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HE MESSENGER 

 

Vermont Lutheran Church’s Mission Statement: 

Christians Actively Reaching Out Experiencing Christ and Spreading His Word 

From Pastor Barry’s Desk .  . 

  

 

Grace to you and peace in this season of Spring!  Amen. 
It is no coincidence that the celebrations of Easter, May Day, and Mother's 
Day and more come about during this time of year.  All religions have their 
spring-time festivals and celebrations.  Why? Because it is the season for 
celebrating new growth and fertility.  You can just feel, can't you?  Open a 
window in May, and the spells of earth and growing plants surrounds 
you.  For those with seasonal allergies, it may be time of mixed emotions as 
we greet the fresh air of Spring and then follow it up with sneezes and 
wheezes, but that's the nature of living in Wisconsin, right? 

Early Christians were just as excited.  Oh, they might not have had the tulips 
and daffodils that we have to look forward to, but they had spring too! It may 
have been palm trees and figs coming to life, or maybe a dessert bush coming 
to life, but life reappears with the beginning of a new season. 

How about your life?  Does it come back to a new level of joy and 
rejuvenation at this time of year?  Do you feel a new energy come back?  I 
know that among many here at Vermont Lutheran, there has been an increase 
in energy since the purchase of our new land and the opportunities it will 
provide.  With the trees budding and the winter wheat growing in the fields, 
the land doesn’t look so desolate or bare any more. 

This is the kind of message that we as Christians have to provide during this season of Easter – 
remember that our next season of the church (Pentecost) doesn’t begin until we’re two-thirds of the 
way through June, so Easter will still be with us for a while.  For us, we have the joy of Jesus risen 
and the tomb being empty, the promise of the resurrection that belongs to 
all who believe in our Father God, and the knowledge of the Good News 
that we have for all people.  These are the things that put a smile in our 
heart, even when we are living in a world that might try to depress us 
while making life feel dull or hopeless. 

We, as Christians, have a reason to live with a smile on our faces and joy 
in our hearts.  We have something that cannot be taken away, and that 
secret thing is called HOPE.  Except, of course, that it’s no secret; it’s 
available to anyone and everyone. 

That is the joy that we are reminded of each spring as new growth 
appears.  It is that smell in those fresh breezes that blow and the sunlight 
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NEWS 

that settles once again upon our faces.  It is the feeling of life itself – a life filled with hope and joy 
and confidence.  That confidence is not only for the beauty of this day, but in the eternal life that is 
ours through Jesus the Christ. 

Amen! 

 

Pastor Barry  

Pastor’s Message  (continued) 

Where Exactly Did the Original Vermont Church Stand? 

 

An overlooked aspect of our resent purchase of 115 

adjacent acres is that we now own the location of the 

original 1864-1913 wood-framed church just east of the 

current church building.  But where exactly did that church 

stand?  The colorful historic sign near the site would seem 

to suggest that it browed the little flat hill just behind the 

marker.  But if you read carefully, the sign says, “It stood a 

short distance to the north adjacent to the Fjeld farm.” 

And that would agree with what Mark Cushman told me.  

Mark grew up on the former Fjeld farm and remembers a 

low stone foundation that he and his brother used as a 

“fort” to play in.  It was very near their own farm buildings.   

He also recalled charred lumber within the foundation 

implying that maybe the remains of the old church were 

cremated.  We don’t know for sure but perhaps we’ll find 

out now that we own the property and are free to do our 

own NCIS investigation. Mark told me he would be glad to 

show me where the old foundation was.  I’ve hiked the area 

myself but found nothing conclusive.  The little knoll behind 

the sign is a plausible spot but seems a little small.  It also 

looks like Vermont Church Road has changed a bit too.  In 

front of the sign the road is cut in somewhat...maybe it 

wasn’t in the second half of the 1800’s. 

 

Well, stay tuned to this mystery and maybe someday when the location is determined and cleared of 

brush and trees, we could have an outdoor service right where old Reverend Fjeld and others 

preached the gospel in the Norwegian language. - Jon Urness 
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The Legacy Prairie is Taking Shape 

Back in January, using the generous donations from members and friends of the church to our Legacy Fund, 
we purchased the 115 acre farm directly east, down to highway 78, and north of the church up on top of the 
hill. Since then, the Legacy Fund Committee and other interested parties have been making preliminary plans 
that will change the face of what we are calling the Legacy Prairie. Much of the work on the property won’t 
begin until the former owners have harvested their winter wheat in the farm fields by the end of July.  We’re 
excited to give you this thumbnail sketch of what is planned so far: 

The Cemetery road on the east side of the church will be extended to the north along the tree line almost to 
the top of the hill. 

