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HE MESSENGER 

 

Vermont Lutheran Church’s Mission Statement: 

Christians Actively Reaching Out Experiencing Christ and Spreading His Word 

From Pastor Barry’s Desk .  . 

  

 

Greetings and blessings to all our brothers and sisters in Christ. 

The war in Ukraine continues to appall us.  Divisions on a national scale 
frustrate us.  Tempers flare, our “hackles” are raised, and we begin to define 
ourselves not by who we are, but what we are against.  And then, a person 
looked up to on a global degree, such as Will Smith did what he did in front 
of a live studio audience on a nationally-watched television show.  And our 
hearts break a little more. 

When we set these visions on top of what we observe during this time of year 
in the church, it seems like nothing has changed much in thousands of years.  
God must be weeping. 

We believe that Jesus suffered punishment and crucifixion at the hands of a 
mob and some temple leaders because he was making them frightened.  
Years and years of going by in which many lived by the model of “an eye for 
an eye, and a tooth for a tooth”, and then Jesus was there telling the people 
that there was another way to please God and for us to get along.  When it 
came to ownership of land, it was especially thought “might was right” 
because it indicated being in favor with God, but then hearing someone tell 
us that riches were a burden, not a favor, and being mighty meant that we had more responsibility to 
care for the more vulnerable… Well, it wasn’t looked upon with the kind of hopeful admiration Jesus 
had lived for. 

And again, today, we show that we are still struggling with these issues.  It still is so much easier to 
smack someone than to say to them, “I love you brother, but what you 
have done hurts me deeply.” It is so much easier to bomb innocent people 
than to get along with those we disagree with and “live and let live.”   

Killing people is something we witness all the time – read the paper, 
watch the news…  It doesn’t matter what your political views are, we 
cannot ignore the fact that people are getting killed in our streets for no 
good reason… as if there would be a good reason for killing somebody…   

But for the love of all things good, we have to believe in our very hearts 
that violence has never been a good way to solve anything.  Death and 
killing has never brought about peace and made people to realize that 
what they were doing was wrong.  No one, at hearing the news of the 
death of a friend, or someone they looked up to, said to themselves, “Hey, 
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you know, maybe I was wrong and ought to love people more.”  No one, upon seeing the gas 
chambers in Auschwitz has said to themselves, “You know, this was a fabulous way to enlighten folks 
and make things better for people.”  Why?  Because violence doesn’t work that way. 

My parents taught me that love was the most powerful thing on earth; more powerful than the 
mightiest body-builder, more powerful than any nuclear bomb.  When we act in love and respect 
toward one another, things often take time, but the end is a positive, helpful thing.  Slapping someone, 
stabbing someone, shooting someone – these are all things done out of frustration and anger.  Hostility 
is a temporary, fleeting feeling, and acting on that temporary feeling never forms a final solution. 

Thankfully, Jesus had divine resources, turning his sacrificing himself into being an example for 
others so that no more needed to die. In fact, through this act of love, we all can live. Thanks to the 
God of love!  

 

Pastor Barry  

Pastor’s Message  (continued) 

 at 9:30am   at 7pm                at 1pm       at 9:30am  

              Community Service 

          ELC Mt Horeb   

 4/10/2022   4/14/2022      4/15/2022      4/17/2022 
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NEWS—Planning your Easter Celebration 

Easter Children's Prayer  

God made you and God made me, 

He made the world for us to see. 

God loves you and long ago, 

He sent his Son to tell us so. 

Jesus showed us many things, 

To love and share and dance and sing. 

To learn and pray, to help and care, 

He promised he'd always be there. 

He died but then came back to life, 

Let's celebrate for he's alive! 

Amen. 

— Author Unknown 

Plant an Easter Garden! 

Using potting soil, a tiny buried flower pot 
for the tomb, shade grass seed (sprouts in 
7-10 days so plan ahead),  some flowers 
and/or succulents and crosses made from 
twigs. 

