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 Please note -- to keep our com-
munications clear and our ministries at 
Vermont running smoothly, please let 
Linda at the church office know about 
the ministry or other activity your group 
is holding so that it can be placed on 

our church activities calendar.   

 This will help in avoiding overlapping 
scheduling for the same room/space at the church.  
Thank you. 

                                                                                                                                
Vermont Lutheran Church is affiliated with the Sout h- Central Synod of Wisconsin 

of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 

“God’s Work, Our Hands” 

THE ANNUAL                 
MEMORIAL DAY                 
OBSERVANCE 

will be held on Mon., May 25, 
10:00 a.m., at Vermont. 
The VFW will be in the               

cemetery to observe all those  
who served in foreign conflicts. 

Coffee and donuts will be served           
following the ceremony . 

 On Pentecost Sunday, May 
31st, the Handbell Choir from 
Redeemer Lutheran Church in 
Rio will be at Vermont  during 
worship.    Following worship, 

a lunch will be served with roast beef 
sandwiches and trimmings. 

Please plan to attend — bring your 
neighbors and friends, as well as               

your family! 

 PENTECOST 
On May 31, Christians around the world will 

celebrate the Day of Pentecost.  Before Jesus 
ascended into heaven, he promised that the 

Holy Spirit would come upon those who      
believed in his resurrection. 

To symbolize the “tongues, as of fire”        
(Acts 2:3) that came upon the people present 
at Pentecost, liturgical churches display the 
color red in church paraments, stoles, etc.  

Coming this summer—Mid-week services! 
Starting Wed., June 3, and continuing every 
Wednesday through August 26, there will be 

mid-week worship services at 7 pm at       
Vermont.  

These more laid-back, shorter services, will 
provide our members and the community the 
opportunity to worship when weekends are 

full of activities.  Of course, you are welcome 
to worship on both Sunday and Wednesday!  

Bible Study  

Bible Study resumes in May on Tuesday, 
May 5, 2009, at the church, reading          

Devotional Classics. 

All are welcomed! 
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� ermont ���� utheran ���� hurch 

9886 Vermont Church Road 

Black Earth, WI   53515 

Telephone (608) 767-3312 

Office Hours at the Church:                                        
T,W,Th—9:00am—2:00 pm                                          

E-mail address:  Vermont_Church@tds.net 

Website:   vermontlutheran.org 

 

Pastor  Rev. Chad L. Christensen   

  767-3312 (office)   437-7245  (home) 
  email:  chchriste@yahoo.com 
Secretary Linda Watkins  795-4714      
Organist  Marguerite Parrell  767-2427 

Choir Director Marguerite Parrell  767-2427 
Custodian Joyce Parrell  767-3982
  

Your Church Officers 
President Peter Antonie   767-2641 
Vice President Klover Schafer  795-4365 
Secretary Bonnie Dauck  798-4161 
Treasurer Patty Herrling  798-2268 
Council Members Jon Urness  767-2471 
  Gary Olsen  767-3988 
  Scott Berger  795-4547 
  Jill Stone-Brisky                  643-8780 
  Bill Kennedy  795-2921 

 
Who to Contact 

Worship & Music Marguerite Parrell  767-2427 
Missions  Klover Schafer  795-4365 
Evangelism Bonnie Dauck  798-4161 
Stewardship Jill Stone-Brisky                  643-8780                                                               
Endowment Karsten Haugen  767-5586
                                                                                                        
Building & Grounds Committee 
  Jim Ludolph  767-2272 
  Michael Dauck  798-4161 
  Greg Herrling  798-2268 
                                                                                                         
Women’s Group & Activities   
President Donna Dybdahl  767-3674 
V. President Marlene Ludolph  767-2272 
Secretary Marguerite Parrell  767-2427 
Treasurer Shirley Brandt  767-3030 
Activities 
Library  Connie Goderstad  767-3477                    
  Joan Skalet  767-2289                   
Sunday School Joanie Haugen  767-3327 
Confirmation         Pastor Chad                       767-3312 
Service Volunteers    Shirley Brandt  767-3030 
Newsletter Linda Watkins  795-4714 
Kitchen  Virginia Urness  767-3493 
  Janet Everson  588-3820                                                             
                                                  (Cell)206-1805 
Cemetery Dave Haugen  767-3313 
  Jon Urness  767-2471 

