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Evangelical Lutheran Worship
The New Red Hymnal

Beginning on November #9 which is the

First Sunday in Advent, we will begin using our

Lutheran church’s new hymnal resouré&angeli-
cal Lutheran Worship(ELW). This hymnal wil
replace the greebutheran Book of WorshifLBW)

and the bluewith One Voicehymnal supplement.

Every thirty years, or so, our church produces a
hymnal. Thd.utheran Book of Worshipame out ir

1978. The ELW, published in 2006, includes some
settings and many of the hymns of the LBW and all

of the hymns fromWith One Voicehymnal. We

will start out slowly in getting to know the hymnal.

In preparation for receiving this new f

(“cranberry” colored) hymnal into our pews, we will

be having the hymnal on display in the narthex
we did this past spring, and have a sigp-sheet fo
all who desire to purchase a hymnal(s) in memo
in_honor of someone Please look for this table
the narthex in November.

Why have theEvangelical Lutheran Worship
hymnal?

-A new worship resource can add new vi
ity to our worship, given the new liturgical settin
contained within it;

-We won't have two hymnals to flip ba
and forth to during worship;

-Augsburg Fortress, our Lutheran publi
ing house, provides resources to help church
ship committees design worship and Augsbu
resources now mainly provide for using the r
ELW hymnal.
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Why start using the new hymnal at
the end of November?

The First Sunday in Advent, Novem-
ber 29, marks the beginning of the Christian
liturgical calendar. As a worship committee,
we believe that beginning the hymnal now will
enhance our experience with this resource as
Advent and Christmas hymns are alrepdy
familiar to us.

How will the hymnal be implemented?
We will try to choose familiar hymns
and work with the familiar liturgical settings
during the beginning of our use of the ELW.
Marguerite Parrell has taken training on fthe
hymnal, and Pastor Christensen implemented
and used the ELW for a year in his previpus
parish. They, along with our Vermont choir,
will aid us in singing new parts of the hymnal.

What will overall funding of the hymnal
include and how many hymnals will be
purchased?

The Church Council voted to proceed
with the purchase of the ELW hymnals. The
organist and altar large book hymnals have
been gifted to the congregation by the Women
of the ELCA. We thank them for their gener-
osity toward this resource. Memorial monies
have also been secured for the purchase of
hymnals. Congregation members and friends
are invited to purchase hymnals (cost is $20 per
hymna) and can designate if they are in hgnor
or in memory of someone. Decals will |be
placed in the inside cover for this designatjon.
We will purchase 170 hymnals to adequately
supply the balcony and lower floor pews and
the choir loft.

If you have any questions regardjng
the ELW, please contact Pastor Christensen.

Vermont Lutheran Church is affiliated with the Sout

h- Central Synod of Wisconsin

of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.

“God’s Work. Our Hands”




ermont utheran  hurch

9886 Vermont Church Road

Black Earth, WI 53515

Telephone (608) 767-3312

Office Hours at the Church:
T,W, Th—9:00am—2:00 pm
E-mail address: Vermont Church@tds.net

Website: vermontlutheran.org

Pastor

Secretary
Organist

Choir Director
Custodian

Rev. Chad L. Christensen

767-3312 (office) 437-7245 (home)

email: chchriste@yahoo.com

Linda Watkins 795-4714
Marguerite Parrell 767-2427
Marguerite Parrell 767-2427
Joyce Parrell 767-3982

Your Church Officers

President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer

Council Members Jon Urness

Peter Antonie 767-2641
Klover Schafer 795-4365
Bonnie Dauck 798-4161
Patty Herrling 798-2268

767-2471
Gary Olsen 767-3988
Scott Berger 795-4547
Jill Stone-Brisky 643-8780
Bill Kennedy 795-2921