 

Keep the  soil 
moist  using a 
spray bottle.  
Sprits it several 
times a day.   

Set it in a warn 
sunny location. 

 

The tomb is 
EMPTY! 

He is Risen!  He is Risen indeed! 

What is Holy Week? 

Holy Week, also known as Passion Week, includes the 
final days the Bible records of Jesus’ life, death, burial, 
and resurrection. 
 

What is Palm Sunday? 

Palm Sunday is named for the way people welcomed 
Jesus into Jerusalem, placing palm branches on the road 
as a sign of honor because He was the king they had 
been waiting for (John 12:12-19). 
 

What is Holy Thursday? 

Holy Thursday, also known as Maundy Thursday, is 
traditionally considered the day Jesus ate a Passover 
Seder meal with His friends (Matthew 26:17-30). 
Maundy Thursday is named for the Latin word that 
means “command,” because of His instruction for His 
followers to “love one another,” which He demonstrated 
by serving — washing their feet (John 13:31-35). 
 

What is Good Friday? 

Good Friday is the day Jesus was betrayed, arrested, put 
on trial, crucified, and buried (Matthew 26:47-
68, Matthew 27:11-61). His friends went home, 
overwhelmed by fear and believing all was lost. 
 

What is Easter Sunday and Why is it So Important? 

Easter Sunday marks the day Jesus resurrected and 
appeared to several witnesses and His friends (Luke 
24:1-49). It’s the celebration that Jesus is alive, sin is 
defeated, and He has the power to make all things new. 

It’s why the Church exists; without the resurrection, 
Christianity crumbles. It’s the answer to the question of 
whether good will triumph over evil, if our worst 
mistakes will hold us back, and if the difficult times we 
endure are worth the effort we give. 
  
But you don’t get the resurrection without the 
crucifixion.  You don’t get the glory without the grit. 
  
We don’t get to experience the power of a changed life 
and belonging unless we go through the pain and 
suffering of what came before. Jesus made it through 
before, and He can bring us through anything we face 
today. 
  
Someone you know desperately needs that hope. You 
can give it to them. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS  

Lenten Soup Suppers        

Come join us for a Soup Supper each 
Wednesday night during Lent.  Supper is at 6pm 
with a short service following at 7pm.   

 Serving Schedule 

 April 6—Sunday School & Youth 

Game Night        

Friday, April 22 at 5:30pm 

Bring your A-game, game face, game plan, and get 
ready for friendly, competitive fun and a light 
supper. 

In order to prepare enough food, please sign up in 
the church narthex or e-mail the church office with 
the number attending. 

Church Rummage Sale  

Friday , May 20th 8am-4pm 

Saturday, May 21st 8am-2pm 

 

Keep on bringing those items.  
Donated items can left in the far 
basement of the church. 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY BIKE BREAKFAST 

June TBD, 2022 
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NEWS—Getting to Know Our Mission 

UW Carbone is committed to defeating cancer through the rapid application of groundbreaking research, prevention, and 
treatment. UW Carbone will be the driving force for research, prevention, and treatment initiatives critical to defeating cancer in 
Wisconsin and around the world. 

WHAT IS A COMPRESHENSIVE CANCER CENTER? 
The University of Wisconsin Carbone Cancer Center is proud to be the only comprehensive cancer 

center in Wisconsin, as designated by the National Cancer Institute.  

 

In 1971, the National Cancer Act called for the creation of cancer centers of excellence throughout the 

United States. The Carbone Cancer Center was established as one of the first six university -based 

comprehensive cancer centers in 1973. 

 

To gain a "comprehensive" designation (the highest ranking given by the National Cancer Institute), a 

center must meet specific criteria: 

 Strong basic laboratory and clinical cancer research and the translational research that forms the 

 bridge between them 

 Innovative cancer treatments involving clinical trials 

 Cancer prevention and control programs 

 Training and education of health care professionals 

 Cancer information services 

 Community outreach and education 

 

Renee's story: Getting back up after cancer knocks you down 

J anuary  21 ,  2021 , Madison, Wis. 

