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HE MESSENGER 

 

Vermont Lutheran Church’s Mission Statement: 

Christians Actively Reaching Out Experiencing Christ and Spreading His Word 

From Pastor Barry’s Desk .  . 

  

 

Grace, peace, and happy New Year to all! 

 

What a year!  2022, that is…  2021 was more of what they say was a “meh” year 
(said with a slightly irritated yawn).  I don’t know about you, but I’m really getting 
tired of this COVID stuff – I am really ready to be done with it now. I don’t 
understand why people have become so concerned with their own comfort over the 
lives and safety of others.  It just doesn’t fit in the Christian scheme of things. It’s 
kind of like the idea of being personally “saved” by Jesus.  Jesus didn’t die so that 
you would be more comfortable, well-off, healthier, live longer, etc.  Jesus died so 
that the whole community of believers could seek justice and peace together.  Jesus 
died for the community, for the people. This individual blessing thing was not really 
his intention, except that all people should be free and forgiven.  As a friend of mine 

is apt to say, Jesus didn’t hang on the cross saying, “I’m dying for the forgiveness of sins – except for 
that person in the back…” 

 

Ok, a little ranting out of the way – sorry about that.  We all need a place to vent off steam these days, 
don’t we?  Spouses get the brunt of what we’re upset with, then family members, co-workers, 
friends…  It’s good to let the pressure off a little bit before something gets bottled up for too long and 
then you explode.  That can get really messy. 

 

I hope that you have someone to talk to; someone you can let off some steam with once in a while.  
Even the most even-keeled person can have a little too much to handle 
from time to time.  Some of us hide it better than others, but let’s face it – 
life can really be a lot to handle sometimes.  If that person is not a 
professional therapist, I hope you then take the time to listen to what is on 
their mind too.  No relationship is one-sided only, and we need to learn to 
give as well as take from those near and dear to us. 

 

The nature of human relationships is such that we depend on each other.  
One day I might need a good deal of attention and care and a week later it 
might be you who needs some special attention.  I might be hungry when 
you have plenty, and then I might have plenty of something else that I can 
share with you.  We cannot “use up” people like we use up resources.  
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We do not have people that are disposable like so many other things we take advantage of today.  
People are people, not just something to be used for what it’s worth and then tossed to the trash.  
That’s why Jesus died for us – because we are all worth-while, we are all worthy of being cherished 
and loved – and even worth dying for… 

As tensions rise so quickly these days, for whatever reasons we imagine, it is easy to forget that other 
people have troubles and difficulties too.  Take it for granted that the person you talk with, wherever 
you are, has the same troubles and frustrations you do (and maybe even more).  Be kind to each other.  
Be Jesus to each other.   

 

Pastor Barry  

Pastor’s Message  (continued) 

Highlights 

ALL SAINTS DAY 

Dennis’s neighbor and longtime friend, Clyde Mueller, posted a valedictory on Facebook. 

“Close the gate for his has been struggle enough; put the tractor in the shed. 

Years were not easy, many down right hard, but your faith transcends. 

Put away your tools and sleep in peace;  the fences have all been mended. 

You raised a fine family, worked the land well and always followed the sun. 

Hang up your shovel inside the barn; your work here on earth is done. 

The sun is setting, the cattle are bedded and here now is the end of your day. 

Wash off your boots in the puddle left by the rain one final time. 

Take off your gloves and put them down—no more sweat and worry for you now. 

Your labor is done, your home is heaven; no more must wait. 

You legacy live on, on your love of the land, and we will close the gate. 

You will be greatly missed, Dennis” 

 

John Sumwalt is a retired pastor and the on of a dairy farmers.  He is the author of “Shining Moments: 
Visions of the Holy in Ordinary Lives.” 
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Highlights (continued)   

Christmas  

Program  

2021 
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Highlights   (continued) 

2021 Christmas Eve 
Candlelight Service 
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January 2 

Jesus Says Come and See 

John 1:35-51  

Psalm 66:1-5   

January 9 

Wedding at Cana 

John 2:1-11 

Psalm 104:14-16  

January 16 

Jesus Cleanses the Temple 

John 2:13-25 

Psalm 127:1-2  

January 23 

Nicodemus 

John 3:1-21 

Psalm 139:13-18  

January 30 

The Woman at the Well 

John 4:1-42 

Psalm 42:1-3  

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 

Jane Mickelson January 01 

Henry Olsen January 01 

Jude Powers-Orth January 03 

Earl Brandt January 05 

Cora Hanson January 06 

Gretchen Dauck January 08 

Susan Schaub January 08 

Richard Johnson January 14 

Cara Boebel January 16 

Joanie Haugen January 20 

Ashlee Adler January 22 

Janice Cowan January 23 

Angela Humphrey January 23 

Candy Severson January 23 

Amanda Hefty January 24 

Bob Duhr January 25 

Reed Adler January 26 

Jane Field January 27 

Gregory Herrling January 28 

Charlotte McGree January 29 

Kristin Antonie January 31 
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Church Council Meeting December 16, 2021 

Pastor’s Report 

 

Baptisms -- 0 

Weddings – 0 

Funerals – 11/27/21 – Virginia Urness; 12/11/21 (non-member) Marit Peters 

 

Happy December as we find ourselves closing in once again on the celebration of Christmas and the 
promise of a Christ who will come again! 

