Adult Bible Study this fall:

Our adult Bible study this fall will
focus on how Lutherans interpret the Bible.
The study will be based upon a DVD series
led by Lutheran scholar Dr. Mark Allen Pow-
ell. Dr. Powell spoke to some of us who at-
tended the Book of Faith Initiative seminar
held by the synod, in July.

His approach is dynamic and thoughtful and
he will offer interpretations for multiple de-
nominations of the Christian faith. The dates
and times of these studies is to be deter-
mined by mid-September.
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The Vermont Messenger

m NEW MEMBER SUNDAY!
AN
‘?:

We will be receiving new members on
» Sunday, September 27th. Currently,

oﬁlrcz(\)lgi we have a group of 20-25 interested in
Members/ JOINING our ministry here at Vermont.
Please let Pastor Chad know of
persons whom you know that may be inter-
ested in Vermont Church and would desire to
join. And, come on September 27th to greet

our new members!!

[ Please note -- to keep our commu-
% nications clear and our ministries at Vermont

running smoothly, please let Linda at the
church office know about the ministry or other activ-
ity your group is holding so that it can be placed on
our church activities calendar. This will help in
avoiding overlapping scheduling for the same room
or space at the church. Thank you.

Thanks for your help!
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Outdoor facility meeting Info
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of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.

“God’s Work. Our Hands”




Church Activities
Memorial Service
8/21/09 Stanley I. Halverson (N.M.)

ermont utheran  hurch

9886 Vermont Church Road
Black Earth, WI 53515
Telephone (608) 767-3312

Office Hours at the Church:
T,W, Th—9:00am—2:00 pm
E-mail address: Vermont Church@tds.net
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Website: vermontlutheran.org

Pastor Rev. Chad L. Christensen

767-3312 (office) 437-7245 (home)
email: chchriste@yahoo.com

Secretary Linda Watkins 795-4714

Organist Marguerite Parrell 767-2427 SEE OUR WEB PAGE
Choir Director ~ Marguerite Parrell 767-2427 T
Custodian Joyce Parrell 767-3982 www.vermontlutheran.org

(see colored copy of Messenger on our webpage )

Your Church Officers

President Peter Antonie 767-2641
Vice President  Klover Schafer 795-4365
Secretary Bonnie Dauck 798-4161
Treasurer Patty Herrling 798-2268 SEPT
Council Members Jon Urness 767-2471 EMB
Gary Olsen 767-3988 ER
Scott Berger 795-4547
Jill Stone-Brisky 643-8780
Bill Kennedy 795-2921
Who to Contact
Worship & Music Marguerite Parrell 767-2427 September 2 Thpr Brandt .
Missions Klover Schafer 795-4365 4 Brian Aeschlimann
Evangelism Bonnie Dauck 798-4161 Michael aeschlimann
Stewardship Jill Stone-Brisky 643-8780 6 Bill Hanson
Endowment Karsten Haugen 767-5586 Sharon Lee
Youth Joan Hauagen 767-3313 Craig Mickelson
8 Jill Dybdahl
Building & Grounds Committee 10 Julie Schultz
Jim Ludolph 767-2272 11 Dale Tollefson
Michael Dauck 798-4161 13 Peter Antonie
Greg Herrling 798-2268 16 Sawyer Kennedy
Joel Schultz
Women’s Group & Activities 19 Susan Meigs
Co-presidents  Kris Antonie 767-2641 20 Patty Herrling
Donna Dybdahl 767-3674 21 Eric Haugen
Secretary Mary Johns 795-4414 22 Karlee Adler
Treasurer Shirley Brandt 767-3030 Christopher Russell
Kimberly Ann Russell
Activities 23 A.J. Donaldson
Library Connie Goderstad 767-3477 Marlen Sale
Joan Skalet 767-2289 24 Cal Tollefson
Sunday School Joanie Haugen 767-3327 Amy (Olson) Zins
Confirmation Pastor Chad 767-3312 26 Karen Duhr
Service Volunteers Shirley Brandt 767-3030 29 Joanne Skalet
Newsletter Linda Watkins 795-4714 30 Karen Tollefson
Kitchen Virginia Urness 767-3493
Janet Everson 588-3820
(Cell)206-1805
Cemetery Dave Haugen 767-3313
Jon Urness 767-2471 |




IT'S LUTEFISK TIME!

