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Vermont Lutheran Church is affiliated with the Sout h- Central Synod of Wisconsin                         
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 

“God’s Work.  Our Hands” 
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March 3 rd-24th : 
Lenten Wednesday soup suppers,  6:00 p.m.,  
Wednesday night worship, 7:00 p.m. (required            
   attendance for confirmands). 
 

On March 10th there will be a                                                   
“Service of the Word for Healing.”  

 
April 1, Maundy Thursday worship, 7:00 p.m. 
 
April 2, Good Friday Tenebrae worship, 7:00 p.m. 
 
April 4, Easter Sunday— 
  7:00 am— Sunrise worship at New Heights-B. E.       
 9:30 am— Festive worship at Vermont.  �
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� ermont ��� � ������	������	������	������	  ���� hurch 

9886 Vermont Church Road 

Black Earth, WI   53515 

Telephone (608) 767-3312 

Office Hours at the Church:                                        
T,W,Th—9:00am—2:00 pm                                          

E-mail address:  Vermont_Church@tds.net 

Website:   vermontlutheran.org 

 

Pastor  Rev. Chad L. Christensen   

  767-3312 (office)   437-7245  (home) 
  email:  chchriste@yahoo.com 
Secretary Linda Watkins  795-4714      
Organist  Marguerite Parrell  767-2427 

Choir Director Marguerite Parrell  767-2427 
Custodian Joyce Parrell  767-3982
  

Your Church Officers 
President Peter Antonie   767-2641 
Vice President Klover Schafer  795-4365 
Secretary Bonnie Dauck  798-4161 
Treasurer Patty Herrling  798-2268 
Council Members Jon Urness  767-2471 
  Gary Olsen  767-3988 
  Scott Berger  795-4547 
  Jill Stone-Brisky                  643-8780 
  Bill Kennedy  795-2921 

Who to Contact 
Worship & Music Marguerite Parrell  767-2427 
Missions  Klover Schafer  795-4365 
Evangelism Bonnie Dauck  798-4161 
Stewardship Jill Stone-Brisky                  643-8780                                                               
Endowment Karsten Haugen  767-5586     
Youth  Joan Haugen   767-3313                
Outreach Pastor Chad                       767-3312                                                                                                        
                                                                                                        
Building & Grounds Committee 
  Jim Ludolph  767-2272 
  Michael Dauck  798-4161 
  Greg Herrling  798-2268 
                                                                                                         
Women’s Group & Activities   
Co-presidents Kris Antonie  767-2641 
  Donna Dybdahl  767-3674 
Secretary Mary Johns  795-4414 
Treasurer Shirley Brandt  767-3030 
                                                                                                              
Activities 
Library  Connie Goderstad  767-3477                    
  Joan Skalet  767-2289                   
Sunday School Joanie Haugen  767-3327 
Confirmation         Pastor Chad                       767-3312 
Service Volunteers    Shirley Brandt  767-3030 
Newsletter Linda Watkins  795-4714 
Kitchen  Virginia Urness  767-3493 
  Janet Everson  588-3820                                                             
                                                  (Cell)206-1805 
Cemetery Dave Haugen  767-3313 
  Jon Urness  767-2471 
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Baptisms at Vermont 
February 7, 2010 Natalie Marie Evanson 