 May 1 Gale Kennedy   
  2 Ruth Ohlrogge   
  3 Bill Kennedy (head of household) 
   Casey Schultz 
  4 Joan Skalet 
  5 Andrew Tollefson 
  6 Charlene Meier 
  7 Derek Adler 
   John Donaldson 
   Jenny Pappas 
  8 Cary Norslien 
   Peder Ohlrogge 
  9 Lindsey Schultz 
  10 James Jensen (head/household) 
  12 Shaye Doyle 
   Harald Norslien 
   Wanda Pine 
  13 Ellie Boebel 
  14 Fred Aeschlimann 
  15 Luke Haugen 
  16 Mark Haukoos 
   Russell Severson 
  17 Bill Kennedy (youth) 
  19 Paul Skalet 
  20 Karsten Kvam 
  21 John Klemme 
   Burnett Severson 
   Ethel Skalet 
  22 Brenna Dauck 
   Kara Kvam 
   Jonathon Schultz 
  23 McKenna Kopras 
  24 Brianna Herrling 
   Wesley Nelson 
  25 Diane Howe 
   Myron Norslien 
  26  Gaila Olsen 
  29 Margaret Donaldson 
   Jensen (Jack) Doyle 

May 
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2009 Treasurer’s Summary—Budget vs. Actual  
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SEE OUR WEB PAGE. . . 

www.vermontlutheran.org 
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BIBLE STUDY!  
 Bible Study will begin May 5th, 7:00 pm at 

church, reading Devotional Classics.  

See you there! 
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From Pastor Chad’s Desk . . . 
� � � ���� ����      The 3rd Mark: Study—Meeting the God Who Comes Down to Us 
 

    This month, the mark of our church life together that we are exploring is 
     “study.”  These seven marks are: 
      Prayer 
      Worship  

      Study  

      Giving 

      Serving 

      Encouraging 

      Inviting 

As members of the church, we are all disciples of Jesus Christ.  Maybe some days you don’t feel like 
a church member, or even a Christian, let alone being a “disciple.”  It may be hard for us to see ourselves 
within the same company of those whom we read about in the scriptures as disciples—Peter, James, and 
John, as well as Mary Magdalene and Salome.  But it is true, if we call ourselves followers of our Lord Jesus, 
then we are indeed his disciples. 

 Vermont’s program of spiritual formation is not just an enterprise for our younger members, bringing 
up our children in Sunday school, confirmation and youth group—though serving our children in this way    
demands much of our energies.  Spiritual formation through education is a life-long development for each of 
us.  We never stop learning about the “things of faith.”  In addition, as disciples, we are all ministers.  Do you 
know how many ministers Vermont Lutheran has?  The answer is 360, not just one.  All of our members are 
ministers.  And to be a minister through the church and of the faith requires equipping….the likes of which 
happen during worship, and service, and planning, and of course, study.    
 Bible studies and other educational events for adults through Vermont Lutheran, like special speaker-
ships offered by the women’s groups or retreats and seminars led by the Synod for us to attend, all serve to 
equip us to be not only effective church members, but dedicated disciples.  I enjoy leading adults in Bible or 
other book studies.  We had a very good six-week run with the Devotional Classics study held during Lent.  
There are more opportunities to come, where good fellowship, thoughtful discussion, and the things of the 
Spirit are experienced.  It is here where we meet the God whom comes down to us, and abides in us, and 
leads us. 

 Ninety days into my ministry with you I recognize quite easily that our church is led by caring,        
committed and faithful church members.  And I also know that our Lord God is leading us, to be disciples for 
a new day and time.  God leads us in these seven marks of the faith.  We are equipped to be his followers 
here at church when we worship, pray and study, in order to be the church out there in our homes, communi-
ties, work places and leisure times. 