A patio area will be constructed just east of the Gathering Place providing a level spot for outdoor services, 
weddings and other group gatherings 

The three existing farm fields, totaling about 35 acres, will be planted with prairie grasses and flowers 
Each of the prairie areas will have a mowed grass trail encircling its border. These trails totaling about 2.5 

miles will be ideal for scenic hiking/cross country skiing and/or snowshoeing 
The “ditch” that separates the two fields to the east of the church will be remediated to minimize erosion 

caused by water flowing into it from the culvert under Vermont Church Road 

We’ve been working with representatives from Dane County to enter into contracts that provide funding for 
the prairie restoration and ditch remediation work. 

We know there is a great deal of interest in these projects and we plan on providing regular updates. If you 
have questions or ideas you’d like to pass on to the Legacy Fund Committee (LFC), please feel free to email 
the church or speak with one of the LFC members: Greg Herrling, Jon Urness, Wade Winchip, Larry Ziemer, 
Leonard Schaub, Karsten Haugen or Gary Olsen. 

 

Drone Flight Pictures for Legacy Prairie  

 

 

NEWS (continued) 

Dane County Land & Waters engineers recently came 
out to church and used a sophisticated drone to take 
thousands of pictures of the Legacy Prairie that were 
then compiled into an aerial view with contour lines 
overlain on the terrain. The contour lines will be 
helpful in determining the best location for an earthen 

dam that will be constructed across 
the ditch that separates the two 
current farm fields directly east of 
the church and from where soil and 
rock could be removed to construct 
the dam. This ditch is caused by 
water that drains through a culvert 
under Vermont Church Road. The 
Legacy Fund Committee is 
considering a Green Infrastructure 
proposal from the County to add rip-
rap rock where the culvert spills into 
the ditch, shore up the sides of the 
ditch with grasses as well as the 
earthen dam to minimize and 
mitigate the effects of storm water 
washing downhill, eventually onto 

         Myron Norslien’s farm and into Vermont Creek.  
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We have the Roots, but we need the branches—Documenting our Legacy 

What does our legacy (prairie) mean? 

Do you think about the legacy Vermont 
Lutheran Church has and about how we 
can continue our legacy – what we will 
leave behind for the Church and the 
people they serve. Webster's dictionary 
defines legacy as, “anything handed 
down from the past, as from an 
ancestor or predecessor.” Legacy is not 
bound by age or time served.  

Vermont Lutheran Church has legacies 
such as the Church, Cemetery, Gathering 
Place, Lutefisk and Meatball Dinners, 
Quilting and Choir.  In addition, we are 
blessed to have a new Legacy, a prairie 
with woods, pond and creek. 

What does it mean to leave behind a legacy 
(prairie)? 

Leaving behind a legacy means making 
an impact that will last long after we 
die. It could be financial, with 
something we create, or through the 
people we touch while we're alive. 

Leaving a legacy is more than just being remembered beyond a grave. It is bigger than any self-
serving purpose there is. A good legacy is powerful enough to strengthen community ties and 
to yield good members. In fact, most strong families are glued together by such legacies.  

 

Continuing the Legacy 

We want all previous and current members’ families to 
be a part of our Legacy.  We would like to have them 
and their ancestors feel welcome at Vermont Lutheran 
Church at anytime in their lives.  We are compiling a 
contact, e-mail/address, list of all non-member 
family members.  We will use this list to give them 
updates on Vermont Lutheran Church (likely annually, 
but not more often than quarterly) and invite them to 
join us for special events, such as the official 
celebration of acquisition of Legacy Prairie on 
September 18, 2022.  You can e-mail the church 
Vermont_church@tds.net with the contact information. 

 

Proverbs 13:22: “A good man leaves an inheritance to his children's children.” (NKJV)  

NEWS (continued) 

Looking for  
non-member 
family contact 
information. 
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Hunger facts 

 821 million people around the world - 
that's more than 1 in 10 - can't access the 
food they need to live active, healthy lives. 

 According to the most recent esti-
mates, 736 million people live in extreme 
poverty on less than $1.90 per day. That's 
10% of the world's population.  

 At some point in 2017 (the most recent 
year available), more than 40 million peo-
ple in the United States were unsure where 
their next meal might come from.  

 39.7 million Americans were living in 
poverty in 2017. For a family of four, this 
means their annual household income was 
below $25,094. 

GRADUATION BLESSING 

 Sunday, May 29th 9:30am service 

 

Graduation Service:  May 29th  
Do you know someone who is graduating from 8th grade, senior high school, college, or tech 
school?  We will be holding a blessing service for the class of 2022. 

