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HE MESSENGER 

 

Vermont Lutheran Church’s Mission Statement: 

Christians Actively Reaching Out Experiencing Christ and Spreading His Word 

From Pastor Barry’s Desk .  . 

  

 

May God’s grace and peace be with you as we relish the season of summer in 
Wisconsin! 

I love gardening.  I don’t know if you’d call it a “passion” or “obsession”; I 
guess it would depend on who you would ask.  There’s just something about 
planting a seed or a flower in the dirt and then watching it grow as you continue 
to care for it and nourish it.  It reminds me that I have a part in the on-going 
thing called Creation.  I may not have a Garden of Eden, but I know that I am a 
part of it. imagine it. 

This is perhaps why the new land the church has acquired has been such a thrill 
for me.  It is not the feeling of ownership that we have that excites me, but it is 

the thought of the possibilities and the potential this land presents that makes me stand in awe. 

The work of those who have made this new purchase possible are to be applauded loudly.  Sure, we 
started out with the desire to have more much-needed room for our cemetery, but this project has 
grown to an undreamed of potential. 

What is more, those who have contributed to the purchase of this land have vision for the future.  
While many churches of our size and geography are witnessing downturns in their ministries, ours 
thrives!  Why? It is not because of the numbers in attendance each week in worship, nor is it the 
blessing of having so many generous people who love Vermont Lutheran.  Rather, I believe it is a 
sign of the faithfulness and foresight of the members who call Vermont Lutheran, “home”.  Moses 
had a vision of the future and that is what spurred him on.  Abraham had faith in God which promised 
him generations to come, and he pressed on despite terrific odds against 
him.  Daniel, Noah, David, Ruth, and Jesus all did the same; they took 
what was nothing but faith in a loving God, and in determination, went 
forth to do what they could do. 

Now again, the acreage north and west of Vermont Lutheran is surely no 
land of Eden, but to those who, like ancestors before us built a 
community based on faith alone, it might as well be God’s most precious 
garden.  Those who have taken our collective desires and set our path so 
clearly before us, have vision of a beautiful place of nature – filled with 
wildflower gardens and ponds and trails.  God must be smiling in heaven! 

Remember well, that this is not a one-time task.  We know that this will 
take many more people over many more years to make this dream 
possible – as well as entertain many more dreams to come.  There are 
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HIGHLIGHTS

jobs to do in preparing the land, planting seed, clearing walking trails, digging ponds, and envisioning 
what God’s garden can provide for future generations.  You can help too.  Not just financial 
donations, but labor, encouragement, planning, and even use of the land itself will be needed to keep 
this vision more than a pipe-dream. 

Some visions come in dreams.  Some visions are pointed out to us by angels passing by.  But some 
visions are simply seeing what can be, and then taking up a hoe or a shovel and making them become 
a reality. 

Thank you, thank you, thank you – to all who have seen this project of ours become the reality it is for 
us now!  How wonderful it is to be given the stewardship of this land to reflect the image of our 
Maker! 

Peace! 

Pastor Barry 

Pastor’s Message  (continued) 

Continuing costs of Legacy Prairie and Woodland 

All established costs are covered under EC3 contract thru 2023.   
Including edge forestry mowing. 

Taxes for 2022 will be similar to 2021 taxes, ($3000.00) paid by 
previous owners.   Note:  Future taxes could be less if we decide to 
enter an MFL program. 

No additional insurance is required on our new property. 

Annual work necessary after 2023: 

Mowing every two weeks 2 ½ miles of field edge trails. 14 
mowings could be done by volunteers.  If not, Joel Schultz 
would mow $150/time. 

We may want to spray crabgrass in fall, and broadleaf in spring.  
Jim Herrling has been  providing this service for the cemetery 
and will do the same for trails.   No Charge.  (Maintaining 
trails to this degree is not absolutely necessary.) 

In 2025, we might consider a prairie burn.  The fire department 
would probably do it for a donation of $500-$1000.00.  A 
private contractor would charge $3000.00.  This expense will 
occur every three or four years. 

If we sign a 25 or 50 year MFL agreement our taxes on the woods 
would be minimal.  There would also be an opportunity for 
grants.  We would need to show $10,000.00 of expenses.  If we 
hired EC3 to forestry mow or spray invasive we would pay 
$10,000.00 and get back $5000.00.   If we did the work 
ourselves and paid members $15/hr.  and if they contributed 
that back to the church we could get $10,000.00 for a 
$10,000.00 grant. 

See “OUR LEGACY” Newsletter August  2022 for more news! 