One of the givens at Vermont Church
——— | is the activity that begins in the fall preparing

for the Lutefisk Dinner on the third Saturday
of October — this year October 17.

At the end of August and through September
begins the lefse preparation under the guidance of Virginia
Johnson and Janet Castle (August 23rd, August 30th,
Sept. 13th, Sept. 20th, and Sept. 27th.) On the following
Mondays, Donna Dybdahl follows with her crew to roll,
bake and package the lefse. If you would like to come and
help with either part of this preparation, please contact
Virginia, Janet or Donna.

In the October newsletter, a schedule of the
October duties will be listed with times and dates to
prepare the church and food for the dinner. Please say
yes when one of our committee chairs contacts you to
help with this annual event. All of our members (and even
those who aren't) are encouraged to find a task they would
like to help with.

The choices are endless! Do you want to help in
the kitchen? How about being a waitress (or waiter)?
Serving the food in the kitchen? Cooking some of the
food? Helping with the clean-up crew?

If you have not helped before, please contact Patty
Herrling (798-2268) or Linda Watkins (767-3312-work; or
795-4714-home, and we will find the perfect spot for you!
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Choir practice will begin again on

Thursday, September 17, 7:00 p.m. at
church.

If you are not already a member, please
consider joining the choir, praising God
in song.
Everyone is welcome. If you have any
guestions, please contact Tee Parrell at
767-2427.

2009 Treasurer’s Summary—Budget vs. Actual
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From Pastor Chad’'s Desk . . .

Our Church is Doing God’'s Work

This month, the mark of our church life togethe  r that we are explor-
ing is “generosity” or giving. The seven mark s of church life and
discipleship are:

Prayer, Worship, Study, Inviting, Giving , Serving, and Encouraging.

In thinking about the church’s ministry of giving, | read a recent article
about giving to the larger church, in the August 2009 Lutheran magazine

(p- 53). What follows is the article by Rev. Paul Meier, pastor of
St. Matthew by the Lake Lutheran Church, in Benton, Kentucky. As part of Vermont's Stewardship commit-
tee’s Year Round Stewardship project, the committee will be presenting in various ways this fall information
on ministries at the local, synod and national levels that our Lutheran church gives to. The committee’s
presentations will take place monthly, after worship, as well as via the Mission Bazaar displays in the entry
way of the church. Please listen and look for these presentations! And please keep the Stewardship
committee’s ministry in your prayers as we learn about new and interesting projects, programs and ministries
within our wider church. Paul Meier’s article:

“To educate myself about the mission emphasis of the ELCA churchwide organization,
| looked at the 2009 proposed budget online at www.elca.org . | was astounded. And so
proud. Of the $1.9 billion given for benevolence in ELCA congregations, 93 percent goes to
local mission and ministry in congregations. Of the remaining 7 percent, half is shared with
synods and half with churchwide. Less than 0.36 percent is budgeted for anything connected
with social statements. | saw that in a time of economic downturn, our church’s support for
world hunger is increasing.

Of the $18,000 my congregation sent to the Indiana-Kentucky Synod for benevolence
in 2008, we know it sent $9,000 to the churchwide organization. Of that amount $8,960 sup-
ported missionaries, new congregations, seminaries, campus ministries, social ministry or-
ganizations, etc. Less than $40 of our $9,000 helped with the development of social state-
ments (and no dollars for the sexuality study, which was funded by previous years’ surpluses).

| was ignorant about another point. Of the Churchwide Assembly voting members, 61
percent are laypeople. The ELCA isn’'t a group of leaders who issue edicts for the common
folks to follow. Committed people from our pews cast the majority of votes in helping make
decisions, guided by the Spirit and their consciences.

I'm proud of our church body for its commitment to Christ's work in mission. I'll be
encouraging greater commitment to benevolence.”

Peace and blessings to you as we change seasons,

A big “Thank You” Synod Lay School Informational Meeting!