In the beginning, Renee Zemke got what every newly-diagnosed cancer patient gets: the big binder full of 
information.  It came with the usual stuff: basic definitions, locations of clinics and important phone 

numbers. But nothing in the materials could prepare her for how she’d feel after her cancer went into 

remission. 

“I didn’t get a binder to tell me, hey, you’re going to feel like absolute crap for quite a while from the after 

effects of treatment, or you’re going to be depressed, you’re going to have anxiety, you’re going to be 

afraid to have scans,” she said. “After the dust settles with cancer, you realize all the trauma that you’ve 

been through. Honestly, the aftermath is more difficult than the cancer itself.”  

It got to the point where she was afraid to tell her oncologist, Mark Albertini, MD, how badly she was 

feeling inside. That even though she was in remission, she was having thoughts of suicide. But ultimately, it 

all came out during an office visit, and she was finally able to tell him what had been on her mind for a 

while: she needed help. 

https://www.cancer.gov/research/infrastructure/cancer-centers
https://www.uwhealth.org/providers/mark-r-albertini-md
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NEWS—Getting to Know Our Mission (continued) 

What happened next would change her life forever. 

“He looked at me, set his pen down and said, ‘You realize there’s no shame in that, right?’ And in that 

moment, it was what I needed to hear, that what I was feeling was normal, that it was okay,” she said.  

With that encouragement, and help from her support group at Gilda’s Club, Zemke started talking more 

openly about the difficulties of life after cancer. She soon found that her words not only helped others in 

her shoes – it helped her when she needed it most. “Just to have the reactions that I did, the support that 

I did, it was incredible,” she said. “I found myself, and through it, I was able to heal by sharing my story.”  

Now, the 43-year-old cancer survivor says she’s found her purpose in life. Her mission is twofold: to raise 

awareness of melanoma and the importance of taking care of your skin, but also to be an advocate for 

current and future cancer survivors. And her message is clear: it’s okay to not be okay after cancer, and 

help is never far away. 

To spread that message, she’s spoken with other survivors. She’s been on the news. And in 2018, she 

gave the keynote speech at UW Carbone’s Race for Research. 

She draws on her recent and not-so-recent experiences, and leaves nothing out. She remembers the bad 

sunburns of her youth, the discovery of a golf ball-sized tumor under her skin, and the experience of 

being on a clinical trial that roughed her up – she had to stop taking the treatment early – but ultimately 

did enough to put her cancer into remission. 

Then there was the episode in 2017 where a large mass was picked up on a scan and she thought her 

cancer had returned and spread. “I thought, yeah, I’m going to die,” she said. “So I prepared myself for 

that.” 

Fortunately, it wasn’t cancer – just a ruptured appendix. But the scare was real. 

Reliving all of these experiences doesn’t exactly bring Zemke joy, but allows her to give voice to issues 

affecting many cancer survivors, as well as those whose voices have gone silent. Since her initial 

experience at Gilda’s Club, six members of her support group have passed away after their own battles 

with cancer. 

“What a damn shame if I don’t honor my friends and live,” Zemke said. “I’m going to really live every day, 

because I’d be so mad if my doctors say ‘you have cancer again’ and I have to go through all this again, and 

I had spent this time being depressed and angry.” 

Unfortunately, there’s a chance she could hear those words. Even after treatment, Zemke notes her 

cancer has a greater than 50 percent chance of recurrence. But that’s not what she chooses to focus on.  

“I say that I have a 100 percent chance that I’m going to die someday,” she says with a laugh. “So I try not 

to look at the number but I try to look at my purpose in life. I fought like hell to be able spend my time 

wisely.” 

While Zemke doesn’t know what tomorrow will bring, she knows that if her message connects with at 

least one person who is struggling post-cancer, it will all have been worth it. 

