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HE MESSENGER 

 

Vermont Lutheran Church’s Mission Statement: 

Christians Actively Reaching Out Experiencing Christ and Spreading His Word 

From Pastor Barry’s Desk . . . 

  

 

Beloved children of God, 

February is the month of love.  Valentine’s Day, a day that used to 
primarily benefit the greeting card companies, will be different this year as 
we attempt to convey our love while being “socially distanced”.  The 
challenge will be how we express our love for others while staying six feet 
apart and avoiding personal contact.  

But then, this is nothing new as we have been maneuvering this pandemic 
weirdness for almost a year now.  We’ve gotten somewhat used to trying to 
remain connected while physically separate.  It’s not been easy.  In the 
church, the inability to meet in person has meant that we can no longer 
count on weekly gatherings to catch up on news in each other’s lives and 
being uplifted by each other’s smiles and laughs and gentle touches. 

But we are a stalwart people, and we cannot be deterred for long.  Yes, the 
ability to connect on line and through the telephone are big helps; I cannot imagine what we 
would be like if we didn’t have these technologies to lean on in these times.  Still, the lack of 
human touch and face-to-face personal connection takes its toll on us. 

So, during this month of the celebration of love, let us try to spend a little extra time and 
attention in letting others around you and important to you know that you care.  I’m not talking 
about grand gestures and extravagant gifts (though, on Valentine’s Day itself, there may be 
some call for that), but just small moments when you pause to let someone else know that you 
care.  It may be a phone call to someone you haven’t heard from in a while, or a small note to 
someone you’ve been thinking about; sometimes it is in small 
gestures that we find our hearts lifted and our day made brighter. 

The most important command Jesus said, is that we love one 
another.  In this month where celebrate all kinds of love, it seems 
especially appropriate to notice the need we all have of knowing that 
there is someone who cares about us.  It doesn’t take much to show a 
smile despite the masks we wear.  There are so many ways of 
sharing God’s love. 

Pastor Barry 
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News (continued) 

Sunday, February 28, 2021 at 10am 

online via Zoom 

Topic: Vermont Lutheran Church Annual Meeting 
Time: Feb 28, 2021 10:00 AM Central Time (US and Canada) 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9958449338?pwd=ZGgyYjBZMTBHQllqaDk5d2N0bk9kZz09 
 
Meeting ID: 995 844 9338 
Passcode: J96wNv 
One tap mobile 
+13126266799,,9958449338#,,,,*729250# US (Chicago) 
+19294362866,,9958449338#,,,,*729250# US (New York) 
 
Dial by your location 
        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
        +1 929 436 2866 US (New York) 
        +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC) 
        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 
        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 
        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
Meeting ID: 995 844 9338 
Passcode: 729250 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kWlR9cQlE 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9958449338?pwd=ZGgyYjBZMTBHQllqaDk5d2N0bk9kZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kWlR9cQlE
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News 

The Gathering Place  

 

 

Opportunity for Vermont Church Members: 

Just imagine, getting away to a beautiful timbered Lodge with 
a glowing fire at a picturesque location and just minutes away.   

 

Don’t just imagine: 

 Step 1    Check the calendar for availability   
   https://www.vermontlutheran.org/gathering-place-calendar  

  Step 2 Make a reservation with the church office  

   767-3312 or vermont_church@tds.net 

 Step 3    Invite family and/or  friends 

 Step 4    Bring along “comfort food” in your slow cooker or order from pizza  
   Tano’s 

 Step 5    Sit back and enjoy unlimited music by Alexa,  

 

Kitchen and rest rooms just steps away 

 

It is your Lodge, Your Church to Enjoy! 
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How deep was the Snow?  
 
Belly deep to a Donkey at Larry and 
Pat's! 