Who to Contact

Worship & Music Marguerite Parrell 767-2427
Missions Klover Schafer 795-4365
Evangelism Bonnie Dauck 798-4161
Stewardship Jill Stone-Brisky 643-8780
Endowment Karsten Haugen 767-5586
Youth Sara Herrling 798-4347
Outreach Pastor Chad 767-3312
Building & Grounds Committee
Jim Ludolph 767-2272
Michael Dauck 798-4161
Greg Herrling 798-2268
Women’s Group & Activities
Co-presidents Kris Antonie 767-2641
Donna Dybdahl 767-3674
Secretary Mary Johns 795-4414
Treasurer Shirley Brandt 767-3030
Activities
Library Connie Goderstad 767-3477
Joan Skalet 767-2289
Sunday School Joanie Haugen 767-3327
Confirmation Pastor Chad 767-3312
Service Volunteers Shirley Brandt 767-3030
Newsletter Linda Watkins 795-4714
Kitchen Virginia Urness 767-3493
Janet Everson 588-3820
(Cell)206-1805
Cemetery Dave Haugen 767-3313
Jon Urness 767-2471
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Baptism
Alexander Severson

Confirmation

Jensen Doyle
Tyler Haugen
Kyle Norslien

Marriage
Adam Festge and

Jamaica Hix

Funeral
Thora Gillette
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Marjorie Aeschlimann
Joan Hoesly
Jane Hanson
Melissa Hanson
Kim Haugen
Benjamin Howe
Hector Dauck
Bryce Duhr
Daniel Parrell
Bud Erickson
Bridget Wolle
Dylan Rickey
Ryan Dowan
Emma King

Doug Meier

Ed Schroeder
Don Parrell

Jeff Herrling
Addison Kidd

Jon Urness

John Howery
Marguerite Parrell
Ryan Howe
Joyce Howery
Kenneth Ayers
Delores Barsness
Elizabeth Herrling
Joe Schultz




Habitat Home Blessing

The Habitat for Humanity home that was built in
Mazomanie this summer is now complete. The O’Con-
nell family and Habitat for Humanity want to thank
everyone who contributed funds for the project and/or
labor by inviting the community to a Home Blessing at
10:00 am, Saturday, November 7th. A short program
will be followed b a reception and tour of the home,
which is located off Hwy. Y, in the new subdivision
going north out of Mazomanie. Everyone welcome!
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Wisconsin Heights Knitters
will meet on Tuesday, Nov. 17, 6:30 p.m.

at New Heights Lutheran Church in
Mazomanie.

Community Thanksqgiving
Worship

Thanksgiving Community
Worship is 6:30 p.m. at St. Paul’'s Lutheran, Marx-
ville (on Hwy. 19). Pastor Beth Schultz Byrnes
and other area pastors are presiding; Pastor
Christensen will be preaching.

If you would like to join the choir for that
worship service, they will meet on Thursdays,
Nov. 12 and Nov. 19, 7:00 pm at St. Paul’s,
Marxville.

“Let Us Give Thanks for All Things”

2009 Treasurer’s Summary—Budget vs. Actual
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From Pastor Chad’'s Desk . . .

Getting His Love into Our Hearts

A pastor once heard a parishioner after church talking about a stewardship
program that his church was doing. The phrase that really caught the
pastor's attention was, “Ah! The church is trying to get their hand in my
wallet again!” The pastor didn’'t know how to respond at the time but went
to his study to think about what he had heard. He was hoping that the
attitude that he heard expressed was not the attitude commonly held by
most of his parishioners. The attitude was certainly not what the church

was trying to cultivate. As the pastor thought about it, he had a thought
about how he could respond to his parishioner’s statement.

The next Sunday he saw the same man standing in the entryway and the pastor approached him and took
him aside and said, “George, | couldn’t help but overhear what you were saying last week after the service about
the church trying to get their hand in your wallet, and | think you really have it wrong. We do need money to
function as a church, there is no denying that. But the point of Christian stewardship is not for the congregation to
get their hand in your wallet. The point of stewardship is God trying to get his love into your heart. What we give
to the church ought to be a response of thanks to God for all that God has done for us. Stewardship is more about
your heart than it is about your wallet. The biggest beneficiary of the gifts you give to the church is you. It's good
for all of us to give. Generosity is a wonderful thing. Everybody benefits from knowing they’ve done something
good and helpful. Giving reminds us of lots of things that the Bible says about money and possessions, like that
everything we have is a gift from God including our life, or that we are caretakers and not owners of the world, or
that we can't serve two masters, or what does it profit a person to gain the whole world and lose their soul? If you
took away everything God gave us there wouldn’'t be anything left. Stewardship is more spiritual than it is eco-
nomic. Money is a tool, not an end in itself.”

