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MESSENGER
Vermont Lutheran Church’s Mission Statement:
Christians Actively Reaching Out Experiencing Christ and Spreading His Word

From Pastor Barry’s Desk . .
Greetings sisters and brothers, in the name of Jesus; amen.
We have found ourselves. Once again, in the midst of a society in chaos. Shootings
have been happening at an alarming rate and in places many considered to be safe.
Meanwhile, our Supreme Court has overturned a previous ruling on personal
choice/responsibility that has caused protests to be present in our streets. Opinions
on these matters are strong and come from the core of who we consider ourselves
to be.
I, as a leader in the church, have opinions of my own, yet I do not believe that
sharing these here would be helpful or productive. Yet, I feel compelled to say
something. I do not believe that Jesus would have been silent on these matters, and
I certainly think that the church ought to give some direction to conversations that will arise. So, I
will attempt to speak to these situations as I am able, and I believe that my position requires me to say
something definitive. So here goes…
When we talk about things that are “hot button” topics that are apt to bring a fair amount of emotional
involvement, we need to be careful. Not that we ought to avoid hurting other people’s feelings, nor
that we come off as having THE right answer and thus proving ourselves to be superior, but in
kindness and fairness to all, we ought to be able to discuss things calmly and fairly, spending as much
time in listening to others as we do speaking out our own rationale. That’s something that is often
missing from discussions these days – for a discussion is not a discussion if we have two (or more)
parties speaking at one another. A true discussion only happens if we use the time to hear what the
other person has to say. Otherwise, a discussion is not really a discussion, but is actually a lecture.
In order to discuss these two topics as Christians, we need to begin by thinking about some of these
topics:
1) What do we believe God teaches us about killing other people?
2) What do you believe God teaches us about human rights and human
responsibilities?
3) What do we believe the role of government to be as an extension of
God’s Kingdom?
a) How is killing acceptable in instances of war? When else is
killing another person acceptable?
b) What about participation in wars in other countries when we
are not directly threatened?
4) In what ways do we “kill” each other daily in terms of
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Pastor’s Message

(continued)

a) Lack of housing, food, medical care, and equal opportunities in the workplace?
b) Support the use of war and military use?
c) Asking if it responsible to have sexual relations while ignoring the possible consequences of
those relations?
d) Lack of support for unwanted children, especially for those who are in great need? How can we
care for children who are not welcome in families?
e) Not supporting those who feel threatened because they live in poorer areas or threatening
relationships?
f) Judging who is “worthy” of our aid and who isn’t?
5) What does it mean when we talk about gun ownership being considered a “right”? Who
determines what “rights” are? Are “rights” God given? Where do “rights” come from?
6) What are some reasons abortions might be acceptable? How do these differ from other instances?
These are tough questions, in my opinion, and have no clear-cut, one-size-fits-all answers. I do not
ask any of these to condemn anyone, but only as an examination of what we use to guide our thoughts
and reasons for making potential life-changing reasoning.
I write these words not to provoke anyone, but to help formulate a personal Christian response to
some very difficult questions.
In love, PB

NEWS
Legacy Property Update
more info. coming in the
July issue of The Cemetery V iew

June 29th, the initial grading and fill for the patio were
completed and it's ready for concrete work. The
concrete work will be in mid July.
June 28th, they will began filling this space
with gravel that acts as a base for the concrete
patio. We are taking advantage of an
opening in Dana Bower's schedule to do this
prep work. It may be a while before we can
actually pour the concrete slab!!

The slope on the edge of the fill on the North side is
currently very steep because the prepared area has a
lot of space outside the area of the concrete
slab. After the slab is poured, material will
be moved out and that slope will be flattened to make
it mowable.
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(continued)

We e

The planned outline of the patio is marked in blue on
the newly filled area East of the Gathering Place. In
addition, there are several steel rods driven into the
ground with their tops matching the planned elevation of the patio. The fill on the North side will be
sloped from the edge of the patio to the original ground level after the patio is poured. On the East
side, additional fill will extend about 20 feet beyond the edge of the patio's slab before the start of the
slope to the original ground level.

They began drilling the new well. The "tailings" are a very foamy mix of water, soap, and rock grit.
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NEWS (continued)

Vermont
Lutheran
Church’s

The Vermont Lutheran Church’s woods is
here and the prairie is on its way.
This summer’s book club read is My Healthy
Woods. It is a wonderful book on advancing,
understanding, stewardship and restoration of
woodland health.
You may order a free copy of My Healthy
Woods by calling the Aldo Leopold
Foundation at
(608) 355-0279.

