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Church Property Expanded! 

After some twenty years of hoping, dreaming, planning and negotiating, the footprint of 
Vermont Lutheran Church and its property has expanded-in a big way! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The time finally became right for the owners to sell and we as buyers to buy.  What started 
out as a very  simple plan  to just expand the cemetery by a few acres in the early 2000’s, has 
morphed into a much grander plan to where Vermont Lutheran Church now owns an 
additional 115 acres of land to the north and east of our present property.  The new addition 
extends a little more than ¼ mile to the north and almost down to Highway 78 to the east.  
This new tract of land obviously does far more for Vermont than simply expanding the 
capacity of the cemetery.  As time went on it became clear that there were also benefits to the 
entire congregation to have additional property.  Without our ownership, the adjacent land 
could be developed in to three building sights and we would have little to no say regarding 
where those homes would be placed.  Potentially, there could have been three houses built in 
the field just to our east.  As it is now, our viewscape will be protected and there are multiple 
options to use the entire property. 
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First and foremost, the Vermont Cemetery Association will expand, most likely to the 
north with the current drive extended and another section opening for grave sites. Beyond 
that, numerous ideas have been floated including prairie planting, expanded parking, 
community garden space, hiking trails, a picnic area,  space for outdoor or wilderness 
worship and study….the possibilities are endless.  
 
Far beyond the endless hours of planning and negotiating on this property,  the acquisition 
has been made possible through the bequeathments, gifts, donations, contributions and 
encouragement from church members and a group of people we shall call “Friends of 
Vermont” who perhaps grew up here and moved away or in some other way have a 
connection to Vermont Lutheran Church.  The response has been overwhelming.  
 
The fund raising effort began with the Vermont Cemetery Association and the 
establishment of what was called the Cemetery Preservation Fund.  Money went in to this 
fund from memorials and gifts and received a big boost a few years ago when the 
Association promoted the idea of including the fund in wills and other vehicles for giving.  
As other organizations seemed to not be bashful about asking for funding in that way, the 
Cemetery Association decided to kick up their effort in that regard. Then, as it became 
apparent that the entire congregation could benefit from such a funding effort, a group 
within the cemetery committee proposed the establishment of a congregation-wide Legacy 
Fund.  First to broaden the scope of the Cemetery Association needs but also to help 
insure long term sustainability of the entire Vermont congregation and its programs.   
 
While the goal of property expansion has been accomplished, the Legacy Fund will 
continue to be a wonderful tool for individuals and families to use to insure that the legacy 
of Vermont Lutheran Church continues. 
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Vermont Lutheran 
Cemetery Association Gravesite Fees and Policies 1/20/2020 

 

Cost of Gravesites 
-Members in good standing: no charge 
-Non-Members: $2500 per site 
 
Burial Fees 
-All burials require a $1000 maintenance fee to cover current and future cemetery mainte-
nance in  addition to any grave site charge. 
-Cremain burials also require payment of the full burial fee. 
-Up to four (4) cremains are allowed on one grave site. Maximum of two containers per 
site. 
-There are no special requirements for vaults or cremation urns beyond what is provided by 
State law. 
-All grave openings and closings shall be performed by Linley Excavating, Cross Plains. 
 
Markers 
-All cemetery markers shall be approved for size, location and design by the Vermont Lu-
theran Cemetery Association. 
-A marking fee for installation of markers is $15. 
Adopted January 2020,  Vermont Lutheran Cemetery Association 
 
 

Do You Have a Lot Reserved? 
Some of the most awkward moments I have experienced in the administration of Vermont Ceme-
tery, have been when the survivors of the deceased assume there’s a lot reserved - but there isn’t 
one.  We always get something figured out but in the few days before burial, it’s not a pleasant 
time for the family to be working on those kind of details. 

 

If you have the slightest doubt about a previous reservation or want to make a reservation, please 
call or email me. Or, contact the church secretary who always forwards those requests to me. I will 
then search my maps and records to see what’s been recorded.   Don’t rely on the maps available 
to the public on the Gathering Place building or the maps published on the church website.  They 
are not as up-to-date as my working records and do not identify names on reserved sites.  Remem-
ber that there is no charge to members for lot reservations. Non-members are welcomed but there 
will be a charge for  lots. 