NOTE: If you are experiencing thoughts of suicide, help is available. Call the National 

Suicide Prevention Lifeline at 800-273-8255. 

https://www.carbonesrace.org/
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April 3  

Jesus Condemned 

John 19:116a 

Psalm 146 

 

April 10 (Palm Sunday) 

The Crucified Messiah 

John 19:16b-22 

Psalm 24 

 

April 14 (Maundy Thursday) 

Jesus’ Last Words 

John 19:23-30 

Psalm 26:3 

 

April 15 (Good Friday) 

Jesus the Passover Lamb 

John 19:31-42 

Psalm 31:9-18 

 

April 17 (Easter) 

Resurrection 

John 20:1-18 

Psalm 118:21-29 

 

April 24 

Thomas 

John 20:19-31 

Psalm 145:13-21 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS 

Margaret Humphrey April 03 

Karsten Haugen April 05 

Mary Nelson April 10 

Raegan Tigert April 10 

Janelle Dyreson April 12 

Thomas Watkins April 14 

Brenda Barsness April 19 

Marlene Ludolph April 19 

Jerry Howery April 20 

Noah King April 26 

Jack Haugen April 28 
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Church Council Meeting March 17, 2022 

Pastor’s Report 

Baptisms  -- 0  Weddings – 0  Funerals   – 0 

 

Greetings in the name of Jesus the Christ, amen! 

 

It certainly has been wonderful to meet in person and worship in person once again!  So many little changes 
have taken place, and it is nice to catch up on peoples’ lives once again. 

 

We are back to a full worship service as well, with chanting and using the whole service from the ELW – we 
even had a return of the choir last Sunday, and are looking forward to their presence in Sundays to come. 

 

Wednesdays have seen the return of Lenten services once again in the Gathering Place, and along with those 
come the return of Soup Suppers as well!  It’s amazing what sitting down and eating with friends and 
neighbors can do for one’s soul!  The difference in Lenten worship services – being more informal – is also a 
nice addition, along with a series on “Overheard Conversations” from people who were part of the Passion 
Story.  It gives us some other perspectives to think about as we ponder the last week of life for Jesus and the 
disciples. 

 

Also, Sunday School has returned to holding Sunday morning classes, and it is so much fun to see the 
children’s faces on Sunday mornings – both for the Children’s Sermon during church, and for their energetic 
faces at the Fellowship Hour following the service! 

 

The quilters are back in service once again as well, though I’m not sure that they ever “stopped” … It’s more 
of a case of bringing the labor back into the church rather than in peoples’ homes.  Whatever the case, it is fun 
to hear the laughter and good times taking place once again in the church basement! 

 

Because of the lifting of restrictions on mask wearing, the use of masking-up is optional at VLC, as we see a 
change from the COVID status from pandemic to epidemic.  Doesn’t sound like much of a positive step to 
some, but it means a great deal of freedom to a lot of people. 

 

Plans continue to be underway for the future of VLC.  I have been talking with Joe Ellis about our updates for 
our sound system, and am confident that those will be underway shortly.   I have also been in correspondence 
with The Promise Band about their coming to provide another polka service for us at the end of September 
sometime.  They were to meet this week, so I am hoping to hear back from my contact very soon. 

 

On Tuesday, I took a walk-about on our new land (with this beautiful weather of sunny and 50o+, how could I 
not take advantage?).  We are certainly blessed to have this new property.  I cannot wait to experience some of 
the proposed plans coming to fruition as we are enabled to further celebrate the wonderful joys of creation that 
surround us! 

 

Until next month, let us pray for the people experiencing devastation in Ukraine, that God might shelter them 
with love and protection. 

 
Peace!  Pastor Barry 
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We envision

Draft 

VERMONT LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES 
 

3/17/2022  

 
6:05 call to order.    
 
