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Our Church is Busy!! 

The facilities that we have for meet-
ings, both large and small are limited.  

There are many more things going on now — 
things like committee meetings, youth meet-

ings, and Bible and book studies, council 
meetings, as well as confirmation and      

Sunday School.  

                                                                                  
All of these things must be on the office     
calendar so that we do not schedule two 
events for the same space.  (It’s happened!) 

                                                                             
Please call the office to find out if the space is 

available before you schedule something. 
 

                                                                                                                                
Vermont Lutheran Church is affiliated with the Sout h- Central Synod of Wisconsin 

of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 

“God’s Work.  Our Hands” 

Your Vote Is Important! 
 

There will be a Congrega-
tional Meeting on Sunday, 

October 4, 2009, immediately 
following worship to further discuss and 

vote on building the Outdoor Facility on the 
west side of the church. 

                                                                                
Please plan to attend! 

Adult Bible Study this fall:                                                                                                                                 
                                                                 

Our adult Bible study this fall will 
focus on how Lutherans interpret the  Bible.  
The study will be based upon a DVD series 

led by Lutheran scholar  Dr. Mark Allen Pow-
ell.  Dr. Powell spoke to some of us who at-
tended the Book of Faith Initiative seminar 

held by the synod, in July.  

 His approach is dynamic and thoughtful and 
he will offer interpretations for multiple      
denominations of the Christian faith.                     

The studies will be on Tuesdays at 7 pm  
and Thursdays at 10:30 am. 

 

Everyone is welcome! 
�

�

�

�

�

 Confirmation is a time of instruction for 
youth in 7-9 grades to enter into a deeper under-
standing of God’s word and our Lutheran beliefs, 
as applied to life in our world.  

  

 This Reformation Sunday, October 25, 
2009, will be Confirmation Sunday, when Jenson 
Doyle, Tyler Haugen, and Kyle Norslien will 
affirm their baptisms. 
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� ermont ���� utheran ���� hurch 

9886 Vermont Church Road 

Black Earth, WI   53515 

Telephone (608) 767-3312 

Office Hours at the Church:                                        
T,W,Th—9:00am—2:00 pm                                          

E-mail address:  Vermont_Church@tds.net 

Website:   vermontlutheran.org 

 

Pastor  Rev. Chad L. Christensen   

  767-3312 (office)   437-7245  (home) 
  email:  chchriste@yahoo.com 
Secretary Linda Watkins  795-4714      
Organist  Marguerite Parrell  767-2427 

Choir Director Marguerite Parrell  767-2427 
Custodian Joyce Parrell  767-3982
  

Your Church Officers 
President Peter Antonie   767-2641 
Vice President Klover Schafer  795-4365 
Secretary Bonnie Dauck  798-4161 
Treasurer Patty Herrling  798-2268 
Council Members Jon Urness  767-2471 
  Gary Olsen  767-3988 
  Scott Berger  795-4547 
  Jill Stone-Brisky                  643-8780 
  Bill Kennedy  795-2921 

Who to Contact 
Worship & Music Marguerite Parrell  767-2427 
Missions  Klover Schafer  795-4365 
Evangelism Bonnie Dauck  798-4161 
Stewardship Jill Stone-Brisky                  643-8780                                                               
Endowment Karsten Haugen  767-5586     
Youth  Sara Herrling  798-4347                
Outreach Pastor Chad                       767-3312                                                                                                        
                                                                                                        
Building & Grounds Committee 
  Jim Ludolph  767-2272 
  Michael Dauck  798-4161 
  Greg Herrling  798-2268 
                                                                                                         
Women’s Group & Activities   
Co-presidents Kris Antonie  767-2641 
  Donna Dybdahl  767-3674 
Secretary Mary Johns  795-4414 
Treasurer Shirley Brandt  767-3030 
                                                                                                              
Activities 
Library  Connie Goderstad  767-3477                    
  Joan Skalet  767-2289                   
Sunday School Joanie Haugen  767-3327 
Confirmation         Pastor Chad                       767-3312 
Service Volunteers    Shirley Brandt  767-3030 
Newsletter Linda Watkins  795-4714 
Kitchen  Virginia Urness  767-3493 
  Janet Everson  588-3820                                                             
                                                  (Cell)206-1805 
Cemetery Dave Haugen  767-3313 
  Jon Urness  767-2471 

