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Study in May:
2 ==k Sharing Faith in
‘L [ L/ Daily Life
New Bible

Study Series

Have you wondered about how to
become a bit bolder in your faith expres-
sion? Do you think about growing in your
relational skills?

This four-week course will be held
on Tuesday evenings (7:00 p.m.) and
Thursday mornings (10:30 a.m.) beginning
May 4 and 6, and led by Pastor Christen-
sen.

We will address biblical and
practical faith sharing in appropriate and
meaningful ways, with the aid of a publica-
tion by our ELCA. Please consider joining
us for this study! Ask Pastor if you have
any questions.

Confirmation Sunday
IS

May 23, 2010!

Plan to come and shar

their special day!
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WEDNESDAY NIGHT SUMMER WORSHIP BEGINS JUNE 2

Worship

@;} Wednesday night summer worship will congirthis year at 7:00 p.m
Wednesdgy Night| june 2 through August 25. We hope that the wprsfiered will be much like
last year, with shorter, more informal servicesjniyausing piano accompan
ment, and having guest speakers join us occasjonall

Yet, different from last year, in that we will rma BRAND NEW FACILITY to worship in

as wellll Come join us for Wednesday worship gusnmer and remember: bring a friend or family
member with you.
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Vermont Lutheran Church is affiliated with the Sout h- Central Synod of Wisconsin
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.

“God’s Work. Our Hands”




ermont hurch

9886 Vermont Church Road
Black Earth, WI 53515
Telephone (608) 767-3312

Office Hours at the Church:
T,W, Th—9:00am—2:00 pm
E-mail address: Vermont Church@tds.net

Website: vermontlutheran.org

Pastor Rev. Chad L. Christensen
767-3312 (office) 437-7245 (home)
email: chchriste@yahoo.com

Secretary Linda Watkins 795-4714

Organist Marguerite Parrell 767-2427

Choir Director Marguerite Parrell 767-2427

Custodian Joyce Parrell 767-3982

Your Church Officers

President Peter Antonie 767-2641

Vice President  Stan Morley 767-2841

Secretary Bonnie Dauck 798-4161

Treasurer Patty Herrling 798-2268

Council Members Ingerid Kvam 437-2259
Virginia Johnson 437-8316
Scott Berger 795-4547
Jill Stone-Brisky 643-8780
Bill Kennedy 795-2921

Who to Contact

Worship & Music Marguerite Parrell 767-2427
Missions Klover Schafer 795-4365
Evangelism Bonnie Dauck 798-4161
Stewardship Jill Stone-Brisky 643-8780
Endowment Karsten Haugen 767-5586
Youth Joan Haugen 767-3313
Outreach Pastor Chad 767-3312
Building & Grounds Committee
Jim Ludolph 767-2272
Michael Dauck 798-4161
Greg Herrling 798-2268
Women’s Group & Activities
Co-presidents Kris Antonie 767-2641
Jill Lynch 767-2012
Secretary Mary Johns 795-4414
Treasurer Shirley Brandt 767-3030
Activities
Library Connie Goderstad 767-3477
Joan Skalet 767-2289
Sunday School Joanie Haugen 767-3327
Confirmation Pastor Chad 767-3312
Service Volunteers Shirley Brandt 767-3030
Newsletter Linda Watkins 795-4714
Kitchen Virginia Urness 767-3493
Janet Everson 588-3820
(Cell)206-1805
Cemetery Dave Haugen 767-3313
Jon Urness 767-2471
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First Communion

Noah King, Tyler Johnson,
Dylan Lemke, Taylor Statz,

o Haylee Adler, and Quinn Doyle
-
Al P -
AR (L rf S,
Lo R R
g s
o S N (S = S Iy
A Bl SR
e val
May 1 Gale Kennedy
2 Ruth Ohlrogge
3 William Kennedy, Sr.
Casey Schultz
4 Joan Skalet
5 Andrew Tollefson
6 Charlene Meier
7 Derek Adler
John Donaldson
Jenny Pappas
8 Carey Norslien
Peder Ohlrogge
9 Lindsey Schultz
10 James Jenson
12 Shaye Doyle
Harald Norslien
13 Ellie Boebel
14 Fred Aeschlimann
15 Luke Haugen
16 Mark Haukoos
Russell Severson
17 William Kennedy, Sr.
19 Paul Skalet
20 Karsten Kvam
21 John Klemme
Burnett Severson
Ethel Skalet
22 Brenna Dauck
Kara Kvam
Jonathan Schultz
24 Brianna Herrling
Wesley Nelson
25 Christy Festge
Diane Howe
Myron Norslien
26 Gaila Olsen
29 Margaret Donaldson
Jack Doyle




held on Maundy Thursday,
April 1, 2010

Fifth Grade First Communion was

Pastor Chad, Noah King, Tyler Johnson,

Dylan Lemke, Taylor Statz, and Haylee Adler.