To all who participated in leading and as- Did you know our South-Central Synod of Wisconsin has a
sisting with worship this past summer, both Lay School? A 2-year set of classes are held in the synod
on Sundays and on Wednesday evenings. A for our church’s laity, taught by area pastors and seminary
special thanks to Tee Parrell, Ingerid Kvam, professors. Taking classes can deepen one’s faith and

Emry Brisky, and Peter Antonie for their service within the congregation. An orientation/info meeting
musical leading!! We also had several very about synod lay school will be held Sat., Oct. 3, from 8:30

__fine presentations given on various am—noon at St. James Lutheran Church, Verona.
ministries, God's word was heard, wonder- All are welcome to attend, if interested, see Pastor Chad.
ful music sung, and the outdoors enjoyed!




Service Volunteers for September, 2009
Team Leader: Linda Watkins (Telephone 795-4714)

Assist Minister

Reader

Acolytes

Communion

Hospitality

September 6 September 13

Don Parrell Peter Antonie
Don Parrell Julie Endres
Nathan Haugen Joe Herrling
Mary Johns None

(at altar in cups w/bread)
Karen Tollefson Julie Endres

Mary Johns Beverly Schultz

We will be using the regular method (in cups w/brea
We thank you for volunteering your service to Verm

September 20
Virginia Urness
Don Schultz
Curtis Johnson

Don Schultz
(at altar in cups w/bread)

September 27
Dan Brisky
Klover Schafer
Galen Kennedy

None

(coffee hour for WELCA  Anne Donaldson

Lifetime Recognition

Fellowship hour will be held following worship.

d — at the altar).
ont Lutheran Church!

Shelby McKenzie
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October 2009 Service Team
Leaders: Tom and Linda Watkins

Earl and Shirley Brandt
Dan and Jill-Stone Brisky
Janet Castle

Steve and Jane Field

Bill and Jane Hanson
Mark and Kathy Haukoos
Pam Johnson

Jamie and Melissa Hanson
Dave and Joan Haugen
Karsten and Kim Haugen
Jerry and Joyce Howery
Al and Ginny Johnson
Ervin and Sharon Lee
Harald Norslien

Dave and Carol Parrell
Tom and Linda Watkins
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Service Team Information

There are five service teams—with rotating
leaders. Leaders will be notified prior to the month
they are to organize the team and the list of team
members is published in The Messenger.

When your team leader calls you to set up
the schedule they will assume that you will be
responsible for the time and duty assigned. If you
are unable to serve during the month that your
service team is assigned it is advisable that you call
the team leader as soon as possible so that alterna-
tive arrangements can be made.

After the assignments have been made for
the month you will receive, in the mail, a description
of the assignments and directions to follow for your
responsibility. These are easy to follow instructions.
If you have any questions concerning your duties you
should call your team leader.

We so appreciate your willingness to see that
our church services run smoothly and without inter-
ruption. Thank you!




We're ordering T-shirts & Polos!

We're in the process of ordering
T-shirts and Polo shirts for a more
unified look when we’re working in the
community, like at the food pantry or in the parade.

Look for the order sheet in the entryway.
Deadline for ordering is September 20, 2009 .

CIRCLE MEETINGS

)| Joy Circle
~&/ Wed., Sept. 2, 10:30 a.m. Location to

be announced.

Hannah Circle
Tue., Sept. 8, 9:30 a.m. at Shirley Brandt'’s.
(note change of regular day)

Evening Circle
Tue., Sept. 8, 7:00 p.m.
at Tee Parrell's. Kris Antonie serving.

Altar Duty for September, 2009
Marlene Ludolph and Mary Johns

Women of ELCA Fall Gathering
East/West Lake Conference

BIBLE STUDIES FOR 2009-2010

Hannah and Joy Circles:

Will use the Bible study from Lutheran
Woman Today. This year's study is “To God'’s
Beloved: Paul's Letter to the Romans.” This epis-
tle is one of the foundations of Christian theology.
Martin Luther called it the most important piece in
the New Testament — he even said it would be
worth memorizing! The author is the Rev. Dr.
Sarah Henrich, professor of New Testament at
Luther Seminary, St. Paul, MN.

Evening Circle:

Will be reading and studying The Faith Club
by Ranya Idliby, Suzanne Oliver, and Priscilla
Warner. Each circle member should purchase a
copy of the book.