 October  1 Cassidy DeWitt 
   4 Buford Olson 
    Allison Schmitt 
   5 Rachael Haukoos 
   6 Justin Herrling 
   7 Trygve Forshaug 
    Tomas Klemme 
   8 Anna Dybdahl 
    Willard Maik 
   9 Debra Barsness 
    Kirby Wright 
   11 Elmira Maik 
   12 Elizabeth Childs 
   14 Sara Herrling 
   15 Frannie Schultz 
   16 Jennifer Schultz 
   17 Hana King 
   18 James Herrling 
   20 Jason Kopras 
   22 Katie Schultz 
   24 Addison Schultz 
   25 Phyllis Bookless 
   27 Sydnee Duhr 
   29 Dennis Aeschlimann 
    Mary Aeschlimann 
   30 Joseph Herrling 
    Brenda Russell-Stenli 
   31 Elizabeth Antonie 
    Kristine Fitzgerald 
    Samantha Herrling 
    Lisa King 

OCTOBER 
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Funerals  
9/24/2009 Louis W. Schiller  (N.M.) 
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2009 Treasurer’s Summary—Budget vs. Actual  

SEE OUR WEB PAGE. . . 

www.vermontlutheran.org 

(see colored  copy of Messenger on our  webpage ) 
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From Pastor Chad’s Desk . . . 
� � � �         

            "The Vermont Report" 
 

     The fall season is upon us and most all of our church programs have 
     started back up.  We have received 24 new members into Vermont at 
     the Sept. 27th  worship service.  Please be mindful to introduce yourself 
     to someone you don't  know when you are at church--make a new friend 
     and help our new members feel comfortable within our church.  Don't 
     hesitate to invite our newest members to become involved in our parish.   

 

     Our Confirmation sessions are continuing--we have 16 students, three of 
which will be confirmed on October 25th, Reformation Sunday.  Our Youth group is meeting--grades 6-12.  All 
youth in these grades our welcome to our once/month Wednesday night meetings and activity nights.  We 
have a pretty good slate of field trips for the Youth group between now and the end of the year.  Do you wish 
to chaperone and give rides??  This is a needed ministry. 

 

The Bible study for this fall is on reading the scriptures through a "Lutheran lens", and a book study with 
Ingerid Kvam will start on Wednesday evenings beginning October 21...you are most invited to keep these 
adult education activities in mind as opportunities to foster growth in your faith development.  We never stop 
learning, especially as regards our faith.   

 

The Sunday school faculty just finished painting the lower level area of the basement--"Solomon's Temple" 
and it looks to be a great part of the new rotational model that has begun for the Sunday school curriculum.  
The Lutefisk Dinner subcommittees are busy preparing for the Big Norske Meal on October 17.  We recently 
had a wonderful Saturday morning with the Biker's Breakfast, thanks to the fine planning of Gaila Olsen.  
Your church is busy! 

 

The Stewardship Committee's year-round educational project, the continued plans for the proposed outdoor 
facility building project, and Outreach Group plans for the fall are also taking place.  Please keep Vermont 
Church in your prayers in these autumn days.  Much planning has been put in place in anticipation of our  
programs starting up.   

 

God's blessings to all of you in your life and doings this fall.  Thank you for your support and guidance of   
Vermont's ministries! 

 

           Pastor Chad Christensen 
        
 

   You are invited to come to the Bible Studies! 

   Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m. 

   Thursdays at 10:30 a.m. 

   You are welcome! 



Service Volunteers for October, 2009 
Team Leader:   Tom and Linda Watkins  (Telephone 79 5-4714) 
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                                         October 4                    October 11                            October 18                          October 25                                                                        
                                                                      

Assist Minister                Ingerid Kvam                  Klover Schafer                         Don Parrell                            Peter Antonie   
 
Ushers                              Karsten & Kim Haugen  Dave & Carol Parrell                Mark and Kathy Haukoos      Dan and Jill Brisky 
 
Reader                            Karsten or Kim             Jane Hanson                         Shirley Brandt                      Jill Stone-Brisky    
                            Haugen  
 
Acolytes                          Collin Kennedy             Quinn Lynch                           Kent Norslien                       Cole Rickey            
 
Communion                Dave Haugen                      None                                        Earl & Shirley Brandt                       None   
                   (at altar in cups w/bread)                                                                 (at altar in cups w/bread) 
 
Hospitality                       Janet Castle                 Sharon Lee                            Joyce Howery                      Jamie & Melissa  
                                        Ginny Johnson              Harald Norslien                     Pam Johnson                            Hanson 
                                                                                                                                                                         Earl & Shirley          
 `                                                                                                                 Brandt 

 
 

We will be using the regular method (in cups w/brea d — at the altar).   
 We thank you for volunteering your service to Verm ont Lutheran Church!  