(not pictured was Quinn Doyle).

Did you purchase a new hymnal yet?

It's not too late!! You can still purchase a hym-
nal(s) in memory or in honor of
someone, or “just because”. The hymnals are

$20.00 each. You can purchase by placing your enve-

lope in the offering marked “hymnals.”

A Hunger Retreat Thank YOU!!

A hearty thank you to all who helped
provide for the Youth Lock-in Retreat on
April 23-24.  Our appreciation to Linda
Watkins and Marcia Morley for material
prep, Klover Schafer for teaching a Bible
study, and chaperones Karsten Haugen,
Myron Norslien, Eric and Joanie Haugen,
Tracy and Kim Jaworski, Bill Kennedy and
Julie Zeimet, to Dan and Jill Brisky, and to
the good folks who educated us at the Mazo
Food Pantry, John Gehn, Lois O’Connell
and company.

This thank you is being written
“pre-event” so | know more will be involved
when the retreat happens. Your efforts
helped us to be more aware of the world
hunger situation. God bless you for your
ministry!

2010 Treasurer’s Summary—Contributions/Expenses

! " H$ %& " $ &()

* " $%%%




]

The “Firehall” on Ash Avenue

Growing up in Westbrook, Minnesota, pop. 850, there was just plenty
for us town kids to do to stay out of trouble...most of the time. | was a
“town kid” for eight years, before moving to the farm and exchanging
riding bikes with my friends for moving 350 pound sows. While living in
town, about 10 of us kids would pretend to be firefighters. We would
gather ourselves and our bikes in my parents garage, pretend to be
resting, and then I'd hit the garage door button, the door would rise, and
we’d be off to Birch Avenue to a “make believe” fire. (Some of us were
also wearing towels on our backs, pretending to be capes, as if we were super heroes ready to put out the
biggest blaze in the world. Oh, the sweetness of a childhood imagination!!)

Our convoy of bikes racing to a place in need, even if it was just pretending, was a rush!! Mary
Magdalene was also rushing around, right after Jesus’ death. In John 20, she is running a lot, first from an
empty tomb to tell Simon Peter and John that Jesus was missing, and then with them back to the tomb (v. 2).
Then, after Jesus spoke to Mary outside the tomb, the gospel says she “went and announced to the disciples,
‘| have seen the Lord'...” (v. 18). | suspect Mary ran to make this announcement, too.

There are some differences and similarities between Mary’s story at the tomb in John 20, when Jesus
appears for the first time to those who knew him, and with our great childhood firehall on Ash Avenue in
Westbrook. The difference: it was imagination and make believe that won the day in our garage; it was
sheer reality and truth at the tomb! The similarities: There was a rush of enthusiasm in going somewhere,
there was excitement, and there were many involved. This was the case for our childhood fun on a summer
Thursday afternoon, and this most certainly also the case that Easter morn, when the excitement of new life
broke into the hearts of those followers of Jesus, that he had rose and that death had been conquered!!

In our own rushing, be it real or imagined, let us make a place for Jesus’ triumph and glory, that our
Lord is Risen!, and take this reality and announce it in what we say and do in our lives. We too can be
witnesses like Mary!

Blessings to you in these weeks of Easter,
-Pastor Christensen

Mission Trip Adventure to Ontario

Like our trip last year, we are planning again éadhto Sandy
Lake, Ontario for a VBS mission trip, July 2-11urGouthern
Wisconsin group (headed by Joan Gehrke of Firgténatn, Lodi)
is looking for a few more people to join us, to rmakteam of eight.

Please consider this outreach and educationaktnjrio the Oji-Cree peoples of
northern Canada as an interesting adventure fargmamer! Ask Pastor Christensen for
more details.




