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HE MESSENGER 

 

Vermont Lutheran Church’s Mission Statement: 

Christians Actively Reaching Out Experiencing Christ and Spreading His Word 

From Pastor Barry’s Desk .  . 

  

 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

 

What the Church Can and Cannot Provide 

1. A church is a place to gather weekly for worship, but it’s up to me whether I will ex-
perience the presence of God. (John 4:24) 
Preferences surrounding music is a frequent source of discontent for unhappy members. Per-
haps one of the biggest misconceptions people have is to mistake music for worship. Music is 
not worship. Organs, pianos, keyboards, drums, choirs, guitars, orchestras, lights, smoke, 
speakers, hymnals, screens, projectors, and sound boards are not instruments of worship. 
They are accessories for music. Worship is not singing. Worship is surrendering. If you attend 

a large group gathering of Christians committed to honoring Jesus and walk away without having wor-
shiped, the fault is yours, not theirs. Don’t blame the music, blame the mirror. 

2. A church is a family I can belong to, but it’s up to me to develop friendships. (Proverbs 18:24) 
There are so many people who join our churches but never invest in relationships. They simply attend ser-
vices. They treat the church like an IN-N-OUT burger joint – get my food and get out quickly. But sooner or 
later life happens, and when their world starts coming apart they have no relational safety net. They suddenly 
expect “the pastor” to “be there for them,” like he’s a spiritual Aladdin. Just rub the lamp and *poof*, there he 
is! But that’s not even the biblical calling of pastors. According to Ephesians 4:12, pastors are called to equip 
the members to be the hands and feet of Jesus. God designed the church to be a community of connected 
Christians, not a collection of customers waiting to be served. We tell our people, “If you join this church, but 
never develop any friendships here, we promise we will let you down.” 

Disconnected people disconnect. 

3. A church is place where gifted teachers will explain the Bible and how I 
can apply it to my life, but it’s up to me to align my life with God’s truth. 
(James 1:22) 
“I’m not being fed.” 

How many times have I heard this phrase brought up by disgruntled church 
members.  Once, when someone told me they were leaving the church because 
they needed deeper Bible teaching, I thought about the last several series I had 
done and so I asked the person, “I just finished up a relationship series. Tell me, 
is your marriage hitting on all six cylinders? On a scale of 1-10, with 10 being 
perfect, how would your spouse rate you? How about your parenting skills? 
Any room for growth there?” 

They didn’t really respond. 
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I continued, “Let me see, the series before that was on Money. Let me ask, are you living on a detailed budget? 
Are you giving 10% of your income back to God? Do you save 10%? Do you have an emergency fund? Do 
you have 3-6 months in savings? Is your retirement on track? Are you debt free?” 

They began to break a sweat. 

I thought about the series before that one. “I taught for 8 weeks on personal evangelism. So just out of curiosi-
ty, how many people have you shared your faith with in the last 3 months? 6 months? year? I realize witness-
ing is tough, which is why we’ve created a church for the unchurched. So, how many unchurched people have 
you invited to church recently? Can you name at least one person, who is far from God, that has come to 
church because of your invitation within the last year?” 

Silence. 

“So let me get this straight. You say you’re not being fed. You need some deeper preaching, but you don’t 
even do the stuff that my ‘shallow preaching’ addresses. Mm, I’m not sure it’s my preaching that needs chang-
ing.” 

4. A church is a place where I can use my gifts, passion, skills, personality and life experiences to serve, 
but it’s up to me to become a servant. (Matthew 20:28) 
It’s been my experience that some of the most vocal critics in the church are often the least engaged. They 
have a lot of suggestions, but no skin in the game. 

It’s a lot easier to criticize from the bleachers than it is from the ball field. People who aren’t serving in the 
church are often one change away from becoming disgruntled. 

I believe that the metric for maturity is ministry. I am never impressed by someone’s Bible knowledge, but I 
am always impressed by unselfish service. Serving in a ministry that delivers hope and healing to hearts and 
homes immunizes us from lethargy and keeps us tapped into the mission. 

There are two kinds of church members. Those that are serving and those that believe they are deserving. 

Only one of those will make you like Jesus. 

5. A church is a place where I have the chance to change the world by fulfilling the Great Commission, 
but it’s up to me to actually become a person of impact. (Romans 10:14) 
Finally, perhaps the greatest misconception of all is when we think that the church’s primary mission is to im-
pact me. 

Churches exist for the purpose of their non-members. 

They do not exist to serve the whims of their members. 

They exist to bring hope and healing to a broken and hurting world. 

There is no perfect church because there are no perfect people. 

There are only imperfect churches filled with imperfect people striving to make an impact on this world. 