We would like to run the graduates’ pictures in the Bulletin/Messenger. Please submit their name, 
and a note about where they may be headed after this milestone has passed, what their 
accomplishment is (including awards, scholarships, etc.), and where they go on to from here. Also, 
any pictures you might have of your graduate would also be appreciated. Please e-mail the church 
at vermont_church@tds.net by May 19th. 

The Cal Tollefson Scholarship committee is excited to announce that scholarship season is 
upon us. We greatly appreciate the support that the congregation has shown Cal’s Scholarship. We 
prayerfully hope you will continue to consider supporting this joyful mission! We will once again 
collect a special offering for the “Cal Tollefson Scholarship” at 
that service. Please look for the envelopes with a graduation 
cap on the usher stand; offerings placed in them will be 
designated to the scholarship for high school seniors. Thank 
you! 

NEWS (continued) 

UPCOMING EVENTS  
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UPCOMING EVENTS  

CHURCH RUMMAGE SALE 

All proceeds are going to our mission projects.   

 

  Friday , May 20th 8am-4pm 

  Saturday, May 21st 8am-2pm 

 

Keep on bringing those items.  Donated items can left in the far basement of the church.   
Big items can be dropped off in the fellowship hall the week before the rummage sale after 
Sunday’s service on May 15th. 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: 

 Wednesday, May 18th 8am-12pm   Organize and price items 

 Thursday, May 19th  8am-12pm   Organize and price items 

 Friday, May 20th  8am-12pm  Cashier  

     8am-12pm  Bag & help load items 

     12pm-4pm  Cashier 

     12pm –4pm  Bag & help load items 

 Saturday, May 21st 8am-11am  Cashier  

     8am-11am  Bag & help load items 

     11am–2pm  Cashier 

     11am-2pm  Bag & help load items 

Sign up sheet is in the Narthex. 

 

 

 

HONOR SALUTE by Mickelson-Martim American Legion Post 313 of Black Earth. 

They will continue it’s tradition of visiting local cemeteries on Memorial Day to honor the 
nation’s fallen. The post will perform their honor salute at Vermont Lutheran Cemetery on 
Memorial Day at 10:30am.Their complete Memorial Day schedule follows: 
 
 8:30am- Sunning Hill Cemetery (Town of Berry) 
 9:00am- Oak Hill Cemetery (Black Earth) 
 9:45am- St. James Cemetery (Town of Vermont on County Road F) 
 10:30am- Vermont Lutheran Cemetery 
 11:00am-Veteran’s Park Honor Wall (Black Earth)  
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Getting to Know Our Mission 

Sugar Creek Bible Camp was incorporated in 1966 thanks to the 
vision of a small group of lay and clergy leaders from 33 congregations, led by 
Pastor Andrew Hegre of  Utica and Mt. Sterling Lutheran churches, who were 
persistent in their idea for the founding of a Bible camp in the La Crosse area. 
Two separate farms were eventually purchased/donated to comprise the initial 
property. Additional parcels were later added bringing the acreage up to 635. 

Summer camp programs began in the summer of 1969. Lutheran churches in 
the La Crosse, Viroqua and Dodgeville Conferences helped develop, build and support the camp. 
Early programs were very rustic in nature but enjoyed tremendously by youth and adults alike. In 
1974 the program opportunities expanded when a retreat center was built, which allowed for year-
round ministry. That center included administrative offices, a first aid infirmary, kitchen and dining 
facilities, sleeping for 20, a fireplace lounge area, multi-purpose room, and rest rooms with showers. 
During the 1980s a sauna, covered bridge, camper cabins (some with heating capabilities for year-
round use), a shower house and a 30×70′ picnic shelter, were added as summer camp participation 
grew to 550 per year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As 
increasing numbers of youth, adults and families discovered the beauty of 
the Sugar Creek Valley and the joy of Christian renewal experiences to be had there, a definite need 
for expanded facilities arose. By 1993, participation had increased to more than 2000 between 
summer camp and fall/winter activities. A capital campaign was launched to raise funds with the 
purpose of expanding facilities for both year-round and summer camping ministries. Within the next 
5 years, a new shower house, the Koinonia Lodge (which houses up to 40), two cabins, 
maintenance building, nature center and staff residences were completed. 

Participation continued to increase and by the year 2000, summer participation had grown to 3,000 
(between on-site camping and off-site day camps) and retreat participation had grown to between 
2,000 to 3,000 per year. 