Service Volunteers for May, 2010
Team Leaders: Scott and Peggy Berger (795-4547)

May 2 May 9 May 16 May 23 May 30
Assisting Minister Dan Brisky Ingerid Kvam Klover Schafer Don Parrell Peter Antonie
Ushers /Greeters: Shawn & Jackie Page Christy Festge  Debra Barsness Bob & Karen Duhr Len & Sue Schaub
Randy & Cindy Page  Scott & Peggy  Len & Sue Schaub Joan Hoesly Adam & Jamaica
Berger Festge
Readers Jim Festge Virginia Urness Mike Dauck Don Parrell Peter Antonie
Acolytes Karsten Kvam Bailey Lynch Nathan Haugen Joe Herrling Curtis Johnson
Communion* Maria Klemme No Communion Joan Hoesly No Communion No Communion

Virginia Urness

Hospitality Shawn & Jackie Page Scott & Peggy  Debra Barsness Joan Hoesly Peter & Kris
Randy & Cindy Page Berger Brenda Barsness  Connie Goderstad Antonie
Christy Festge Adam & Jamaica
Festge

We will be using the regular method for Holy Communi on (in cups w/bread — at the altar).
We thank you for volunteering your service to Verm ont Lutheran Church!
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Service Team Information

There are five service teams—with rotating
leaders. Leaders will be notified prior to the month
they are to organize the team and the list of team
members is published in The Messenger.

June 2010 Service Team
(Leaders are Doug Hayes & Debbie Krebs)

Sara Amble
Terry DeWitt
Terry and Heidi Doyle
Dave & Donna Dybdahl
Erika Forseth
Doris Hayes
Doug Hayes & Debbie Krebs
Greg and Patty Herrling
Jeff and Sara Herrling
Jim Herrling
Scott & Elizabeth Herrling
Dan and Diane Howe
Rod Johnson
Ken and Sue Meigs
Craig & Jane Mickelson
Stan and Marcia Morley
Susan and Bo Olson
Casey & Lindsey Schultz
Paul and Joan Skalet
Tom Wilkins
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When your team leader schedules you for a specific
job, they will assume that you will be responsible for
the time and duty assigned. If you are unable to
serve during the month that your service team is
assigned it is your_responsibility _ to exchange with
someone in your service team group.

After the assignments have been made for the
month you will receive, in the mail, a description of
the assignments and directions to follow for your re-
sponsibility. These are easy to follow instructions. If
you have any questions concerning your duties you
should call your team leader.

We so appreciate your willingness to see that our
church services run smoothly and without interrup-
tion. Thank you!
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CIRCLE MEETINGS

Joy Circle
Tues., May 4, 2010

10:30 am at Luckenbooth’s

Hannah Circle
Mon., May 10, 2010 — 9:30 am
(see bulletin for location)

Evening Circle
Tuesday, May 11, 7:00 p.m.
(See bulletin for location.)
Talk about Faithful and Courageous: Christians in
Unsettling Times.

Altar Duty for May, 2010
Joanne Skalet and Julie Schmitt
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Items being sold include fried cakes, breads, pies,
cookies, cakes, sweet rolls, and lefse.

We will be serving fried cakes, rommegrot, and
coffee. Come and enjoy a morning cup of coffee
with friends.

Food donations should be at the fire station
between 7:30 and 8:00 am. Please price your
items before-hand if possible . You can check

the grocery bakery department for what they
charge. A monetary donation may be given to

Vermont Women of ELCA rather than food items.

This bake sale helps us meet our mission budget.
If you can help at the bake sale or on Friday to set
up, please call Kris Antonie at 767-2641.
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Thanks you to Vermont Women of ELCA for a
wonderful event!

- East/Westlake Synod




Various Kinds of Ministries

About Visitation ministry

Most ministry is very public as
many of you can literally “see” what is

happening through Vermont Church.
These ministries have a high-profile — worship, a building
project, a stewardship campaign. Preaching, for example, is a
ministry that enjoys a high level of public awareness, for it is a
ministry necessarily performed in public. With this, and
because Vermont has a full-time pastorate now, | want to
express to you what you may not always see, yet happens:
the more private forms of ministry. One of which is Pastoral
Visitation. While this is a ministry of and to the congregation,
involving many people that are visited by the pastor, or
members and non-members visited by other members (as in
an Outreach committee person taking flowers to someone in
the hospital, or even an act with little church structure given to
it at all), visitation is largely a one-to-one exercise—it is not
high-profile, but rather done one home, one hospital, one
phone call, one note, one person at a time. It is not a public
display: the only person who knows about it is the one being
ministered to. Yet, itis a very important ministry.

