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HE MESSENGER 

 

Vermont Lutheran Church’s Mission Statement: 

Christians Actively Reaching Out Experiencing Christ and Spreading His Word 

From Pastor Barry’s Desk .  . 

  

 

The Scriptures can often feel like strange words from a far off time.  Yes, they were 
written thousands of years ago, but I still think that they can speak to us today. There have 
been Bible versions that have attempted to help us with the difference in the language of 
the Bible verses our current way of speaking; The Good News for Modern Man Bible was 
released in 1966, and The Message version was published in 2002.  Despite what some 
considered a bit of theological watering down, these books made God’s Words seem a 
little more relevant – especially to some younger folks. 

But sometimes we can make the connections just as easily ourselves if we only look at what the Bible 
is saying to us.  There’s even a slight bit of humor in these words (God did instill within us a wacky 
way of looking at things from time to time).  God’s Word isn’t always stark and dry, though we have 
often been taught to see it that way so that we understand the Word in a thoughtful and serious way.  
Though serious, we can understand God’s Word in a light-hearted way, which can sometimes make 
things easier to understand. 

This summer I performed the marriage of a couple who were great fans of the game of golf.  The 
Scripture reading that they had chosen for their wedding was a popular one from 1st Corinthians 13: 
4 Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant 5 or rude. It does not insist on 
its own way; it is not irritable; it keeps no record of wrongs; 6 it does not rejoice in wrongdoing but 
rejoices in the truth. 7 It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 8 Love 
never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as for tongues, they will cease; as for 
knowledge, it will come to an end. 9 For we know only in part, and we prophesy only in part, 10 but 
when the complete comes, the partial will come to an end. 11 When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I 
thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became an adult, I put an end to childish 
ways. 12 For now we see only a reflection, as in a mirror, but then we will 
see face to face. Now I know only in part; then I will know fully, even as 
I have been fully known. 13 And now faith, hope, and love remain, these 
three, and the greatest of these is love. 

To make these words a little more relevant to the occasion, I reformatted 
those words into words that might be easier to relate to.  Here’s my 
interpretation: 

I will make this short and sweet:  There is no need for any explanation or 
instruction; you have both been here before.  I only want to reaffirm what 
the words from 1st Corinthians about how we care for people we love.   

Maybe we can think about a marriage as a golf game – you are familiar 
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HIGHLIGHTS   

with golf, aren’t you?  Think about golf’s rules – be courteous and don’t get in each other’s way when 
you’re teeing off.  Try to stay on the fairway and don’t ridicule your partner when they land their ball 
in the rough. You may offer advice on a shot or which club to use, but do not become upset if they 
choose to ignore your advice. Be silent when someone else is putting, and always offer to hold the 
flag.  Whatever the case may be, don’t keep your scorecards, even when you’ve bogied twice and 
sunk that far-off putt, for they will only prove to bring up contentions later on. 

Most of all, remember those important words that you can use in golf as you can use anywhere 
throughout life – those words are “Yes dear”.  Understand that your partner may, from time-to-time, 
have a different view of the green than you have, and you need to let them line up their own putt. 

God’s Word is never stagnant, and is always relevant – if we know what we’re reading.  Who says 
that faith is boring? 

Have a great beginning to your Fall Season!  I know that the golf season is ending, but there’s always 
a new season to look forward to! 

Peace! 

Pastor Barry 

Pastor’s Message  (continued) 

Quilts and School Kits loaded into the truck to deliver to 
the train station in Madison. 

The free will offering for the Polka Band was $371 on Sunday! Really 
Great!

Saturday, September 17, 2022 graduates of Diakonia lay 
ministry program. Bishop Joy in center.  

Event was Saturday. I was there as an instructor and board 
member in the program.  Pastor Dan Odden 
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Highlights (continued) 

Hello all, the Vermont lefse team made 477 
rounds of lefse over the past two weeks.  