During the 2000s the camp had gone under another expansion/growth period and a capital 
campaign to finance it. A new swimming pool and shower house were completed, as well as a 
duplex-style staff residence and 4 beautiful, new, winterized, Amish-style cabins, an addition to the 
Retreat Center, moved Seeker cabins and built Frontier Town, Maintenance storage shed, new 
horse barn and new dining lodge (the “Manna Center”).  Throughout the past 30 years of growth, 
one feature has remained constant: the proclamation of the Gospel to all who participate in Sugar 
Creek’s ministry, that they might return to their congregations and homes renewed and strengthened 
for Christian living. 
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Getting to Know Our Mission (continued) 

SUGAR CREEK BIBLE CAMP 
WOMEN’S CRAFT RETREATS 
 September 29 – October 2 

We have wonderful weekends set aside just for you to enjoy making your crafts! Bring your special 
crafts or unfinished projects, and dedicate a weekend to getting them done! We cook the meals and 
do the dishes and even lead a special devotion in the evenings. 
You MUST complete a registration form and pay at least a $50 deposit to hold your spot. You may 
pay in full when you register if you prefer. 
 Thursday afternoon to Sunday at noon: $250/person 
 Friday afternoon to Sunday at noon: $225/person 

BUS TRIPS 

 May 6-9 – Holland Tulip Festival 

 August 26 – September 1 – Ark Encounter and Nashville, TN 
 
Join your Sugar Creek friends on one of our wonderful adult bus trips! There’s no better way to see 
the country and enjoy all kinds of great shows! 
  

All trips are by a motor coach bus with a bathroom. Devotional time, movies, games, and delicious 
snacks are all provided during the ride. Sheila Champlin, will serve as your tour guide. 
Cost is based on single, double, triple, or quad occupancy unless otherwise noted and includes 
luggage handling. Contact camp for flyers for each trip: 608-734-3113 or camp@sgrcreek.org 

 

FIRESIDE DINNER THEATRE BUS TRIPS 

 April 6 –  Sound of Music – Fireside Dinner Theatre 

 November 16 – Christmas Show – Fireside Dinner 
Theatre 

Come and join us for a 1 day trip to the Fireside Dinner 
Theatre a First Class Dining and Theatre experience in 
Ft. Atkinson, WI. Cost is $95 per event. The deluxe, 
charter bus starts in La Crosse with pick-ups in towns 
along Hwy 14. Please call for reservations: 608-734-3113 

 

mailto:%20camp@sgrcreek.org
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May 1 

Paul’s Conversion 

Acts 9:1-19a 

Matthew 6:24  

 

May 8 

Paul & Silas 

Acts 16:16-34 

Luke 6:18-19, 22-23  

 

May 15 

Paul’s Sermon at Athens 

Acts 17:16-31 

John 1:16-18  

 

May 22 

Partnership in the Gospel 

Philippians 1:1-18a 

Luke 9:46-48  

 

May 29 

The Christ Hymn 

Philippians 2:1-13 

Luke 6:43-45  

MAY BIRTHDAYS 

Gale Kennedy May 01 

Ruth Ohlrogge May 02 

William Kennedy May 03 

Daniel Orth May 03 

Connor Danz May 04 

Joan Skalet May 04 

Charlene Meier May 06 

Derek Adler May 07 

Carey Norslien May 08 

Peder Ohlrogge May 08 

James Stapelmann May 08 

Lavonne Clason May 09 

Shaye Doyle May 12 

Ellie Boebel May 13 

Kenneth Hoerz May 13 

Luke Haugen May 15 

Pat Powers May 15 

Mark Haukoos May 16 

Russell Severson May 16 

William Jr. Kennedy May 17 

Michael Syrjamaki May 18 

Taylor Ziemet May 18 

Karsten Kvam May 20 

Jonathan Schultz May 22 

Brianna Herrling May 24 

Christy Maik May 25 

Myron Norslien May 25 

Gaila Olsen May 26 

Grace Powers May 26 

Brenna Dauck May 27 

Margaret Donaldson May 29 

Jensen Doyle May 29 

Justine Myers May 31 
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Church Council Meeting April 21, 2022 

Pastor’s Report 
 

Baptisms  -- 0  Weddings – 0  Funerals   – 0 

 

Greetings in the name of Jesus the Christ, amen! 

 

Though we did not have any baptisms, weddings, or funerals this past month, we did celebrate the First 
Communion of Arianna Gold on Maundy Thursday.  Arianna met with her mother and me in March and flew 
through her learning of the meanings behind Holy Communion and why we do what we do.  An intelligent 
girl, I think Arianna will grow to be a wonderful asset for the church and an example of faithfulness.  Matter 
of fact, at a Sunday School session, Arianna was inspired to share with her classmate al there was about what 
Holy communion means and represents – such a young evangelist already! 