 

As with any December, things have been hopping at VLC! 

 

We remembered a dear member and friend, Virginia Urness with her memorial service on Nov. 27th.  
Virginia is missed by many here in Vermont as she was a very visible leader and participant in church 
activities for many years. 

 

I also officiated at the funeral of Marit Peters on Dec. 11.  Though Marit hasn’t been a member of 
VLC for many years (after her family moved to Madison), there are still a few members who 
remember Marcus and Jorun Ravnan (Marit’s parents) and their family.  The organist and choir from 
St. Andrews Episcopal in Madison helped in making this quite a lovely funeral. 

 

We have our congregation and children’s-led Christmas program coming up on Sunday the 19th 
which always is a fun service and brings in many people.   Many thanks to Ellie Boebel  and Liz 
Herrling for pulling this together once again this year!  On Wednesday the 22nd, we will have our 
Blue Christmas service once again as we remember that this Christmas time is not always a joyful 
time for everyone – especially as we consider all of the people who have been affected by the COVID 
virus for another year, and those who have lost loved ones for any reason during this season we 
traditionally save for feasting and festivities.  Then, on the 24th of December, we will once again have 
our Christmas Eve worship with candle lighting and the Christmas Story.  Following this, on the 26th, 
we will have a service of celebrating the history and traditions surrounding our favorite Christmas 
hymns. 

 

To ring in the New Year on a respectful and meditative note, we will be holding a quiet service of 
reflection and contemplation once again on December 31 from 6 to 7 p.m.  I find that there are some 
folks who really enjoy this contemplative way to ring in the new year. 

 

We have two new members of VLC – Lisa and Chad Parrell.  Lisa is Missy Danz’s sister. And Lisa 
and Chad are not strangers to our congregation’s events.  We welcome them into our membership! 

 

I am still looking into working with people who are interested in being active at Vermont Lutheran at 
other times than Sunday morning worship.  We have this fabulous building that sits mostly unused 
during the week on Monday through Saturday, and I am looking for ideas on how to show the 
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JANUARY Altar Duty 
 

Bonnie Dauck  
Sue Schaub 

December 2021 
5th 35 

12th 46 

19th 68 

24th 85 

26th 35 

31st   5 

community that VLC is here to embolden and enlighten them throughout the week. 

 

I wish you a very Merry Christmas, and pray for God’s continued support and blessings upon 
Vermont Lutheran and its congregation in the new year to come! 

 

Christmas Peace! 

 
 

Monthly Financial Report 

December 2021 

 

   Contributions      Operating Expenses   

  20 21  2020  Change  2021  2020  Change 

Monthly  $  42,752  $   22,867 $  19,886   $ 12,064  $   10,374 $  1,690 

YTD  $ 178,875 $ 160,855 $  40,887  $ 138,547 $ 125,402 $ 13,145 

 

      Operating Cash   

    2021  2020  2019 

  Current Month $  150,779 $  105,892 $    42,254 
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We envision

VERMONT LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES  
Draft 

December 16,2021 
 

The December meeting of the Vermont Lutheran Church Council was called to order by Vice Presi-
dent Paul Dybdahl at 6:00 PM. President Aaron Tigert was delayed and did arrive shortly and re-
sumed the gavel. 
 
Attendance: Paul D, Steve H, Melissa H, Ellie B, Len S, Pastor Barry, Larry Z, Aaron T 
 
Devotions: Pastor Barry led us in Devotions with a dissection of the three great Christian Virtues – 
Faith, Hope  and Love. The greatest of these is Love and along with Faith is quite well understood. 
Hope is given less consideration. During this season of Advent, Hope is paramount ! It is a time to 
live with the joy of Something to look forward to – Christmas and the Holy Birth! 
 
Pastor’s Report: November and December reports – Aaron made a motion to approve both Reports, 
Steve seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. The reports are printed and can be read sepa-
rately. 
 