 
Fellowship hour will be held following worship.  

November 2009 Service Team 
Leaders:  Paul and Jill Dybdahl 

 

Service Team Information 
 There are five service teams—with rotating 
leaders.  Leaders will be notified prior to the month 
they are to organize the team and the list of team 
members is published in The Messenger. 
                                                                                   
When your team leader schedules you for a specific 
job, they will assume that you will be responsible for 
the time and duty assigned.  If you are unable to 
serve during the month that your service team is   
assigned it is your responsibility  to exchange with 
someone in your service team group.   

                                                                                
After the assignments have been made for the month 
you will receive, in the mail, a description of the as-
signments and directions to follow for your responsi-
bility.  These are easy to follow instructions.  If you 
have any questions concerning your duties you 
should call your team leader. 

                                                                                       
We so appreciate your willingness to see that our 
church services run smoothly and without interrup-
tion.  Thank you! 

Jill Adler        
Fred Aeschlimann               
Jenny Pappas                                        
Paul and Jill Dybdahl                             
Janet Everson                                   
Kristine Fitzgerald family                         
Rolf Forshaug                                        
Eric and Joanie Haugen                          
Jim and Marlene Ludolph                     
Willard and Elmira Maik                        
Doug and Charlene Meier                    
Myron Norslien family                          
Gary and Gaila Olsen                          
Joanne Skalet                                       
Amy Schlimgen                                             
Julie Schmitt                                              
Burnette and Marie Severson                
Jon and Judy Urness 
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  CIRCLE MEETINGS 
 

Joy Circle  
Wed., Oct. 7,  1:15 a.m.  at church. 

 
Hannah Circle  

Mon., Oct. 5. 8, 9:30 a.m. at Virginia Johnson’s.       
(note change of regular day) 

 
Evening Circle  

Tue., Oct. 13, 7:00 p.m.  
at Virginia Urness’.  Mary Johns is serving. 

 
Altar Duty for October , 2009 :        
 Ginny Johnson and Janet Castle 
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DO YOU USE OLIVE OIL? 
Many of us are using olive oil these days because 
it is much healthier than other oils, etc.  Now we 

can support the people of Palestine by buying olive 
oil through the Madison-Rafah Sister City  Project 
(MRSCP), which founded in February 2003.  It will 
be sold at the Lutefisk Dinner and is also available 

to us from Marlene Ludolph now! 

 

MRSCP was founded when a group of citizens 
from Madison, Wisconsin area working together 

with citizens from the city of Rafah, Palestine     
decided to forge lasting people-to-people relation-
ships between their two communities in order to 

build understanding and foster friendships that will 
have lasting positive effects on each city. 

 

Some of the ongoing activities are:  delegations to 
and from Rafah, humanitarian projects educational 
public events, sales of Rafah women’s embroidery, 

including booths at yearly international and Fair 
Trade Holiday Festivals, as well as the Palestinian 

olive oil sales. 

 

You can learn more at www.MadisonRafah.org. 

BIBLE STUDIES FOR 2009-2010 

Hannah and Joy Circles: 

 Will use the Bible study from Lutheran 
Woman Today.  This year’s study is “To God’s   
Beloved:  Paul’s Letter to the Romans.”  This epis-
tle is one of the foundations of Christian theology.  
Martin Luther called it the most important piece in 
the New Testament — he even said it would be 
worth memorizing!  The author is the Rev. Dr. 
Sarah Henrich, professor of New Testament at  
Luther Seminary, St. Paul, MN. 

 

Evening Circle: 

 Will be reading and studying The Faith Club 
by Ranya Idliby, Suzanne Oliver, and Priscilla  
Warner.  Each circle member should purchase a 
copy of the book. 
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October 4:  
Genesis 2:18–24 
Psalm 8 
     You crown us with glory and honor. (Ps. 8:5) 
Hebrews 1:1–4; 2:5–12 
Mark 10:2–16 
 
October 11:  
Amos 5:6–7, 10–15 
Psalm 90:12–17 
     So teach us to number our days that we may   
 apply our hearts to wisdom. (Ps. 90:12) 
Hebrews 4:12–16 
Mark 10:17–31 
 