 I stated on Maundy Thursday, in my sermon, that the church is a “trust factory,” where with every    
taking of the Holy Communion, God works to build trust in us, of Him.  The church is very repetitive in its    
rituals, like offering the opportunity for us to kneel at the altar railing to receive our Lord’s sacrament, in order 
to continually build this trust.  In much the same way, our church is also a “disciple factory”, where gathering 
for worship, prayer, and study help us understand the “things of faith” so that we can continue to be strong, 
dedicated, and learned people of God. 

 Please think about and be prayerful over your use of time with regard to studying the scriptures, and 
participating in Bible/book studies at your church.  We, here at Vermont, are committed to providing quality 
Christian education for all of our members (enter here: disciples!!).  I invite you to attend our upcoming adult 
Bible studies!  You will enrich us with your participation.  The next study is reading “Devotional Classics” on 
Tuesdays in May at 7:00 pm at the church. 

       In Christ’s Easter blessings, 

       ��������	�
�����	�
�������  



Service Volunteers for May, 2009 
Team Leaders:   Dave and Joan Haugen    (telephone 767-3313) 
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                                    May 3                           May 10                     May 17                     May 24                  May 31                                                 
                                                                    

Assist Minister           Virginia Urness             Ingerid Kvam            Klover Schafer          Don Parrell            Peter Antonie 
 
Reader                        Jill Stone Brisky            Karsten Haugen      Jane Hanson            Shirley Brandt        Harald Norslien       
 
Acolytes                     Karsten Kvam               Nathan Haugen       Bailey Lynch             Joe Herrling            Curtis Johnson 
                                                                                   
Ushers                       Dan Brisky family          Karsten Haugen      Bill & Jane Hanson   Earl Brandt’s           Pam Johnson 
     family                  Jamie Hanson          Dave Parrell’s          Harald Norslien 
                                                                                                                                                                          Kathy, Mark,                    
                                                                                                                                    Garrett Haukoos   
                                     
Communion           Tom Watkins                None                        Dave Haugen           None                        None          
 
Hospitality                  Sharon Lee                  Dave & Joan            Janet Castle             Steve Field’s            Joyce Howery                                     
                       Tom & Linda Watkins      Haugen                 Ginny Johnson         Earl Brandt’s            Kathy Haukoos                
                                                                                                                                                                          Pam Johnson  

   
We will be using the regular method (in cups w/brea d — at the altar).   

 We thank you for volunteering your service to Verm ont Lutheran Church! 
 

 
Because of a change in the Sunday School schedule, fellowship time 

will be held in the narthex through May, 2009.  

June 2009 Service Team 
Leaders:  Jim and Marlene Ludolph 

 

Service Team Information 
 There are five service teams—with rotating 
leaders.  Leaders will be notified prior to the month 
they are to organize the team and the list of team 
members is published in The Messenger. 
 When your team leader calls you to set up 
the schedule they will assume that you will be re-
sponsible for the time and duty assigned.  If you are 
unable to serve during the month that your service 
team is assigned it is advisable that you call the team 
leader as soon as possible so that alternative ar-
rangements can be made. 

 After the assignments have been made for 
the month you will receive, in the mail, a description 
of the assignments and directions to follow for your   
responsibility.  These are easy to follow instructions.  
If you have any questions concerning your duties you 
should call your team leader. 

 We so appreciate your willingness to see that 
our church services run smoothly and without inter-
ruption.  Thank you! 