Attendance:  PB, Aaron T, Wade, Deb, Melissa, Steve, Ellie, Jamie.  Missing Carol and Joel.  All 
members attended in person.  
 
Devotions:  PB spoke about the horrors in Ukraine and it’s impact.   He offered a prayer for peace.  
 
Pastor’s report, secretary’s report, treasurers report- all approved.  However, I did not record who 
offered first and second motions but the votes were unanimous to accept.   (Aaron did you record 
firsts, etc?) Treasurers report:   Details are available.  VLC continues to have a healthy cash 
reserve.  Steve mentioned that he is working with Liz to consolidate memorial funds with minimal 
balances to reduce the number of funds on the church books.  
 
Old business: 
Election- A slate for the offices was not presented.  Aaron advised the members that a paper ballot 
would be cast for each office.  Election results: 
President-Aaron Tigert 
VP- Debbie Krebs 
Secretary- Ellie Boebel 
Treasurer- Steve Holzhueter  

Council elected Wade Winchip and Leonard Schaub as representatives to Legacy.    
 
Rescheduling items:    

 4/22- Game Night at 5:30.  A light supper will be available.   Aaron and PB are championing the 
event for a fun night of fellowship and games.  Jamie H and Debbie K are coordinating the meal.  
Bring friends!   

 June- date TBD.  Bike breakfast.   This event will happen, details to follow after April meeting.  
Aaron championing.  

 
 
New business 
Land acquisition- wheat is planted and has started to sprout.   Grand opening will be in conjunction 
with Rally  Day 9/18. 
 
Sound system- upgrade was previously approved.   PB had been working with the vendor.  The 
equipment is being ordered.   Updated quote is $11000.   Payment coming from undesignated fund.  
 
Next meeting is 4/21 @6:00pm.   
 
Adjournment-motion made by Ellie and seconded by Aaron. Adjourned at 7:18pm. 
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March Attendance 2022 
6th 56 

13th  40 

20th  35 

27th  42 

 
 

Monthly Financial Report 

March 2022 

 

   Contributions      Operating Expenses   

  20 22  2021  Change  2022  2021  Change 

Monthly  $ 12,633  $ 11,687   $    945  $ 14,649   $ 10,796  $  3,853 

YTD  $ 31,224  $ 33,411  $  (2,187) $ 37,734  $ 34,293  $  3,441 

      Operating Cash   

    2022  2021  2020 

  Current Month $  220,959 $ 106,292 $    59,286 

 
 

THANK YOU!! 

Vermont Lutheran Church has been busy giving to those in need this month. 

 $6,470 Lutheran World Relief  for Ukraine Relief :  $4,470 member 

donations; $1,000 Endowment  Fund and $1,000 Cemetery Fund.  Every dollar was 
matched!!!! For a grand total of $12,940. 

 $1,000 Special Olympics Wisconsin from the Endowment Fund 

Throughout Wisconsin, Special Olympics organize and fund sports training and 
competitions for 8,447 individuals with intellectual disabilities. These athletes 
belong to local teams within their communities. There are more than 160 local 
programs in Wisconsin. Our vision is that sport will open hearts and minds 
towards people with intellectual disabilities and create inclusive communities 
across Wisconsin. Globally, we strive to end discrimination against people with ID. 
On average is costs $814 to support one athlete for a year.  

APRIL Altar Duty 
Denise Boehnen &  

Patty Herrling 



12 

ELCA NEWS 

ELCA World Hunger’s 40 Days of Giving 
Lent 2022 

Week 1: Journey in the Wilderness 
“A wandering Aramean was my ancestor” 

(Deuteronomy 26:5) 

 

Read 
 Deuteronomy 26:1-11 

 Psalm 91:1-2, 9 -16 

 Romans 10:8b-13 

 Luke 4:1-13 

 

