2009, the WDP Committee of Papua New 
Guinea developed the theme, 
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Everyone is welcome to attend!! 
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March 1: 

Genesis 9:8–17 
Psalm 25:1–10 
1 Peter 3:18–22 
Mark 1:9–15 
 
March 8: 
Genesis 17:1–7, 15–16 
Psalm 22:23–31 
Romans 4:13–25 
Mark 8:31–38 
 
March 15: 
Exodus 20:1–17 
Psalm 19 
1 Corinthians 1:18–25 
John 2:13–22 
 
March 22: 
Numbers 21:4–9 
Psalm 107:1–3, 17–22 
Ephesians 2:1–10 
John 3:14–21. 
 
March 29: 
Jeremiah 31:31–34 
Psalm 51:1–12 
Hebrews 5:5–10 
John 12:20–33 
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Pennies for Poverty 
 Don’t forget the Pennies for 
Poverty jar in the Mission Bazaar area.  
If your birthday is in March why not 
match your age with the amount of 
coins you slip into the jar. 

�/���)�1((4��

Thanks to everyone who has been bringing in box top s for edu-
cation, milk- caps and Campbell’s   labels.                                              
( Keep them coming…….it’s for the kids! )  

                                                                             
 The aluminum can drive will continue and the 
proceeds will benefit Habitat for Humanity.  Bring your 
holiday cans to the trash receptacle at church.  Dan 
the can man will be anxious to recycle them.   

 Please remember to pop off the tabs for The Ronald                     
McDonald House.  Each tab equals a penny donation!  Watch for an 
estimation game in the Mission Bazaar! 
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You are most welcome to use the wipe message board 
to announce your meetings and information.  The Mis -
sion Bazaar is your to hold meetings in and to enjo y 
friends and fellowship.  Share how much you care, 

when doing God’s work. 
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caps and Campbell’s   labels.                                              

Please remember to pop off the tabs for The Ronald                     
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Sewing Kits!     Health Kits! 
This month we will be collected items for sewing an d health kits for Lutheran World Relief.  See list of 

items that go in each kit below. 

Sewing Kits  
                                                                                 
Include the following in each kit: 

· Three yards of 44” or 45” wide cotton or cotton-
blend fabric; four yards if 36” (no knits or 100% 
polyester) 

· One package of about 10-15 needles for hand 
sewing (needles purchased in larger packages 
can be divided by inserting 12 needles into a 
swatch of felt or thick fabric). 

· One spool of matching thread, 300 yards 

· One card of 6 or more 1/2” to 5/8” matching 
buttons 

Do not  add other items or leave out any of the 
items listed.  All items should be new and in 

good condition.  Do not  enclose the kit or any 
of its contents in plastic bags. 

Health Kits  
 

Include the following items in each health kit: 

· One hand towel, dark color recommended 

· One washcloth, dark color recommended 

· One bath-size bar (4.5 oz.)  of soap, any 
brand, in its original wrapping. 

· One adult-size toothbrush in its original 
packaging 

· One come, wide tooth preferred, remove 
packaging. 

· One metal nail file or nail clippers with file 
attached, remove packaging (do not substi-
tute cardboard emery boards for the file) 

· Six Band-Aids (or similar brand), preferably 
1/2” to 3/4”; secure together with a rubber 
band. 
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� Our Sunday School topic for March is Resurrec-
tion.  We will be learning about how Jesus died on the 
cross to give us eternal life.  We will also begin practic-
ing for our Easter play.  You will be hearing more about 
our play and performance times soon. 

 
There are several wonderful books and videos about 
Easter in our Children’s Library, including: 

 
Veggie Tales   The Easter Carol 

Legend of the Three Trees 

The Miracles of Jesus 

Heroes of the Bible; Jesus; Suffering, Death & Resurrec-
tion 

Miracle Maker; The Story of Jesus 

The Story of Easter 

My Easter Basket 
 
You can check our books and videos – both VHS and 
DVD at our Children’s Library. 

 
In March we will also be starting the “bible Bucks” pro-
gram.  Kids can earn “Bible Bucks” by using the Bible to 
find out answers to weekly questions.  The newsletter 
will also have a bonus question.  Once a quarter Bible 
Bucks can be used at the Sunday School store to pur-
chase items or to donate for the Mission Bazaar. 

 
Become a Bible detective and earn your Bible Bucks! 
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Bonus ‘Bible Bucks’ question for March based on what 
we learned in February: 

 
PK, K and 1st grade – How many commandments did 
God give to Moses? 

2nd – 3rd grade – The Commandments are in which book 
of the Bible? 
4th – 5th grade – Where did Moses go to get the 10 com-
mandments (which mountain)? 
 
Bring your answers to Sunday School and earn a Bible 
Buck.  �

CONFIRMATION CLASS SCHEDULE 

March, 2009 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Confirmation schedule for March, 2009: 

March       4 - 6:00 pm at church 

March     11 - 6:00 pm at church 

March     18 - 6:00 pm at church 

March     25 - 6:00 pm at church 

 

Acolyte schedule for March, 2009: 

March       1  -  Quinn Lynch 

March       8  -  Kent Norslien 

March     15  -  Cole Rickey 

March     22  -  Shaye Doyle 

March     29  -  Jack Doyle 
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“PTR Social Group”  

(PTR = “Parents on The Run”) 
                                                                                   
 We invite the parents of confirmands to 
“hang around” during the Confirmation hour to 
get to know one another and just chat.  After 
you bring your kids to class, meet each other 
right in the narthex area for coffee and conver-
sation.  Sounds like fun! 
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Men’s Events 

Mens Breakfast 
On Wed., March 4,  
7:30 a.m. there will be  
a men’s breakfast at   
Vermont.  All men are 

invited and encouraged to attend. 

    “Do you or your children 
      have a change of postal              
             address/email address?” 

                                                                                   
Any mailings that go out of the church   office 
go to the address we have on file.  If it is not 
correct, it just gets thrown out at the post of-
fice unless they have a current change of ad-
dress.   Please notify us of any changes, like 
college graduates w/new    address, or if one 
of your children is    married, or moved from 
home.  Do we have your correct birth date? 

Thank you so much!  
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Vermont Lutheran Church 
9886 Vermont Church Road 
Black Earth, WI       53515 

PRESORTED 

STANDARD 

PERMIT NO. 5 
Black Earth, WI    53515 

Return Service Requested 

�
Wednesday Night Lenten Services  

 Our Lenten journey began on Ash Wednesday, 
February 25th.  We will be holding Wednesday night  
worship services at 7:00 p.m. at Vermont.  Confirmation  

during Lent begins at 6 pm.     
 Wednesdays, March 4th and 18th, the worship services will be youth planned 
and led, offering an interactive worship experience on the topic of the Lord’s Prayer, 
which the students are studying currently in confirmation.   
 On March 11th, we will have a Service of the Word for Healing and Prayer, which 
will include our Lutheran liturgy and prayers for healing and an anointing with oil for 
those who desire to come forward to  receive this at the altar.   
 We will also worship on March 25 and April 1.  Please join us for these special 
Lenten services. 
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