Whenever we forget the critical nature of that mission and begin to focus on pettiness, we grieve the heart of 
God and we fail the mission.    _________________ 

As a pastor, I’ve heard plenty of those who have let me know how the church has let them down, but I’ve rare-
ly heard from those who have realized how they’ve let the church down. 

The needs of a lost world are too critical for us to waste time. 

Let’s get busy being the hands and feet of Jesus. 

Pastor’s Message  (continued) 
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HIGHLIGHTS 

CEMETERY  

IMPROVEMENT & EXPANSION 

The fun has begun! First work done !! 

 

The EC3 crew cut down the 4 large trees at the 
end of the northeast side of the cemetery, along 
with a couple of trees leaning out along what will 
become the west side of the cemetery road 
extension (making the brush cutting much easier).  

The cut trunks were loaded onto a truck that Jim 
Herrling brought for transport down to Norski 
Woodworks to be put to good use. 

After 

Before 
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Check your attics, garages, closets and outbuildings for 
items that perhaps you thought you couldn’t live without at 
one time but now are maybe having second thoughts.  
Instead, bring them to the church for the Mission Rummage 
Sale coming up May 20 and 21!  Dozens of items have 
already been gathered and donated but for a quality sale we 
need lots more. 

 

Here’s how you can help. Collect some nice items that you 
think would be attractive to buyers and simply bring them 
to the lower basement of the church in the area behind Liz’s 
office.  There you’ll find open boxes to place your donated 
things.  Don’t worry about pricing stuff, we’ll take care of 
that. You’ll find blank donation forms on hand for you to 
take home and fill out for tax deduction purposes. Tuesdays 
and Thursdays are good days to drop off donations because 
Liz is usually there. But if no one’s around, just leave your 
items and take a deduction form.  Also, once Sunday 
services commence again, just bring your items along and 
drop them in the boxes.  To arrange for larger items or if 
you simply have questions just talk to Liz (608) 767-3312 
or Judy Urness at (608) 767-2471. 

 

Unsold items will be donated to Goodwill, Saint Vincent DePaul or other worthy charitable 
organization so you don’t have to worry about pick up.  Once it’s gone it’s gone! 

 

We want buyers to be excited about what we have for sale so 
please bring nice clean, usable  items that maybe you’d even 
buy yourself if attending the sale.  Here’s a list of items we 
encourage you to donate: 

Sporting Goods  Clothing (especially kid’s clothes) 
Music Recordings  Games    
Power and Hand Tools Antiques and Collectibles  
Bicycles   Electrical Goods   
Toys    Kitchenware   
Gardening Equipment Small Furniture 
Books (especially kids) Blankets, Quilts, Bedding 

 

In addition, please call Liz or Judy to volunteer to help with the 
sale.  On Wednesday and Thursday afternoons, May 18 and 19, 
we’ll need help setting up tables and laying out items.  Then on 
Friday and Saturday, we’ll need a few attendants to help with 
the sale itself. Sale hours will be Friday 8:00am to 4:00pm and 
Saturday 8:00am to 2:00pm.  Once again, contact Liz on 
Tuesday and Thursdays at (608) 767-3312 and Judy at (608) 
767-2471. 

NEWS—Gather the Goods.  Mission Rummage Sale Coming! 

This box is empty.  We need you to fill it.  
Judy Urness has been busy this winter 
gathering and organizing items for the 
Mission Rummage Sale set for May 20-21. 

A good start but much more needed. 
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New Heights Lutheran Church Announcement 

Hey all- 

I wanted to share the latest news from New Heights.  The congregation approved (138-2) the 
purchase of the Mazomanie Elementary School for $350,000.  Closing will be in October.   

As you may know we've been working toward building a new joint location since our merger in 
2009.  While we completed construction documents in 2021, the rising costs of construction were 
putting that project further 
out of reach.  That project 
was set to be 14,800 square 
ft. at 5.1 million.  The 
Mazomanie school is 62,000 
sq. ft.  It will need some TLC 
and will certainly have 
increased maintenance 
costs.  However this really 
fits with our dream to be a 
true community center and 
gathering place- we are 
thrilled! 

Thank you for your prayers! 

blessings, 

Pastor Rob 

NEWS  (Continued) 

Lenten Soup Suppers        

Come join us for a Soup Supper each Wednesday night during Lent.  Supper is at 6pm with a short 
service following at 7pm.   