George thought for a moment and said, “I'm kinda sorry for what | said, but times aren’t easy and every-
thing is more expensive and then the church asks for money too. | guess | was feeling a little squeezed. 1 really
am thankful. | guess I got a little too focused on me and not on God.”

The pastor replied, “I understand that these times aren’t easy. Costs are going up for the church, too. And
just between you and me it isn’'t easy for the pastor to speak to the congregation about money since I'm one of the
biggest line items on the budget. But | believe in what we are doing as a church... or maybe | ought to say what
God is doing through our church. And with tough times people need our ministry all the more. They need to know
that some things are still certain in an uncertain world, like God's love and grace. I'm sorry George, | don’t mean to
turn this into another sermon.”

“That’s okay, Pastor. You gave me some stuff to think about.”
This month, the expression of our Stewardship work will be more pronounced. As we think about our
monetary giving to God's ministry through Vermont in year 2010, the mark of our church life together that I'm ex-

ploring in this article is “giving.” These seven marks we have been exploring this year are:

Prayer Worship  Study Serving  Encouraging Giving Inviting

(continued on page 7, column 1)




Service Volunteers for November, 2009
Paul and Jill Dybdahl (Telephone 76 7-3201)

Team Leader:

November 1
Assist Minister Virginia Urness
Ushers
Reader
Acolytes Shaye Doyle
Communion

(at altar in cups w/bread)
Hospitality

We will be using the regular method (in cups w/brea
We thank you for volunteering your service to Verm

November 8

Dan Brisky

Isabel Brisky

November 15 November 22 November 29

Ingerid Kvam Klover Schafer Don Parrell

Jenna Endres Karsten Kvam Bailey Lynch

(at altar in cups w/bread)

d — at the altar).
ont Lutheran Church!

Fellowship hour will be held following worship.
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December 2009 Service Team
Leaders: Leonard and Sue Schaub

Peter and Kris Antonie
Debra Barsness

Benda Barsness

Scott and Peggy Berger
Mike and Bonnie Dauck
Bob and Karen Duhr
Adam and Jamaica Festge
Christy Festge

Jim Festge

Connie Goderstad

Joan Hoesly

Jeff and Lisa King

Maria Klemme

Knute and Esther Nelson
Linda Page

Randy and Cindy Page
Shawn and Jackie Page
Leonard and Sue Schaub
Virginia Urness
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Service Team Information

There are five service teams—with rotating
leaders. Leaders will be notified prior to the month
they are to organize the team and the list of team
members is published in The Messenger.

When your team leader schedules you for a specific
job, they will assume that you will be responsible for
the time and duty assigned. If you are unable to
serve during the month that your service team is
assigned it is your responsibility _ to exchange with
someone in your service team group.

After the assignments have been made for the month
you will receive, in the mail, a description of the as-
signments and directions to follow for your responsi-
bility. These are easy to follow instructions. If you
have any questions concerning your duties you
should call your team leader.

We so appreciate your willingness to see that our
church services run smoothly and without interrup-
tion. Thank you!




THANKOFFERING SUNDAY IF NOVEMBER 22!
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CIRCLE MEETINGS

Joy Circle
Date and location to be announced.

Hannah Circle
Mon., Nov. 9, 9:30 a.m. at Ginny Johnson'’s.

Evening Circle
Tue., Nov. 10, 7:00 p.m.
at Gaila Olsen’s. Marlene Ludolph is serving.
Please read chapters 6-10 in The Faith Club.

Altar Duty for November , 2009
Janet Everson and Virginia Urness

BIBLE STUDIES FOR 2009-2010

A Thankoffering is an offering given as an expres-
sion of thanks. Thankofferings did not originate with
the women’s organization. Among early Christians,

when a bountiful harvest was completed or a son
returned home safely from war, they would gather in
worship to thank God for these great blessings and
collect offerings for the particular blessing received.

What is our current understanding of Thankoffer-
ings, and how are Thankoffering dollars used?
There are moments in each day when we should be
thankful to God. It can be something significant —
a child’s first step, recovery from illness, or landing
a new job. It can be something as ordinary as see-
ing your child off to school complete with lunch and
homework, making it home safely after rush hour on
the expressway, or listening to birds while walking
through your back yard. When any of these signifi-
cant or ordinary moments happen,

we can say thank you to God.