 

12 quarters per pack (or 3 rounds) yields 159 
packs of 12 pieces for sale.  So 175 pounds of 
potatoes produced 159 packs of product! Or an 
average of .89 packs/ pound of potatoes….. with 
good potatoes, good rollers, and a few bad grills 
(that got pitched)…. 

 

Wow! We end up with 119 quarts of meatballs 
with gravy and an extra 20 quarts of meatballs 
only. 

 

Hope you’re not burnt out yet.  We have two more major events coming.  God’s Work, Out Hands on 
October 9th and the Grand Opening of Our Legacy on October 16th.  We need everyone on deck to 
outreach to the community.  Thank you for all that you do!!!! 

Rally Day—September 18, 2022 

Vow Renewal 

Maggie & Jon Huebner 

September 24, 2022 

volunteers 
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News (continued) 

Sept. 12, 2018 

Sept. 22, 2022 

VERMONT CHURCH LEGACY PRAIRIE & WOODLAND 

Our mission statement, “Vermont Church CARES – Christians Actively Reaching Out, Experiencing Christ 
and Spreading His Word” is embodied in the purchase and development of the beautiful 115 acre property we 
recently acquired. 

We are called to be stewards of the land – using Green Infrastructure practices to restore the former farm 
fields into 35 acres of prairies, creating trails suitable for hiking, cross country skiing and or snowshoeing, 
minimizing erosion with the construction of retention ponds, preserving the 20 acres of wetland and portion of 
Vermont Creek that flows along highway 78 and managing the woodland to maximize its habitat for wildlife. 

Our vision is that this property, with the enhancements we’ve done in and surrounding our Gathering Place, 
will be a community outreach opportunity for members and non-members to use the property for exercise or 
meditation on the trails, formal or informal gatherings on the patio, learning opportunities for young and old 
and a sense of pride in a job well done. 

We encourage you to become a FRIEND OF THE VERMONT PRAIRIE AND WOODLAND by registering 
on our website www.vermontlutheran.org. 
By doing so, you’ll receive periodic email updates on the development of the property, special events and vol-
unteer opportunities. 

Please plan on joining us next spring when we officially open the trails to use and the prairies are just 

showing their growth! 

Postcard that will be going to people that attend the Grand Opening 

http://www.vermontlutheran.org
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MISSION TAKE-OUT LEFSE & MEATBALLS 
 

EVENT DAY:  SATURDAY, OCTOBER 15
th

   

 MISSION TAKE-OUT  9am-12pm     Church Admin  767-3312 

 LEGACY PATIO & WOODLAND GRAND OPENING   Patty & Greg Herrling 798-2268 

  10:30 Blessing   

  11am Luncheon provided by the church  

 

Thank you!  It takes a lot of us to make this day a success. 

We have 85 lefse packages and 79 meatballs in gravy sold.  There are more available.  
These will be for sale on the day of the Grand Opening.  First come, first serve. 

Mission Project 

GRAND 
OPENING 
ON THE 
PATIO 

 

October 15, 2022 

10:30am 
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October 2 

Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4  

Luke 17:5-10  

 

October 9 

2 Kings 5:1-3, 7-15c   
Luke 17:11-19  

 

October 16 

Genesis 32:22-31  
Luke 18:1-8  

 

October 23 

Jeremiah 14:7-10, 19-22  
Luke 18:9-14  

 

October 30 

Jeremiah 31:31-34  
John 8:31-36  

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 

     Koah Orth & Janet Castle 
 
 
 
 