 

Our Mount Horeb Ecumenical Clergy group will be providing (has provided by the time of this meeting) an 
ecumenical Good Friday Worship Service at ELC Lutheran in Mt. Horeb on April 15th at 1:00 p.m.  I’m 
looking forward to this after taking the last few years off because of COVID… 

 

Lenten services went very well again this year.  As usual, the attendance seems to dwindle by the end of the 
six weeks, but we held a pretty good attendance this year throughout.  The Soup Suppers continued to be a hit, 
and we have to thank a lot of people for their participation and hard work in providing for the suppers.  And of 
course, we have to say a big “Thank You” to the Johnsons for their furnishing of the soups without which we 
would have had to prepare much more and find soup donors! 

 

Joe from JEM has written to me to let me know that funds have been received from the church toward the new 
sound system, and some things have been ordered. As soon as the items begin arriving, he will be in touch 
with us as to some dates for installation. 

 

I am looking forward to Sunday, April 24th being another “Holy Humor Sunday” as we have not been able to 
have these for the past couple of years as well.  Our congregation responds so well to being joyful in church 
and being able to celebrate the Good News, and this is one more chance/excuse to spend the morning 
celebrating the good news of Jesus Risen!  Prepare to laugh! 

 

We’re “gearing up” (quite literally) for our Rummage Sale in May… If you don’t believe me, go visit the 
basement of the church and witness the large amount of donations we continue to receive (almost on a daily 
basis).  We certainly have a generous and giving congregation, and the fruits of our labor will continue to 
produce fruits for the kingdom! 

 

As we look forward to summer coming, I would like to thank the quilting women, the Sunday School 
volunteers, the choir volunteers, those who help prepare Sunday mornings (both behind the scenes and during 
Sunday morning services), the Council, and all wo have seen us through some rough years as we continue to 
share together the peace of Christ, and the good News of a loving and grace-filled God! 

 

Peace! 

Pastor Barry 
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We envision

Draft 

VERMONT LUTHERAN CHURCH Council minutes 
 

April 21, 2022 
6:00 pm call to order by Aaron Tigert 

Attendance: Aaron T, Wade W, Pastor  Bar ry, Deb K, Melissa H, Steve H, Ellie B, Jamie H  
Absent:  Joel F, Jamie H, Melissa H 

Devotions: Led by PB.  Vermont excels in extending hospitality and the way Vermont extends hospitality 
exemplifies the values of the church.   
 
Pastor’s Report: Steve/Melissa, Approved 6/0 
 
Secretary’s Report: Deb/Jamie,  Approved 6/0.   March minutes approved with updated motions and 
vote details.  Deb will update.   
 
Treasurer’s Report: Ellie/Melissa, Approved 6/0.  Summary from Steve H:   We are in a good financial 
position overall.  There was a $75,000 contribution reflected in the checking balance that is earmarked for 
future projects for the Legacy Prairie.  Steve noted a decline in our electronic contributions.   
 
Land Acquisition future plans update:  Wade/Aaron.  Wade will serve as council liaison with the Legacy 
Land Use Committee. The land has a lot of erosion with low fertility and will remain zoned as agricultural.  
VLC has entered in to a 15 year commitment with Dane County to seed approximately 35 acres with a 
continuous cover crop.  Dane County will pay $150/acre/year for 15 years with $250/acre for seeding first 
year.  This amounts to approximately $83,000-$85,000 for the 15 years, which will be paid at the start of the 
contract.  Erosion control by culvert under Vermont Church Rd is being planned and cost share program is 
possibly available.  Creek/wetland restoration is still being considered and may not be accomplished this year.  
Per Steve, there are no additional insurance needs for the new property.  A patio is going in east of the 
Gathering Place and the playset will also be moved to the east of the Gathering Place.  Peter will share regular 
updates with the congregation as the projects move forward. 
 

Sound System:  PB: A deposit for the sound system has been made and equipment has been ordered. 

 
Bike Breakfast:  We will revisit for next year.  We are looking for a member of the congregation to be 
willing to head the event. 
 

Reemergence:  Carol: How do we begin to reengage as a congregation while accounting for everyone’s 
comfort level?  How engage internally and externally?  How do we want to do things differently?  Suggestions 
included soup supper and cabin-fever-reliever style events.  Council will contemplate and revisit at next 
month’s meeting. 

