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Legacy Prairie and Woodland Update 
By Peter Antonie 

The Legacy Fund Committee and other interested parties have been hard at work that has 
already begun to change the face of what we are calling the Legacy Prairie and Woodland. 
Much of the work on the property will begin in August after the former owners have 
harvested their winter wheat in the farm fields. But, we’ve already begun work in and near 
the church and Gathering Place. 

Here’s an aerial view of the new property as a reference: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prairie Preparation: We entered into a Continuous Cover -Crop Program (CCP) contract 
with Dane County to plant and maintain the three existing farm fields, totaling about 35 
acres, with prairie grasses and flowers. The County will pay the church approximately 
$89,000 as an upfront payment when the prairies are planted to cover our costs over the 15-
year life of the contract. Environmental Consulting Group, Inc. (EC3) was contracted with to 
purchase the seed, plant the prairies late this fall and maintain them for the next 3 years. 

EC3 will prepare the fields in early fall and plant the prairie areas in late fall. By mid-summer 
2023 we should see fields with blooming flowers interspersed with prairie grasses! 
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Each of the prairie areas will have a mowed grass trail encircling its border. These trails 
totaling about 2.5 miles will be ideal for scenic hiking/cross country skiing and/or 
snowshoeing 
 

Outdoor Patio: Construction of the new patio area has already begun just east of the 
Gathering Place providing a level spot for outdoor services, weddings and other group 
gatherings. Pouring and finishing the concrete for the patio started on Friday, July 29th 
and will continue into the first week of August. 
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We also added a sidewalk on the north side of the Gathering Place for easy access to the 
patio from the church kitchen and fellowship hall. 

 
New Well: We have an existing well on the west side of the church that provides water  
for the church and the current cemetery area. We decided to drill a new well just off the east 
side parking lot to provide water for the new restroom being constructed inside the 
Gathering Place, the expanded cemetery area, the patio and link it into the church as a 
backup water supply if the existing well needs repair. 

 

Well complete! 

 

The well is drilled and ready for 
the plumber to install the pump: 

for water, sewer, 
and electrical 

along the North 
edge of the patio. 

Trench for 3 new hydrants in the 
cemetery's addition: 
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Gathering Place Restroom: To accommodate 
those who use the patio and/or come to visit the 
property, we started constructing an ADA 
compliant, unisex restroom using an 8’ X 8’ 
section inside the Gathering Place storeroom. 

 

Sewage Holding Tank: In conjunction with 
the Gathering Place restroom, there was need to 
either create a second septic system (the existing system is on the far west side of the 
church) or have a sewage holding tank. The County authorized the installation of a holding 
tank and, based on the projected use of the restroom, will need to be pumped very 
infrequently. 

 
Wetland: Our proper ty includes approximately 20 acres of wetland on the far  eastern 
boundary along either side of Vermont Creek. We’ve made preliminary contacts with 
several sources regarding how to best preserve and maintain the pristine nature of Vermont 
Creek through our property. A meeting has been scheduled for August 17th to discuss the 

opportunities and 
options available to us 
with representatives 
from Dane County, 
Wisconsin DNR, 
BECWA, Trout 
Unlimited, 
Groundswell 
Conservancy and 
several other 
organizations. 
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New Lighting outside the Church: A project not directly associated with the Legacy 
Prairie and Woodland but certainly associated with putting a new face on the church is the 
installation of two 20 foot light poles to house LED spotlights, one on either side of the 
church that will illuminate the church exterior at night. The footings for the poles were 
poured in conjunction with the concrete for the new patio. 

 
 

Erosion Remediation Project: The “ditch” that separates the two fields to the east of the 
church will be remediated to minimize erosion caused by water flowing into it from the 
culvert under Vermont Church Road. 

Dane County engineers drew up a plan for the remediation, including bringing in about 
300 tons of rock to create a plunge pool where the culvert drains into the ditch, removing 
the narrow band of trees to enable planting grasses along and in the ditch to minimize 
erosion and building an embankment to hold back water where the ditch would then 
continue into the trees. That embankment would connect the two fields allowing the trail 
to be continuous along the north edge of both fields. 
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Going over the construction plan on July 29th are: Dana Bowar, contractor; Eric Krueger, 
Dane County; Greg Herrling and Wade Winchip, Legacy Fund Committee; Seth Hebl, 
Dane County Engineer; and, Leonard Schaub, Legacy Fund Committee. 

Here’s a link to the County’s construction plan for the remediation work: 
https://countyofdane.sharefile.com/d-sa3671ad63a7641da99bddb5d7c76c4bf  

A Special Thanks: To Ter ry Doyle and his able crew for donating their  time and 
expertise as they laid the conduit and wiring for the lights around the patio, the new LED 
spotlights, and the Gathering Place Restroom. 

We are planning on erecting two “Coming Soon” signs, one next to our church sign 
along highway 78 the other next to our sign just off the parking lot, to announce the 
development of the property. The Legacy Prairie & Woodland kick-off Celebration will be 
at 10:30 AM Saturday, October 15th with a dedication and lunch provided on the new 
patio, weather permitting. 

In conjunction with the kickoff event, we’ll also be distributing lefse and meatballs, in 
gravy, to members and friends of the church who have purchased them in advance. This 
fundraiser has replaced our traditional Lutefisk fund raiser Dinner. We purposefully 
scheduled the Prairie & Woodland dedication on the same day as a meaningful transition 
from one mission outreach activity, the Lutefisk Dinner, to the new ongoing mission 
outreach to the community through the Legacy Prairie & Woodland. 

We know there is a great deal of interest in these projects and we plan on providing regular 
updates. If you have questions or ideas you’d like to pass on to the Legacy Fund 
Committee (LFC), please feel free to email the church or speak with one of the LFC 
members: Greg Herrling, Jon Urness, Wade Winchip, Larry Ziemer, Leonard Schaub, 
Karsten Haugen or Gary Olsen. 
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at 

Vermont Lutheran  

Church 

 
Please join us in viewing this remarkable LEGACY we have! 
 
When:    Saturday, October 15th  Blessing at 10:30am 
        Luncheon provided by the church at 11am 

Where:  Vermont Lutheran Church, 9886 Vermont Church Road, Black Earth 

What to Bring: Lawn chair(s) 

What to Do:  RSVP with # attending, if you can join us to reserve a picnic lunch.  

    (608) 767-3312 leave a message or Vermont_church@tds.net 

Everyone is welcome!  We can’t wait to see you! 

Grand Opening  
CELEBRATION 

for the opening of the  

Legacy Woodland, Patio and Prairie  



9886 Vermont Church Road 
Black Earth, WI  53515 

Vermont Lutheran Church 

How Can I Contribute?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We try to keep this simple. 
 
Gifts are the easiest approach and allow for immediate use of funds.  Drop a check in the 
weekly offering plate and designate it for the Legacy Fund if you’re at Vermont.  Otherwise, 
just send a check to Vermont Lutheran Church, 9886 Vermont Church Rd, Black Earth, WI 
53515 and designate it for the Legacy Fund.  You will receive a receipt for tax purposes, be 
recognized and sincerely thanked. 