News 
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Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany (A) – Matthew 5:21-37 

Discipleship:  Following the Spirit of the Law 

Focus Question:  How is a follower of Jesus called to live? 

word of life   

“You have heard that it was said … but I (Jesus) say to you …” Matthew 5:21-22, 27-28, 31-32, 
33-34 (NRSV) 

Read Matthew 5:21-37 

The fifth chapter of Matthew is a continuation of the Sermon on the Mount.   The sermon follows the 
call of the disciples (Matthew 4:18-22) and provides a handbook for discipleship.  The sermon begins 
with comforting, peaceful, eloquent language—“Blessed are the poor in spirit … Blessed are those 
who mourn … Blessed are the peacemakers”—words of assurance and promise.  The sermon 
continued in last week’s reading: “You are the salt of the earth…You are the light of the world... Let 
your light shine before others.”  These are a bit more challenging words, but they still sound of 
comfort and hope.  We are commissioned by Jesus to be salt and light. 

1. In what ways are these verses comforting?  

2. In what ways are they challenging? 

But today’s verses are difficult to hear.  Jesus goes beyond the letter of the commandments to 
examine our intentions and motives behind our actions.  And things begin to hit close to home. 

3. What stirs inside us as we read Matthew 5:21-37   

4. Why does Jesus need to get so personal? 

Jesus will be criticized by the Pharisees—the keepers of the Law—many times in Matthew’s gospel 
for his association with tax collectors and sinners (Matthew 9:11).  He will be questioned about his 
seeming disregard for dietary laws and the keeping of the Sabbath (Matthew 9:14,  

12:1-2).   In today’s reading, he offers a radical interpretation of the Law and provides a grounding 
for later actions in his ministry. 

Matthew 5:21-48 contains what is called the “antithesis” of the Sermon on the Mount.  In this 
section, six times Jesus’ words about relationships in the community of the faithful followers – words 
about lust, anger, adultery, divorce, swearing – are held in contrast to a requirement of the Old 
Testament law.  Each antithesis introduces a premise with the words, “You have heard that it was 
said,” and each is followed by an antithetical response, “But I say to you.”    

5. What would be a contemporary phrase that would convey the same intention as “you have heard 
it said, but I say to you”? 

6. Do you find the repetition of this phrase helpful or not?  Explain. 

Remember that Matthew is a “teaching Gospel.”  Jesus is often called “Rabbi,” which means 
“Teacher.”  As a teacher, Jesus calls for a radical reinterpretation of the commandments of the Law.  
He challenges his followers to go beyond a checklist of action to an examination of the heart.  
Following Jesus as a disciple is to look beyond the action to see the intention.  And through this 
perspective, all have fallen short.   

7.  Recall an example of looking beyond an action to the motivation of the person.  Is this difficult to 
do? Why or why not? 

8. How is a follower of Jesus called to live? 
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Bible Study  (continued) 

 

word among us  

It’s time to say, “Yes.”  The temptation when we first hear these words of Jesus is to deny they are speaking to 
us.  “I’ve never killed anyone; I’ve never committed adultery or been divorced.  I (almost) never swear.  So 
what does this have to do with me?” we might say. 

 

The answer is, “Everything!”  Who among us has not experienced a strained relationship with a family 
member or friend where we have hurt the other and cheapened the relationship?  Who among us has not lashed 
out with words of anger (or deafening silence) against another?   

1. What makes it so difficult to live in relationship with others? 

2. Many think Christian communities should be an easy place to be a Christian.  Have you found that to be 
true or not?  Explain. 

It’s time to say, “Yes.”  Yes, we are in the midst of brokenness, each of us.  God’s will for our lives is to live 
in relationship with one another as a community in Christian love.  And we know that we fail to live in that 
will.  Even if our outward actions appear pure, our inward thoughts tell a different story.  “We confess that we 
are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves,” we pray.  Yes, we are sinners.  That’s the truth. 

But it’s not the whole truth.  And it’s time to say “Yes” to this greater truth – that the same Jesus who calls for 
a radical discipleship is one whose whole life and ministry was with tax collectors,  prostitutes, and sinners.  
His life, death and resurrection are all about freeing us from the power of sin.  