 

Carpet:  There was a bid for new in carpet in the sanctuary which came in at over $10,000.  We only have 
$2,768.64 in the building account that could be used towards this expense and the consensus was to table this 
item for future discussion 

 

Senior Scholarship Night:  This is Wednesday, May 18th at 6:00 p.m. at Wisconsin Heights High school. 
We have two student’s graduating this year: Owen Danz & Micah Hanson. Paul Dybdahl volunteered to 
present.  PB will confirm. 

 

Pastor’s Summer Vacation:  Dates are 6/13-6/26, 7/10-7/16, 7/25-7/31.  Liz will arrange pastoral sub for one 
of the dates in June and laypersons for remaining dates.  Deb Krebs will take one.   
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April Attendance 2022 
3th 39 

10th  61 

17th  73 

24th  44 

 
 

Monthly Financial Report 

April 2022 

 

   Contributions      Operating Expenses   

  20 22  2021  Change  2022  2021  Change 

Monthly  $ 15,071  $ 13,971   $  1,099  $ 11,742   $  9,402  $  2,340 

YTD  $ 46,294  $ 47,382  $  (1,087) $ 49,476  $ 43,695  $  5781 

      Operating Cash   

    2022  2021  2020 

  Current Month $  150,276 $ 111,357 $    85,262 

Summer Services:   These will be Wednesdays 6/8-8/31.   Alternate activities will be planned for vacation 
dates.  Send any suggestions to Liz. 

 

Vacation Bible School:  No VBS at VLC.  We recommend interested families consider New Heights. 

 
Confirmation:  Due to only one student enter ing 6th grade, we will return to the two year confirmation 
program and the one student will begin in 7th grade with other students beginning in 6th so that they may all 
attend together.  
 
Open council seats:  Will discuss at May meeting 
 
Motion to adjourn: Carol/Deb Meeting adjourned at 8:02 pm. 
 
Next Meeting – Thursday, May 19th @ 6:00pm  
 

Closed with the Lord’s Prayer 

MAY Altar Duty 
Joanne Skalet & Julie Schmitt 
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ELCA NEWS 

As the Russian invasion of Ukraine continues, the immediate, deadly consequences are starkly visible 
in Western media – an as-yet uncounted number of dead soldiers and civilians, millions forced to flee 
from their homes and seek safety in other countries or regions, and the devastation of homes, hospitals 
and critical infrastructure. Less vivid but no less significant, are the long-term consequences the war 
will have for food security in Ukraine and around the globe. 

While other causes of hunger, such as climate change, migration or economic poverty, may seem to receive 
more attention, the single biggest driver of food crises around the world is conflict. As António Guterres, 
Secretary-General of the United Nations, wrote in 2021, “Conflict and hunger are mutually reinforcing. We 
need to tackle hunger and conflict together to solve either.” As the World Food Programme (WFP) notes 
nearly every year in its annual Global Report on Food Crises, conflict often leads to food crises[1] (especially 
when it occurs at the same time as climate events or economic downturns) and food crises can exacerbate 
conflict. 

Food security depends on the adequacy of four things: food 
production, food access, food utilization and stability. In 
simpler terms: 

 Is enough food being produced or supplied? 

 Is the food available to consumers in safe, reliable ways? 

 Are people able to meet their nutritional needs with the 
food? 

 Is access to food reliable, even during crises? 

Over a series of posts, we’ll take a brief dive into each of these. 
Follow the links to read more: 

Conflict and Hunger Part II: Food Production 
Conflict and Hunger Part III: Food Access 
Conflict and Hunger Part IV: Food Utilization 
Conflict and Hunger Part V: Stability 

 Reading through each of these posts will give a picture of some of the ways violent conflict impacts hunger, 
as well as some of the long-term effects that may come from the war in Ukraine. Even as we pray for and take 
action to support neighbors in Ukraine, we need to remember that this conflict could have devastating and far-
reaching consequences that may not go away the moment a ceasefire agreement is signed. Our globalized food 
system, while so efficient and effective when operating well, also leaves each of us vulnerable to destabilizing 
shocks around the world. 

This is one of the reasons why the complementary responses of Lutheran Disaster Response and ELCA World 
Hunger through partners and companion churches are so important. Lutheran Disaster Response, working 
through companions in Eastern Europe, is helping to meet the most immediate needs created by the crisis, 
while also drawing on years of experience to plan long-term support for refugees, internally displaced persons, 
and other victims of the war. 

Conflict and Hunger Part I:  
 How Will the War in Ukraine Affect Food Security? 