Committee Notes—Legacy 

For our July 3rd service, we had a 
special treat!  Dave Dybdahl and 
Jeannie Campbell performed a piano 
duet, Stars and Stripes Forever, using 
the same piano.  
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News  

 through August 31 
Wednesday Nights at 7pm 

 

Join us for a night of fun with a  

light dinner and some playing time. 

 

Friday, August 19th at 5:30pm 

GAME ON! 
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Mission Project 

School Supplies are on sale.   

Remember to buy your supplies for the LWR and area school kits! 

Items can be dropped off in the church narthex. 

Wisconsin Heights School 
Supplies 

 

 We will collect Supplies through September 
 

Clorox wipes 
Pencils (not a lot) 

Glue sticks (need lots) 
Kleenex 

Washable markers 
Masking tape 

Dry eraser markers (mostly 
black) 

White glues 
 

This list may be updated with time.  

School Kits Provide normalcy in times of crisis. 
In northern Iraq, many families were unable to buy school supplies for their 
children when returning to their homes after years of ISIS conflict. The students 
couldn’t complete their schoolwork; some skipped school entirely because they 
lacked basic supplies.  

Thanks to a shipment of more than 13,000 LWR School Kits, students of all 
ages received what they needed to continue their education and return to the 
normalcy of a regular school routine. As school absences decrease and 
schoolwork is completed, students are beginning to heal from the trauma of 
witnessing violence and conflict. 

We’ll Shop for you!  
Monetary donations can be given to Lavonne Clason 

before September 1st. 
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MISSION TAKE-OUT LEFSE & MEATBALLS 

Plans are beginning for our 3rd annual Mission Take-Out 
(replacing the Lutefisk Dinner).  We are now on schedule to 
hold the Annual Take-Out pick up the same day as the original 
Lutefisk Dinner, the third Saturday in October.  The schedule is 
as follows: 

 

PREP DAYS: 

Potatoes:    Lefse:     Contact: 

Friday, September 9
th      

Saturday   September 10
th 

Friday, September 16
th

    Saturday   September 17
th

  Janet Castle   833-7019 

 
Meatballs:         Gravy  

Friday, September 30
th

    Saturday, September 31
st  

Kris and Peter Antonie   767-2641 

 

EVENT DAY:  SATURDAY, OCTOBER 15
th

   

 MISSION TAKE-OUT  9am-12pm     Church Admin  767-3312 

 LEGACY PATIO & WOODLAND GRAND OPENING   Patty & Greg Herrling 798-2268 

  10:30 Blessing   

  11am Luncheon provided by the church  

 

Thank you!  It takes a lot of us to make this day a success. 

All times are listed on our website calendar. 

Mission Project 
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August 7 

Genesis 15:1-6  

Luke 12:32-40  

 

August 14 

Jeremiah 23:23-29  

Luke 12:49-56  

 

August 21 

Isaiah 58:9b-14  

Luke 13:10-17  

 

August 28 

Proverbs 25:6-7  

Luke 14:1, 7-14  

 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

Klover Schafer     &     Joanie Haugen 
 
 
 
 

August  

Bailey Lynch August 01 

Janet Castle August 02 

Maya Burton August 03 

Brady Hurner August 04 

Hannah Hurley August 06 

Tyler Johnson August 06 

Jonathan 
James Schultz August 07 

Randall Adler August 08 

Owen Danz August 13 

Isaac Lentz August 13 

Klover Schafer August 14 

Bonnie Pribbenow-Paddock August 15 

Kathy Haukoos August 20 

Terrance DeWitt August 23 

Thomas Hefty August 25 

Judy Urness August 25 

Wade Winchip August 25 

Amanda Meigs August 28 

Gary Olsen August 30 
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Vermont Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes (Draft) 

July 16, 2022 

 

 

Called to order 9:03 am 

Present:  Aaron T, Jamie H, Carol J , Melissa H, Wade W, Steve H, Ellie B 

Absent:  Joel F, Pastor  Bar ry 

 

Legacy Update:  Reviewed and updated Legacy Prair ie Grand Opening Flyer .  Deb K to send 
final details to Liz.  Thanked Wade W for regular updates on the various Legacy projects.  Work 
continues on the well, restroom facilities and patio prep and installation.  Committee is considering 
adding a sunshade or awning structure with lighting for the patio and exploring options.  Also 
exploring options for a hardy groundcover for the slope from the patio to the prairie.   

Events:  Tr ivia/game night is tentatively scheduled for  8/19.  Aaron and PB will work out final 
details. 

Treasurer Update:  Contr ibutions were down considerably in June and expenses are stable. 

Misc:  No update on sound system.  Discussed ways to continue to engage congregation.  
Council would like more specifics on Pastor’s Report on member visits and phone calls.  Discussed 
potential mid-year employee performance reviews. 