October 18:  
Isaiah 53:4–12 
Psalm 91:9–16 
     You have made the LORD your refuge, and 
 the Most High your habitation. (Ps. 91:9) 
Hebrews 5:1–10 
Mark 10:35–45  
 
October 25:  
Jeremiah 31:31–34 
Psalm 46 
     The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob 
 is our stronghold. (Ps. 46:7) 
Romans 3:19–28 
John 8:31–36 

Women who received Lifetime Achievement Awards: 
on September 20, 2009: 

                                                                                                             
Marjorie Aeschlimann 

Donna Dauck 
Donna Dybdahl 
Janet Everson 
Doris Hayes 
Joan Hoesly 

Virginia Johnson 
Marlene Ludolph 

Elmira Maik 
Esther Nelson 

Marguerite Parrell 
Beverly Schultz 
Donna Schultz 
Marie Severson 

Ethel Skalet 
Virginia Urness 

Beverly Westphal 
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  Pennies                 
          for                   

        Poverty 

  

     Please keep bringing in 
your pennies!  They will be 
donated later. 
                                                                
 If your birthday is in 
September, why not put in a 
penny for each year, or get 
rid of that “pesky” change in 
your pocket!  

�������)��0((1��

                                                     
Thanks to everyone who has 

been bringing in box tops 
for education, milk-caps and 

Campbell’s         labels.                                              
( Keep them coming…….it’s 

for the kids! )  

 The aluminum can drive will continue and the proceeds 
  will benefit Habitat for Humanity.  Bring your cans to the 
  trash receptacle at church.  A Habitat is being con-  
  structed in Mazomanie this summer.            
 Dan the can man will be anxious to recycle the cans.   

 Please remember to pop off the tabs for The Ronald                     
McDonald House.  Each tab equals a penny donation!  They are so happy 
to get them.  Our last bag was over 5000! 
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SERVICE PROJECT BY EMRY BRISKY 

P.R.I.S.M. participant at Lutherdale Bible Camp. 

Scripture reading:  Luke 15 

“The Parable of the Lost Sheep” 

                                                                                                              
Goal: 

The Food Pantry — to feed people’s hunger and nourish their faith. 

                                                                         
Collection for “Shepherd’s Pie Kits” 

A recipe, coloring page and a copy of the parable will accompany each 
bagged kit. 

                                                                                                             
Items Needed from Congregation: 

CREAM style CORN and Box in INSTANT POTATOES (13-14 oz.) 

                                                                            
Please look for the shepherd’s staff in The Mission Bazaar to place                      

your donations, 
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Please remember to pop off the tabs for The Ronald                     
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L.W.R.  HEALTH KITS 

Include the following items in each Health Kit: 

· One hand towel, dark color recommended 

· One washcloth, dark color recommended 

· One bath-size bar (4-5 oz.) soap, any brand, in 
its original wrapping 

· One adult-size toothbrush in its original packag-
ing 

· One sturdy comb, remove packaging 

· One metal nail file or nail clippers with file at-
tached, remove packaging (do not substitute 
cardboard emery boards for the file) 

· Six Band-Aids (or similar brand), preferably 1/2” 
to 3/4”; secure together with a rubber band. 

· NO TOOTHPASTE!! 

 

People who must flee their homes quickly often do 
not have time to pack essential items.  Health kits 
can help refugees maintain personal hygiene while 
living in exile.  Items may also contribute to a new 

start for those who can return home. 
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Please look for the shepherd’s staff in The Mission Bazaar to place                      

����	����
�
�������������������������



8����'(�������������������������������������������� ����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������?��!�������� ����� �

Men’s Events 
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3���4��3�)��/��5�3� CONFIRMATION/YOUTH INFORMATION 

Acolyte schedule for October , 2009:  
Oct.      4  -  Collin Kennedy 
Oct.    11  -  Quinn Lynch 
Oct.    18  -  Kent Norslien 
Oct.    25  -  Cole Rickey 

Mens Breakfast 
On Wed., October 7, 7:30 a.m. 
there will be a Men’s Breakfast at 
NHLC,  Mazomanie, Wisconsin.                               

                                                                                                    
All men are invited and encouraged            

to attend! 