March 15, 2022 

https://www.un.org/en/food-systems-summit/news/breaking-vicious-circle-hunger-and-conflict
https://www.wfp.org/publications/global-report-food-crises-2021
https://www.wfp.org/publications/global-report-food-crises-2021
https://blogs.elca.org/worldhunger/ukraine/#_ftn1
https://www.fao.org/3/al936e/al936e.pdf
https://blogs.elca.org/worldhunger/ukraine-foodproduction/
https://blogs.elca.org/worldhunger/ukraine-foodaccess/
https://blogs.elca.org/worldhunger/ukraine-foodutilization/
https://blogs.elca.org/worldhunger/ukraine-stability/
https://www.elca.org/Home/Our%20Work/Relief%20and%20Development/Lutheran%20Disaster%20Response/Our%20Impact/Eastern%20Europe%20Crisis%20Response
https://community.elca.org/elcaworldhunger?_ga=2.95700508.1464025663.1647347977-531296903.1553616434
https://community.elca.org/elcaworldhunger?_ga=2.95700508.1464025663.1647347977-531296903.1553616434
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 ELCA NEWS (continued) 

Together with Lutheran Disaster Response, ELCA World Hunger accompanies communities around the world 
as they build resilience against these kinds of shocks. Supporting work in agriculture helps local farmers take 
steps to improve the productivity of their labors, which provides some security against interruptions in exports 
or rising prices. Working together with partners and companions in advocacy helps to ensure that social safety 
net programs are robust and effective in the event of a crisis. Support for healthcare workers, counselors, 
clinics and hospitals helps reduce vulnerability to disease and illness, care for neighbors dealing with trauma 
and build capacity to respond to future health crises. And by accompanying refugees and migrants around the 
world, we can be part of the work God is doing to foster the stability that’s needed to ensure long-term health 
and well-being wherever they are. 

The ripple effects of the war in Ukraine could echo throughout the food system for a long time. But we find 
courage and hope in God who “calls us to hope, even when hope is shrouded by the pall of war” and who, 
even now, is at work in, among and through peacemakers, supporting neighbors in need and “striving for 
justice and peace in all the earth.” 

For more information on Lutheran Disaster Response’s ongoing efforts to provide support in Eastern Europe, 
visit https://blogs.elca.org/disasterresponse/situation-report-eastern-europe-crisis/. 

 Ryan P. Cumming, Ph.D., is the program director of hunger education for ELCA World Hunger and the author of The African 
American Challenge to Just War Theory (Palgrave, 2013). 

 [1] A food crisis occurs when there is a sharp rise in hunger or malnutrition within a geographic region. The World Food 
Programme uses the Integrated Food Security Phase Classification and the Cadre Harmonise (IPC/CH) to describe levels of acute 
food insecurity. The classification phases range from Phase 1 (none or minimal) to Phase 5 (Catastrophe/Famine.) More information 
on the phases can be found in WFP’s Global Report on Food Crises. Phase 3 represents a “crisis,” during which immediate action is 
needed to protect livelihoods and prevent worsening hunger. 

Conflict and Hunger Part II:  Food Production 

Violent conflict puts the entire food supply chain at risk. The immediate destruction or occupation of land and 
storage facilities can reduce the amount of land that is farmed and the amount of food crops harvested. The 
effects, though, are complex, as research into the recent conflicts in Syria and Iraq has found, since militaries 
can and do turn some of their energy to cultivating occupied land while local farmers also increase their 
production (or try to) to meet growing need. 

Far more significant than control or destruction of land are the impacts on labor and inputs. Are there enough 
people to work a farm, and does the farm have enough supplies to keep operating? As people flee their homes 
in search of safety, farms are often left fallow, crops are left unharvested and livestock are left untended and 
vulnerable to death or theft, as has been the case in Nigeria, for example, amid the violence of the Fulani 
militia. Conflict can also make it hard for farmers to get shipments in or out, so obtaining seeds, new animals, 
machinery and other necessary supplies gets difficult and expensive, if not impossible. 

This is a huge problem when it comes to the conflict in Ukraine. It’s no exaggeration to call Ukraine “the 
breadbasket of Europe.” Agriculture is about 9% of the country’s total gross domestic product (GDP), and 
Ukraine is a leading producer of wheat, corn, barley, sunflower oil, rapeseed oil and soybeans. Together, 
Russia and Ukraine provide more than 30% of the world’s cereal[1] supplies. These cereals are essential 
staples for many countries around the world that rely on Ukraine’s exports – exports that are now at severe 
risk. As Qu Dongyu, Director-General of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), 
has pointed out, some cereal crops in Ukraine will be ready for harvest in June. The longer the conflict lasts, 
the greater risk that these crops won’t be harvested or shipped later this year. 