 

Adjourned 11:06 am 

 

Respectfully submitted 

Ellie Boebel, VLC Council Secretary 

.   
 
 

 

July Attendance 2022 

3rd 52 

10th 25 

17th 30 

24th 30 

31st 31 

Monthly Financial Report 

July 2022 

 

   Contributions      Operating Expenses   

  20 22  2021  Change  2022  2021  Change 

Monthly  $  13,114 $ 13,234 ($    120) $ 8,784   $   9,083  ($   299) 

YTD  $ 76,965 $ 80,814 ($  3,849) $ 83,628 $ 81,117  $   2,510 

      Operating Cash   

    2022  2021  2020 

  Current Month $  155,258 $ 106,226 $   84,649 
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Lutheran Seminary 

WHILE YOU WAIT 
 by Hollie M Holt-Woehl, 

 Vice President for Seminary Relations, Executive Director of the Luther Seminary Foundation, Luther Seminary  
January 14, 2022 

 
A few weeks ago, I waited 30 minutes in the drive-thru lane at our local pharmacy to pick up a medication. 
During that wait, I had a lot of time to think, to emote, and to reflect. For a year and a half, all of us have been 
waiting for the pandemic to be over and we are still waiting. Now, due to shortages of supplies or people, we 
find ourselves waiting for products, for food service, for someone to help. 

Tell me if you can relate to these scenarios: 
 You just took a number at the DMV and it looks like it’s going to be a while.  
 You arrived 15 minutes early to pick up your child from practice and didn’t think to grab a book.  
 There isn’t enough time to drive home between your two appointments so you have to spend half an 

hour waiting in the car.  
 The pharmacy is backed up and it will take 20 minutes to fill your prescription. 
 You’re stuck in bumper-to-bumper traffic and can’t pull out your phone.  
I’m guessing you know exactly what I’m talking about when it comes to times of waiting.  
  
So what’s your go-to activity for killing time? Do you play games on your phone? Check up on emails? Scroll 
through social media? Watch the people around you? 
  
I have noticed many of us get cranky or angry or impatient while waiting. I wanted to find a way to transform 
this waiting experience into an opportunity to pray. I decided to create a prayer guide that would be simple, 
and somewhat easy to remember, that could be put in a pocket or purse or saved on a mobile device that could 
be taken out while waiting. It is my hope to share this guide widely so that this current time of waiting may be 
transformed for everyone.  https://faithlead.luthersem.edu/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Prayer-Card.png   
 
Since prayer has a way of changing our perspective from inward to outward, the waiting times that normally 
frustrate and anger us can be transformed into times of worship and ministry as we give thanks and lift up 
the needs of others to God.  
  
I hope this prayer card gives you one small way to help you make the most of it each and every day.  
 

https://faithlead.luthersem.edu/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Prayer-Card.png
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 Gather Magazine 

Under a quilt 
07/18/2022 | Life 

 

That was where the magic happened 
By Mary Dixon 

 
THE WOMEN IN MY FAMILY have always used needlework to share their Christian faith and 
love with others. My maternal grandmother, Ella (or “GrandElla,” as I called her), and my mother 
taught me needlework of all kinds. My mother was a wonder with a needle, as were most of her 
eight sisters. 
 
As early as I can remember (the early 1950s), everything began under the quilting frame. 
 
The frame was brought down from the ceiling for all to sit around. Then a charity quilt would be 
loaded onto the frame. As a small child, I would sit under the frame, playing, when the quilting 
started. That was where the magic happened. This was the side where the stitches made the foun-
dation. Each quilting bee would start another foundation: Bible study. Then there would be tea and 
coffee, cookies, cakes and all sorts of great things, including stories and prayer requests. 

https://www.gathermagazine.org/category/life/
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Gather Magazine (continued) 

 
My GrandElla hosted a church women’s quilting bee twice a month at her home. My mother was a 
faithful member of the bee. 
 
Working together, the women made sturdy, practical, keep-you warm quilts that would go to fami-
lies with whom the Methodist church did social care. 
 
As I watched, fingers with thimbles worked the stitches. 
 
Feet kept time to music—mostly church music. Hose, held with bands, rolled up their legs above 
sturdy, black shoes for the older women and small, practical heels for the younger women. My 
side of the quilt, the underside, was the plain side, but without the underside, there could be no 
beauty to behold on the top side. 
 
My GrandElla explained that faith was like a quilt. A good sturdy foundation on the underside 
kept the top, seen by all, beautiful. 
 
I made my first quilt when I was 10 or so. GrandElla and my mother guided me and always made 
sure my underside was a good foundation. They also taught me to be faithful in my work and life, 
and to share sturdy stitches as I grew. 
 