Somehow, we lose this “Yes” too often.  We are quick to condemn, quick to judge, quick to point out the 
brokenness of others, quick to see our own sinfulness, but not so quick to hear the “Yes” of forgiveness for 
ourselves and for our neighbor. 

3. What is it about human nature that makes us more inclined to condemn, judge, and point to the sinfulness 
of others? 

4. Why is it difficult to hear God’s “yes” to us? 

It’s time to say, “Yes.”  It’s time to remember that our confession doesn’t end with our saying, “Yes,” to our 
brokenness.  The final word spoken is God’s “yes” to us.  It’s a word of forgiveness and grace:  “Your sins are 
forgiven.” 

It has been said by some, “The church is to be a hotel for saints,” but Jesus says to us, “I tell you, the church is 
a hospital for sinners, where all may know my forgiveness and grace.” 

YES, INDEED!   

Prayer 

Create in us clean hearts, O God, to say, “Yes,” to our sin and an even greater, “Yes,” to your forgiving love; 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen 

Dig Deeper 

Deuteronomy 30:15-20 

 last word 
Look for times 

to say 
“Yes.” 
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February 3 

Raising the Widow’s Son  

Luke 7:1-17 

 

February 14 

Transfiguration 

Luke 9:28-45 

 

February 17 

(Ash Wednesday) 

Jesus Turns to Jerusalem 

Luke 9:51-62 

 

February 21 

Good Samaritan 

Luke 10:25-42 

 

February 28 

Lament over Jerusalem 

Luke 13:1-9, 31-35 

    

   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 

Julie Endres February 01 

Carolyn Antonie February 05 

Joan Haugen February 06 

Ashley Rickey February 06 

Taylor Statz February 11 

Stuart Dybdahl February 13 

Robert Hoerz February 14 

Karen Kehm-Hefty February 14 

Grant Schlimgen February 16 

Julie Schmitt February 16 

Kyle Norslien February 17 

Jaxon  Collins February 19 

Arianna Gold February 19 

Patricia Erickson February 20 

Stephen Field February 20 

Quinn Lynch February 21 

Brooklyn Lemke February 22 
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DRAFT 
Vermont Lutheran Church Council Minutes 

January 26, 2021 
 

No December Council Meeting was held. 
 
The January meeting of the Vermont Lutheran Church Council was held via ZOOM conference video call. Vice President Paul 
Dybdahl called the meeting to order at 5:37 PM. 
 
Attendance: Paul D, Steve H, Pastor  Barry, Jamie H, Len S, Melissa H, Larry Z 
 
Devotions: Pastor  Barry led us in devotions refer r ing to a book he is cur rently reading: “Why did Jesus, Moses, Mo-
hamed, Buddha Cross the Road”. Bottom line – aside from the fact that Jesus sacrificed his life for Salvation for all and that 
we accept this by Grace through Faith, our role in life is to LOVE each other! 
 
Reports – Consent Agenda Items: 
 
Pastor’s Report -  Can be read as presented and printed separately 
Secretary’s Report – November 2020 minutes,  Can be read as presented and printed separately 
Treasurer’s Report – Can be read as presented and printed separately 
Building and Grounds Report -  Can be read as presented and printed separately 
 
Larry made a motion and Steve seconded that we approve all consent Reports as presented. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Legacy report: Steve reported that there will be updated Legacy Fund Contr ibutions and Repor t by Greg H at the An-
nual Meeting 
 
 
Old Business: 
 

2020 Missions Distribution / Lutefisk Fund Raiser Distribution: Discussion for  this Mission Distr ibution centered 
around the Lutefisk Fund Raiser Dollars. Steve reported on how we came to a total of $6500 available. The Fundraiser 
received slightly over $4000. A  non designated $500 Mission contribution was added. $2000 was proposed to be add-
ed from the General Treasury due to the fact that PPP funds received last year helped us with payment of salaries and 
operating expenses. This gave us the $6500 total. Larry broke down on how the funds would be distributed including 
two new recipients; Neighbors Helping Neighbors Food Pantry in Mount Horeb and The Briar Patch, an at risk youth 
organization in Madison. 

