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HE MESSENGER 

 

Vermont Lutheran Churchôs Mission Statement: 

Christians Actively Reaching Out Experiencing Christ and Spreading His Word 

From Pastor Barryôs Desk . . . 

  

 

Beloved Community in Christ, 

Spring is one of my four favorite seasons!  Thereôs something about new flowers and 
shoots appearing where there had been nothing but brown remnants of winter.  It gives 
me hope of life renewed after a season of cold and a more lifeless beauty. 

Of course, this got me thinking about our season of easing up on our Covid 
restrictionsé This is kind of like spring too, as we see things coming back to life of 
sorts.  We are lucky to have this opportunity to create a something new.  It is not like 
the old ñnormalò was in need of change, but as long as the times are changing, why not 
take a look at how we do things? 

Letôs take a ñfor instanceò é If we were a little too crazy about making sure everything we did was done with 
ñkeeping productiveò in mind, maybe we can see the advantages that having a period of  rest gave to us.  Or, 
while having to stay locked-in at home all of the time, we saw that there was a lot of work that we could do 
from our homes.  Or, how much we were reminded about how important it is to keep in touch and get together 
with friends and family. 

Paul, in his letter to the church in Rome wrote, ñRomans 6:4  We were therefore buried with him through 
baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we 
too may live a new life.    The idea of being reborn was the idea of having a new life and being completely 
transformed... That living in Christ would make you a new person ï hopefully seen in the increase in your 
ability to love and be forgiving and compassionate. 

Likewise, Martin Luther wrote that, baptism "signifies that the old creature in us é is to be drowned and die 
through daily é repentance, and é that daily a new person is to come forth and arise up to live before God 
in righteousness and purity forever."   His idea was that each day was a new beginning, like being reborn 
each morning.  The day before was done and there was nothing that you could do to change what had been 
done.  Lutheran thought that you had ñdiedò to the old day, and you were reborn to begin all over again the 
next morning.  What a delightful outlook! 

So, starting over can be a seasonal thing like going through and spring cleaning 
your house.  Or you can see your baptism as a way in which you were born into 
life with Jesus.  Or, you can see an instance like phasing out of this pandemic 
distancing as a chance to live a new life.  Or, if you want to be really optimistic 
and hopeful, you can view each day as a new chance to ñerase the slateò of 
yesterdayôs old self and begin again to live a new life. 

How will you live your new life?  What changes will you make?  Will you be 
more kind?  Will you be more compassionate?  The opportunities are endless! 

Peace, 

Pastor Barry 
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ñGod does work in mysterious waysò 

Forty years ago, while visiting a friend at Ingleside, my friend Clarence Moen 
made a memorable statement.  ñGod works in mysterious waysò. 

Years later, there was a chance meeting at the Hartland Nursing home in Black 
Earth.  John Hallick and I were visiting Earl Brandt.  John asked me what my 
connection was with Earl.  I explained he is a friend and a member of Vermont 
Church.  John went on to explain he was Greek Orthodox, and hadnôt been to 
church in years and was battling cancer.  The treatment for his cancer was 
experimental, without it he had only months to live. 

Four months later John and Jamie showed up for Easter Service.  The cancer treatment had prevented further 
advance.  At present, John is supporting Mayo Clinic research to eliminate the cancer and has organized a 
world wide support group.  Jamie now serves on our Church Council.  John and Jamieôs generous support of 
our Legacy Fund gave us confidence that we will achieve our goal. 

It is a blessing to have the Hallickôs as friends and members of our Church.  ñGod does work in mysterious 
waysò. 

Greg Herrling 

Highlights 

In-Person Easter Outdoor Service 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

He Is Risen! 