October  

Steven Holzhueter October 04 

Buford Olson October 04 

Patricia Ziemer October 04 

Carroll Lodahl October 05 

Justin Herrling October 06 

Anna Herman October 08 

Debra Barsness October 09 

Cricket Stapelmann October 10 

Elizabeth Childs October 12 

Jorgen Goderstad October 13 

Sara Herrling October 14 

Hana King October 17 

James Herrling October 18 

Katie Schultz October 22 

Ingrid Hoerz October 27 

Sydnee Duhr October 28 

Mary Aeschlimann October 29 

Elijah Gold October 30 

Joseph Herrling October 30 

Cynthia Humphrey October 30 

Elizabeth Gold October 31 

Timothy Gold October 31 

Samantha Herrling October 31 
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DRAFT 

VERMONT LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

Present:  Steve H, Jamie H, Deb K, Carol J, Aaron T, PB 

Absent:  Ellie, Joel F, Wade, Melissa 

Called to order 6:04 pm 

Devotions: None  

Minutes approved: Steve/Aaron 

Pastor’s Report: Reviewed 

Secretary’s Report: Reviewed  

Treasurer’s Report: Steve:  Noted concern over lagging contributions - $13,000 behind last 
year at this time. This is due in part to some annual family donations that are no longer recognized 
either by passing or relocations.  Attendance numbers are also lagging from 98 pre-covid to 41 last 
Sunday. The group discussed the proposed change in insurance carrier. The new proposal more 
accurately recognizes assets and insurance needs. Deb K/Carol J, Approved.  

 Propose that the Vermont Lutheran Church switches all policies from Church Mutual to 
Lutheran Brotherhood effective 10/1/2022.  Aaron T/Deb K, Approved. 

 
Legacy Update:  Steve/Aaron:  Work continues on the project. There is currently $32,000 in 
the Legacy Fund checking account. More funds are needed to finish the project. Aaron and Steve 
will connect with Greg to talk about status and needs.  

The opening of Legacy Prairie is rescheduled to 10/15 to accommodate the completion of projects.  

  

Future Event Planning 

 Trivia Night:  Cancelled  

 Rally Day:  We will once again have a polka service followed by a potluck.  The church has 
ordered sandwich fixings and ask that members bring a dish to pass.  Deb will coordinate set-
up and clean up. The rally will take place inside. Aaron will look into locating a box.  

 Legacy Prairie Opening Ceremony:  Moved to 10/15. The Council will take lead on the event. 
The group discussed planning details. There will be an information table in the Fellowship Hall 
along with a donation box.  A separate document will be circulated outlining schedule and 
assignments.  

 

Misc 

 PB has reached out to JM for an update on the new sound system.  

 The group discussed the status of Sunday School with Ellie stepping down from the role of 
Superintendent. The council is committed to continuing the program. Ellie has researched/
recommended curriculum options which have been purchased. PB will check with local church 
leaders to see if they can share any curriculum materials with VLC.  

 September 10 – Deer Hunting Planning Meeting. Steve will direct Bill Meddings to Aaron who 
has volunteered to look into feasibility of hosting in 2022.  

 Future Review of all current Church Policies. With the introduction of the Prairie and outdoor 
use area, the Land Use Policy and Special Event policy should be reviewed and possibly 
updated. Discussion tabled until Council has had a chance to review current policies.  
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 Liz will send out the policies to the group. As a group, the Council will review ensuring that 
each one reflects the current activities and needs of the Church and is appropriately 
represented in other policies that may refer to or cite sections. Updates will be made on an as
-needed basis.  

 PB will obtain policies from other surrounding congregations for comparison and information.  

 

Next meeting:  9/25 Immediately following church service. 10:30am.  

Adjourned 8:06pm  

Closed with the Lord’s Prayer 

 

Respectfully submitted 

Carol Johnson, VLC Council 

 
Dear Friends, 

We have recently been made aware of another email scam that involves messages that appear to come from Bishop Joy Mortensen-
Wiebe. 

 

The scammers are claiming to be Bishop Joy and are asking responders to buy gift cards for various reasons. Please know that 
neither Bishop Joy nor any member of the synod office would send an email asking rostered leaders or congregations to 
purchase gift cards. 