1 Reflect 
2 We have a curious set of readings for this first Sunday of Lent. Biblical scholars believe that 
Deuteronomy 26:5-10 is a script for someone making an offering of what was called the “first 
fruits,” a religious practice for farming communities. Following the first harvest that the Israelites 
reaped in the Promised Land, they were to gather a basket of select produce from the fields and 
carry it to the priest. When the priest laid the basket at the altar, the person making the offering 
would then say the following: 

3 A wandering Aramean was my ancestor; he went down into Egypt and lived there as an alien, few in number, and 
there he became a great nation, mighty and populous. When the Egyptians treated us harshly and afflicted us, by 
imposing hard labor on us, we cried to the Lord, the God of our ancestors; the Lord heard our voice and saw our 
affliction, our toil, and our oppression. The Lord brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, 
with a terrifying display of power, and with signs and wonders; and he brought us into this place and gave us this 
land, a land flowing with milk and honey. So now I bring the first of the fruit of the ground that you, O Lord, have 
given me (Deuteronomy 26:5-10). 

4 These verses fit well with this somber season. Lent is, if nothing else, a time of 
looking backward and a time of looking forward. In its 40 days, we remember how far we 
have fallen short of the glory of God. In it, too, we look ahead with longing to the breaking 
of the Easter dawn and the unveiling of the promise of God, who by grace offers us a 
future we could never earn. 

5 With Lenten memory, we recall the journey of our biblical ancestors, the Hebrews led 
by God from slavery to freedom through generations in the wilderness, and we too reflect 
on what being descendants of oppressed slaves whom the Lord brought “out of Egypt 
with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm” means for us today. The formulaic verses of 
Deuteronomy recall this history, reminding the worshiper with their produce just how far 
God has carried God’s people, from the “wandering Aramean,” Jacob, through Egypt, 
and to a new life and new covenant with God. 

6 The danger inherent in this journey from Egypt to the Promised Land is difficult for us 
to capture today. Even without the threat of Pharoah’s army, to wander in the wilderness 
without permanent shelter, a stable source of fresh water or the means to grow food 

https://blogs.elca.org/worldhunger/files/2022/03/1.png


13 

 ELCA NEWS (continued) 

meant risking death from all sides. The lament of the people is understandable. They cry 
out to Moses, “If only we had died by the hand of the Lord in the land of Egypt … for you 
have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger” (Exodus 
16:3). The Hebrews, led by Moses, were dependent on God’s response to their 
complaint: manna, a bread-like substance, rained down at night to fill them. 

7 For our ancestors, the wilderness may have seemed like a trial to be endured and, if 
lucky, survived. 

8 Perhaps that trial isn’t as hard for us to relate to that trial as it might seem. How often 
do we experience life as having more risks than rewards or more trials than triumphs? 
With rates of hunger around the world skyrocketing during the COVID-19 pandemic, 
natural and unnatural disasters wreaking havoc, and conflict uprooting lives, the world 
can often feel like a wilderness to be endured and, if lucky, survived. 

9 The witness of our biblical ancestors is critical for us during Lent. The history recalled 
in the ceremony of the offering of the “first fruits” in Deuteronomy reminds us of two 
important truths as we begin this season. The first truth is that God is not the source of 
suffering. Even as the wandering Hebrews saw their time in the wilderness, at times, as a 
grueling test administered by an exacting God, it was God who journeyed with them. God 
responded to their cries with sustenance and protection that enabled them to survive. 

10 The second truth might best be summed up in the popular quote from J.R.R. Tolkien’s 
The Fellowship of the Ring: “Not all those who wander are lost.” Even when the way 
seemed uncertain for Jacob, the “wandering Aramean,” he was never alone as he sought 
a land to call his own. God was leading him somewhere as surely as God had greater 
things in store for the Hebrews than a mere flight from Egypt. 

11 These truths lie at the foundation of the church’s witness today — even as so many of 
our neighbors face the uncertainty of survival in a world where as many as 811 million 
people are undernourished. In the Chiredzi District of Zimbabwe, Emma Mangwende 
gives voice to this uncertainty when she wonders, in her words, “how to survive as an old 
lady looking after seven grandchildren.” 