Saturday, September 19, 2009

at Lakeview Lutheran Church
4001 Mandrake Road, Madison

8:30-9:00 am—Coffee & Registration
9:00-12:00—Meeting & Program

Followed by a salad luncheon.

Each carload of ladies is requested to bring a
salad to serve 10.
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Women of ELCA Meetings

Officer's Meeting on Tuesday, Sept. 22
at 10:00 a.m.

The Quarterly Meeting will be held on Wednes-
day September 30, 2009, 1:30 p.m. We will be
discussing officer elections for 2010 and
updates on new and old business. Joy Circle
will be serving. Please call Kris Antonie,
767-2641, is you need a ride.
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(An informational meeting for Conference leaders,t 0 also
include interested unit leaders, especially in Conferences
which hold no conference Update.)

Saturday, September 12, at East Koshkonong,
Cambridge, 8 AM to Noon, or

Tuesday, September 22, at Barneveld Lutheran,
6 to 9 PM
This update meeting will include an introduction of

The year’s Bible Study of Romans, a look at Women of the
ELCA ministries, and an opportunity to learn and share with
others holding similar leadership positions.

Each meeting will begin with coffee and registration, and the
Saturday meeting will conclude with lunch. There is no cost to
attend, but pre-registration is requested. To attend Saturday,
Sept. 12, call Carolyn Lien at 608-423-4048 or e-mail
lienfarm@smallbytes.net. To attend the evening meeting on
September 22, call Doris Kienitz at 608-532-6313, or email
keeno001@centurytel.net

East Koshkonong is located at 454 E. Church Road, south of
Cambridge, and Barneveld Lutheran is 505 Swiss Ln., Barne-
veld, WI. For directions, mapquest, GPS, read your map, or
call for directions.

This invitation is being sent to conference leaders, and you
are being asked to make copies and send the invitation to unit
leaders in your conference. Please, if your conference is not
meeting this fall, make a real effort to invite the unit leaders in
your conference. It is their chance to learn what is going on
with the Women of the ELCA, and to network with other
women in leadership positions.

Remember, you are always invited to contact Synodical Board
members and officers with questions and comments about the
activities of the Synodical Women'’s Organization. We are your
representatives, and we always appreciate hearing from you.
Our names and addresses are included in each issue of the
Trumpeter, our Synodical newsletter, which your church office
receives, and you should too!! Subscriptions are available for
$7 per year, or free via e-mail.

These meetings will be almost the same, so please urge your
women to attend the one which is most convenient in time and
place. We hope to see you there.

God Bless You. Carolyn Lien
Synodical Women’s Organization President
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September 6, 2009:

Isaiah 35:4-7a
Psalm 146
| will praise the LORD as long as | live.
(Ps. 146:2)
James 2:1-10 [11-13] 14-17
Mark 7:24-37

September 13, 2009:
Isaiah 50:4-9a
Psalm 116:1-9

I will walk in the presence of the LORD.

(Ps. 116:9)
James 3:1-12
Mark 8:27-38

September 20, 2009:
Jeremiah 11:18-20
Psalm 54
God is my helper; it is the LORD who
sustains my life. (Ps. 54:4)
James 3:13—4:3, 7-8a
Mark 9:30-37

September 27, 2009:
Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29
Psalm 19:7-14

The commandment of the LORD gives

light to the eyes. (Ps. 19:8)
James 5:13-20
Mark 9:38-50

D
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Thanks to everyone who has
been bringing in box tops
for education, milk-caps and
Campbell's labels.

( Keep them coming....... it's
for the kids!)

The aluminum can drive will continue and the proceeds
will benefit Habitat for Humanity. Bring your cans to the
trash receptacle at church. A Habitat is being con-
structed in Mazomanie this summer.

Dan the can man will be anxious to recycle the cans.

Please remember to pop off the tabs for The Ronald
McDonald House. Each tab equals a penny donation! They are so happy
to get them. Our last bag was over 5000!

4

SERVICE PROJECT BY EMRY BRISKY
P.R.I.S.M. participant at Lutherdale Bible Camp.
Scripture reading: Luke 15
“The Parable of the Lost Sheep

Goal:
The Food Pantry — to feed people’s hunger and nourish their faith.

