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HE MESSENGER 

 

Vermont Lutheran Church’s Mission Statement: 

Christians Actively Reaching Out Experiencing Christ and Spreading His Word 

From Pastor Barry’s Desk . . . 

  

 

Greetings to our beloved community in Christ. 

As I write this, I am reminded of the Bible Study I had with our Pastor’s Text Study this 

week.  Here is the passage for this week that we discussed:  Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9: 

4:1 So now, Israel, give heed to the statutes and ordinances that I am teaching you to 

observe, so that you may live to enter and occupy the land that the Lord, the God of 

your ancestors, is giving you. 2You must neither add anything to what I command 

you nor take away anything from it, but keep the commandments of the Lord your God with 

which I am charging you. 6You must observe them diligently, for this will show your wisdom 

and discernment to the peoples, who, when they hear all these statutes, will say, “Surely this 

great nation is a wise and discerning people!” 7For what other great nation has a god so near to 

it as the Lord our God is whenever we call to him? 8And what other great nation has statutes 

and ordinances as just as this entire law that I am setting before you today? 9But take care and 

watch yourselves closely, so as neither to forget the things that your eyes have seen nor to let 

them slip from your mind all the days of your life; make them known to your children and your 

children’s children—  

Our conversation on this Scripture reading covered a myriad of topics, 

from “laws” based upon the COVID virus, to obeying speed laws while 

driving, and to wearing seatbelts, among a host of other topics. 

What we focused on though, was that the Israelites were proud of their 

laws as they believed that God had directly given them.  What was the 

difference between those who saw the laws as restrictive, and those who 

saw the laws as life-giving?  This question still is pertinent today.  Why 

do some see laws as infringing on their freedoms, and others see laws as 
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necessary for community safety? 

We, as a group, came to the conclusion that many people today see laws as protecting their individual 

“rights”, whereas the intention for laws (including those given to Moses on the mount) were intended 

to protect the whole of society.  We realize that separate laws cannot be created for everybody, but 

that laws, on the whole, protect the communities we live in.  Just like Jesus’ outlook on salvation was 

not so much of an individual thing, but that the people as a whole (the nation of Israel) would be saved 

through God’s love. 

I guess that when it comes down to the bare-bones of who we aim to protect, it is not “you”, or “me”, 

but “us” – all of us that we look out for.  I happen to believe that is still the case, that we look to better 

the whole community in which we live, not just what is better for me. 

Peace,    

Pastor Barry 

Pastor’s Message  (continued) 

Highlights 

 

Black Earth  

Field Days Parade 
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Highlights   (continued) 

227 Quilts are Packed and Ready to Ship! 

LWR distributed its first quilts in 1945 to 
families in war-torn Europe following the 
Second World War. Within a decade, the 
ministry was reaching around the globe to 
villages far removed from the world’s 
attention.  

Today, an average of 
300,000 quilts are lovingly 
given worldwide each year. 

 

 

 

 

 

Free Frozen Soup! 

We have unused bags of frozen soup that need to go.  We gave some to the food pantry last 
month and still have some left.  We need the space in the freezer to prepare for the Mission 
Take Out Dinner.  Help yourself!  It is in the freezer in the Gathering Place.   
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Take Out Dinner— Meatballs and Lefse 

 

Get involved in our  

2021  

Mission Take Out Dinner Preparations 

 

Friday, September 17th—Potatoes 

Saturday, September 18th—Lefse 

 

Friday, September 24th—Potatoes 

Saturday, September 25th—Lefse 

 

Saturday, October 23rd—Meatball Making 

Saturday, October 30th—Gravy Making 

 

         Saturday, November 13th 9am-1pm—Take Out Dinner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please let them know you are going to help: 
Lefse:     Janet Castle     833-7019 jancastle7@gmail.com 

Meatballs and Gravy:      Kris and Peter Antonie    767-2641 pantonie@msn.com 

Take Out Dinner  Paul Dybdahl  767-3201 paul@dybdahldesign.com 

    Patty Herrling      798-2268 pherr@aol.com 

 

 

Thank you!  It takes a lot of us to make this day a success. 