Jill Adler                                                
Fred Aeschlimann                                
Paul & Jill Dybdahl                                
Janet Everson                                    
Kristine Fitzgerald family                  
Rolf Forshaug                                      
Eric & Joanie Haugen                            
Jim & Marlene Ludolph                        
Bill and Elmira Maik                             
Doug & Charlene Meier                     
Myron Norslien family                     
Gary & Gaila Olsen                               
Jenny Pappas                                 
Joanne Skalet                                      
Amy Schlimgen                                    
Julie Schmitt                                         
Burnett & Marie Severson                  
Jon & Judy Urness 
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  CIRCLE MEETINGS 
 

Joy Circle                                                               
Wed., May 6, 10:30 a.m. at Luckenbooth’s Café, 

Black Earth.                                                                  
 

 Hannah Circle  
Mon., May 11, 9:30 a.m. at Marlene Ludolph’s                                                            

  
Evening Circle                                                                      

Tue., May 12, 7 p.m. at Virginia Urness’. 
(Gaila Olsen is hostess) 

(note change of location and hostess) 
The will continue discussing the book “The Shack”. 

                                                                                                                                                    
Altar Duty for May, 2009 :        
 Joan Skalet and Jane Hanson  

MIDWIFE AND HOSPICE KITS 
We will be collecting items for midwife and      

hospice kits throughout May so that they may be 
taken to the synod assembly in June for Global 

Health Ministries. 

The list of items needed is on page 9 of this issue 
of the Messenger along with Layette Kits for     

Lutheran World Relief to be send later in the fall. 

��������	
�
 To all the delegates and   
those who attended the Eastlake/ 
Westlake Conference at Bethel    

Lutheran on April 25th! 
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A MOTHER’S EXAMPLE! 
When I think of my mom, especially on 

Mother’s Day, I recall a scene I        
witnessed many times during my   

childhood. 

Late at night, just before bedtime, my 
mother would sit in a rocking chair in the darkness 
with her head bowed in prayer.  When it was nippy, 
the glow from the space heater revealed a lovely 

scene that fascinated me. 

My bed wasn’t far away, and just before I fell  
asleep I often saw my mother praying.  Her        
face was beautiful and aglow.  She radiated         

holiness and serenity, and I was deeply affected. 

I never once talked to my mom about her prayer life.  
I was only 17 when she died.  As traumatic as it was 
for me, I wonder if it weren’t a rather easy transition 
for her.  After all, she seemed to live with one foot in 

heaven. 

�

�

                                                                                                          
South-Central Wisconsin Synodical Women’s Organiza-

tion of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America                                        
9th Biennial Convention 

“Finding Joy in the Journey” 
June 26 and 27, 2009 

at Bishop O’Connor Center, Madison, WI 
There is still time for you to sign up.  Due date is 

June 1, 2009 
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MAY 3 
Acts 4:5–12 
Psalm 23 
The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not be in 
want. (Ps. 23:1) 
1 John 3:16–24 
John 10:11–18 
 
MAY 10 
Acts 8:26–40 
Psalm 22:25–31 
All the ends of the earth shall remember and 
turn to the LORD. (Ps. 22:27) 
1 John 4:7–21 
John 15:1–8 
 
MAY 17 
Acts 10:44–48 
Psalm 98 
Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands. 
(Ps. 98:4) 
1 John 5:1–6 
John 15:9–17 
 
MAY 24 
Acts 1:15–17, 21–26 
Psalm 1 
The LORD knows the way of the righteous. 
(Ps. 1:6) 
1 John 5:9–13 
John 17:6–19 
 
MAY 31 
Acts 2:1–21 
Psalm 104:24–34, 35b 
Send forth your Spirit and renew the face of 
the earth. (Ps. 104:30) 
Romans 8:22–27 
John 15:26–27; 16:4b–15 
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INFORMATION EVERYONE SHOULD KNOW. . .  
 Researchers now have a fourth indicator for Blood 
Clots/Strokes — the tongue . 

STROKE IDENTIFICATION: 
 Sometimes symptoms of a stroke are difficult to 
identify.  Unfortunately, the lack of awareness spells            
disaster.  The stroke victim may suffer severe brain dam-
age when people nearby fail to recognize the symptoms of 
a stroke.   

 Now doctors say a bystander can recognize a 
stroke by asking three simple questions.                                          
                  Remember S—T—R. 

· Ask the individual to SMILE. 
· Ask the person to TALK and SPEAK A SIMPLE     

SENTENCE coherently  (i.e. “It is sunny out today). 