Collection for “Shepherd’s Pie Kits”

A recipe, coloring page and a copy of the parable will accompany each
bagged kit.

Iltems Needed from Congregation:
CREAM style CORN and Box in INSTANT POTATOES (13-14 o0z.)

Please look for the shepherd’s staff in The Mission Bazaar to place
your donations,

Pennies for Poverty

What happens to those Pennies for Poverty that
are collected throughout the year?

Pennies for Poverty were taken to the Women of ELCA Biennial
Convention in June of this year. (Over $4000 was collected synod-wide).
The speaker at one of the seminars, a woman from “UPAVIM®, a co-op
dedicated to improving the lives of impoverished women, their families and
their community in Guatemala, had received a call from the office in Guata-
mala. She was not going to be able to meet the salary for the workers that
week. The convention had decided to give the “Pennies for Poverty” to
“UPIVIM”. She was so pleased that she could pay her staff. Just pennies
did that!!

If your birthday is in September, why not put in a penny for each
year, or get rid of that “pesky” change in your pocket!
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School Kits and Health Kits
will be sent in October.

& I

School Kit : Include the following items each Kit:

Padded or spiral notebooks of ruled paper, ap-

proximately 8x10-1/2" totaling 150-200 sheets.

(If using 70-sheet, please include 3); do not in-
' clude loose-leaf paper.

Y- - One 30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler with centime-
EN ters on one side and inches on the other.

One blunt scissors (safety scissors with embed-

ded steel blades work well)
One pencil sharpener

Six new, unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers;
secure together with rubber band

/ - One eraser approximately 2-1/2” long

12 sheets of construction paper in assorted col-
$ ors (if necessary, fold in half to fit into the school
/ kit bag)

One box of 16 or 24 crayons
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CONFIRMATION/YOUTH INFORMATION
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Acolyte schedule for September , 2009:

Sept.
Sept.
Sept.
Sept.

6 - Nathan Haugen
13 - Joe Herrling
20 - Curtis Johnson
27 - Galen Kennedy
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All men are invited and encouraged
to attend!

Ontario Mission Trip

The mission trip that Kim
Jaworski and Pastor Chad took
to Ontario August 7-16th was
successful. Through the LAMP
organization, the mission team
of seven leaders provided VBS
to 80 children in two churches
in Sandy Lake, located seven
hours north of International
Falls, MN. Ask Kim and Pastor
Chad how the trip went when you
get a chance. And thank you
for the prayerful support given
us for this trip!!

at
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Andriy Nazarenko is the founder and execu-
tive director of Orpahns' Future, a non-profit charita-
ble foundation he organized to assist orphans from
the Ternopil region of Ukraine. Andriy is one of the
orphans that Pastor John Shep brought to America
in 1992, to provide them with a safe haven at the fall
of the Soviet Union. Some of those orphans stayed
here and were adopted. Others, like Andriy, re-
turned to Ukraine. But, he has stayed in contact
with his foster parents in Burlington, and has visited
several times since then.

Andriy started Orphans' Future in 2005 with
the intent that the foundation would: improve or-
phans lives through providing opportunities to every
individual; prevent problems orphans face after
graduation (such as crime, suicide and prostitution);
help orphans to become responsible, confident,
self-sufficient and active members of their society;
assist orphans to get quality education and an ap-
propriate job relating to their skills; help  orphans
find a place to live and build their lives; and, en-
courage orphans to give back to others in need.

Our church has supported Andriy's Orhpans'
Future with monetary donations from our Endow-
ment Fund. Andriy was here visiting his foster par-
ents and attended our Wednesday evening service
on August 19th, with Pastor Shep and his foster
parents, to provide us with a better understanding of
what Orphans' Future has accomplished and
to personally thank our congregation for our support
of this very important and impressive ministry. At
the end of his presentation, he was presented with
another donation and our well wishes and bless-
ings!




PRESORTED
Vermont Lutheran Church STANDARD
9886 Vermont Church Road PERMIT NO. 5
Black Earth, WI 53515 Black Earth, WI 53515

Change Service Requested
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al for Lutherans, will go to
food pantry, and local chari-

Proceeds, with matching funds from Thrivent Financi

Allied Drive Boys and Girls Dream Bike Shop, local
ties