 Serving Schedule 

 March 9—Council 

 March 16—Choir 

 March 23—Men 

 March 30—Women 

 April 6—Sunday School & Youth 

 

 

 

 

 

Easter Lily Order Forms         
due Sunday, March 13th 

 available on the Usher Stand in the Narthex. $18 
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NEWS—LENT 

We invite you to study, pray, reflect and give with us during 
ELCA World Hunger’s 40 Days of Giving — for our families, our 

neighbors and communities around the world. 
 

As the world has reeled from the effects of a deadly pandemic, we have seen the number of hungry 
people around the world rise, watched as food pantries and soup kitchens expanded to serve an 
ever-growing number of guests, and longed together for the time when we “will hunger no more, 
and thirst no more ... and God will wipe away every tear from [our] eyes” (Revelation 7:16-17). This 
very yearning is at the heart of who we are as church together. Yet our longing has never led to 
inertia or despair, despite the discouraging forecasts. We are an Easter people, ever journeying 
toward the cross but trusting in faith that God’s story does not end on that hill 

 

Dive even deeper into our inspiring 40 Days of Giving content 
by subscribing to our weekly Lenten email series.  

Subscribe to explore the connections between our faith and our shared ministry 
to end hunger and poverty. https://community.elca.org/40-days-
subscription?_ga=2.158540666.1923394788.1644938427-
1194319837.1628000922  

 

 

Deepen your engagement throughout this season of Lent with 
our weekly study guide, where you can find impactful, motivational 
stories and information about how your gifts to ELCA World Hunger 
are at work in the world.  
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March 2 

The Good Shepherd 

John 10:1-18 

Psalm 23 

 

March 6 

Jesus Raises Lazarus 

John 11:1-44 

Psalm 104:27-30 

 

March 13 

Jesus Washes Feet 

John 13:1-17 

Psalm 51:7-12  

 

March 20 

Peter’s Denial 

John 18:12-27 

Psalm 17:1-7  

 

March 27 

Jesus and Pilate 

John 18:28-40 

Psalm 145:10-13  

MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

Heidi Doyle March 01 

Marie Severson March 01 

Shelby McKenzie March 02 

Lisa Parrell March 04 

Anne Donaldson March 06 

Cole Rickey March 06 

Tyler Haugen March 07 

Amanda Powers March 09 

Sadie Powers March 09 

Sara Amble March 09 

David Parrell March 11 

Kent Norslien March 12 

James Hanson March 13 

Arlyn McKenzie March 15 

Alex Page March 16 

Dylan Lemke March 17 

Wes Childs March 18 

Michael Dauck March 21 

Jill Adler March 26 

Mya Boebel March 28 

Paul Dybdahl March 28 

Susan Olson March 28 
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Church Council Meeting February 17, 2022 
Pastor’s Report 

 
Baptisms:   0 
Weddings:  0 
Funerals:    Florede “Freda” Goth (nm)      
West Dane Text Study:  4 
 

It was a quiet month in Vermont as the COVID virus struck again with the Omicron variant 
filling hospitals and putting us back into deep quarantine mode.  In-person worship was 
suspended through the month of February as we worked to do our part to keep our people 
as healthy as we can.  We will begin worshiping again in the church with Lenten Services 
beginning on March 2

nd
 as it looks as though things are subsiding a bit again. 

We were able to conduct our Annual Meeting through the ZOOM application on-line this 
year.  On February 6

th
 we had the requisite 25+ people needed for a quorum as we 

discussed the matters of the church.  The Spending Plan was approved by the 
congregation, and once again, thanks to some generous and faithful servants within the 
congregation, we came out of the year 2021 on the positive side of the ledger.  We have 
certainly been blessed by the support (financially and in volunteer action) shown from within 
this congregation and the community of Vermont Township. 

New, somewhat unexpected, though hard sought-after news came as we announced the 
final purchase of 115 acres of land to the east and north of the church proper.  The cemetery 
was in need of some growing room, and after some years of fanciful, fiscal, finagling, by 
some very persistent and astute members, the land became ours in January of this year.  
Plans for the property are in early, preliminary draft stages, but our focus for the time being 
is to keep or enhance the beauty of the environment, and to set up access for members and 
friends to enjoy the beauty of the driftless area in Vermont Township.  Hiking trails, a 
cleaned-up stream, and some prairie plantings are items for consideration.  The Land Use 
Committee is soliciting conceptions and ideas as we look forward to a productive summer 
once the winter wheat has been harvested from the already-planted fields. 

Our Lenten series this year is “Overheard” – as we listen in on a number of discussions 
prominent people may have had during the final times of Jesus’ ministry here on earth.  I am 
looking forward to another perspective on what may have been going through people’s 
minds with respect to this wandering Jesus of Nazareth. 

It is with sadness that I report that our elder sister, Marie Severson is not doing well.  After a 
short hospital stay, Marie has been transferred to Ingleside Nursing Home in Mt. Horeb. 