 

To protect yourself from phishing scams such as this one, please always check the full email address, not just the name that is 
displayed. 

 

Emails from the Office of the Bishop will ALWAYS use the scsw-elca.org address and NEVER gmail.com or yahoo.com or 
the like. 

 

If you are ever in doubt about a communication that seems unusual or out of character for any 
synod staff, please call the synod office directly, or contact a synod staff member using our 
email addresses as they are listed on the synod website (click here to be directed to the staff 
page). 

 

Above all, please do not engage with the senders of these emails. Do not click on any links 
within such emails. The best practice is to delete them immediately. 

 

Lastly, thank you to all of you who reached out to make us aware of this situation. We 
appreciate your vigilance! 

 

In Christ, 

Rev. Jen Christenson 

September Attendance 2022 

 

4th 40 

11th 28 

18th 65 

25th 55 

Monthly Financial Report 

October 2022 

   Contributions      Operating Expenses   

  20 22  2021  Change  2022  2021  Change 

Monthly  $ 15,553 $ 17,084 $ (1,531) $  11840    $ 13,204 $  (1,364) 

YTD  $ 96,342 $113,123 $ (16,780) $106,031 $104,651 $   1,381  

      Operating Cash   

    2022  2021  2020 

  Current Month $ 150,915 $  114,297 $ 86,394   

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XLNOimWMwA7gGqdERQcp218xeYv2PHuIu8zudRHWKilOlRYsH2MUUblFeUXNaz4oQliYaAojC7aOWZbv8u0WVv2hxkZ8qdSN_HlGOR6YDQT0CBDCik3V__Z0e4CtA5iCi2rs_pWik1_sKVIg8eSCpjLtSVRqL0Q8YPwCEA8_UoI=&c=L-4SwcCLx2ipbRLOTCKE2Un72_IkM8JcWWmVtTIW1-ahWkMGqK1c
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 ELCA 

World Food Day Celebration 
 
Join ELCA World Hunger for a celebration of World Food Day, hosted by Rick Steves 
and special guest Mark Jansen, CEO of Blue Diamond Almonds. This special event will 
be streamed online so you can celebrate with ELCA World Hunger wherever you are!  
 
When: Sunday, Oct. 16, 4 p.m. Central time 
 
Where: ELCA Facebook page and ELCA YouTube channel  
 
RSVP not required; simply visit our Facebook or YouTube page to attend. Facebook and 
YouTube accounts are not required. Can’t stream it live? The recording will be available 
on Facebook and YouTube after the event is over.  
 
Questions? Contact hunger@elca.org.  

Church of the Wild - October 29 

The SCSW Care of Creation Team invites you to the Church of the Wild on 
Saturday, October 29, from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m.  Choose a Location Near You:  

 East Koshkonong Church, 454 E Church Rd., Cambridge       

 Luther Valley, 7107 S Luther Valley Rd. Beloit    

 St. John’s, 5435 Scherbel Rd., Black Earth 

Make a spiritual connection with nature in one of these beautiful spaces at a synod Care of Creation 
team-guided Church of the Wild experience. Reconnect with God’s creation during a contemplative 
walk in one of these scenic settings. Discover a natural object that resonates with you. Gather for the 
closing around a bonfire to share or just enjoy the community. Guidelines will be provided.   

  Wander. Wonder. Ask. Share. Give Thanks.  

SYNOD 

https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fwww.facebook.com%2flutherans&srcid=315375&srctid=1&erid=7fb59808-3dd9-4a77-afb6-472abec28e16&trid=7fb59808-3dd9-4a77-afb6-472abec28e16
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fwww.youtube.com%2felca&srcid=315375&srctid=1&erid=7fb59808-3dd9-4a77-afb6-472abec28e16&trid=7fb59808-3dd9-4a77-afb6-472abec28e16
mailto:hunger@elca.org
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Lutheran Disaster Response 
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Lutheran Disaster Response (continued) 



12 

Lutheran Disaster Response (continued) 
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Lutheran Disaster Response (continued) 
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Lutheran Seminary  

 

 

Hello Vermont Lutheran Church, 

  

I recently read an article from Story Magazine that got my attention.  