12 What would being grounded in these truths look like for us — a church accompanying 
neighbors with challenges like Emma’s? 

13 We can start by responding to the realities of hunger and poverty now and working 
with companions and partners with a vision for the future. In Zimbabwe, Lutheran 
Development Services (LDS) embodies this vision, working with Emma and other 
residents of the Chiredzi District to implement new models of farming that conserve 
water, preserve soil and increase yields. This work reflects the LDS vision of 
“transformed, robust and resilient communities living a just, peaceful and dignified life 
manifesting God’s love.” It is a testament to the two truths revealed in the story of God’s 
journey with God’s people in the readings for this Lent. 

14 As we respond to hunger in the world, we do so knowing that God has provided 
abundantly to meet our every need, even as inequities and injustice prevent so many of 
our neighbors from enjoying the fruits of God’s creation. Our response — and our Lenten 
confession of the ways we have fallen short in responding — bear witness to the truth 
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ELCA NEWS (continued) 

Ukraine Response: 
Lutheran Disaster Response is accompanying our companions in Ukraine, Hungary, Poland, Romania 
and Slovakia, as well as such ecumenical partners as Lutheran World Federation and Church World 
Service, in their humanitarian responses to the crisis. These partners provide refugees with immediate 
support and supplies such as food, blankets, water and hygiene kits. Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton 
has joined other religious leaders from Europe and around the globe in issuing an interfaith call for 
peace in the region. 

What you can do: 
Pray: 
Please pray for those in Ukraine, Russia and neighboring countries that have been affected by the cri-
sis in Ukraine. May God's healing presence give them peace and hope in their time of need. 

Give: 
Your gifts designated for “Eastern Europe Crisis Response” will be used entirely (100%) to provide 
support for people impacted by conflict in the region. 

that inequities ought not to be. Amid risk and uncertainty, the work of neighbors such as 
Emma and LDS and of congregations in the United States and around the world is a 
testament that, even now, God is giving life to a promise of “a land flowing with milk and 
honey,” a world in which hunger and poverty will be no more. 

15 This Lent we look back, remembering the ways God has been with us in our journey, 
and we look forward, longing for the fulfillment of God’s Easter promise. And we work, 
trusting that the God of our wandering ancestors is being revealed still today in our 
neighbors as we find our way through the 
wilderness together. 

Ask 
1. Think of a time when a situation seemed particularly uncertain or challenging. In what ways was 

God present with you? 

2. How might the church’s work alongside people facing hunger and poverty bear witness to God’s 
promise for the future? 

3. Imagine you had to rewrite the offering prayer from Deuteronomy 26:5-10. What would you 
include? What moments or events from your life or the life of your community would be part of 
your prayer? 

How does (or should) being descendants of “a wandering Aramean” such as Jacob shape the 

work of the church today? 

Pray 
God of our yesterdays and tomorrows, you guided our ancestors through the wilderness to 
freedom, a new home and a future with promise. Turn our hearts toward our neighbors who face 
uncertainty, insecurity and risk today. Inspire within us compassion for their needs, gratitude for 
their gifts and a holy yearning for justice, that all may experience safety, security and hope in our 
world today. In your name, we pray, amen. 

Learn more and follow ELCA World Hunger’s 40 Days of giving throughout Lent by 
visiting ELCA.org/40days. 

https://www.elca.org/News-and-Events/8131
https://www.elca.org/News-and-Events/8131
https://community.elca.org/eastern-europe-crisis-response
https://community.elca.org/40days
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Samaritan’s Purse NEWS 

Emergency Field Hospital Airlifted to Besieged Ukraine 

 
The world continues to be horrified by images of death and destruction coming out of Ukraine, a 

catastrophe we have not witnessed in Europe since the Second World War. The needs are 

desperate and today we airlifted a 30-bed Emergency Field Hospital on our DC-8 cargo plane. 