All times are listed on our website calendar. 

Which Days  

Are You 

Available  

To Help? 
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Mission Project—SEPTEMBER & OCTOBER 

Vermont Lutheran Take Out  

Saturday, November 13th   
9am -1pm pick up 

We are pleased to announce that you may order lefse and meatballs in gravy for home use this year!  With 
the realities of the pandemic and declining number of volunteers to put on our Lutefisk Dinner, Vermont Lu-
theran Church has decided to begin holding an annual mission fundraiser selling these products.  The meat-
balls and lefse will be produced and frozen in the church kitchen following CDC guidelines for your safety.  
Orders will be filled “first come, first served” and limited to 150 bags of lefse and 180 quarts of meatballs.  You 
may order the products by completing the form below:  

Mail this form with your check payable to: Vermont Lutheran Church 
9886 Vermont Church Road 
Black Earth, Wisconsin 53515 

Sorry, no orders postmarked after October 9, 2021 

Pick up your order at Vermont Lutheran Church on Saturday, November 13, 2021 between 9am and 1pm.  If 
you would like curbside pick-up, please pull up by the kitchen door between the church and the Gathering 
Place, call the church at (608) 767-3312, give your name and someone will bring the order out to you. 

Check out our Facebook Page:  https:www.facebook.com/VermontLutheran 

 

 

Name:          

Street:          

City:        St:   Zip:    

Phone:               

Email address:             

 

Lefse:    #_____ bags (limit 2 per household)  @ $15 = __________ 

Each bag with 12 pieces  

Meatballs: #_____ quarts (limit 2 per household)  @ $20 = __________ 

     Each quart holds 12 meatballs in gravy 

 

Total Enclosed:        $ ___________  
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Sunday, September 4-10 (B) – Mark 7:24-37 

Living in Christ:  Trust 

Focus Question:  How do my actions reflect my trust in Jesus? 

word of life   

“She came and bowed down at his feet.  Now the woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin.  
She begged him to cast the demon out of her daughter.”  Mark 7 25-26 (NRSV) 

 

Read Mark 7:24-37 

After the feeding of the five thousand and extraordinary acts of healings, Jesus could not travel without 
being noticed.  Wherever he went, people heard about him and made great efforts to find him.  

1. How did Jesus keep going with all the stresses of being a public figure? 

2. Why didn’t Jesus turn people away and rest? 

 

The story found in Mark 7 describes a Syrophoenician woman who left her ill daughter to come and ask for healing.  
This woman bows down, begging for Jesus to heal her daughter. There is a pause in the action of the story as the Gospel 
writer points to the Gentile roots of this woman. 

3. What difference might it make to Jesus to heal a Gentile child? 

4. What difference might it make to those observing? 

 

Before Jesus heals, he offers a mystifying response.  Jesus says, “Let the children be fed first, for it is not fair to take the 
children’s food and throw it to the dogs.”  (Mark 7:27 NRSV) 

5.   Who are the children to be fed first? 

6.   What did Jesus mean by his reference to being “fair”? Fair to whom? 

7.   How do you interpret the reference to dogs? 

This woman is not dissuaded.  She continues to beg for healing for her daughter.  Her trust is a daunting faith-filled direct response.  

“Sir, even the dogs under the table eat the children’s crumbs.” (Mark 7:28 NRSV)  This woman doesn’t need much.  She knows even 

a morsel from the healing powers of Jesus will be sufficient.   

     8.  What might a crumb from Jesus look like? 

    9.  How does one obtain such deep trust in Jesus? 

Jesus is moved by this woman’s faith and heals her daughter.  The fact that she is a Gentile makes no difference.  Amazingly, this 

woman returns home to find her daughter lying on the bed, but with the illness gone.   

