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Memorial Day Observation at Vermont 

Mickelson-Martim American Legion Post 313 of Black Earth will continue it’s tradition of 
visiting local cemeteries on Memorial Day to honor the nation’s fallen.  The post will 
perform their honor salute at Vermont Lutheran Cemetery on Memorial Day at 10:30am. 
Their complete Memorial Day schedule follows: 
 
8:30am- Sunning Hill Cemetery (Town of Berry) 
 
9:00am- Oak Hill Cemetery (Black Earth) 
 
9:45am- St. James Cemetery (Town of Vermont on County Road F) 
 
10:30am- Vermont Lutheran Cemetery 
 
11:00am-Veteran’s Park Honor Wall (Black Earth) 
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The Vermont Cemetery Association tries to keep 
rules and regulations to a minimum and the few we 
have are simply meant to facilitate mowing and 
maintenance,  Some are written but most are just 
common sense.  Beyond these few posted rules 
just keep in mind than anything that sticks above 
ground can be hit by a lawn mower and that flower 
plantings are best kept in line with adjacent 
markers to ease mowing. 

CEMETERY PLANTING AND DECORATING 

Vermont Cemetery Association Board 

Here’s a photo of the Vermont Cemetery 

Association Board some fifty-one years ago.  A 

business-like group of gentlemen for sure who set 

the groundwork for future Cemetery policies and 

improvements.  They include Elvie Steensrud, 

Ray Lee, Nels Urness (chairman), Grant Skalet  

         and Arnold Forshaug. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As a side note, Elvie Steensrud (uncle to Tee Parrell), 

was responsible for salvaging a discarded monument 

from the current cemetery and dragging it on a 

stoneboat with a team of horses over to the Pioneer 

Cemetery on the Urness Farm in about 1940. 
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And so does the Legacy Fund!  With a balance of just over $1 Million the Legacy Fund has 
grown beyond expectations and certainly is accomplishing the lofty goals set by the Legacy 
Committee just a couple years ago. In review, the goal was to raise enough money to purchase 
adjacent property and then maintain a balance of one million dollars as a basis for generating 
earnings to fund other needs and projects well in to the future-ideally in to perpetuity for the 
benefit of Vermont Lutheran Church. It is likely that the purchase of land will deplete a large 
part of our current balance so it is critical to keep the ball rolling. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maybe you’re thinking, I’ve made my donation but the property still hasn’t been purchased-Is 
my contribution  doing any good? 
 
You bet it is!  Think of it this way.  Just a couple years ago when we had a balance of around 
$100,000, that meant that for every one percent in earnings generated we gained $1,000.  
Now, just a one percent gain in earnings yields $10,000.  Or, another way to look at it, is a ten 
percent gain now yields us $100,000! Through the course of this campaign we’ve received 
some incredible donations exceeding tens and hundreds of thousands of dollars.  These have 
been a real shot in the arm.  But remember, every dollar and donation earns the same. Even a 
ten dollar memorial donation invested by the Legacy Fund earns at the same rate as a 
$100,000 donation. 

Legacy Plaque Grows and Grows… 



9886 Vermont Church Road 
Black Earth, WI  53515 

Vermont Lutheran 
Church 

How Can I Contribute?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We try to keep this simple. 
 
Gifts are the easiest approach and allow for immediate use of funds.  Drop a check in the 
weekly offering plate and designate it for the Legacy Fund if you’re at Vermont.  Otherwise, 
just send a check to Vermont Lutheran Church, 9886 Vermont Church Rd, Black Earth, WI 
53515 and designate it for the Legacy Fund.  You will receive a receipt for tax purposes, be 
recognized and sincerely thanked. 