Lastly, we are looking forward to an upcoming lighting project sponsored by John and Jamie 
Hallick to accent the church building at night.  As a “church on the hill”, we are anxious to 
share our joy and reflection of God’s presence in our area, and to encourage others with the 
light of Christ in our lives! 

 

God’s peace, 

Pastor Barry 



10 

We envision

Draft 

VERMONT LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES 
 

2/17/2022  

6:03 Call to order by Aaron Tigert  

Attendance: PB, Aaron, Steve (zoom), Wade, Deb, Carol (zoom), (missing is Melissa, Ellie, Joel, 
Jamie) 

Devotions: Random Acts of Kindness day, so PB read a passage from Samuel 2:9 regarding 
being kind to others. 

Legacy Resolution Amendment: Peter  A. and Jon U. presented the proposed amendment 
resolution dated February 2022.  Adopting the proposed amended resolution allows for the Legacy 
Committee to function now that the major land purchase is complete.  The proposed amendment 
submitted as pre-read requires some minor edits prior to finalization.  Peter will edit and recirculate 
for approval via email. 

Land Acquisition future plans: Peter  and Jon shared an overview of the future plans that 
include timber management, prairie, walking trails, wetlands, cemetery expansion, use plan.  The 
Legacy Fund is still our preferred donation vehicle for long-term legacy. 

Pastors Report: Deb/Steve, Yes vote 6/0 

Secretary’s Report: Steve/Aaron, edit to cor rect Mission distr ibutions from “$6500 to $10,500”, 
Yes vote 6/0 

Treasurer’s Report: detailed financials available but recap summary is provided. Healthy cash 
reserve.  Legacy fund needed to borrow money from cemetery fund, partial repayment has occurred.  
Sound system was approved in December, undesignated memorials will fund the $13,000 expense. 
Steve obtained a competitive insurance bid from Church Brotherhood but premium was $1,000 higher 
with coverage 20% higher effective 1/1/2022, current carrier is Church Mutual.  Needed to increase 
coverages on certain scheduled items.  Future recommendation will come to switch carriers after the 
end of this policy year at October 1. 2022 with Church Mutual.  Deb/PB, Proposed edits to years on 
summary sheet Yes vote 6/0 

Election of Officers: Aaron opened up discussion on officer  elections.  PB star ted with a 
recommendation to postpone elections until next meeting.  Aaron Tigert suggested while he 
recognized several council members were absent that we keep moving and at least elect the officers 
we could tonight, possibly the President and Treasurer given those roles had been filled by Aaron and 
Steve respectively, and that waiting for full attendance would be near impossible.  PB then said the 
actual reason he didn’t want to act tonight on officer roles is that he didn’t want Aaron Tigert to be 
president again because Aaron doesn’t come to church enough and therefore doesn’t understand the 
church and the views of the congregation.  Then PB said he felt bad saying such a thing because as 
Pastor, he has a lot of power in the Church.  Aaron postponed elections until next meeting. 

Calendar of events:  Mar  9th Wednesday Lent service = council will do soup 

Consolidation of Memorial Funds: postponed until next meeting 

Next Meeting 3/17 @ 6pm 

Adjournment: Wade/Aaron @ 7:23pm 

Pastor led us in The Lord’s Prayer 

Submitted by Aaron Tigert, President 
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MARCH Altar Duty 
 

 
Jill Dybdahl & Joyce Howery 

February 2022 
6th 13 views 

13th  1 views 

20th  8views 

27th  10 views 

 
 
   
 
 

 
 

Monthly Financial Report 

February 2022 

 

   Contributions      Operating Expenses   

  20 22  2021  Change  2022  2021  Change 

Monthly  $ 14,067  $ 13,041   $  1,026  $ 12,080   $ 10,267  $  1,813 

YTD  $ 18,591  $21,723  $  (3,132) $ 23,085  $23,496  $   (411) 

 

      Operating Cash   

    2022  2021  2020 

  Current Month $  214,465 $ 207,199 $  64,355 

Proposed Cemetery Expansion  

2022-23 

 

-New addition approximately 80’ wide by 240’ long. (in 
red) 

-Driveway  (in black) with turn around extended 
approximately 260’. 

-Will add 336 new gravesites 

-Requires minimal landscaping. 

-Wooded area to the west (left) will remain but cleaned up 
of underbrush. 

-Will be surveyed yet this year. 

-Available for burials in 2023. 

-Tentative reservations available soon. 
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Synod NEWS 
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 Synod NEWS (continued) 

DO YOU WANT TO 
REPRESENT  

VERMONT LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 

AT THE 2022 SYNOD 
ASSEMBLY? 