Then Jesus encounters a deaf man who has speech problems.  The words are simple, “Be opened.”  With those words, the man’s 

ears are opened and he begins to speak clearly. 
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Bible Study  (continued) 

10. What might it mean to be opened by Jesus? 

11. How does an open spirit relate to trust? 

 

word among us   

The youth in confirmation class were divided into pairs and given blindfolds for a trust walk.  Amid giggles and 
laughter, the blindfolds were placed on the eyes of one person while the partner prepared to guide the blindfolded person 
around the church lawn.  Some of those who were blindfolded walked carefully, unsure of the trustworthiness of their 
guides.  A few were able to walk quickly because they peeked through or under the blindfold.   

Have you ever participated in a trust walk where one person is blindfolded and led by another?   

If so, what was that experience like? 

What lessons can be learned from such an activity? 

 

Trust is a difficult trait.  It’s one thing to trust a partner while blindfolded, especially when the leader lectures the 
participants about taking care of the blindfolded person.  It is something else when we are called to place our trust in that 
which dwells outside of ourselves. 

How do you define trust? 

What are examples from the last week when you trusted someone? 

What are examples when it is wise not to trust a person? 

 

The Syrophoenician woman trusted Jesus to heal her daughter.  She believed even a small portion of Jesus healing power 
would be sufficient.  She wasn’t looking for Jesus to move a mountain or walk on water.  She simply wanted Jesus to 
restore health to her beloved daughter.  This woman believed Jesus was so powerful he could heal with the mere 
“crumbs” of his power.  

How much of the healing power of Jesus do you need today? 

At what lengths would you travel or upturn your life to seek that healing power? 

 

It was the friends of the deaf man who intervened on his behalf.  They pleaded his case.  Like the Syrophoenician 
woman, these friends knew Jesus could heal.  Jesus responded.   

Take a moment to consider friends, family, and acquaintances that are in need of healing. 

How might you serve as their advocate? 

 

Jesus’ response in healing the deaf man was simple.  “Be opened.”   Close your eyes and reflect on your own life.   

In what ways are you being called to be opened and to trust in Christ? 

How would your life change? 

What is the central message from this lesson? 

Prayer 

Christ, instill an open spirit and teach us to trust in you and you alone.  Amen 

Dig Deeper 

Isaiah 42:5-9                          last word 

         Write the word “trust” on a piece of paper. 
         Look at the word and prayerfully consider ways to trust Christ more deeply each day. 

 . 
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September 5 

Revelation 21:1-6; 22:1-5 

John 16:20-22  

 

September 12 

Creation by the Word  

Genesis 1:1—2:4a  

John 1:1-5  

 

September 19 

Binding of Isaac  

Genesis 21:1-3; 22:1-14  

John 1:29  

 

September 26 

Jacob’s Dream  

Genesis 27:1-4, 15-23;  

28:10-17  

John 1:50-51  

 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Kimberly Jaworski September 01 

Noah Grenlie September 06 

William Hanson September 06 

Barry Hoerz September 06 

Sharon Lee September 06 

Craig Mickelson September 06 

Koah Orth September 06 

Jill Dybdahl September 08 

Julie Schultz September 10 

Dale Tollefson September 11 

Heidi Lemke September 12 

Cody Amble September 13 

Peter Antonie September 13 

Kason Thronson September 13 

Jennifer Syrjamaki September 15 

Sawyer Kennedy September 16 

Joel Schultz September 16 

Susan Meigs September 19 

Patricia Herrling September 20 

Eric Haugen September 21 

Karlee Adler September 22 

Andrew Donaldson September 23 

Debbie Krebs September 25 

Karen Wildt Duhr September 26 

Laura Winchip September 28 

Michelle Danz September 29 

Jason Myers September 29 

Joanne Skalet September 29 
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ARE YOU COMING??? 
(Please sign up today) 

 

Rally Day Lunch sign-up 
We would like to get a head count for Rally Day on September 
19th after church.  If you are planning on coming, please sign your 
name on the list in the narthex.  The church will be serving a 
luncheon.   

 

Rally Day Dessert Auction  

Do you love to make desserts!  Use an old family recipe, roll some 
crusts, blend some  fruit, whip meringue, turned the ovens on and 
wait for the hand-made masterpieces to brown and bubble to an 
ever-so-perfect finish., then bring them to Vermont on September 
19th.  Sign up in the Narthex.  All desserts donated will be silent 
bid auctioned. 