· Ask him or her to RAISE BOTH ARMS. 
If he or she has trouble with ANY ONE of these tasks, call 
emergency number immediately and describe the              
symptoms to the dispatcher. 

NOTE: 
 Another ‘sign’ of a stroke is this:    Ask the person to 
‘stick’ out his tongue.  If the tongue is ‘crooked’, if it goes to 
one side or the other, that is also an indication of a stroke. 
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Pennies for Poverty 
 Don’t forget the Pennies for 
Poverty jar in the Mission Bazaar area.  
If your birthday is in May why not 
match your age with the amount of 
coins you slip into the jar. 

	-:&�/%%0��

                                                     
Thanks to everyone who has 
been bringing in box tops for 

education, milk-caps and 
Campbell’s   labels.                                              

( Keep them coming…….it’s for 
the kids! )  

$25 was raised in recycling aluminum cans!!                                                                              
 The aluminum can drive will continue and the 
proceeds will benefit Habitat for Humanity.  Bring your 

cans to the trash receptacle at church.  A Habitat 
house will be constructed in Mazomanie this summer.  

Dan the can man will be anxious to recycle the cans.   

 Please remember to pop off the tabs for The Ronald                     
McDonald House.  Each tab equals a penny donation!  They are so 
happy to get them.  Our last bag was over 5000! 
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The Hwy. 78 Clean Up Day is 

Wed., May 6th.  Meet at                 
Vermont at 6:15 pm.   

 
This will be a confirmation    
students service project.   

 

Everyone is welcome to help! 

Rain date is Wed., May 13. 

!"#$��

� %�#$%��

��&'($)$!��
In fellowship hall by the elevator! 
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Please remember to pop off the tabs for The Ronald                     
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Hospice Kits!      Midwife Kits! 

We will be collecting items for Hospice and Midwife  kits through June for Global Health Ministries tha t 
will be taken to the Synod Assembly in June .  See list of items that go in each kit below. 

Hospice  Kits—Global Health Ministries  
                                                                                 
Include the following in each kit: 

· 1 regular size bath towel 

· 1 wash cloth 

· 1 bath size bar of hand soap (wrapped)-any 
kind 

· 1 toothbrush 

· 1 tube toothpaste, medium or large (or 2 small 
sample sizes)-any kind. 

· 1 “pick” comb  

· 1 nail clip 

· 6 Band-Aids 

· 1 jar heavy duty household gloves (kitchen 
type) size: medium 

· 1 small devotional booklet such as Portals of 
Prayer or Christ in our home (does not have to 
be current issue) 

Midwife  Kits—                                     
Global Health Ministries  

Include the following items in each health kit: 

· 2 cord ties:  8” narrow lengths of selvage, 1/4” 
twill tape or heavy white knit/crochet cotton. 

· 1 razor blade (single-edge, safety-wrapped), 
may be purchased at a home improvement 
store 

· 1 regular size bath towel 

· 1 36” square muslin or sheeting 

· 1 wash cloth (thin) 

· 1 bath size bar Ivory soap 

· 1 newborn stocking cap (keep very small) 

· 1 small cotton-blend or flannel shirt (to waist 
only as the babies do not wear                dia-
pers. 

· 1 receiving blanket 

· 1 pair plastic or latex gloves (clean, not ster-
ile), NO kitchen gloves. 

Layette Kits—Lutheran World Relief  
(these items can be collected throughout the 

summer and will be sent later in the fall—
garage sales can be great place to buy baby 

items) 

Include the following items in each layette: 

· 2 shirts or Onesies 

· 2 gowns or sleepers (w or w/out feet) 

· 2 receiving blankets 

· 4 cloth diapers, flat fold preferred 

· 1 sweater or sweatshirt 

· 2 washcloths 

· 1 bath-size bar (4.5 oz.) of gentle soap, in its origi-
nal wrapping 

· 2 diaper pins 
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CONFIRMATION CLASS SCHEDULE 

May, 2009 

 

 

 

 

 

Confirmation schedule for May, 2009:  
May          6 - 6:15 pm  meet at                        
                         church to do Hwy. 78                   
                         cleanup service project. 
May        13 - 6:30 pm at church 
May        20 - 6:30 pm at church 
May        27 - 6:30 pm at church                  
   (last day of classes 
 
Acolyte schedule for May, 2009:  
May          3  -  Karsten Kvam 
May        10  -  Nathan Haugen 
May        17  -  Bailey Lynch 
May        24  -  Joe Herrling 
May        31  -  Curtis Johnson 
 

 

 

 

 

Confirmation Camp 

at Sugar Creek 

will be -June 14-19, 2009. 