     Funerals  
February 13, 2010     Betty Anne Antonie                      

(Cress Funeral Home, Madison) 
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 March   1 Heidi Doyle 
   Marie Severson 
  2 Shelby McKenzie 
   Hans Norslien 
  3 Kevin Severson 
  5 Pastor Chad Christensen 
  6 Anne Donaldson 
   Cole Rickey 
  7 Tyler Haugen 
   Virginia Urness 
  9 Sara Amble 
  11 David Parrell 
  12 Catherine Johnson 
   Kent Norslien 
  13 James Hanson 
  14 Danielle Jenson 
   Amanda Stenli 
  15 Arlyn McKenzie 
  16 Alex Page 
  17 Jill Stone Brisky 
   Dylan Lemke 
  18 Deborah Nelson 
  21 Michael Dauck 
  22 Auguste Wolle 
  23 Lauren Frame 
  24 Beverly Westphal 
  26 Jill Adler 
  26 Gilbert Skalet 
  28 Paul Dybdahl 
   Susan Olson 
  30 Stephanie Cowan 
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2010 Treasurer’s Summary—Budget vs. Actual  
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Holy Baptism of Natalie Marie Evanson on Feb. 7, 2010. 
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� � � �      The following is my Ash Wednesday sermon, an intro to the season of Lent. 
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  Many people have places of refreshment to which they frequently      
 return.  Maybe you take an annual trip…or do something special for your        
 birthday.  A member of one family that owned a cabin in northern Minnesota 
 compiled a book of memories about the family’s times there over the years to 
 present to other family members as a Christmas gift.  One section of the book 
 described the author introducing his two young sons to the wonders of life on 
 their lake.  He delighted especially in telling the boys legends about buried 
 treasure and an uncatchable fish named Mr. Big—stories passed on to him by 
 an uncle.  Learning the stories of the lake was part of the two boys’ initiation 
into a long-standing family tradition that  renewed the family’s love for each other and for the gifts of God’s crea-
tion. 
 What we try to do in the Church with our liturgical seasons is to capture a sense of our journey with the 
Lord in a new way…Lent, now, is a time to return, if you will, to a place of refreshment, for renewal of one’s faith as 
we continue our journey. 
 My encouragement to you, as you begin these 40 days of Lent that lead us up to Holy Week and Easter…
is first to pack light on your journey.  When it is possible, and I know this is a tall order, but try to keep these next 
two months light.  Lent has about it a penitential quality, yes a quality, that encourages us to turn back toward 
God…to do and to be better.  It involves renouncing the devil, taking off the burden of our sin, and becoming lighter 
by adhering to Christ.  In Lent we are called to strip away the ragged, old clothes of self-centered living, so that we 
might prepare to be clothed with the garments of resurrection life—a life in Christ which defeats that which weighs 
us down. 
 Our Lenten journey will be most meaningful if it involves prayer, fasting and almsgiving ( or offering). 
 1)  With regard to a rich prayer life, prayer brings us into communion with God.  Time given in prayer to 
  God helps us to sort out our lives, while laying them bare before God.  While prayer in the commu-
  nity, like here in worship, is a powerful way to summon God; prayer in secret, as Matt. 6 suggests, 
  can also be a very helpful way of talking to God.  In silence and alone with God in meditation is still 
  highly underrated in our busy world.  If you haven’t any particular issue to pray for—which is probably 
  unimaginable—Jesus teaches us to pray the Lord’s Prayer—a prayer where we revere God and 
  God’s glory, where we beckon Him to provide daily bread (daily bread is all that we need), ask for His 
  forgiveness, and that he might strengthen us to forgive others, and to save us from the evil one.   
 We do have words to say to God, they need not be original or innovative.  They need not be      
 apprehensive or restricted.  Prayer is your one-to-one time with God, wherever and whenever. 

 2) Lent can very much be a time for bodily discipline.  Fasting, or altering a physical routine, are means 
 to bring you into communion with God by remembering his Son, who gave of his body for all human
 kind.  In  this way, bodily discipline will keep Christ with you in your Lenten journey.  Fasting on a 
 Sunday morning  before church, as an example, can move us into preparation for entering into God’s 
 presence in church, and especially as a preparation for receiving Holy Communion.  In secret, the 
 short-term abstinence of  food helps us afflict our souls and make us humble before God. 