News 

September 19th 

Church Council Meeting July 19, 2021 

Pastor’s Report 

none submitted 

 

 

Vermont Building and Property Report - August 
 

Summer Projects Accomplished: 
 
Locksmith replaced broken key lock in Gathering Place door 
Weeds have been sprayed on the pavement areas, other weed control has been ongoing by spraying 
and also by manual labor! 
Staining – the steps on each side of the Church have been stained courtesy of Luke Herrling 
Gathering Place deck has been stained with a durable stain actually containing some sand for a better 
footing surface 
Additional bush plantings around the Gathering Place 
Additional names have been added to the Legacy Fund Plaque 
 
Greg H, Larry Z 
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DRAFT 

VERMONT LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES 
August 16, 2021 

 

The August meeting of the Vermont Church Council was called to order by President Aaron Tigert at 
6:02 PM. 
The meeting took place in The Gathering Place 
 
Attendance: Aaron T, Joel F, Jamie H, Ellie B, Len S, Steve H, Lar ry Z  
 
Devotions: 
Pastor’s Report: Pastor  Barry was not present due to being on vacation  
 
Secretary’s Report: The July Minutes were presented for  approval. August Minutes pr inted and 
can be read separately 
Building and Grounds Report: Repor t was presented for  approval and is pr inted and can be 
read separately 
 
Steve made a motion to accept the two reports, Len seconded and they were approved unanimously. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Presented and is pr inted and can be viewed separately 
 
Larry made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report, Ellie seconded and it was approved 
unanimously 
 
Business Items of Discussion: 
 
Lutefisk Replacement: With the cancellation of the Lutefisk Dinner , plans are underway for  our  
first Mission fund raiser. The Lefse and Meatball Carryout Event. Pegging the carryout number at 300 
and setting the date for November 13th. The dates for lefse making and meatball and gravy preparation 
are being finalized. 
 
Garage Sale: Another  Mission fundraiser  event has been announced by Jon and Judy Urness! A 
Church Garage Sale on May 21, 2022. They are willing to chair a committee to establish this NEW 
fundraiser. Please contact them with your interest in being part of planning this event. So folks, start 
now in setting those “cherished but happy to part with” items aside for next year’s event! 
 
Adding an Additional Veterans Stone: Liz has advised the Council that there is interest in 
adding an additional stone in our Veterans Memorial Park. An approval for her to go ahead and send 
out a letter to the Congregation and additional parties describing this project was made. A motion to 
approve funds of $250 for letter writing and mailing was made by Jamie and seconded by Steve. It 
was passed unanimously. 
 
Confirmation: Confirmation scheduled for  October  31.  It appears at this time there will not be 
an incoming Confirmation Class. 
 
Sunday school: Our  talented Sunday School Coordinator , Ellie, announced that a schedule has 
been completed. It is posted in the basement and on the Church website. Also the teacher sign- up 
sheet has been disbursed to all on the volunteer list. Rally Day, Sept 19th will be the start of the SS 
year. 
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Bible Study: We are anticipating resuming Sunday Morning Bible Study in September . Lar ry 
will coordinate with Pastor Barry on the details 
 
Legacy Fund: Monies that were in individual stocks have been moved to the total stock market 
mutual fund per the committee’s request. 
 
Endowment Fund: $500 has been donated to Make-A-Wish Foundation, approved by the 
Endowment Committee. Carol Johnson, a Vermont member, is an integral part of Make-A- Wish. She 
made the request on behalf of the Foundation as part of a personal fund raising goal on her part. 
 
Vermont Church Building and Property Insurance: Steve 
and Greg have met with Church Mutual to review all of the 
coverage that we currently have. It was a very productive 
meeting with recommendations and potential changes to 
upgrade our coverage to current standards. When all is 
completed, Steve will create a summary of coverage 
and provide this interesting information to the 
Congregation. 
 