Secretary’s Report: No November meeting was held. Steve made a motion to accept the October 
Minutes. Aaron seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. The minutes are printed and can be 
read separately. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Steve reported that Vermont's financial condition remains steady through No-
vember. We are always hopeful for a strong December to close out the year. The Spending Plan deter-
minations for 2022 will be finalized at the January meeting. Also the Mission Fund distributions for 
2021 will be determined at the January meeting after all the 2021 financial numbers have been com-
puted. Ellie made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report, Melissa seconded the motion and it 
passed unanimously. The Report is printed separately. 
 
Business Items of Discussion: 
 
  Sound System Upgrade: PB, Larry and Peter previously met with a rep from JEM Productions to 
evaluate our current Sound System. Also a price estimate to upgrade to current sound system stand-
ards was requested. Peter was present to participate in the  Council discussion. Our two front mounted 
speakers will be tested for compatibility. Along with video equipment, computer, wiring, digital up-
grade, installation, warranty, and all other necessary components to complete a system upgrade, dollar 
estimates were provided. Cost range could be from $7,000-11,000. With around $22,000 currently in 
Undesignated Memorials, it was felt that this would be a worthwhile project using some of those 
funds. Steve made a motion to move forward with JEMs proposal for a  Audio/Video upgrade for our 
Church, Larry seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 
 
  God’s Work Our Hands: Vermont’s commitment to it’s portion of HI way 78 cleanup has not yet 
been accomplished. Aaron will contact people interested in helping with hopes of accomplishing this 
project before we receive snow cover. 
 
  Year-End Contributions Report: A letter needs to be drafted to go along with these reports. PB’s 
name was volunteered to write this letter and he accepted. 
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  Lighting Project: John Hallick has proposed to create a better outdoor lighting scheme for Ver-
mont Church. This would include enhanced outdoor lighting and also the opportunity to showcase our 
stained glass windows in the Church. We embraced John’s willingness to undertake this project and 
also gratitude of John and Jamie’s presenting this as a gift from them to Vermont! Aaron made a mo-
tion to allow the Hallicks to proceed, Paul seconded the motion and it was enthusiastically and unani-
mously approved. 
 
  Vermont Church Annual Meeting, 2022: The date for this meeting is set for January 30, 2022 at 
10:30 AM 
 
  Council Seat Replacements: Len Schaub, Larry Ziemer, Paul Dybdahl seats will need to be filled. 
Recruitment is in progress, anyone wishing voluntarily to step forward is welcome! 
 
  Endowment Committee: Paul Dybdahl seat will need to be filled 
 
  Sanctuary Handicapped Seating: It has been brought to our attention that we woefully neglect 
comfortable areas for wheelchair or walker dependent Church attendees. It was felt that by removing 
the front pew by the organ and perhaps modifying the length of a back or middle pew, it would create 
open space that could help these circumstances. Aaron made a motion that the Building and Property 
Committee should review and undertake this project to create space as needed.  Paul seconded the mo-
tion and it passed unanimously. 
 
  Fund Raisers: Following the likelihood that full Lutefisk Dinners will not be in our future, brain-
storming for additional fund raisers has begun. With hope and expectations that an event can be held 
every several months, a January event is being discussed. A Game night in the Gathering Place is ten-
tatively scheduled for Friday night January 28th.  Currently a May Garage Sale is also on the calendar 
with encouragement for members beginning now to set those items aside that they are willing to do-
nate for the sale! 
 
  Strategic Vision/Key Priorities: Discussion continued on the three prong Strategy for Vermont in-
cluding : Where Are We, Where Do We Want To Go, How Will We Get There. 
 
  Employees Review Summaries/Benefit Packages: The Council excused Pastor Barry for the re-
mainder of the meeting as the Council went into Executive Session. The  purpose was for the Employ-
ees Review Summaries/Benefit Packages being presented to the Council for  discussion. 
 
  Executive Session was adjourned, followed by a motion to adjourn the regular meeting by Ellie and 
seconded by Larry. 
  The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 PM. 
 
  The next scheduled meeting is Monday January 17th 2022 at 6:00 PM 
 
  Submitted by Larry Ziemer, Secretary 
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ELCA NEWS 

U.S. Wildfires - Lutheran Disaster Response 
The Situation: 
On Dec. 30, the Marshall Fire ignited in Boulder County, Colo. Over 6,200 acres burned quickly, forcing the 
evacuations of 35,000 people. The fire spread throughout suburban neighborhoods, destroying at least 500 
homes. While December wildfires are rare, the severe drought in the western United States created 
hazardous conditions that allowed the Marshall Fire to spread rapidly. This unusual fire is one of the impacts 
of a changing climate and will become increasingly more common. 