Wow – another year of Sunday School is almost through.  
It’s hard to believe! 

In April, three of our 5th graders participated in their First  
Communion.  Congratulations to Travis Berger, Rachael   
Haukoos and Kasey Pappas!   

Also in April, Sunday School donated $30 of their offering 
money to the baby chick project. 

 
We will be continuing our new format with the children    
starting the morning in worship.  After about 15 minutes, 
they will head downstairs for Sunday School.  Following the 
service, Pastor Chad will join the kids for 15 minutes of 
closing time.  Parents can enjoy Fellowship time until         
10:45 am when Sunday School will finish.   

 
Thank you for your attendance on Family Sundays.  The 
balcony has been more full than usual and that is great!  
We ask that the “cry room” be reserved for the younger 
children (PreK and younger) and that the older kids partici-
pate in the worship service.  We are working on some    
activities for the older kids to help make the service more 
meaningful for them.  We welcome your ideas.  Our goal is 
a meaningful family worship experience, not a stressful 
morning for parents.  Some suggestions we have had so 
far are: 

· Encourage older kids to sit downstairs 

· Provide activities to help kids understand the ser-
mon/reading topics  (we will try to do this in May) 

· Bring a Bible and have kids look up the readings and 
follow along 

          Let Joanie Haugen or Lisa King know if you can think 
of other ways to involve your children on Family Sundays. 

 
Bible Bucks Bonus Questions  

4th – 5th Graders 
Why did God want to destroy all mankind? 
 
2nd – 3rd Graders 
How big was the ark?    HINT:   Genesis chapter 6 
 
K – 1st Graders 

Who was on the ark? 

                                         (cont. bottom of next column) 

Sunday School news (cont.)  
The Bible Bucks store will be open May 17th.  Your 
children will have the chance to “spend” their Bible 
Bucks on various items for themselves, as gifts or 
items for the Mission Bazaar. 

 
Our new book cart has arrived for the Children’s 
Library.  Thank you to the women of WELCA for 
their generous donation!!!  Library books and  
movies will be available throughout the summer.  
There are many great books for kids and movies 
that the whole family will enjoy.   

                                                               
  Joanie Haugen and Lisa King 

  Superintendents 
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Men’s Events 

                   
                 

6:30 pm at church                  

Mens Breakfast 
On Wed., May 6,        
7:30 a.m. there will be a 
Men’s Breakfast at St. 

Paul’s Church, Marxville.  All men 
are invited and encouraged to attend! 
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“Vermont Church will be organizing teams to volunteer to work on the project in 
August and September.  Volunteers will be needed for construction work and/or 

meal preparation and serving.  Watch future Messengers and bulletin           
announcements for details. 

Individuals interested in volunteering to work on the project prior to our team 
effort are encouraged to contact Donna Blumer (contact info.  in the article). 

If you’ve never worked on a Habitat project, you’re in for a wonderful,             
uplifting time!  Come join in the fun.” 
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Vermont Lutheran Church 
9886 Vermont Church Road 
Black Earth, WI       53515 

PRESORTED 

STANDARD 

PERMIT NO. 5 
Black Earth, WI    53515 

Change  Service Requested 
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Special thanks to the 
Sunday School Children 
and their teachers who 
provided terrific little 
chicks and decorated 

eggs for the participants.  
In addition, their collec-

tions helped to purchase 
three flocks of chicks. 

 

WAY TO GO, 

SUNDAY SCHOOL! 

 