Calendar of Events: Many Memorial services, 
Celebrations of Life being planned for members who 
were not able to hold public Funerals this past 1 ½ 
years. Also weddings coming up. 
 
Strategy 2021: We began idea shar ing on Par t 
Two of our Strategy, “Where do We Want To Be.”  
Aaron will formalize some of these 
thoughts and for next month we will 
review an article that Liz provided for 
all discussing Church Growth in the 
current environment. 
 
Our next scheduled meeting is 
September 13, 2021 at 6 PM in The 
Gathering Place. 
 
Len made a motion to adjourn the 
meeting, Joel seconded, it passed 
unanimously and the meeting was 
adjourned at 7:54 PM 
 
We all joined in the saying of The 
Lord’s Prayer 
 
Submitted by Larry Ziemer, Secretary 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  

SEPTEMBER Altar Duty 
 

Pat Powers and Laura Winchip 

 
 

Monthly Financial Report 

August 2021 

 

Contributions  2021  2020  Change 

Monthly   $15,225  $11,392  $  3,833 

YTD   $96,039  $99,181  $(3,142) 

 

Operating Expenses 2021  2020  Change 

Monthly   $ 10,330  $ 8,530  $  1,800 

YTD   $91,447  $83,269  $  8,178 

 

Operating Cash 

Current Month  2021    $ 104,721 

Current Month  2020    $  90,351 

Current Month  2019    $  55,026 

August 2021 

1st 45 

8th 30 

15th 37 

22nd 37 

29th 52 
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Getting to Know Our Missions 

Housing 

Porchlight is the largest non-profit provider of affordable housing in 
Madison, with 350 units across 26 sites, ranging from single room 
occupancy (SRO) units to family units with 1-4 bedrooms.  
 
Porchlight also has housing programs that specialize in working specifically 
with Veterans and individuals with mental illness.  
 

Veterans Transitional Housing Program 

The Veterans Transitional Housing Program (VTHP) is a Grant and Per Diem collaboration with the 

Department of Veterans Affairs (VA).  Located on Spring Street, VTHP is a 24-bed, single-room 

occupancy, transitional program for single men who are military Veterans and are experiencing 

homelessness or are at risk of homelessness. 

Upon entry, VTHP staff works with the Veteran to establish an individualized service plan that 
focuses on eliminating barriers to obtaining and maintaining permanent housing in the community.  
This may include addressing physical and mental health, substance abuse recovery, assistance with 
money management, legal support, and referrals to community resources.  A case manager, peer 
specialist, and VA liaison work together to provide a continuum of services aimed at promoting 
long-term housing stability. 
 

Safe Haven 

Safe Haven is a day shelter for adults with mental illness on Madison’s east side.  Shelter guests 

have access to two meals per day, showers, laundry, bus tickets, mail, and phone services.  Safe 

Haven also provides housing-focused case management and crisis stabilization services funded 

through Medicaid.  Staff specializes in building rapport with vulnerable individuals who may not 

otherwise engage in mainstream services. 

In addition to the daytime drop-in shelter, Safe Haven has 14 single room occupancy units of 
permanent housing with case management.  These rooms are filled by individuals with mental 
illness who have used Safe Haven day services.  Residents continue to have access to day services, 
and may be connected to Porchlight’s Crisis Stabilization program in order to address acute crises 
and to promote recovery and housing stability. 
 
 
 

Men’s Emergency Shelter 

The measure to purchase the proposed site on Zeier Road for a permanent purpose

-built men’s shelter did not pass Madison’s City Council. 

See the following articles for details: 



13 

Getting to Know Our Missions  (continued) 

05/05/21 – The Cap Times: Men’s homeless shelter measure fails by one vote at Madison City 
Council 
 
05/05/21 – WI State Journal: Madison City Council fails to pass proposal for homeless men’s shelter 
near East Towne Mall 

 
DIGS Prevention Program 

Porchlight’s Dwelling Intervention Grants & Sustenance program (DIGS) provides housing-related 
emergency assistance to individuals and families in Dane County who are facing eviction and 
therefore at risk of becoming homeless.  Additionally, DIGS offers financial support to those who 
have secured affordable housing but need assistance with first month’s rent and security deposit. 
 