UPCOMING EVENTS

June 29th - August 31
Wednesday Nights at 7pm
No Services
July 13th and July 27th
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Getting to Know Our Mission

History
Lutherans at UW-Madison Pioneered Campus Ministry

The Lutheran Church’s earliest work with state university students took place at UWMadison, and procedures begun here became patterns for other campus ministries and Lutheran student organizations around the country. A group of seven students began meeting
in a home on State Street in 1905. They discussed the need for an English-language church
in Madison. This church became Luther Memorial.
In addition to the congregation, a Lutheran Student Association was formed by students who
were active on campus but wished to retain their home church affiliation. The robust student
group in Madison sent a representative to the first regional conference the next year.
The second national convention of the Lutheran Student Association of America was held at
Luther Memorial Church in 1926, with excellent local student leadership. Ministry among
students at UW-Madison continued to flourish in the following decades.
In 1942, the first building was obtained for the purpose of student ministry. The Allen House,
located at 228 Langdon Street, became a gathering place near campus. Larger student
events continued to take place at Bethel and Luther Memorial church. In 1948, because of
the growing ministry, a larger facility was needed. A new house was constructed at 228
Langdon, which came to be known as the Lutheran Student House.
In the 1960’s, Lutheran Campus Ministry began using two houses located at 1025 and 1039
University Avenue to be more centrally located to the expanding campus. In 1966, the Langdon center was sold and the Lutheran Campus Ministry was housed on University. In the
late 1970’s, the current facility at 325 N. Mills was constructed on the site of the two former
University Avenue campus.
Throughout the
decades, campus ministry in all
its locales as
touched many
hearts and
shaped many
lives.

5

Getting to Know Our Mission (continued)
About Us

Responding to God’s call, Lutheran Campus Ministry
creates an affirming community that provides students
with opportunities to deepen faith, engage minds, and
serve neighbors.
Lutheran Campus Ministry is centered in Jesus Christ’s
embodiment of the love and grace of God. In that spirit,
we welcome all UW-Madison, Madison College, and
Edgewood students, faculty, and staff to be a part of
this community of faith, worship, service, and fellowship.

Did you know that in Fall 2021 almost 10,000 students
will begin college for the first time in Madison and
nearly 4 million students will start university across the
nation?
All of these students will be experiencing a major life
transition as they live apart from their families, seek out
a future career, and grow into adulthood.
What if each of these students could find a community
of faith that would affirm and care for them, walk
alongside them during their college years, and help them to grow close to God as they
discern their future?
Here at Lutheran Campus Ministry in Madison, it is our privilege to minister to students
through worship, faith formation, and pastoral care.
Each year, about a quarter of our community changes, but in the short four years that we
journey with students, they make so many important decisions that impact their futures
profoundly.
All across our country, students are cared for by ELCA Campus Ministry sites at over 140
colleges and universities. What if the students who are graduating from your congregation’s
youth ministry this spring could become a part of one of those ministries, dedicated to a
fourfold mission that is lived out in each of our sites?
Building Community + Deepening Faith + Expanding Minds + Inspiring Service
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JULY BIRTHDAYS

July 3
Isaiah 66:10-14
Luke 10:1-11, 16-20
July 10
Deuteronomy 30:9-14
Luke 10:25-37
July 17
Genesis 18:1-10a
Luke 10:38-42

July 24
Genesis 18:20-32
Luke 11:1-13
July 31
Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23
Luke 12:13-21
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Haylee

Adler

July 02

Marcia

Morley

July 02

Kaitlyn

Severson

July 02

Dale

Paddock

July 09

Riley

Lynch

July 10

Robert

Clason

July 11

Hillary

Olsen

July 11

Leonard Schaub

July 13

Carol

Parrell

July 14

Samuel

King

July 15

David

Haugen

July 16

Collin

Kennedy

July 19

Galen

Kennedy

July 19

Bonnie

Dauck

July 21

Carol

Johnson

July 22

Hailey

Amble

July 24

Jill

Lynch

July 25

Shawn

Page

July 25

Beverly

Schultz

July 26

Donna

Dybdahl

July 28

Carter

Childs

July 29

Randy

Page

July 31

Draft

VERMONT LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
June 16, 2022
Present: Steve H, Jamie H, Deb K, Wade W, Carol J, Ellie B, Melissa H, Aaron T
Absent: PB, Joel F
Called to order 6:00 pm
Devotions: None
Pastor’s Report: None submitted
Secretary’s Report: Carol/Jamie, Approved
Treasurer’s Report: Steve: As of 5/31, $1000 ahead of 2021 in contributions, expenses are a
little elevated due to increased hours/salary for secretary however repairs were down. Legacy
funds transferred out of checking. In summary, VLC is in a strong financial position given current
economic times. Carol J/Melissa H, Approved.
Legacy Update: Wade/Aaron: Paul Dybdahl is working on a third draft of plans showing
some of the changes listed below
Utilize a portion of the storage room to add a bathroom in the Gathering Place. This will be
accessible from the deck outside.
Install a second well and holding tank to serve the new restroom facilities. These options
were chosen as they offered the most flexibility in terms of site placement and reduced
the potential for unforeseen costs associated with tying in to current well and septic
systems. Construction costs are estimated around $40,000 and covered by Legacy
funds.
Add a ramp next to the deck to allow handicap access to the bathroom from outside the
Gathering Place.
Remove low wall to accommodate more seating
Move the grilling area to the deck space
Seal existing road and extend the cemetery road
Install pond to provide fill for erosion repair project.
Possible future purchase of a golf cart for transporting those with mobility concerns
Reviewed ongoing costs to maintain property including trail mowing, spot herbicide application and
prairie burns every 3-4 years. Most of these could be accomplished with volunteers.