              
              The larger discussion centered around the Lutefisk Mission Fund portion designated for the South Central ELCA Syn-
od of WI. This was due to a letter signed by ELCA Bishop Eaton as a member of the National Council of Churches. The letter 
signed by her and 24 other members of the NCC was encouraging a political action in Washington DC. Some felt it was con-
troversial enough that Bishop Eaton signed that letter taking a political stance as Bishop of the ELCA that Vermont should 
deny or reduce funds to the Synod . After a meaningful discussion with both sides viewpoints being heard, a compromise was 
ultimately reached. Pastor Barry would pen a letter to Bishop Eaton which the Council will review and approve. The letter will 
be requesting answers to several questions regarding Eaton’s role and significance of her signature as a member of The Na-
tional Council of Churches and also being the Bishop of the ELCA.  A motion was then made by Paul to release all the 
Lutefisk Mission Funds as designated, Larry seconded and the motion passed on a 6 -1 vote. A full Missions distribution re-
port will be found in the Annual Meeting Reports. 
 

Reintegration Plan / COVID: There currently are no immediate plans to resume in person Worship. The infection rate, 
vaccine success and any recommended procedures will be continually monitored. We are pleased with Pastor Barry’s 
online services and his efforts to stay in touch with seniors, ill or home bound members. We hope the offering of a 
bimonthly (1st and 3rd  week) Vermont Community Connection email will be helpful. It’s success depends on mem-
bers submitting information that may be interesting to the group. 

 
New Business: 
 

Vote to accept Carol Johnson’s resignation from the Council and Vice Presidency due to her accepting a new job position / 
Vote to accept Paul Dybdahl’ s  willingness to return to the Council and fill the seat vacancy and Vice Presidency: 
Steve made a motion to accept both procedures, Larry seconded and it passed unanimously. 
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Set Vermont Lutheran Annual Meeting date: Date has been set for Sunday, February 28th at 10 AM. The meeting will be 
held by ZOOM Conference and a minimum of 25 voting members must be present for a quorum. Instructional infor-
mation will be forth coming. 

 
Vote to accept Joel Feuchtinger for nomination to be on the ballot at the Annual Meeting as a Council member to fill a 

currently vacant seat. Larry made a motion, Paul seconded and it passed unanimously. 
 

Viewed a Bylaw, “Resolution of Congregation Council of Vermont Lutheran Church Adopting Emergency Bylaws” 
Adoption of this resolution allows the Church to hold meetings by remote communication when emergency condi-
tions exist as currently with the COVID. It will be presented at the Annual Meeting. 

 
It was announced that Laura Winchip has agreed to serve on the Endowment Committee replacing Joel F. 

 
Men’s Meatball Dinner and Lutefisk Dinner will likely not be held in 2021 as the current conditions exist. 

 
The next scheduled Council Meeting will be February 18th at 6:30 PM 
 
Paul made a motion to adjourn at 7:18 PM, Steve seconded, the meeting was adjourned by unanimous vote 
 
Pastor Barry led us in the Lord’s prayer 
 
Submitted by Larry Ziemer, Secretary 

Monthly Financial Report  

Jan-21  

  

      

Contributions  2021 2020 Change  

Monthly   $     8,683   $  19,356   $     (10,674)  

YTD   $     8,683   $  19,356   $     (10,674)  

      

Operating Expenses 2021 2020 Change  

Monthly   $  13,229   $     9,888   $          3,341   

YTD   $  13,229   $     9,888   $          3,341   

      

Operating Cash      

Current Month 2021    $     202,906  * 

Current Month 2020    $        61,127   

Current Month 2019    $        29,043   

      

      