Street Outreach 

Porchlight’s street outreach team locates and engages with people experiencing unsheltered 
homelessness in order to connect them to emergency shelter, housing, and other services based on 
their individual needs.  Street outreach involves leaving the confines of an office setting to meet with 
participants where they are.  Porchlight’s team focuses on 
remote areas in Madison, where many participants are camping 
outside or sleeping in cars.  Because many unsheltered 
individuals are disconnected or feel alienated from mainstream 
services and supports, the team builds rapport by first providing 
participants with supplies needed to survive in the elements.  By 
meeting basic needs and gaining trust, the outreach workers are 
able to continue to work with participants to progress on other 
goals, including transitioning to permanent housing. 
 
Porchlight Products is a paid employment-training program 
that works with disabled and formerly homeless individuals 
who have struggled to return to or remain in a mainstream 
employment setting.  We employ an often-marginalized group 
to help them develop a sense of purpose, accomplishment, and 
satisfaction in their lives that contributes to their stability and 
independence. 

Trainees learn basic job skills such as proper hygiene and time 
management, as well as the skills to take raw ingredients and 
turn them into quality food products.  These products are then 
available at local stores and on the menus of area restaurants.  
Porchlight Products revenue supports Porchlight programs, and 
gives trainees a sense of pride and confidence in their abilities. 
 
The closest stores that sell these products:  Brennan’s Cellars; 
Festival Foods Hy-Vee East, West, & Fitchburg; Metcalfe’s 
Hilldale & West; Miller & Sons (Verona); Willy Street Co-
op East, West, & North  
 

https://madison.com/ct/news/local/govt-and-politics/men-s-homeless-shelter-measure-fails-by-one-vote-at-madison-city-council/article_1398e7ee-ca09-5cd8-bca7-3f7b0c95b532.html
https://madison.com/ct/news/local/govt-and-politics/men-s-homeless-shelter-measure-fails-by-one-vote-at-madison-city-council/article_1398e7ee-ca09-5cd8-bca7-3f7b0c95b532.html
https://madison.com/wsj/news/local/govt-and-politics/madison-city-council-fails-to-pass-proposal-for-homeless-mens-shelter-near-east-towne-mall/article_07b387f5-9392-5e10-961f-7ed7f3b97bc3.html
https://madison.com/wsj/news/local/govt-and-politics/madison-city-council-fails-to-pass-proposal-for-homeless-mens-shelter-near-east-towne-mall/article_07b387f5-9392-5e10-961f-7ed7f3b97bc3.html
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South-Central Synod News 

THE LIFE HE PROMISES WILL PREVAIL 

I planted a garden last summer during the pandemic. Here in Chicago, 
March and April 2020 were cold and dreary. And it snowed. All around 
us was the oppressive reality of COVID-19: the lockdown, the fear, the 
daily grim statistics of rising cases and deaths, the isolation. I longed for 
a project that would look to the future and be life-giving. A garden would 
be just the thing. 

I planted green beans and tomatoes, basil and lavender. I even planted 
raspberry canes, which turned out to be a challenge because there was 
a run on them—everybody must have been planting their own patch of 
Eden. I also planted petunias for a splash of color. When all was in, I 
admired the colors and waited for vegetables to grow. 

With human beings in quarantine, the rest of creation had a chance to breathe and thrive. The smog 
had abated so much in India that people could see the Himalayas for the first time in decades. Pen-
guins roamed the streets of Cape Town, South Africa, and mountain goats strolled through towns in 
Wales. I heard coyotes howling at night in my urban neighborhood. Rabbits and squirrels had the 
run of the place. At first this was a welcome sign of life flourishing despite the pandemic. But soon 
the rabbits and squirrels became brazen, and they turned their attention to my garden. 