https://blogs.elca.org/advocacy/again-asking-and-finding-steadfast-love-in-the-gloom-of-war/
https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Congregations-and-Synods/Faith-Practices/Living-Our-Baptismal-Covenant
https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Congregations-and-Synods/Faith-Practices/Living-Our-Baptismal-Covenant
https://blogs.elca.org/disasterresponse/situation-report-eastern-europe-crisis/
https://blogs.elca.org/worldhunger/ukraine/#_ftnref1
https://www.wfp.org/publications/global-report-food-crises-2021
https://iopscience.iop.org/article/10.1088/1748-9326/aa673a
https://econpapers.repec.org/article/ouperevae/v_3a48_3ay_3a2021_3ai_3a3_3ap_3a538-572..htm
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/NV.AGR.TOTL.ZS?locations=UA
https://apps.fas.usda.gov/psdonline/app/index.html#/app/home/statsByCountry
https://blogs.elca.org/worldhunger/ukraine-foodproduction/#_ftn1
https://www.fao.org/director-general/news/news-article/en/c/1476480/
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ELCA NEWS (continued) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

That extends the crisis far beyond the borders of either Ukraine or Russia. Many of the countries dependent on 
importing Ukrainian grains do so because their own production can’t meet their needs. Some of these counties, 
such as Yemen (which imports about 700,000 tons of Ukrainian wheat each year), are already facing their own 
food crises. A shock like this could make famine more likely. On the other hand, because of our 
interconnected global food system and the widespread concern about the situation in Ukraine, we may see 
other producers step up to help fill the gaps through increased exports and reduced trade barriers. This, of 
course, doesn’t avoid other problems, as we’ll see in the next post on food access. 

 [1] “Cereals” includes a wide variety of grains used for foods, such as rye, barley, wheat, sorghum, maize or rice. 

 

Making a will is one of the most meaningful ways to share 
God’s love now and long into the future. 

To help you plan your estate, we are offering a free will-writing 
service that you can use to safely and, securely create a legal will 

in as little as 20 minutes. 

 

https://www.freewill.com/lwr?utm_source=partner&utm_medium=website&utm_campaign=lwr_websi
te_plannedgivingpg 

Start your will 
Online for free 

Lutheran World Relief NEWS 

https://www.wfp.org/publications/food-security-implications-ukraine-conflict
https://blogs.elca.org/worldhunger/ukraine-foodaccess/
https://blogs.elca.org/worldhunger/ukraine-foodproduction/#_ftnref1
https://www.freewill.com/lwr?utm_source=partner&utm_medium=website&utm_campaign=lwr_website_plannedgivingpg
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I               Call or email 

 

 

 

 

             to 

       

        Jan Cowan - 767-4616 -  jancowan@tds.net 
        Kay Rettenmund - 767-2328 - rett@tds.net.  

Visit Vermont’s Website:  

www.vermontlutheran.org 

Password:  God’sWork 

 

Log on to see all Vermont  

news and pictures!   

  

June Newsletter  
articles are due  

May 31st 

to Elizabeth Herrling at 
vermont_church@tds.net 

Vermont Lutheran Church 

9886 Vermont Church Road 
Black Earth, WI   53515 

Telephone (608) 767-3312 
 

E-mail address:  Vermont_Church@tds.net 
Website:   vermontlutheran.org 

It is our time to build a legacy 
 

Become a member of the Legacy Fund. Members of the Legacy Fund come from all walks of life and are 
united by a desire to preserve our beautiful Church, Cemetery and adjoining land. Vermont Lutheran Church 
owns and maintains a cemetery, historic church building, Gathering Place and 115 acres of adjacent land 
with a hilltop viewscape. Christian stewardship involves the faithful management of all the gifts God has 
given us, including accumulated, inherited and appreciated resources. Therefore, we created the Legacy 
Fund to encourage, receive and administer these gifts.  

Our goal is to generate and maintain a Legacy Fund of $1 Million dollars, or more. Through receipt of 
bequests, grants and/or gifts, contributions to the Legacy Fund and investment growth will serve three very 
important purposes now and into the future: 

 

1. Expand the cemetery and develop and maintain the adjacent land in a manner that maximizes its natural 
beauty and preserves its ecological importance; and, 

2. Provide funds to pay property taxes on the portion of the adjacent land subject to taxes; and, 

3. Provide funds for future maintenance of the cemetery and building and grounds needs of the Church. 

Any legacy member whose contribution totals $1,000 or more will be recognized with a brass plate on a 
prominently displayed plaque. Annual meeting reports will include all the names of those individuals who 
made a contribution of any amount that year. 