How are Thankofferings used?

As we gather Thankofferings this year, know that
the churchwide expression of Women of the ELCA
is deeply grateful for your offerings and constantly
mindful of being good stewards of your gifts. As
together we live out our purpose and mission, we
are all strengthened and supported by our
partnership with one another!

Note: an offering envelope will be provided for you.

You may put in offering plate on November 22 or
give or mail to Shirley Brandt.

Hannah and Joy Circles:

Will use the Bible study from Lutheran
Woman Today. This year's study is “To God'’s
Beloved: Paul's Letter to the Romans.” This epis-
tle is one of the foundations of Christian theology.
Martin Luther called it the most important piece in
the New Testament — he even said it would be
worth memorizing! The author is the Rev. Dr.
Sarah Henrich, professor of New Testament at
Luther Seminary, St. Paul, MN.

Evening Circle:

Will be reading and studying The Faith Club
by Ranya Idliby, Suzanne Oliver, and Priscilla
Warner. Each circle member should purchase a
copy of the book.

Everyone wanted the recipe, so. .. enjoy!

Onion Casserole from Janet Castle

3-4 Sweet onions, sliced

2 cans Cream of Chicken Soup, mixed with 1/2 c.
Milk

llrg. Bag Sour Cream & Onion chips, crushed

2 cups grated cheddar cheese

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Spray 9x13 pan.
Layer: chips, onions, & cheese.

Repeat. Pour soup mixture over top and top with chips*.
Bake 1 hour.

* | add the top chips 10-15 min. before the baking time
is done.




Pastor Chad (cont. from page 4)

As members of the church, we are all disciples of Jesus
Christ, followers of his word. Inherent within this is giving toward
the ministries of the church. In the church, we recognize giving
to God’s ministry in three ways: giving of “ourselves, our time,
and our possessions, signs of God's gracious love” (from the
Offertory prayer, Lutheran Book of Worship, p.87). God has
blessed us abundantly, giving us our abilities, skills, and
personalities for ministry. And in response, we have resources
that we give back to God out of our faith and in response to
God’s goodness and provision for our lives.

Our Stewardship Team here at Vermont, which includes
Jeff King, Jill Stone-Brisky, Jill Lynch, Melissa Hanson, Paul
Skalet, and myself, will be exploring with the congregation two
major facets of our work: 1) Using the “Stories of Faith in Action”
ELCA magazine, we are reviewing ministries of the larger synod
and national church that Vermont gives to through its offerings,
toward mission in the world—world hunger, disaster relief, new
mission starts, our seminaries and religious schools, and other
ministries. This helps to put a face on the ministries we support
through synod benevolence offerings from Vermont, from funds
raised through our Lutefisk Dinner, and other general offerings
that you give; and 2) talking about member pledged giving for
year 2010, and percentage growth giving and tithing, for
Vermont's members to be prayerful about for the next year. Our
synod’s campaign “And God said it is Good” also seeks to sup-
port the ELCA with a $1.00 per baptized member drive. This of-
fering will be collected this month.

Please keep this mark of discipleship—giving—in your
prayers for the development of your faith life, and listen for God’s
voice as we present our stewardship themes this month.

God’s blessings upon you,
Pastor Chad Christensen
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November 1, 2009

Deuteronomy 6:1-9
Psalm 119:1-8
Happy are they who seek the LORD
with all their hearts. (Ps. 119:2)
Hebrews 9:11-14
Mark 12:28-34

November 8, 2009

1 Kings 17:8-16

Psalm 146
The LORD lifts up those who are bowed
down. (Ps. 146:8)

Hebrews 9:24-28

Mark 12:38-44

November 15, 2009

THANK YOU FOR HELPING WITH THE KITS!

Thanks to everyone who brought items and helped assemble
for the various kits we were able to send the following to
LWR:

38 Health kits
79 School kits
6 Layettes
10 Ibs. of soap
50 quilts

“God’s Work. Our Hands.”