  

It mentioned how a church in Wisconsin shared a parking lot with an apartment complex, so they 
decided to host a “parking lot party” to meet their neighbors. During a conversation at the gathering, 
someone from the apartments mentioned that there were no playgrounds within walking distance. That 
sparked an idea, and very soon the church installed a basketball hoop and a picnic table for their young 
neighbors to use.  

  

To further the community interaction, the pastor of the church decided to spend some of his work time 
each week at the picnic table in order to meet and minister to the kids there.  

  

So simple. 

  

The article simplified the mission that we as disciples are called to:  

Listen. Act. Share.  

  

This congregation listened to the neighbors’ need for a playground. They acted by doing what they could 
to meet that need. And now they share not only a common space for recreation but a growing 
relationship with the people around them.  

  

It’s a strategy that works not only for congregations but for individuals as well. I hope that you read the 
article and then give it a try.  

  

Who knows what God will accomplish in and through us when we make an intentional effort to listen, act, 
and share? 

  

Warm regards, 

  

Heidi A. Droegemueller, CFRE 

Vice President for Seminary Relations 

Executive Director of the Luther Seminary Foundation 

Luther Seminary  

 

A portion of the article from Story Magazine is on the next  page. 

https://info.luthersem.edu/e3t/Ctc/ZU+113/d11vTR04/VXds4q2QXqSSW7VkDWq48gW3DW8pQGPD4PYwRtN2L_pB73q3phV1-WJV7CgSB1VMv5jX5tWpF9W1YHKg25rVgbqW2_4PDw7CPrKHW26WQWy4Rx9WZN7JYF8Mz3_zWW22hM9l3FTWDKW6MNKNv36zDctN6ZRRDyyhYv3W4M2DQ42-f5jFW3GPy_H6WxqxFW8wBgQ48pdZ4yW4dKvL
https://info.luthersem.edu/e3t/Ctc/ZU+113/d11vTR04/VXds4q2QXqSSW7VkDWq48gW3DW8pQGPD4PYwRtN2L_pB73q3phV1-WJV7CgZY5W3mv7Vh9bQ0HBW82bFlL6QVgmQW4mVL7L71CWV6W2SVRxT2Zk4c1W5CYy9-1ZwDSgW2vhJSg99l_nWVGllVN4ByhzfW59Ksmn37CBlSW8lbq-f1-tPz-MP1Vc3cF6pxW8nLbTr66SMCzW7_1BC
https://info.luthersem.edu/e3t/Ctc/ZU+113/d11vTR04/VXds4q2QXqSSW7VkDWq48gW3DW8pQGPD4PYwRtN2L_pB73q3phV1-WJV7CgZY5W3mv7Vh9bQ0HBW82bFlL6QVgmQW4mVL7L71CWV6W2SVRxT2Zk4c1W5CYy9-1ZwDSgW2vhJSg99l_nWVGllVN4ByhzfW59Ksmn37CBlSW8lbq-f1-tPz-MP1Vc3cF6pxW8nLbTr66SMCzW7_1BC
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Lutheran Seminary (continued) 

 

Listen. Act. Share. 
By Kate H. Elliott Summer 2022 
 

 

Three steps to deepen your connection with God, neighbors, and 
community 
 
A gathering of grandmothers lamented that their children didn’t attend church. Erin Nelson ‘09 M.Div. (pictured) 
challenged them to express their concern through a “God question” rather than a “church question,” and the wom-
en came up with: “What is God up to in the lives of our children and grandchildren, and how can we join in?” 