There can be more to fasting than just restraint with regard to food.  If we can be sacrificial in other ways that will 
help us to remember who we are and whose we are…this will help us be more mindful of our relationship to God 
and to others. 
 A college student was going through some difficult times and was sorting through his life.  One of his 
teacher’s sat down with him and looked at his life with him.  The teacher said: 
 There are two kinds of wolves that we can be.  TWO wolves: 
The first wolf is: self-pity, anger, greed, indifference.  (This wolf simply doesn’t care about anything.) 
The second wolf is: Peace, Kindness, Joy, Good will  (This wolf looks outside of himself to the world around him.) 
 The student pondered and then asked the teacher…”Which one am I?”  To which the teacher                                 
responded…”The one that you feed.”  
                                   (continued on page 7) 

 



Service Volunteers for March, 2010 
Team Leader:    Karsten & Kim Haugen    (767-5586) 
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     March 7   March 14      March 21            March 28  

Assisting Minister  Emry Brisky Dan Brisky Ingerid Kvam           Klover Schafer 

 

Ushers & Greeters:   Dan, Jill, & Isabelle       Karsten & Tyler Haugen    Christopher & Gus Wolle     Kathy & Garrett Haukoos
  Brisky;  Sharon Lee Steve & Jane Field            Dave & Carol Parrell            Earl & Shirley Brandt 

 

Readers       Jill Brisky                        Karsten Haugen                Carol Parrell                         Jamie Hanson 

 

Acolytes  Galen Kennedy Collin Kennedy     Quinn Lynch           Kent Norslien 

 

Communion*   Dave & Joan Haugen No Communion      Tom & Linda Watkins         No Communion 

 

Hospitality     Janet Castle  Karsten & Kim Haugen     Joyce Howery            Tracy Jaworski   
     Ginny Johnson               Dave and Joan Haugen      Harald Norslien                    Earl & Shirley Brandt                     
                                                                                        Pam Johnson 

                                                                       
*We will be using the regular method for Holy Commun ion (in cups w/bread — at the altar).   

 We thank you for volunteering your service to Verm ont Lutheran Church!  
Fellowship hour will be held following worship.  

 
                                                                                 
  

�

Service Team Information 
 There are five service teams—with rotating 
leaders.  Leaders will be notified prior to the month 
they are to organize the team and the list of team 
members is published in The Messenger. 
                                                                                   
When your team leader schedules you for a specific 
job, they will assume that you will be responsible for 
the time and duty assigned.  If you are unable to 
serve during the month that your service team is   
assigned it is your responsibility  to exchange with 
someone in your service team group.   

                                                                                
After the assignments have been made for the 
month you will receive, in the mail, a description of 
the assignments and directions to follow for your re-
sponsibility.  These are easy to follow instructions.  If 
you have any questions concerning your duties you 
should call your team leader. 

                                                                                       
We so appreciate your willingness to see that our 
church services run smoothly and without interrup-
tion.  Thank you! 

 

 
April 2010 Service Team 

(Leader is Julie Schmitt) 
 

Jill Adler 
Fred Aeschlimann & Jenny Pappas 

Paul and Jill Dybdahl 
Janet Everson 

Kris Fitzgerald family 
Rolf Forshaug 

Eric and Joanie Haugen 
Jim and Marlene Ludolph 

Bill and Mira Maik 
Doug and Charlene Meier 

Myron Norslien family 
Gary and Gaila Olsen 

Dale Paddock and Bonnie Pribbenow 
Joanne Skalet 

Amy Schlimgen 
Julie Schmitt 

Burnett Severson 
Jon and Judy Urness 

 

��������������������������������������������������� ��������������������������������������������������� �������������������������� �����

To which the teacher                                 
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  CIRCLE MEETINGS 
 

Joy Circle  
Tuesday, March 2, 2010 

10:00 am at Luckinbooth’s  
 

Hannah Circle  
Mon., March 8, 2010 —  9:30 am 

at Ginny Johnson’s 
 

Evening Circle  
Tuesday, March 9, 7:00 p.m. 
at the home of Bonnie Dauck. 

DVD, “Created in the Image of God: A Community 
of Women.” 

 
Altar Duty for March,  2010  

     Shelby McKenzie and Joyce Howery 
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Women of ELCA Quarterly 
Meeting 

 
Thursday, March 25, 1:00 pm 

 
To include Vermont Women of 

ELCA constitution, budget, voting 
for officers, and any new   

      business. 
 

All women are encouraged to attend! 
 