 

The hospital can serve 100 

patients a day and has an ICU, 

emergency room, pharmacy, and 

operating theater where we can 

perform up to 15 surgeries daily. 

Many civilian deaths and injuries 

have been reported already, and 

casualties are expected to 

increase as the fighting rages. 

 

Members of our Disaster 

Assistance Response Team 

(DART)—including doctors, 

nurses, and logistics and set-up 

personnel—are also onboard the 

DC-8 and will join dozens of our 

staff already helping some of the more than 1 million refugees who’ve fled the carnage to 

neighboring countries. We also will send two outpatient health clinics—equipped to treat 200 

patients a day—on an additional flight next week, and we are preparing to distribute 20 tons of 

food inside cities under siege. Throughout this response we will continue to work with our more 

than 3,200 church partners in Ukraine, many of which were distributing Operation Christmas 

Child shoeboxes as conflict erupted. 

 

Please pray earnestly for the people of Ukraine and that God will soon bring peace. Now is the 

time to remember what Jesus told us: "These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may 

have peace. In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the 

world" (John 16:33). 

 

I invite you to listen to our latest On the 

Ground podcast for a behind-the-scenes 

look at our response. I think you'll be 

moved by what you hear as our teams rush 

to provide help in Jesus' Name. 

Special Ukraine Podcast 

https://ontheground.samaritanspurse.org/2022/03/02/ukraine-crisis-behind-the-scenes-as-the-response-develops/?utm_source=FY22UkraineResponseEmail1B&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=m_YUKR-22E2&utm_content=mso-podcast-link-button
https://links.samaritanspurse.mkt5705.com/ctt?ms=MzQxNTYzMTIS1&kn=6&r=MTg0ODU2NDkyNzk0S0&b=0&j=MjE0MzI0MjA2NgS2&mt=1&rt=0
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I               Call or email 

 

 

 

 

             to 

       

        Jan Cowan - 767-4616 -  jancowan@tds.net 
        Kay Rettenmund - 767-2328 - rett@tds.net.  

Visit Vermont’s Website:  

www.vermontlutheran.org 

Password:  God’sWork 

 

Log on to see all Vermont  

news and pictures!   

  

May Newsletter  
articles are due  

April 28th 

to Elizabeth Herrling at 
vermont_church@tds.net 

Vermont Lutheran Church 

9886 Vermont Church Road 
Black Earth, WI   53515 

Telephone (608) 767-3312 
 

E-mail address:  Vermont_Church@tds.net 
Website:   vermontlutheran.org 

It is our time to build a legacy 
 

Become a member of the Legacy Fund. Members of the Legacy Fund come from all walks of life and are 
united by a desire to preserve our beautiful Church, Cemetery and adjoining land. Vermont Lutheran Church 
owns and maintains a cemetery, historic church building, Gathering Place and 115 acres of adjacent land 
with a hilltop viewscape. Christian stewardship involves the faithful management of all the gifts God has 
given us, including accumulated, inherited and appreciated resources. Therefore, we created the Legacy 
Fund to encourage, receive and administer these gifts.  

Our goal is to generate and maintain a Legacy Fund of $1 Million dollars, or more. Through receipt of 
bequests, grants and/or gifts, contributions to the Legacy Fund and investment growth will serve three very 
important purposes now and into the future: 

 

1. Expand the cemetery and develop and maintain the adjacent land in a manner that maximizes its natural 
beauty and preserves its ecological importance; and, 

2. Provide funds to pay property taxes on the portion of the adjacent land subject to taxes; and, 

3. Provide funds for future maintenance of the cemetery and building and grounds needs of the Church. 

Any legacy member whose contribution totals $1,000 or more will be recognized with a brass plate on a 
prominently displayed plaque. Annual meeting reports will include all the names of those individuals who 
made a contribution of any amount that year. 