Notes      

* Includes $105,000 Legacy Donations    
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Church Council Meeting January 26, 2021 

Pastor’s Report 

 

  

In the last month, we have regretfully lost two faithful and ardent members of our Vermont Lutheran Church 
congregation.  Virginia “Ginny” Johnson passed away at St. Mary’s Care Center in Madison on January 07.  
Mary Johns also passed away in her home in Mazomanie on January 12.  Both of these dear women will be 
missed greatly.  Mary Johns will have a visitation in Darlington at Everson’s Funeral Home on February 2nd 
with a private graveside service to follow and a service for the celebration of her life to be held at a later date.  
Ginny will have a funeral service at Vermont Lutheran at a later date as well. 

 

Our prayers continue for Denise Boehnen who struggles with her cancer, and Arlyn McKenzie with his breath-
ing problems. 

 

Confirmation classes continue to meet twice a month.  Lately these have been done via the internet on ZOOM, 
and we plan to continue with that model in the beginning of February.  During Lent, the students will be paired 
up with mentors as in previous years, and they will have the choice of meeting one-on-one in person or over 
the internet, whichever works best for them. 

 

Worship services continue to be recorded on YouTube and shared through our church’s website for people to 
join in any time after Saturday evenings.  The roll-out of vaccines for the COVID virus are slow, with most of 
the population expected to have availability to receive the vaccine hopefully sometime in June or July.  With 
this in mind, I do not anticipate being back indoors for worship services until next fall, though I am looking 
forward to being able to worship outside when the weather turns warmer – let’s cross our fingers and bend our 
knees in prayer for an early spring! 

  

Liz did sign us up for a professional ZOOM membership.  We could not hold full Confirmation classes be-
cause the free Zoom connection would cut out after 40 minutes.  Also, we’ll need the ZOOM capability for a 
more lengthy Annual Meeting with hopefully, many in attendance. 

 

That’s about it for this month.   

Peace, 

Pastor Barry 

January 2021 

3rd   18 views 

10th   20 views  

17th   19 views 

24th    21 views 

31st 13 views 

 

 

 

 

WELCA  News 

February Altar Duty 
 

 Joan Skalet & Debbie Krebs 
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Synod News 

What Matters?  What Then?  

What’s A Synod? -  Part 4 
By Deacon Vicki Hanrahan 

Assistant to the Bishop for Synodical Life 

 

What Matters is a weekly celebration of everything that we are and 

everything that we do as a synod. For example, we lift individual 

milestones such as anniversaries of ordinations, anniversaries of 

congregations and life endings on earth for saints in our synod.  We lift 

prayers for leaders and congregations in our synod, for bishops and 

synods and for fellow kingdom workers in the ELCA.  We share messages from our bishops that 

help us keep the main things, the main things.  We tell stories of collaborations and examples of 

walking together.  We share invitations from congregations to learning opportunities that equip 

us for ministry.  We share suggestions for books and resources that enlighten, inform and make 

us better disciples.  We celebrate through stories where we are seeing God at work.  Reading a 

story about a creative way to serve and love our neighbor might inspire an idea that can be 

made to work within your culture in your community.  Much emphasis is placed on this sharing 

because we believe that we bear good fruit when we connect our gifts.  We believe this helps 

cast a wider net of hearts and hands for Jesus to act through to make a difference in the world.   

 

In fact, our mission statement, created by synod council directs our efforts:        

“We care for, connect and equip the congregations of our synod to be 

the heart and hands of Jesus.”   

 

My call to synodical life includes the life-giving purpose and privilege of 

noticing where God is at work in our synod.  My cyberspace travels this 

week started from our synod’s web page that houses links to worship 

services that have been recorded since March from about 50 

congregations in our synod.  A recent sermon given by the Rev. Brad 

Pohlman, senior pastor of Luther Memorial (Madison) on the twenty third 

Sunday after Pentecost, November 8, coincidently fleshes out very nicely 

the underlying theme of our weekly synod publication, What Matters.   