 

 

                                     
World Day of Prayer 

 
 

will be Friday, March 5, 2010, 

1:30 p.m. at 

United Church of Christ, Mazomanie. 
We journey to Cameroon and enter a world 

vibrant with song and praise.  From         
Cameroon's southern coastal plains to its 

thick tropical forests to its mountain-
ous Adamawa massifs, we will pick up our 
instruments and make music. Together we 
will dance in the procession while singing 
praises to God. Together we will fulfill the 

call of Psalm 150:  

                                                                             
“Let Everything That Has Breath                      

Praise God…” 

                                                            
Women of ELCA Officers’ 

Meeting 
Tuesday, March 23,                           

10:00 a.m. at church 

VERMONT WOMEN 
OF THE ELCA 

 
 All women members of Vermont Lutheran Church are 
considered members of Women of ELCA.  You are a member 
of our team by donating to missions, serving at funerals,     
participating in Bible studies, making quilts, layettes, prayer 
and baptismal shawls, serving in the library and the Sunday 
School program, etc. even if you are unable to attend our 
quarterly meetings.  We are thankful for all you do! 

 In order to keep our organization active, we would like 
you to consider giving an annual donation in lieu of giving at 
our meetings.  These donations should be given by March of 
this year in an amount of your choice.  Your contributions may 
be placed in the Sunday offering plate (memo noting Women 
of ELCA) or mailed to your treasurer, Shirley Brandt. 

 Thank you so much for your thoughtfulness. 

 

Information about Women of ELCA is                                         
available at the library table in the narthex.  The                                

brochure makes it handy to keep the list of                                 
web-sites and resources at your fingertips. 
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First Reading: Isaiah 55:1–9 
Psalm:  Psalm 63:1–8 
Second Reading:  1 Corinthians 10:1–13 
Gospel:  Luke 13:1–9 

 
&�
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First Reading: Joshua 5:9–12 
Psalm:  Psalm 32 
Second Reading:   2 Corinthians 5:16–21 
Gospel:  Luke 15:1–3, 11b–32 

�
&�
��������)�) �

First Reading: Isaiah 43:16–21 
Psalm:  Psalm 126 
Second Reading:   Philippians 3:4b–14 
Gospel:  John 12:1–8 

�
&�
����9���)�) �

First Reading: Isaiah 50:4–9a 
Psalm:  Psalm 31:9–16 
Second Reading:   Philippians 2:5–11 
Gospel:  Luke 22:14—23:56 
 

Pastor Chad’s column  —  cont. from pg. 4 

 

                                     

                                                                             
Let Everything That Has Breath                      

3) In terms of almsgiving, Jesus says, “Do not store up 
for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and 
rust  consume and thieves break in and steal.”  In 
the days of the early church, a large part of riches 
often consisted of costly garments that were espe-
cially liable to destruction by moths.  An entire barn 
full of wheat was a sign of wealth, yet the wheat 
was vulnerable to being eaten away by rust disease 
or worm.  Jesus challenges those who “pack light” 
on their journey in following him to cut the chain 
linking their joy, peace, and security to the ebb and 
flow of markets and fortune, and the over consump-
tion of earthly treasures which are prone to spoil.  If 
your treasure is in heaven, if what really counts with 
you is the name of God, the sovereignty of God, 
and the will of God, then your heart, your life and 
joy, will rest on a foundation as firm as heaven   
itself.   

These three ways of preparation for the Lenten journey, 
[prayer, fasting, and giving outside oneself to the glory of 
heaven], can move us into a spiritual discipline that Jesus says 
will be rewarded.  We may all have hectic parts to our lives.  
Our lives continue in pace as our weeks melt into each other, 
driven by what we have to do.  And in the midst of all we have 
before us, Jesus invites us, beckons us not to be weighed 
down in the journey—but to turn back to him and follow—this 
involves not more demands, but relinquishing burdens by pack-
ing light for the journey.   

God be with you in this journey with our Lord to the 
cross.  In the humbleness our mortality before God, by the sign 
of our ashes, we will be rewarded on the journey.  Jesus prom-
ises this.  Amen 

Information about Women of ELCA is                                         
available at the library table in the narthex.  The                                

brochure makes it handy to keep the list of                                 

To all Vermont Church Leaders: 

 Although we are just beginning Lent now, time will march quickly to when we find 
ourselves at Holy Week, March 28-April 3rd, leading up to Easter.  It has been my custom to 
encourage that no special or regular church meetings be held during Holy Week, so that we 
can be in a more intentional and simplified manner here at the church that week, in recogni-
tion of Christ's passion and being reflective that week,  focusing on Christ alone and attend-
ing worship. 