 

Jon Urness        Vermont Lutheran Church 

sec/treas Vermont cemetery Association 

608.767.2471       608.767.3312 

jcurness@outlook.com     vermont_church@tds.net 

mailto:jcurness@outlook.com


On the far western edge of Vermont Lutheran Cemetery, not far from where children gaily play 
on the swings, slides and ladders of the new playground equipment, there’s a rather small, 
unremarkable, gray granite grave marker. The story of the young soldier named there is quite 
remarkable though.  Robert D. Anderson was the brother of Irene Dauck, and therefore Mary 
Nelson’s uncle.  When he left home in 1950 to fight in the Korean War, it was the last time he 
was seen by any of his family. Perhaps worse yet, the family never knew, and still does not know, 
what happened to young Robert who went missing in the Chosen Reservoir area in what is now 
North Korea. 

 

The only remaining trace of Robert had been 
an inscription on a wall of remembrance at 
the Punch Bowl in Honolulu, Hawaii.  That 
is until about fifteen years ago when the 
family inquired to the Veteran’s 
Administration about installing an 
appropriate Veteran’s marker at 
Vermont Cemetery. That request was denied 
because they said he was already remembered 
with the inscription in Honolulu. That just 
didn’t seem quite right according to the 
family so one thing led to another and the 
Cemetery Association provided a 
space next to sister Irene’s grave, and the 
Spellman Monument Company 
graciously donated an engraved marker, so 
that Corporal Robert D. Anderson is 
forever memorialized at 
Vermont. And every year, just before 
memorial Day, the Black Earth Legion Post 
313 and their auxiliary unit of the 
Sons of the American Legion, place 
a fresh American flag on Robert’s memorial marker. 

 

Robert was declared missing in action on December 2, 1950, very early in the Korean “conflict”.  
Robert’s 2nd Infantry Division (Army), were involved in offensive operations deep inside what is 
now North Korea when the Chinese Communists joined the fight with estimates of as many 
120,000 soldiers.  Robert’s Division of around 15,000 did not stand a chance and it was during 
their withdrawal that he went missing.  The escape route for the Division was a narrow gorge 
along the Chongchon River and the massive Chinese force continually leap-frogged ahead of the 
retreating Americans, decimating their ranks with rifle, machine gun, mortar and artillery fire. The 

Korean War Veteran Remains MIA 
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Division sustained over 5,000 casualties. More than one-third of the force.  Among those left 
behind and unable to stagger out of that horrible fight, was Robert Anderson. Much later, over 
4,000 American POW’s were interviewed regarding who they saw as casualties during the fight 
and in prison, but none had seen Robert or knew his fate.  More recently, Mary Nelson has 
acquired a report on Robert from the Defense Department POW/MIA Accounting Office.  In it, 
it states that because of the absence of evidence of continued survival, the US Army issued a 
presumptive finding of death on December 31, 1953.  It is however, most likely Robert died on 
December 2, 1950.  

 

In the report that Mary now has, MIA efforts of recovery are outlined but leave scant hope for 
identifying Robert from the remains that have been returned by the North Korean government 
over the last seventy years.  Her last, best hope is that as a result of a 2018 summit between 
President Trump and North Korean leader Kim Jong Un, 55 boxes of remains have been 
returned to the US.  A handful have since been identified but the process is long and tedious 
and so far, Robert Anderson has not been among those identified. 
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Members of the Vermont Cemetery Association meet for a little spruce up during the summer of 
2021 including Gary Olson, Dave Haugen, Jon Urness, Jim Herrling and Karsten Haugen. Greg 

Herrling is absent from the photo. 



9886 Vermont Church Road 
Black Earth, WI  53515 

Vermont Lutheran 
Church 

How Can I Contribute?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We try to keep this simple. 
 
Gifts are the easiest approach and allow for immediate use of funds.  Drop a check in the 
weekly offering plate and designate it for the Legacy Fund if you’re at Vermont.  Otherwise, 
just send a check to Vermont Lutheran Church, 9886 Vermont Church Rd, Black Earth, WI 
53515 and designate it for the Legacy Fund.  You will receive a receipt for tax purposes, be 
recognized and sincerely thanked. 