Our Response: 
Lutheran Disaster Response is engaging with the Rocky Mountain Synod and Lutheran Family Services Rocky 
Mountains to respond to the impact of the fires. We anticipate that immediate needs will include emotional 
and spiritual care, temporary shelters, food and other necessities. With local partners, Lutheran Disaster 
Response will continue to accompany survivors throughout the years of long-term recovery. 

What you can do: 
Pray: 
Please pray for the communities that lie in the paths of wildfires in Colorado. May God's healing presence 
give them peace and hope in their time of need. Pray that God will deliver comfort to those who mourn and 
strength to those working diligently to contain the fires and care for affected communities. 

Give: 
Your gifts will support wildfire survivors. Gifts to "U.S. Wildfires" will be used in full (100%) to assist those 
affected by wildfires until the response is complete. Or make a general donation to Lutheran Disaster 
Response so we can respond to disasters whenever and wherever they strike. 

Connect: 
To learn more 
about the 
situation and 
the ELCA’s 
response: 

Sign up to 
receive 
Lutheran 
Disaster 
Response alerts. 
Check the 
Lutheran 
Disaster 
Response blog. 

"Like" Lutheran Disaster Response on Facebook, follow @ELCALDR on Twitter and follow @ELCA_LDR 
on Instagram. 

https://community.elca.org/uswildfires
https://community.elca.org/lutherandisasterresponse
https://community.elca.org/lutherandisasterresponse
http://listserv.elca.org/cgi-bin/wa.exe?SUBED1=DISASTER&A=1
https://blogs.elca.org/disasterresponse/
https://www.facebook.com/ELCALDR
https://twitter.com/elcaldr
https://www.instagram.com/elca_ldr/
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 Lutheran Social Services NEWS 

You are a special part of LSS’ 140-year history! 

Whether you “knew us when”, you 
work/volunteer with us now or we just 
recently met – we want to hear from you! 

Please share the ways that LSS has positively 
impacted your life or the lives of those you 
love.  Go now to www.tribute.co/lsswhy to 
record your personal story right from your 
computer or phone. 

And don’t worry – multiple retakes are 
permitted until you are fully satisfied with 
your message. 

Don’t have a personal LSS story? That’s okay 
– please send an Anniversary message of 
support and hope to our clients and 
colleagues instead.  All uploaded video 
messages will appear right here! 

 

 

 

Winter, 1985 President 

Message 

This “welcome to the new year” message 
appeared 37 years ago in the “LSS News 
"newsletter. Then LSS President, Pastor 
Benjamin Gjenvick, quotes the Apostle 
Paul making it clear that LSS is setting a 
course towards achieving shared 
objectives. LSS today is focused on serving 
more people better. Like Pastor Gjenvick 
and our LSS colleagues from 1985, we are 
listening and will continue to co-create 
with our family of churches, individual 
supporters and volunteers to share our 
God-given gifts with the people who need 
us most. 

http://www.tribute.co/lsswhy
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I               Call or email 

 

 

 

 

             to 

       

        Jan Cowan - 767-4616 -  jancowan@tds.net 
        Kay Rettenmund - 767-2328 - rett@tds.net.  

Visit Vermont’s Website:  

www.vermontlutheran.org 

Password:  God’sWork 

 

Log on to see all Vermont  

news and pictures!   

  

February Newsletter  
articles are due  
January 27th 

to Elizabeth Herrling at 
vermont_church@tds.net 

Vermont Lutheran Church 

9886 Vermont Church Road 
Black Earth, WI   53515 

Telephone (608) 767-3312 
 

E-mail address:  Vermont_Church@tds.net 
Website:   vermontlutheran.org 

It is our time to build a legacy 

Become a member of the Legacy Fund.  Members of the Legacy Fund come from all walks of life 
and are united by a desire to preserve our beautiful Church and Cemetery. 
Vermont Lutheran Church owns and maintains a cemetery, historic church building and Gathering 
Place with a hilltop viewscape. Christian stewardship involves the faithful management of all the 

gifts God has given us, including accumulated, inherited and appreciated resources. Therefore, 
we created the Legacy Fund to encourage, receive and administer these gifts. 

Our goal is to generate a Legacy Fund of $1 Million dollars, or more. 

Through receipt of bequests, grants and/or gifts, contributions to the Legacy Fund and investment 
growth will serve two very important purposes now and into the future: 

 To purchase neighboring land for expansion of the cemetery; and/or 

 Provide funds for future maintenance of the cemetery and/or building and grounds needs of 
the Church. 

 
Any legacy member whose contribution totals $1,000 or more will be recognized with a brass 
plate on a prominently displayed plaque. Annual meeting reports will include all the names of 
those individuals who made a contribution of any amount that year. 