Someone asked me recently how many visits | do in a
month. This should be an easy question to answer, simply by
thinking of the VT homebound list in my mind, and then adding
on the general visits, or by looking at my calendar. As |
started to think about it, though, visitation could be something
broken down into categories: hospital visits; nursing home
visits; homebound folks needing Holy Communion at least one
per month; general “get to know you” visits; prospective mem-
ber chat times; counseling sessions--both general as well as
wedding/marriage planning; anniversary celebrations and
birthdays that the pastor is invited to; Confirmation receptions
and high school art and athletic events... all of these are fine
ways in which a pastor gets to know the people of the church,
and as well, learns more about the community.

| do not know to what extent pastors of multi-point
parishes are able to extend themselves across the various
visitation modes as listed above, and of larger churches, there
is probably a pastor specifically charged with “Visitation
ministry”... in either case it certainly requires good time
management to allow for ample number of visits. But | can
say as a pastor of a solo parish that visitation is one of the
great and fine delights of the ministry! If you are particularly
homebound, and | do not know about you, or you have beenill
and you plan to be hospitalized, please inform me so that |
can visit you and bring God’s word and sacrament to you.
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\ e Men’s Ministry
£ [t Breakfast
AN

MEN

at Luckenbooth’s, Black Earth

May 5, 2010, 7:30 am

Other Men’s Events

Men and Youth Brat Fry at The Shoe Box:

Sat., May 15, beginning at 9:30 am and
Sat., May 29, beginning at 9:30 am

Help with “Share the Food” Program:
Sat., May 22

ATTENTION MARRIED COUPLES:

What is the most important thing you
can give each other or your children? Your
own loving relationship! Lutheran Marriage
Encounter has a fantastic opportunity for ALL
MARRIED COUPLES in July of this summer.
It is a chance to take time off from daily pres-
sures and responsibilities to search out and
discover a warmer, closer, more joyful rela-
tionship with each other. The weekend is
scheduled for JULY 16-18 at Country Inn
and Suites on Moreland Rd. in Brookfield,
WI.

The weekends run from Friday night
at 8:00 pm to Sunday at 5:00 pm, and all
costs are covered by a $45 per couple regis-
tration fee, plus a confidential contribution of
whatever amount you choose to make
toward the end of the weekend. Registra-
tions are limited, so sign up today to ensure
that you can attend the weekend. Simply go
to the website: www.Godlovesmarriage.org
and register, or for questions, or a brochure
with registration form, contact Milwaukee
Area Directors of Lutheran Marriage Encoun-
ter, Dean and Marcia Redman at 414-771-
7534, or email dmRedman@wi.rr.com.
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Youth Groups and
Confirmation Events:

It has been wonderful being able to spend a
session of our last rotation outside! We hope that the
children have all enjoyed the new rotational approach to
Sunday School. If you have heard any comments be
sure to share them with any of our teachers. We would
love to hear thoughts on how to improve the program.

In May, our Sunday School will be concluding
the story of Joseph and the Coat of Many Colors. Be
sure to visit Egypt, (Fellowship Hall), and see the tie-dye
coats that the kids made in Art class. The Music/Drama
students colored pictures and created a timeline of the
major events in Joseph’s life. The kids had a session
outdoors where they collected items to make a coat of
many colors.

PK Helpers for May are:
May 2" — Patty Herrling

May 9" — No helper needed — review day/Singing in
Worship Service

May 16™ — No helper needed — Celebration Day

Snack Helpers for May are:

May 2" — Sydnee & Bryce Duhr
May 9" — Luke & Jack Haugen
May 16™ — Party Day

We will be going to the Herrling Farm after church on
Sunday, May 16". More details will be given out
including maps, time and what to bring. Thank you to
the Herrlings for hosting. We all really enjoy the Day at
the Farm!

Before we close out the school year, | would like to give
a HUGE thank you to all our teachers, substitutes and
helpers! Lisa King, Liz Herrling, Heidi Lemke, Terry
DeWitt, Deb Krebs and Jeff King all taught sessions
throughout the year. Our substitutes Jill Lynch and Kelly
Kidd were invaluable as were our PreSchool helpers,
Kelly Kidd and Patty Herrling.

Thank you also to parents for providing snacks and
assisting wherever, whenever needed. And thank you
for bringing your children to Sunday School. We love
having the opportunity to share our love of Christ and
help them to grow in their faith.

Worship together as a family this summer. You will
be glad you did!

Synod Lock-Out event
in Madison, May 7-8

Vermont Relay for Life Team, June 19-20 at

Wisconsin Heights track for the Americ
Cancer Society fundraiser that takes p
from 6pm - 9am. Teams walk around
track all through the night.
from the High School participate as well.

Each team is given a campsite and
bring tents and fire pits. There is music
activities for the whole family throughout t
night. Not all teams spend the night, but
is possible. This is an amazing commu
event.

Sugar Creek Confirmation camp is June
18—students should let Pastor Chad kno
they desire to participate.
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Confirmation Sunday is May 23rd. Please

join us in worship that Sunday as four of
8th grade students get confirmed.

our
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Midwife Kits and Hospice Kits  will be taken to the
Synod Assembly in June. We are currently collect-
ing items for them and will assemble at the end
of May.