The squirrels chewed the raspberry canes down to a nub. The rabbits treated my petunia bed and 
green beans like an all-you-can-eat salad bar. Just as the tomatoes were beginning to rip- en, 
the squirrels took them right off the vine. It was maddening. I tried all kinds of deterrents—
Tabasco sauce mixed with dish soap, chunks of Irish Spring soap tied to stakes, constant 
vigilance—all to no avail. I even considered the possibility of an air rifle, but I’m pretty sure 
that there is an ordinance prohibiting the discharge of weapons in the city limits. 

Eventually I came to believe that the rabbits and squirrels had formed an unholy alliance and were 
organizing against me. My suspicions were confirmed when I found tiny copies of Watership 
Down (the rabbit liberation manifesto) tucked in the bushes. All that was standing by the end of the 
season was the lavender, which I found remarkable because I was sure they would have taken the 
opportunity to fashion little wreathes to adorn their burrows and nests. To add insult to injury, the 
rabbits kept producing more little bunnies. They were adorable! Darn it! 

I planted a garden this summer. Green beans, tomatoes, lavender, basil, zucchini, sage, rosemary 
and thyme. Flowers will follow soon. The rabbit and squirrel populations are robust, and it doesn’t 
help that my husband feeds the squirrels and has given them names. I thought about constructing a 
garden compound topped with razor wire, but I’m not going to do that. I will try the traditional meth-
ods of Tabasco sauce, dish soap, Irish Spring soap and vigilance. I will also place some fencing 
around the green beans and tomatoes. And I will hope. 

Legend has it that Martin Luther once said: “If I knew that the world were to come to an end tomor-
row I would plant an apple tree today.” This is a powerful statement of faith in the God who brought 
again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ. This is the confidence that, when “he will come again in 
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end” (Nicene Creed), God will 
restore all of creation and this will be a good end. 

This is the faith which declares that through pandemics, droughts, floods, famine, deadly bigotry, 
war, all the death-dealing things in nature and the human heart, life—the abundant life that Jesus 
promises—will prevail. 

Plant something in the summer.   Taken from The Living Lutheran August 1, 2021 

https://www.livinglutheran.org/2020/05/im-a-lutheran/
https://www.livinglutheran.org/tag/covid-19/
https://www.livinglutheran.org/tag/martin-luther/
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South-Central Synod News (continued) 
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I               Call or email 

 

 

 

 

             to 

       

        Jan Cowan - 767-4616 -  jancowan@tds.net 
        Kay Rettenmund - 767-2328 - rett@tds.net.  

Visit Vermont’s Website:  

www.vermontlutheran.org 

Password:  God’sWork 

 

Log on to see all Vermont  

news and pictures!   

  

October Newsletter  
articles are due  
September 24th 

to Elizabeth Herrling at 
vermont_church@tds.net 

Vermont Lutheran Church 

9886 Vermont Church Road 
Black Earth, WI   53515 

Telephone (608) 767-3312 
 

E-mail address:  Vermont_Church@tds.net 
Website:   vermontlutheran.org 

It is our time to build a legacy 

Become a member of the Legacy Fund.  Members of the Legacy Fund come from all walks of life 
and are united by a desire to preserve our beautiful Church and Cemetery. 
Vermont Lutheran Church owns and maintains a cemetery, historic church building and Gathering 
Place with a hilltop viewscape. Christian stewardship involves the faithful management of all the 

gifts God has given us, including accumulated, inherited and appreciated resources. Therefore, 
we created the Legacy Fund to encourage, receive and administer these gifts. 

Our goal is to generate a Legacy Fund of $1 Million dollars, or more. 

Through receipt of bequests, grants and/or gifts, contributions to the Legacy Fund and investment 
growth will serve two very important purposes now and into the future: 

 To purchase neighboring land for expansion of the cemetery; and/or 

 Provide funds for future maintenance of the cemetery and/or building and grounds needs of 
the Church. 

 
Any legacy member whose contribution totals $1,000 or more will be recognized with a brass 
plate on a prominently displayed plaque. Annual meeting reports will include all the names of 
those individuals who made a contribution of any amount that year. 