Today I still love quilting for pleasure and the joy of helping others through creating Lutheran 
World Relief Mission Quilts and other charity quilts. I think of the faithful women in my family 
each time I work the LWR quilts, and know I am carrying on a family tradition. 
 
A firm foundation, a beautiful top and love with every stitch to give warmth and hope. The times 
may have changed, but the story of giving care and love through a quilt has not. Quilting bees still 
bring people together to send quilts across the world, bringing hope and love. I cherish knowing 
that I am part of a large group of women who carry on a tradition of quilting in our churches and 
partnering with Lutheran World Relief to bring comfort and hope to many across the world. 
 
Always I am reminded of the Scripture that inspired the women in my GrandElla’s bee: “She 
opens her arms to the poor and extends her hands to the needy” (Proverbs 31:20). 
 
Mary Dixon is a former president of the ELCA Northern Texas-Northern Louisiana Synodical 
Women’s Organization. 
 
This article is from the July/August 2022 issue of Gather magazine. To read more like 
it, subscribe to Gather. 

https://www.gathermagazine.org/subscribe/
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ELCA News   

We gather under the 
theme, Embody the 
Word. There’s an 
importance in the double 
meaning of the two 
words: 

 Embody, meaning both the incarnation of Jesus Christ and the life of the church emerging 
from a pandemic. 

 Word – both meaning Jesus Christ and scripture 
Luke 24:45 states, “Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures.” We embody the 
Word, both Jesus and the scripture, by speaking it and proclaiming it. In 1522: Martin Luther’s 
translation of the New Testament made the Word accessible to the people and revolutionized 
the Christian movement worldwide. 500 years later, the call to make Jesus accessible to the 
people still exists today and as we look to the future of this church. 

The ELCA Churchwide Assembly, the primary decision-making body of the church, is a process 
of communal spiritual discernment. When the ELCA Churchwide Assembly convenes, its voting 
members meet with confidence in God’s grace around word and water, wine and bread, to 
carry on their work on behalf of the entire church. Over the course of the assembly, voting 
members: 

 Hear reports and review the work of churchwide officers, leaders and units; 
 Receive and consider proposals from synod assemblies; 
 Elect officers, board members and other leaders as specified by the constitution or bylaws; 
 Establish ELCA churchwide policy; 
 Worship together; 
 Adopt a budget; and 
 Conduct other business related to the ELCA churchwide organization. 

The 2022 Churchwide Assembly will be held on the original and ancestral homelands of the Shawnee, Miami, and Kaskaskia 
peoples. When we gather for the Churchwide Assembly this August, let us remember the Indigenous peoples and tribal nations 
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I               Call or email 

 

 

 

 

             to 

       

        Jan Cowan - 767-4616 -  jancowan@tds.net 
        Kay Rettenmund - 767-2328 - rett@tds.net.  

Visit Vermont’s Website:  

www.vermontlutheran.org 

Password:  God’sWork 

 

Log on to see all Vermont  

news and pictures!   

  

September Newsletter  
articles are due  

August 30th 

to Elizabeth Herrling at 
vermont_church@tds.net 

Vermont Lutheran Church 

9886 Vermont Church Road 
Black Earth, WI   53515 

Telephone (608) 767-3312 
 

E-mail address:  Vermont_Church@tds.net 
Website:   vermontlutheran.org 

It is our time to build a legacy 
 

Become a member of the Legacy Fund. Members of the Legacy Fund come from all walks of life and are 
united by a desire to preserve our beautiful Church, Cemetery and adjoining land. Vermont Lutheran Church 
owns and maintains a cemetery, historic church building, Gathering Place and 115 acres of adjacent land 
with a hilltop viewscape. Christian stewardship involves the faithful management of all the gifts God has 
given us, including accumulated, inherited and appreciated resources. Therefore, we created the Legacy 
Fund to encourage, receive and administer these gifts.  

Our goal is to generate and maintain a Legacy Fund of $1 Million dollars, or more. Through receipt of 
bequests, grants and/or gifts, contributions to the Legacy Fund and investment growth will serve three very 
important purposes now and into the future: 

 

1. Expand the cemetery and develop and maintain the adjacent land in a manner that maximizes its natural 
beauty and preserves its ecological importance; and, 

2. Provide funds to pay property taxes on the portion of the adjacent land subject to taxes; and, 

3. Provide funds for future maintenance of the cemetery and building and grounds needs of the Church. 

Any legacy member whose contribution totals $1,000 or more will be recognized with a brass plate on a 
prominently displayed plaque. Annual meeting reports will include all the names of those individuals who 
made a contribution of any amount that year. 


