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Cemetery Expansion Project Progresses 
By Jon Urness 

In the last Cemetery View I outlined the projects that the Vermont Cemetery Association planned to 
complete this fall.  This edition will show in a few photos some of the progress to date.  Please note 
that things are changing very rapidly so today’s progress report may well be a finished project by the 
time you read this! 

 

First and foremost, our plan was to expand the cemetery to the north of the existing east section of the 
cemetery adding some 300-360 new available gravesites. That area is already fairly well shaped and 
graded, having been a field of wheat, corn and soybeans for a number of years. Very soon, it will be 
seeded to grass in preparation for surveying and plotting of new grave sites. Bruce Bowden, a land 
surveyor from Dodgeville who has had extensive experience in laying out cemeteries has already 
started that task.  In a preliminary meeting with Cemetery Association members Jon Urness and Greg 
Herrling, Bruce  offered some great advice and new ideas for the layout.  One feature suggested by 
Bruce, is to have either a driveway or a grass access lane adjacent to every gravesite so that digging 
equipment, funeral vehicles and mowing equipment can have easy access to each site.  We may 
sacrifice a few sites to get that done but it will yield a much more organized cemetery expansion. 

 

In addition to surveying the new cemetery 
addition, Bruce will mark and survey the 
boundaries of the entire newly acquired 115-
acres of church property. Bruce’s fee will be 
generously funded by Jamie and John Hallick. 

 

To gain access to the new addition there will 
be a widened blacktop roadway extending 
directly north from the existing driveway. And 
to make negotiating the new area easier there 
will be a wide circular turnaround at the far 
end.  It’s kind of like having our own 
roundabout!  That road has already been 
staked out and dug for base material.  By the 
time you get a chance to stop by, the blacktop 
will likely be complete. The photo shows the 
circular turnaround at the north end. 
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A water line with hydrants has been dug in along the east perimeter 
of the cemetery to provide more watering points for the existing 
cemetery as well as the new addition.  Water pressure should be 
enhanced as this new line connects to the new well that was drilled 
in the patio/pond area close to the Gathering Place building.  At the 
same time, a power line was buried in the water pipe trench to 
extend electricity if it’s ever needed. 

 

 

 

 

Rounding out the plan for the cemetery expansion, a company known as EC3 has cleared the 
underbrush from the woods just to the north of the west side of the cemetery and running along 
the new driveway. Plans for use of that area are not fully firmed up yet but the area will look 
much more park- like and make for a very attractive setting.  Be sure to check out these 
improvements as well as the enhancements to the area near the Gathering Place.  A lot is 
happening at Vermont! 
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Planning a Plot 

If you own a gravesite at Vermont there are a few things to think about as you configure that site. 

 

Lately, fully 70% of all burials at Vermont have been cremation burials and that certainly leads to 
space savings in the cemetery.  However, many folks have already purchased or reserved gravesites 
with full casket burials in mind.  The good thing is, the extra space allows for additional family 
members to be buried on the same plot.  Current cemetery policies allow for one full coffin burial 
per site or the placing of two cremation burials on a single site.  Once again this is a great way to 
economize space but you’ll want to be thinking ahead as to how to configure monuments for all 
those buried on the site and where you want the remains placed.  For example, let’s say a couple 
reserved a site years ago with the intention of two full coffin burials and perhaps even had a 
marker pre-engraved with names.  With cremation as an option, there can be multiple remains 
buried on those sites so it can get a little complicated regarding markers.  

 

Another thing to think about before the time of need is who should be buried where, especially 
when multiple lots are reserved?  Our records generally indicate just the family name for those 
graves and not specifically who should be buried on each site.  It’s much easier to make that 
decision now and notify the Cemetery Association how you want the lots assigned.  Otherwise, at 
the time of death when the funeral home calls to notify us that a burial needs to take place, we 
won’t know specifically where to place the remains. This comes up quite often and can cause 
confusion at a very inconvenient time.  

 

To go over some of these things that can come up, contact Jon Urness at 608.575.2387 or 
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Legacy Prairie & Woodland Update: late August 2022 
By Peter Antonie 

The Legacy Fund Committee and other interested parties have been hard at work that has changed 
the face of what we are calling the Legacy Prairie and Woodland. Much of the work on the property 
began in August after the former owners harvested their winter wheat in the farm fields.  We had 
already begun work in and near the church and Gathering Place. 

Here’s an aerial view of the new property as a reference: 

Prairie Preparation: We entered into a Continuous 
Cover-Crop Program (CCP) contract with Dane Coun-
ty to plant and maintain the three existing farm fields, 
totaling about 35 acres, with prairie grasses and flowers.  

EC3 will prepare the fields in early fall and plant the 
prairie areas in late fall. By mid-summer 2023 we 
should see fields with blooming flowers interspersed 
with prairie grasses!  

Each of the prairie areas will have a mowed grass trail encircling its border. These trails totaling 
about 2.5 miles will be ideal for scenic hiking/cross country skiing and/or snowshoeing and have 
been graded, leveled and seeded. 

Outdoor Patio: Construction of the new patio area just east of the Gathering Place providing a lev-
el spot for outdoor services, weddings and other group gatherings is mostly completed. Pouring and 
finishing the concrete took place the first week of August, with curing and sealing by month end. 