Daniel 12:1-3
Psalm 16
My heart is glad and my spirit rejoices;
my body shall rest in hope. (Ps. 16:9)
Hebrews 10:11-14 [15-18] 19-25
Mark 13:1-8

November 22, 2009

Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14
Psalm 93
Ever since the world began, your throne
has been established. (Ps. 93:2)
Revelation 1:4b-8
John 18:33-37

November 29 (1st Sunday of Advent)

Jeremiah 33:14-16
Psalm 25:1-10

1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
Luke 21:25-36




Thanks to everyone who has
been bringing in box tops
for education, milk-caps and
Campbell's labels.

( Keep them coming....... it's
for the kids!)

The aluminum can drive will continue and the proceeds
will benefit Habitat for Humanity. Bring your cans to the
trash receptacle at church. A Habitat home was built in
Mazomanie this summer. Dan the can man will be
anxious to recycle the cans.

Please remember to pop off the tabs for The Ronald
McDonald House. Each tab equals a penny donation! They are so happy
to get them. Our last bag was over 5000!
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FOOD PANTRY

Please remember to bring
food items for the CIA Food
Pantry.

Food is always needed, but
at this time of the year we
need to be especially
mindful of those who are in
need.

SERVICE PROJECT BY EMRY BRISKY
P.R.I.S.M. participant at Lutherdale Bible Camp.
Scripture reading: Luke 15
“The Parable of the Lost Sheep

Goal:
The Food Pantry — to feed people’s hunger and nourish their faith.

Collection for “Shepherd’s Pie Kits”

A recipe, coloring page and a copy of the parable will accompany each
bagged kit.

Iltems Needed from Congregation:
CREAM style CORN and Box in INSTANT POTATOES (13-14 o0z.)

Please look for the shepherd’s staff in The Mission Bazaar to place
your donations,
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On November 1, Jeff King and Paul Skalet will givemple talk on stewardship during
9:30 am worship.
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CONFIRMATION/YOUTH INFORMATION

We have started our second rotation. The
kids seem to enjoy the new Sunday School format as do the
teachers. In this rotation, we will be studying the Christmas
Story based on the book of Luke. We will also be studying Lu-
theran  Christmas traditions. We will begin preparing for the
Christmas  Program toward the end of November. Mark your
calendars for our Christmas Program, December 13",

In our last rotation, the kids did a great job writing lyrics
to the hymn “They Will Know We Are Christians By Our Love”
based on what they learned from the parable of the Good
Samaritan. They are very creative and clearly picked up on the
key points of this story.

Snack Helpers for November:

November 1 - Cody Amble

November 8 - Sydnee & Bryce Duhr

November 15 - Adler Family

November 22 - Tyler Johnson

November 29—No Sunday School—Thanksgiving weekend.

Feel free to bring a friend to Sunday School. It's fun to share
the Good News with a friend!
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Acolyte schedule for November , 2009:

Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.

1 - Shaye Doyle
8 - Isabel Brisky
15 - Jenna Endres
22 - Karsten Kvam
29 - Bailey Lynch

Discussion among several men of Vermont
Lutheran Church ensued after a worship service in
October thoughtfully envisioning a potential men’s
group forming in our congregation. The vision is to

get more young—older men involved in church life Mary's Restaurant in Arena, Wisconsin.

other than the annual meatball dinner and dart ball.

Chad.

Mens Breakfast

A On Wed., November 4, 7:30 a.m.
there will be a Wisconsin Heights
Area Men’'s Breakfast at Grandma
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Biblical Understandings

One of our primary ministries is learning about
God'’s word through the Bible. Our larger Lutheran church
is encouraging all our churches to reinvigorate ourselves
in the strong Lutheran tradition of coming to deeper under-
standings of the scriptures, for our personal faith and its
witness through the church and beyond. This is the
reason the Book of Faith Initiative is alive and well in our
churches.

Here at Vermont, our current Bible study has been
on reading the Bible through a “Lutheran lens.” In the next
several months, there will be a “Bible page” in this
Messenger newsletter exploring an aspect of our Bible
reading. Let me know if you have questions or comments
about these “Bible pages”.

What is the Bible?
by Pastor Chad Christensen

“The definition of the Bible should take into account
questions of content (what it is made up of) and its
function (what is its purpose).

As to content, the Bible can be defined most basi-
cally by the Greek word from which it comes—
biblia, which means “books.” The Bible, then, is
not just one book but a collection of 66 books
(without the Apocrypha, which Roman Catholic
Bibles include). This collection records the mighty
acts of the living God and the relationship between
this God (known to the Hebrews as Yahweh) and
creation in general, and human beings in particular.