Their children responded that God is most present at mealtime and bedtime prayers, so the women made “prayer 
bears” with pockets that held personalized prayers for their grandchildren. They also created mealtime conversa-
tion cards, each with a Bible passage and questions to facilitate faith-filled discussion. 

“It was heartwarming to hear their stories of connection, especially when the pandemic hit,” said Nelson, the direc-
tor of evangelical mission for the Northwest Synod of Wisconsin. “Some of the women joined dinners virtually to 
engage their kids and grandkids in conversations about Jesus, some for the first time. They built relationships of 
faith, and isn’t that more important than getting their kids to come on Sunday morning?” 

Nelson recounted another holy experiment in rural Wisconsin. A church next to an apartment complex hosted a 
parking lot party to meet their neighbors. Over hot dogs, residents mentioned the lack of a playground in walking 
distance, so the church installed a basketball hoop and picnic table. The pastor worked at the table that summer, 
getting to know the kids who played outside. 

“At the end of the summer, that pastor was out for ice cream with his family, and a teenage girl from the complex 
walked into the shop with friends,” Nelson recalled. “The teen waved, and the pastor heard one of the girl’s friends 
ask who he was. She said, ‘That’s my pastor.’” 

These are two of the many examples Nelson witnessed during her engagement with Luther Seminary’s Faithful 
Innovation process, which urges all people of God, not just pastors, to participate in discerning where the Holy 
Spirit leads. The framework challenges congregations to engage in a three-step process: to listen to God, one an-
other, and neighbors; to act, experimentally, collaboratively, and reflectively; and to share generously within the 
church and the world. 

It’s not as easy as it sounds, Nelson said. Many congregations shudder at the thought of change, with visions of 
strobe lights and electric guitars zooming through the nave. It’s tough to reframe questions like, “How can we get 
more members?” as “How can we show neighbors we care?” Churches operate in a return-on-investment world, 
where they demonstrate their effectiveness through the collection plate. 

https://www.luthersem.edu/story/issue/summer-2022
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I               Call or email 

 

 

 

 

             to 

       

        Jan Cowan - 767-4616 -  jancowan@tds.net 
        Kay Rettenmund - 767-2328 - rett@tds.net.  

Visit Vermont’s Website:  

www.vermontlutheran.org 

Password:  God’sWork 

 

Log on to see all Vermont  

news and pictures!   

  

November Newsletter  
articles are due  
October 27th 

to Elizabeth Herrling at 
vermont_church@tds.net 

Vermont Lutheran Church 

9886 Vermont Church Road 
Black Earth, WI   53515 

Telephone (608) 767-3312 
 

E-mail address:  Vermont_Church@tds.net 
Website:   vermontlutheran.org 

It is our time to build a legacy 
 

Become a member of the Legacy Fund. Members of the Legacy Fund come from all walks of life and are 
united by a desire to preserve our beautiful Church, Cemetery and adjoining land. Vermont Lutheran Church 
owns and maintains a cemetery, historic church building, Gathering Place and 115 acres of adjacent land 
with a hilltop viewscape. Christian stewardship involves the faithful management of all the gifts God has 
given us, including accumulated, inherited and appreciated resources. Therefore, we created the Legacy 
Fund to encourage, receive and administer these gifts.  

Our goal is to generate and maintain a Legacy Fund of $1 Million dollars, or more. Through receipt of 
bequests, grants and/or gifts, contributions to the Legacy Fund and investment growth will serve three very 
important purposes now and into the future: 

 

1. Expand the cemetery and develop and maintain the adjacent land in a manner that maximizes its natural 
beauty and preserves its ecological importance; and, 

2. Provide funds to pay property taxes on the portion of the adjacent land subject to taxes; and, 

3. Provide funds for future maintenance of the cemetery and building and grounds needs of the Church. 

Any legacy member whose contribution totals $1,000 or more will be recognized with a brass plate on a 
prominently displayed plaque. Annual meeting reports will include all the names of those individuals who 
made a contribution of any amount that year. 