 

Men and Youth Brat Fries 
Sat., Oct. 10, 9:00 a.m. at The Shoe Box 

Sat., Oct. 24, 9:00 a.m. at The Shoe Box 
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 Sunday School students are learning the parable of The 
Good Samaritan.  For the older kids this topic is being tied into 
the book/movie Pay It Forward.  This is the story of a boy who 
is given a class assignment to do something that will change 
the world.  The boy decides that he will help 3 people.  Rather 
than paying him in any way, those 3 people are required to 
each help 3 others, paying       forward rather than paying 
back.  The idea catches on and the world is changed.  A key 
concept from the book is that helping someone you like and 
want to help is easy.  Helping someone when you don’t want to 
can be difficult.  This is similar to Jesus using the parable of the 
Good Samaritan in response to the question ‘Who is my 
neighbor?”.  The Samaritan was an enemy of the man he 
helped, yet this is what we are asked to do. 

 
 In Art, students are working on projects using WWJD 
(what would Jesus do?).  Again, reinforcing the teachings from 
the story the Good Samaritan and applying it to our daily lives.  
In the kitchen     students are making pizza - each pizza re-
flects the amount of meat/food different countries have.  
Teaching the students how blessed we are and how we need 
to be helping those who are not as fortunate.   

 
 Sunday School students will be singing in the worship 
service on  October 11.   The 3rd grade students will be gifted 
a Bible also this day. 

 
 NO SUNDAY SCHOOL October 18th due to the Lutefisk 
Dinner. 

 
 October 25th we will be starting a new session studying 
the Christmas Story and Lutheran Christmas Traditions. 

 
�

#
�������������	��0�
	�������2 �

0�
	����.�$�����B����C�D���������
�

0�
	�������$����!�����C�"�������9���

�

0�
	�����@�E����)0�#F)9!6�#"�00B�E�B�
������9�

���

0�
	����-��$���>�����B�
���

What do you see? 
 

GODISNOWHERE 
 

Did you read it as                                    
“God is nowhere”?                                        

Or are you an optimist who read it 
as  “God is now here”? 
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GET INVOLOVED IN PREPARATIONS!! 

 Preparations have begun, in earnest, for our annual 
Lutefisk Dinner on October 17th.  A multitude of volunteers 
make our dinner a success.  We encourage you to get    
involved in one, or more, of the activities leading up to and 
including the dinner.  Talk to one of the contact  people and 
let them know you'll like to help! 

· Lefse making:   Under the guidance of Ginny Johnson, 
Janet Castle, and Donna Dybdahl, the lefse group has 
met five times, with last lefse making session on      
Sunday Sept. 27th and Monday, Sept. 28th.  

· Meatballs will be made Saturday, October 10th,           
8 a.m., under the direction of Peter and Kris Antonie           
(767-2641).  We need help to form, bake, cool, and bag 
the meatballs.  Everyone is invited to help!  Please 
bring your 9x13 baking pans.  We get to sample the 
meatballs with a wonderful lunch.  Bring a dish to pass. 

· Thursday, Oct. 15:  the men will be setting up the    
coffee tent.  Thursday evening they will prepare the fish 
at Dave and Joan Haugen’s (767-3313).  Also, on 
Thursday, the church will be cleaned in preparation of 
the Friday set up. 

· Rommegrot will be made Friday, Oct. 16 under the  
direction of Jim and Marlene Ludolph (767-2272) and 
Janet Castle (833-7019).  Also, we will fix relishes ,  
organize  food stations, organize  kitchen, etc.  Both 
Thursday and Friday we will have a potluck so bring a 
dish to pass.   

                                                                                                                   
We need plenty of help to get ready for the next day,       

and would love to see new faces.  Please come              
and join us if you can. 

                                                      

 We depend on the money made from the dinner to 
support our mission budget and for our operating budget.  If 
no one has called you to work at the dinner on Saturday, 
October 17, and you are available, please call Patty 
Herrling at (798-2268). 

 

 The letter requesting food and 
money donations for the October 17th  
Lutefisk Dinner will be mailed by the first of 
October.  If you do not receive a letter in the 
mail, please call Virginia Urness at        
767-3493  before October 10.   

 Also if you are unable to provide the  
donation requested please let her know so 
that other arrangements can be made.  
Every donation is important; we do not ask 
for more than we need.   

 We hope that every member will 
want to join in this fine traditional fund raiser 
and great fellowship!  Volunteer to help if 
you have not already been asked to do a 
particular job.  Committee members are 
found in this newsletter.  (see article to the 
left). 

 Thank you! 

LUTEFISK DINNER DONORS ALERT! 

Did you read it as                                    
“God is nowhere”?                                        
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Vermont Lutheran Church 
9886 Vermont Church Road 
Black Earth, WI       53515 
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