As to function, the Bible is the authoritative religious
document of both Christians and Jews. The
Scriptures used by Jewish communities consist of
the books that Christians call the Old Testament.
The Christian church includes in its Bible the books
of the New Testament as well.

The Bible can be seen as having three purposes (or
function in three ways):

1) It is the book of life. The Bible is the inspired
Word of God, the authoritative source of
teaching and preaching, and the principal
means by which we are called to faith and
helped to live according to God’s will. Further,
the Bible testifies that God is the source of all
life, including the “new life” which comes
through Baptism and the “eternal life” offered
freely to all who believe in God’s Son, Jesus
Christ.

2) The Bible is also the book of the people of God.
Its words have lived in their history, and their
history lives in its words. The Bible tells this
story and like a compass needle points to the
One who hold the past, present, and future
together with creative and gracious hands.

3) Finally, the Bible is a document of faith written
by faithful and inspired authors. This makes
the Bible more than a historic book of facts; it is
a rich confession (expression) of faith in God
who is the source of truth. This kind of truth is
expressed in facts and statistics, to be sure, but
the Bible also uses the language of story,
parable, poetry, hymns, songs, visions, laws,
and sermons to convey this truth.”




“Sunday School Rocks”

The following verses were written by the
Sunday School kids.

“They’ll Know We Are

“Read & Study God’s Word”

During the worship service Sunday,
September 11, 2009, the third graders received
their Bibles as is the tradition at Vermont Lu-

From left to right: Dylan Rickey, Luke
Haugen,

Christians By Our Love”

Pre-school—Pre-K verse:
We will walk with each other, we will walk hand in hand
We will walk with each other, we will walk hand in hand

And together we’ll spread the news that God is in our
land.

Chorus:

And they’ll know we are Christians by our love, by our
love

Yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love.

1st—2nd graders verse:

We will take you to the doctor, we will help if you're hurt
We will take you to the doctor, we will help if you're hurt
And if you need it we will give you a shirt.

Chorus

3rd— 4th graders verse:
We are here to help you, we’'ll give food to you dude

And we’ll give you an apple, even if you are rude
We will do everything to put you in a good mood.

Chorus

theran Church.

Knowing God doesn’t happen overnight;
it takes a lifetime. And, it starts with one small
task: reading your Bible everyday and repeating
this over and over again. Have a goal in mind
kids....get to know God better by reading your
very own special book. Stay at it every day!




Preparing the Lutefisk

Cooking the Lutefisk Potatoes & Gravy

Vegetables & Meatballs |




Making Rommegrot & Serving

A
v

A

v

The Coffee Tent
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Cookies

?

!

Lefse Relishes

Butter, etc.




Dishwashers & Cleaners

The faces of many helping to prepare & serve

Thanks to everyonr making this annual mission dinner a success!




Vermont Lutheran Church

9886 Vermont Church Road
Black Earth, WI 53515

Change Service Requested

PRESORTED
STANDARD

PERMIT NO. 5
Black Earth, WI 53515

Dressing our church
for the festive season ahead
is on all our minds. Just as
we do at home, we want to
celebrate the upcoming
events with beauty and joy.

A variety of Christ-
mas poinsettias will be
available to order and may be done so through the
church. Order forms and pricing will be available in the
December newsletter as well as in the bulletins after
Thanksgiving.

It's hard to believe we’re talking about
Christmas already, but it will be here
before you know it!

The 4th Annual Cookie Exchange
will be Sunday, December 6,
7:00 p.m.
Watch Dec. Messenger and bulletins for more
information!

“Marvelous”
“Stupendous”

“Best church Lutefisk Dinner
Ever”

“I can only get my husband to come to this
dinner.” “How many people do you have in
your church?” “Are they all here helping?”
“This rosette is to die for?” “All the workers are
so happy!” “What a beautiful church”

It is always nice to hear these comments.
Thank you to everyone who made this dinner a
success, from the preparation that starts in
August and goes to the week after the dinner to
put everything back in place. We do appreciate
all the members and non-members who are
involved.

Once again the mission work and budget of our
church has been greatly aided by this event.