 

Rev. Pohlman shared:  

 

“We have our daily work.  How do we act?  What have we done and what have we failed to 

do?  It’s far too easy for us to say, well I am one person, what difference could I make in the 

world anyway?  Jesus seems to say you are extremely important.  How you live your life is 

of great consequence.  Jesus is saying, he really does need us to do well as his disciples.  

And he says with his help, we will do well.  He has handed over to us the responsibility of 

his kingdom.  He has given us everything he’s got.  He gave us his very life!  When he 



12 

Synod News (continued) 

speaks to us of trees that bear  good fruit and houses that 

have good foundations to withstand the storms of this life, 

he’s saying to us, I need you.  I care about what you do.  

How you live your life reflects upon me.  In my kingdom, 

your performance matters, it makes a difference, because I 

am acting in the world through you.  You are my appointed 

agents in the kingdom.  I promise to hold you accountable 

for being all that I believe you can be with my grace.” 

 

So as we seek to be church together for the sake of the world, we might ask ourselves “What 

Matters?  What Then?”  This is an invitation to self-judgment and accountability.  Are you living 

your life in community?  Do you hold service to your neighbor as something for which your 

congregation counts on you to do?  Being held accountable as a member of a congregation, 

member of a synod, and member of the ELCA are three more ways of holding us accountable to 

God.   

 

So showing up to a synod or churchwide event, volunteering to be a LEAD or Synod Assembly 

workshop leader, participating as a Faithful Innovation coach, giving generously to your church 

and your church giving generously to the synod through mission support, serving on a call 

committee, mentoring an intern, sponsoring a missionary, partnering with a developing 

congregation, making quilts and hospice kits, leading bible studies, feeding the hungry, 

advocating for justice, teaching Sunday school and confirmation, volunteering to lead Thursday 

worship, coming in to stuff a mailing, participating in text study and conference meetings, 

praying for each other when prayers are needed, living out your vocations in your daily life to 

the best of your ability are all part of paying attention to what Jesus needs and wants.  In fact, 

striving to be our best together makes a difference is what a synod is and what a synod does.    

 

God loves this church, not because of its numbers or its growth, but because of our servant 

hearts.  We are doing What Matters in Jesus’ name!   

 

Synod website with links to congregational worship services:  https://scsw-elca.org/

healthresources/worship/ 

 

Link to Rev. Pohlman’s complete sermon:  https://www.luthermem.org/video/ 

https://scsw-elca.org/healthresources/worship/
https://scsw-elca.org/healthresources/worship/
https://www.luthermem.org/video/
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News from South-Central Synod 

New Diakonia Classes – Registration Open! 

 

There Is Still Time to Register for 

this Class But Register Today…

class starts tomorrow! 

 

 

“I’m just an ordinary person, 

 living a very ordinary life, comforted and 

strengthened by my faith in Christ. 

How can I share the Good News with others?” 

 

It’s not that complicated 

Sign up for:  

Communicating the Gospel, a Saturday morning class offered 

on zoom as part of the diakonia program.  Learn more at https://scsw-

elca.org/diakonia/ and register no later than Jan 27.  Instructor is Rev 

Kalen Barkholz 9-noon, Jan 30, Feb 6, 13, 20, 27 

  

 

 

   

We say them regularly, but do you know the story behind them?  

Lutheran Creeds and Confessions 

 

Sign up for Lutheran Creeds and Confessions, a 

Thursday evening class offered on zoom as part of 

the diakonia program.  Learn more at https://scsw-

elca.org/diakonia/and register no later than Jan 27.  

Instructor is Rev Tony Dusso 

https://scsw-elca.org/diakonia
https://scsw-elca.org/diakonia
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News from Lutheran World Relief 

Our neighbors need Lutheran World Relief Personal Care Kits 

 

Few of us could predict what 2020 would hold. We didn’t know how long our church doors would remain 
closed. We didn’t know just how much our technological skills (and our patience) would be stretched and 
tested over the coming seasons. We couldn’t know what it would be like to weather the wilderness of a glob-
al pandemic.  