So, as meetings (Circle groups, committee meetings, building/property planning, etc.) get 
scheduled in advance into the weeks ahead, please be mindful of keeping Holy Week reserved here at 
Vermont just for worship, if at all possible. 

          -  Pastor Christensen 
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���� This event will take place on the campus of Luther college in Decorah, IA.  More than 150 young peo-
ple from throughout the U.S. come together each summer for this rigorous  musical study and performance 
program in a supportive environment.  LSM seeks to foster musical excellence in a caring community for high 
school band, orchestra, choral and keyboard students from all faith backgrounds.  This event is for students, 
grades 8—12.  The program features an outstanding faculty of artists, teachers and a chaplain.  It is open to 
students of all faiths, but very much centered in Lutheran liturgical traditions.  LSM encourages students to 
use music as a catalyst for an exploration of personal faith and creativity.  For more information on the pro-
gram visit www.lutheransummermusic.org or contact the organization’s national offices in Minneapolis at 888-
635-6583 or by e-mail at lsm@lutheransummermusic.org. 

Men’s Ministry 
Breakfast  

 
 March 3, 2010, 7:30 am 

 
at Luckenbooth’s, Black Earth 

 

�

 

PLANNING  
LUNCHEON 

 
On Saturday, March 20, at noon,  there will be a 

luncheon chili meal and meeting to discuss         
plans on the new Annex outdoor facility.  We will   

be gathering volunteers for the upcoming           
building project to begin in May.   

Please RSVP to attend this luncheon by calling the 
church office (767-3312).   

All are invited to attend — be part of the building!    

MEN’S MINISTRY DINNER 
“Open Your Heart to Haiti” 

Sunday, March 14, 2010, 6:00 pm 

NHLC - Mazomanie 

(formerly St. John’s Lutheran Church) 

 
Presenters:                                                          
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 An Old Testament prophet wrote the following words about Jesus:  “He was      
oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; like a lamb that is led to 
the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he did not open his 
mouth.” 

 Who wrote those words? 

      A.   Amos 

    B.   Jonah 

    C   Jeremiah 

    D.   Isaiah 
          Answer:   D   (see chapter 53, verse 7) 
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Campbell’s   labels.                                              
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Thanks to everyone who 
has been bringing in box 
tops for education, milk-
caps and Campbell’s                          
labels.                                                        
( Keep them coming it’s for 
the kids! )  

Pennies  for  Poverty                                                                                                       
  

Please keep bringing in your  
pennies!  They will be donated later. 

If your birthday is in January, 
why not put in a penny for each year, or  

get rid of that “pesky” change in your  
pocket!  

Keep on building the wall!   

This wall-building event will continue 

through the month of March. 
Let’s see how high this wall gets…..maybe to 

the balcony area? 

�
�

Pastor Skips Coffee, Feeds Hungry 

Last year, the Rev. Steve Biegner of Zion Lu-
theran Church in Clarence Center, N.Y., de-
cided to try something new during Lent. He 

gave up his morning coffee for 40 days and donated the 
savings to ELCA World Hunger. It didn’t take long for his 

congregation to join him.  

Discover  ELCA World Hunger Lenten Resources 

 

We can all do something like this!  Will you? 

��������������	
���	�
�

The word “mission” often implies traveling to another 
country to teach and work.  The work done in foreign  

missions is important, of course, but we can’t all make  
the trip.  What we can do however, is be faithful servants 

where we live.  Mission is about putting the face and 
name of Jesus in front of those who don’t know him.  We 

can do that in many ways — any place and any day. 
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Vermont Lutheran Church 
9886 Vermont Church Road 
Black Earth, WI       53515 

PRESORTED 

STANDARD 

PERMIT NO. 5 
Black Earth, WI    53515 
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