One Midwife Kit contains

2 cord ties: 8" narrow lengths of selvage, 1/4”
twill tape or heavy white knit/crochet cotton.

1 razor blade (single-edge, safety-wrapped),
may be purchased at a home improvement
store.

1 regular size bath towel

1 36” square muslin or sheeting
1 wash cloth (thin)

1 bath size bar Ivory soap

1 newborn stocking cap (keep hand-knit ones
very small.

1 small cotton-blend or flannel shirt (to waist
only as the babies do not wear diapers)

1 receiving blanket

1 pair plastic or latex gloves (clean, not ster-
ile), NO kitchen gloves.

One Hospice Kit contains:
New or gently used:
1 regular size bath towel
1 wash cloth
New items:
1 bath size bar of hand soap (wrapped)
1 toothbrush
1 tube tooth paste, med. or Irg.
1 “pick” comb
1 nail clipper
6 bandaids
1 jar or tube of petroleum jelly

1 pair heavy duty household gloves (kitchen
type) size medium

1 small devotional booklet such as Portals of
Prayer of Christ in Our Home (does not have
to be current issue).

Thanks to everyone who
has been bringing in box
tops for education, milk-
caps and Campbell’'s
labels.

( Keep them coming it's for
the kids!)
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ad Pennies for Poverty
Please keep bringing in your
pennies! They will be donated later.

If your birthday is in January,

why not put in a penny for each year, or

get rid of that “pesky” change in your
pocket!
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are God's People at work?

Five Loaves & Two Fish

The “official” annual Hunger Campaign at Vermont is coming to an end. The
students had their Hunger Lock-In, we supported them with “Hunger” pledges. We've
gathered lots of cheerios and other boxed and canned foods. We've spent the last
several months in this column talking about our feelings and frustrations about hunger,
our local Food Pantry, the Four legs of a Hunger program for Wisconsin. We've talked
about the Hungry in worship. Guess we can wrap that up, make a few notes in the
folder, then file it away until next year...

except. ..
Hunger still exists in the World, in Wisconsin, in our Community!
Let's read from the gospel of Matthew:

When it was evening, the disciples came to him and said “This is a deserted place, and the hour is
now late; send the crowds away so that they may go into the villages and buy food for themselves.” Jesus
said to them, “they need not go away; you give them something to eat.” The replied “We have nothing here
but five loaves and two fish.” And he said to them, “Bring them here to me.” Then he ordered the crowds to
sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and two fish, he looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke
the loaves, and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. And all ate and were
filled; and they took up what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. And those who ate were
about 5000 men, besides women and children.

Matthew 14:15-21.

Isn’t it interesting that this story is one of a handful that are found in each of the four gospels? The
feeding of hungry people. This tells us that the basic sharing of food and caring for those around us are very
important to our God. The scene exemplifies the miracle of God’'s abundance and calls us to feed those
facing hunger; not to send them away because our annual campaign is finished for 2010.

Let's continue to keep our focus on the hungry as we continue through the growing and harvesting months of
the year. If you have ideas of what we can do as a church community, jot them down or e-mail them to
Vermont Church@tds.net. We'll continue with ideas as to things we can do as a church body, as a family or
as an individual. Our “Program” is not finished until there is Hunger no more.
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Change Service Requested

(“Various Kinds of Ministry”, continued from page 7 )

About Two Funds: Good Samaritan Fund and Pastoral Fund
There are two funds the congregation should be aware of, and to name these may be of help to you should you desire
to “designate” your offerings specifically for these on your offering envelope in the future.

Good Samaritan Fund - is an important ministry fund of Vermont that is used to help people with acute needs
that they might have. Occasionally, Pastor receives calls from the general public for needs such as gasoline
needed to help someone get to a job interview, helping someone in need with purchasing groceries, paying a
portion of rent, or helping someone short-term purchase medications. Pastor works with the individual/family in
need to adequately provide for them in their condition at the time. To avoid misuse of social aid, most often,
Pastor gives the monetary aid directly to the business requiring payment (grocery clerk, or landlord). Cash is
never given straight out to a person.

In 2009, Vermont's annual report indicated $975 was given out of the Good Samaritan fund.

Pastoral Fund - is a pastor’'s discretionary fund that receives donations, as well as honorariums from pastoral
acts served, such as from performing weddings, funerals, and baptisms. Monies from this fund are generally
given to special educational events put on by Vermont or for outreach materials used at Vermont (e.g. making
banners), or for special pastoral situations, e.g. taking high school seniors out to dinner, and purchasing books
on ministry issues, and for some continuing education expenses.

In 2009, a little over $1000 was placed in this fund from honorariums.