 

We need one female and one male volunteer needed! 
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SYNOD NEWS 

The LSS Refugee Resettlement team has had an exceptionally busy month. As military bases around the country get 
out of the business of housing evacuees, a situation that was always meant to be temporary, our team accepted 60 
cases in two weeks!  By way of comparison, a “typical” caseload is about 10 in a month. We are so grateful for our co-
sponsor groups, as well as all the in-kind and cash donations that support our efforts. Together, we are providing a 
strong foundation for our new neighbors upon which to build a new life.  

LSS NEWS 
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Lutheran World Relief NEWS 

Dear Vermont Lutheran Church, 
 
Today marks six months since the devastating 7.2 magnitude earthquake struck Haiti. The quake claimed 
many lives and destroyed homes, schools, health centers and roads. 
 
Following this horrific event, you shared your love with the people of Haiti by rushing an emergency gift. 
Today, I would like to give you a brief update on how your gift is making a difference.  

It’s no secret that Haiti has faced 
many difficulties. Shortly before 
the earthquake, the country was 
rocked by the assassination of its 
president and families struggled 
to recover from the quake amidst 
political instability, fuel 
shortages, protests and conflict – 
factors that compounded 
suffering. 
But what I want to tell you today 
is that even in these difficult 
circumstances, your generosity is 
hard at work. 
In the immediate aftermath of the earthquake, you helped distribute tarpaulins to approximately 2,000 
families whose homes had been damaged or destroyed. Your generous support also provided for the 
distribution of 4,500 water purification tablets, giving families access to safe water and preventing water-
borne diseases – always a deadly threat after an emergency. 

Many health centers were badly damaged in the earthquake. These centers served tens of thousands of 
families. Because you responded so generously, we are also repairing four health centers and replenishing 
supplies including syringes, goggles, masks, gloves and personal protective equipment. 

Speaking of health, your gifts have also provided several lifesaving trainings to families and health workers, 
including COVID-19 prevention, hygiene and medical waste training. 

In fact, because you and others responded so overwhelmingly to the crisis in Haiti, we have dedicated staff in 
Haiti who are working hard each day to help families cope and move forward – even as challenges continue 
to present themselves. 

I want to take a moment to say THANK YOU, VERMONT LUTHERAN CHURCH. This work could not 
have happened without your compassion and your gifts. So many families could have been left without 
medical care indefinitely – now there is hope. 

The road ahead in Haiti is long. It will not be without challenges. But I feel encouraged by the generous love 
and support of people like you, who are willing to share God’s blessings with neighbors who need them 
most. 

My team and I are committed to continuing to update you on how your gifts are helping, and we will 
continue to reach out to families wherever the needs are greatest – until your love reaches every neighbor. 

In Gratitude, 
Bijou Kuzimbu 
Haiti Country Director  
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I               Call or email 

 

 

 

 

             to 

       

        Jan Cowan - 767-4616 -  jancowan@tds.net 
        Kay Rettenmund - 767-2328 - rett@tds.net.  

Visit Vermont’s Website:  

www.vermontlutheran.org 

Password:  God’sWork 

 

Log on to see all Vermont  

news and pictures!   

  

April Newsletter  
articles are due  

March 29th 

to Elizabeth Herrling at 
vermont_church@tds.net 

Vermont Lutheran Church 

9886 Vermont Church Road 
Black Earth, WI   53515 

Telephone (608) 767-3312 
 

E-mail address:  Vermont_Church@tds.net 
Website:   vermontlutheran.org 

It is our time to build a legacy 

Become a member of the Legacy Fund.  Members of the Legacy Fund come from all walks of life 
and are united by a desire to preserve our beautiful Church and Cemetery. 
Vermont Lutheran Church owns and maintains a cemetery, historic church building and Gathering 
Place with a hilltop viewscape. Christian stewardship involves the faithful management of all the 

gifts God has given us, including accumulated, inherited and appreciated resources. Therefore, 
we created the Legacy Fund to encourage, receive and administer these gifts. 

Our goal is to generate a Legacy Fund of $1 Million dollars, or more. 

Through receipt of bequests, grants and/or gifts, contributions to the Legacy Fund and investment 
growth will serve two very important purposes now and into the future: 

 To purchase neighboring land for expansion of the cemetery; and/or 

 Provide funds for future maintenance of the cemetery and/or building and grounds needs of 
the Church. 

 
Any legacy member whose contribution totals $1,000 or more will be recognized with a brass 
plate on a prominently displayed plaque. Annual meeting reports will include all the names of 
those individuals who made a contribution of any amount that year. 