Our Legacy Page 5 

A handicapped accessible ramp was constructed from the Gathering Place porch for access to the 
new Gathering Place restroom.  

And, there is ample space for several picnic tables and/or seating for outdoor events. 

In addition, a fire pit was added with the able engineering skills of Wade Winchip. 
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Retention Pond: We constructed a retention pond to hold runoff drainage from the Church and 
Gathering Place roofs and parking lot and we can use our new well to pump water into the pond to 
keep it full. Here’s the view from the new fire pit. Sod will be laid between the patio and pond with 
rest of the fields are planted in prairie. 

Gathering Place Restroom: To accommodate those who use the patio and/or come to visit the 
property, we are constructing an ADA compliant, 
unisex restroom using an 8’ X 8’ section inside the 
Gathering Place storeroom. All the piping and electric 
are in and the walls have been dry walled. An entry 
door was cut into the exterior of the Gathering Place 
for access from the porch. The restroom is also 
accessible from a door inside the storeroom. The 
exterior door will likely have a timer lock so that the 
door will be open for use during scheduled times of 
day. The interior door will only be available when the 
Gathering Place is in use. 

Erosion Remediation Project: The “ditch” that 
separates the two fields to the east of the church is being remediated to minimize erosion caused by 
water flowing into it from the culvert under Vermont Church Road.  

Dane County engineers drew up a plan for the remediation, including bringing in about 300 tons of 
rock to create a plunge pool where the culvert drains into the ditch, removal of the narrow band of 
trees growing in the ditch to enable planting grasses along and in the ditch to minimize erosion and 
building an embankment to hold back water from flowing rapidly downhill. That embankment will 
connect the two fields allowing the trail to be continuous along the north edge of both fields.  

A view of the restroom entry door inside the Gathering 
Place storeroom looking toward the exterior entry off the 

porch. 



Our Legacy Page 7 

The plunge pool with a small amount of rain water that will eventually soak into the ground rather 
than running downhill. If there’s a large rainfall that completely fills the plunge pool, then the 
excess will flow slowly downhill toward the embankment and create a small pond, as seen below, 
from water than ran off the side hills of the ditch. 

Cemetery Road Extension: A 
portion of the new property was 
purchased to allow for expansion 
of the cemetery directly to the 
north along its eastern boundary. 
To provide access to the new 
gravesites, the eastern Cemetery 
road was extended and has a 
turnaround area near the top of 
the hill. The road will be paved in 
mid-September.   

Here’s the beautiful view from the turnaround area. 
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New Lighting outside the Church: A project not 
directly part of the Legacy Prairie and Woodland but 
certainly associated with putting a new face on the 
church is the installation of two 20 foot light poles to 
house LED spotlights, one on either side of the church 
that will illuminate the church exterior at night. The 
footings for the poles were poured in conjunction with 
the concrete for the new patio. In addition, a new LED 
spotlight was installed on the telephone pole directly 
across from the church to shine on the steeple. Thank 
you John and Jamie Hallick! 

Wetland: Our property includes approximately 20 acres of wetland on the far eastern boundary 
along either side of Vermont Creek. We had a meeting August 17th to discuss the opportunities 
and options available to us with representatives from Dane County, Wisconsin DNR, BECWA, 
Trout Unlimited, Groundswell Conservancy and several other organizations. Our discussion and 
tour focused on how to best preserve and maintain the pristine nature of Vermont Creek through 
our property.  
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In conjunction with the kickoff event, we’ll also be distributing lefse and meatballs, in gravy, to 
members and friends of the church who have purchased them in advance. This fundraiser has 
replaced our traditional Lutefisk fund raiser Dinner. We purposefully scheduled the Prairie & 
Woodland dedication on the same day we normally had the Lutefisk Dinner as a meaningful 
transition from one mission outreach activity, the Lutefisk Dinner, to the new ongoing mission 
outreach to the community through the Legacy Prairie & Woodland.  

We know there is a great deal of interest in these projects and we plan on providing regular updates. 
If you have questions or ideas you’d like to pass on to the Legacy Fund Committee (LFC), please 
feel free to email the church or speak with one of the LFC members: Greg Herrling, Jon Urness, 
Wade Winchip, Larry Ziemer, Leonard Schaub, Karsten Haugen or Gary Olsen. 

We erected two “Coming Soon” signs, one next to our church sign along highway 78 the other at 
the intersection of Church Road and County JJ, to announce the development of the property. The 
Legacy Prairie & Woodland kick-off Celebration will be at 10:30 AM Saturday, October 15th with 
a dedication and lunch provided on the new patio, weather permitting. 



9886 Vermont Church Road 
Black Earth, WI  53515 

Vermont Lutheran Church 

How Can I Contribute?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We try to keep this simple. 
 
Gifts are the easiest approach and allow for immediate use of funds.  Drop a check in the 
weekly offering plate and designate it for the Legacy Fund if you’re at Vermont.  Otherwise, 
just send a check to Vermont Lutheran Church, 9886 Vermont Church Rd, Black Earth, WI 
53515 and designate it for the Legacy Fund.  You will receive a receipt for tax purposes, be 
recognized and sincerely thanked. 