Given the number of projects on the horizon, suggested a focused July council meeting with
updates from both Legacy and Building and Grounds committees.
The opening of Legacy Prairie is rescheduled to 10/15 to accommodate the completion of projects.
Future Event Planning
Trivia Night: Aaron T and PB will host another fun-filled trivia night in August. More details to
come.
Rally Day: We will once again have a polka service followed by a potluck. The church will
provide sandwich fixings and ask that members bring a dish to pass. Stay tuned for more
8

details.

Legacy Prairie Opening Ceremony: Moved to 10/15
Misc.
Capital Expenditure Needs: Steve will work with the Building and Grounds Committee to
schedule and budget for future maintenance projects. (Painting, pew repair, carpeting,
etc.)
Mid-year personnel reviews: Discussed whether midyear reviews are needed.
Church Service Attendance: In the last few years 27 members have passed away and 57 are
no longer attending regularly. We struggle with a small youth base. Future discussion on
ways to increase regular attendance.
Next meeting 7/13 5:30-council and Legacy/Building and Grounds at 6:30.
Adjourned 7:56
Closed with the Lord’s Prayer
Respectfully submitted
June Attendance 2022
5th
94
12th
Not Recorded
19th
27
26th
33

Ellie Boebel, Secretary, VLC Council

JULY Altar Duty
Judy Urness &
Shelby McKenzie

Monthly Financial Report
June 2022
Contributions

Operating Expenses

20 22

2021

Change

2022

2021

Change

Monthly

$ 6,847

$ 11,705

($ 4,859)

$ 15,960

$ 19,052

($ 3,092)

YTD

$ 63,851

$ 67,580

($ 3,729)

$ 74,844

$ 72,034

$ 2,809

Operating Cash
Current Month

2022

2021

2020

$ 148,104

$ 111,869

$ 84,982
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SACRED PLACES—Faith and Form
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SACRED PLACES—Faith and Form
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(continued)

SACRED PLACES—Faith and Form
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SACRED PLACES—Faith and Form
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(continued)

LWR News

Yes, you read right. Chocolate is back!
LWR Farmers Market is excited to offer
delicious Latitude Chocolate – on sale
now on our website!
Sourced in Uganda, Latitude produces
“absurdly tasty chocolate” that is
sustainable and traceable and lifts up the
local community by creating local jobs
and improving incomes for cocoa
farmers throughout Uganda.
Keep scrolling to learn more about this
chocolate company, grab a “just in time
for warmer weather” recipe (and, yes, we
can ship you chocolate during the
summer!), and then head on over to our
website to order some for yourself!
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LWR News

(continued)
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Call or email

to
Jan Cowan - 767-4616 - jancowan@tds.net
Kay Rettenmund - 767-2328 - rett@tds.net.

It is our time to build a legacy
Become a member of the Legacy Fund. Members of the Legacy Fund come from all walks of life and are
united by a desire to preserve our beautiful Church, Cemetery and adjoining land. Vermont Lutheran Church
owns and maintains a cemetery, historic church building, Gathering Place and 115 acres of adjacent land
with a hilltop viewscape. Christian stewardship involves the faithful management of all the gifts God has
given us, including accumulated, inherited and appreciated resources. Therefore, we created the Legacy
Fund to encourage, receive and administer these gifts.
Our goal is to generate and maintain a Legacy Fund of $1 Million dollars, or more. Through receipt of
bequests, grants and/or gifts, contributions to the Legacy Fund and investment growth will serve three very
important purposes now and into the future:
1. Expand the cemetery and develop and maintain the adjacent land in a manner that maximizes its natural
beauty and preserves its ecological importance; and,
2. Provide funds to pay property taxes on the portion of the adjacent land subject to taxes; and,
3. Provide funds for future maintenance of the cemetery and building and grounds needs of the Church.
Any legacy member whose contribution totals $1,000 or more will be recognized with a brass plate on a
prominently displayed plaque. Annual meeting reports will include all the names of those individuals who
made a contribution of any amount that year.

August Newsletter
articles are due
July 28th
to Elizabeth Herrling at
vermont_church@tds.net

Visit Vermont’s Website:
www.vermontlutheran.org
Password: God’sWork
Log on to see all Vermont

Vermont Lutheran Church

news and pictures!

9886 Vermont Church Road
Black Earth, WI 53515
Telephone (608) 767-3312
E-mail address: Vermont_Church@tds.net
Website: vermontlutheran.org
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