 

Meanwhile, this year of challenge, loss and uncertainty hit our poorest neighbors around the world 
even harder.  

 

The COVID-19 pandemic brought more than a disease to our most vulnerable neighbors. In some communi-
ties it has meant hunger, as they’ve been cut off from food, seeds and critical farming supplies. In others, it 
has meant getting sick or dying from malaria, HIV or childbirth because health centers are stretched too thin 
— or because people are afraid to seek the help they need, fearing they will catch the coronavirus at the hos-
pital. The past year also brought devastating disasters, one after another. A massive explosion in Beirut killed 
hundreds and left 300,000 homeless. Back-to-back hurricanes in Central America decimated the crops and 
modest homes of people who were already living in grinding poverty. In fact, the punishing effects of war 
and poverty on our most forsaken neighbors did not ease up in the face of COVID-19 — they only 
worsened.  

 

You can put God’s love in action 

 

Because of these realities, many of us are beginning 2021 with heavy hearts. We are restless; we want jus-
tice. We want to be the hands and feet of Christ for our brothers and sisters. After a year of feeling stifled, we 
want to DO SOMETHING to make a real and tangible difference in a world groaning for hope and relief. 

 

Between COVID-19 and the many challenges of 2020, the need for Lutheran World Relief Personal Care 
Kits around the world has grown and intensified. Meanwhile, LWR warehouse shelves are almost empty.  

 

But your love can make a difference. People of every age can share God’s love by making LWR Personal 
Care Kits — whether in individual families or in groups. Please visit lwr.org/kits to access all the in-
structions you will need to put God’s love in action.  

 

Maria Teresa Jesus receives an LWR Personal 
Care Kit in San Jose, Honduras, following 
Hurricanes Eta and Iota. The community suf-
fered an outbreak of COVID-19 earlier in 
2020. Local health officials hope LWR person-
al care kits will help to curb another outbreak 
while people are displaced due to the storms. 
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 News from Lutheran World Relief  (continued)
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I               Call or email 

 

 

 

 

             to 

       

        Jan Cowan - 767-4616 -  jancowan@tds.net 
        Kay Rettenmund - 767-2328 - rett@tds.net.  

Visit Vermont’s Website:  

www.vermontlutheran.org 

Password:  God’sWork 

 

Log on to see all Vermont  

news and pictures!   

  

March Newsletter  
articles are due  
February 25th 

to Elizabeth Herrling at 
vermont_church@tds.net 

Vermont Lutheran Church 

9886 Vermont Church Road 
Black Earth, WI   53515 

Telephone (608) 767-3312 
 

E-mail address:  Vermont_Church@tds.net 
Website:   vermontlutheran.org 

It is our time to build a legacy 

Become a member of the Legacy Fund.  Members of the Legacy Fund come from all walks of life 
and are united by a desire to preserve our beautiful Church and Cemetery. 
Vermont Lutheran Church owns and maintains a cemetery, historic church building and Gathering 
Place with a hilltop viewscape. Christian stewardship involves the faithful management of all the 

gifts God has given us, including accumulated, inherited and appreciated resources. Therefore, 
we created the Legacy Fund to encourage, receive and administer these gifts. 

Our goal is to generate a Legacy Fund of $1 Million dollars, or more. 

Through receipt of bequests, grants and/or gifts, contributions to the Legacy Fund and investment 
growth will serve two very important purposes now and into the future: 

 To purchase neighboring land for expansion of the cemetery; and/or 

 Provide funds for future maintenance of the cemetery and/or building and grounds needs of 
the Church. 

 
Any legacy member whose contribution totals $1,000 or more will be recognized with a brass 
plate on a prominently displayed plaque. Annual meeting reports will include all the names of 
those individuals who made a contribution of any amount that year. 


