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HE MESSENGER 

 

Vermont Lutheran Church’s Mission Statement: 

Christians Actively Reaching Out Experiencing Christ and Spreading His Word 

From Pastor Barry’s Desk . . . 

  

 

Happy Easter!  It’s one of the two BIG holidays in our culture, and along with 
the possibility of being able to do some things outdoors again, it waits eagerly 
for celebration time once again in a big way. 

Maybe it has been all of the time that has been allowed for deep contemplation 
this year, but I’ve been thinking a lot about Easter this year.  And, for some 
reason I’m stuck in Maundy Thursday – Good Friday mode.  That is, I have 
been spending time thinking about the time before the crucifixion – which 
normally we want to hurry up to get past so that we can get on with the 
festivities. 

Good Friday was actually bad in our eyes.  It was a day of pain and sorrow, 
suffering and death.  Not particularly the kinds of things we like to dwell on in 
general.  But these days were actually the ultimate pinnacle of Jesus’ ministry, 

not the resurrection on Easter morning.  Let me explain… 

On Maundy Thursday, Jesus knew the end was very near. In order to make things crystal clear for 
those he was leaving “in charge”, we have the Last Supper scenario.  Now, contrary to some popular 
belief, Jesus did not celebrate the Seder meal with the disciples as this wasn’t a practice adopted by 
the Jewish people until many years later.  According to Rev. Roger Mosley, “Many assume that 
Jesus, at the Last Supper, conducted what we now know of as a traditional Passover Seder with the 
Pesakh (pascal) offering of the lamb, matza, bitter herbs, the telling of the tale of the Exodus from 
Egypt, and other rituals as found in the Jewish Passover Hagada. This is incorrect. To put it 
bluntly, Jesus certainly celebrated Passover, but neither he nor his disciples ever attended a Seder, 
any more than they drove a car or used a cell phone.”  

This doesn’t negate the importance of Jesus’ sharing of the meal or 
washing the disciples’ feet.  But he wasn’t celebrating something in the 
past (the Exodus) as much as he was readying his disciples for something 
which was to come.  This was more of an “ordination” of sorts – a 
graduation ceremony for the disciples.  Jesus was sending the disciples 
out as he had done before, but this time it was long-term.  Jesus wasn’t 
going to be around anymore and they would have to be the official leaders 
in this new sect of believers. 

Good Friday shouldn’t be passed over (pun intended) either.  Jesus was 
knowingly submitting to the earthly powers that sought his death.  He 
didn’t fight, he didn’t call together a militia to stand ready, he didn’t call 
for people to stand between him and the Roman and Jewish leaders, he 
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From Pastor Barry’s Desk (continued) 

 

In-person services will resume 

Sunday, May 2nd 

at 9:30am 
 

We can’t wait to see you all again! 

More details to come in next month’s newsletter. 

News 

simply stood his ground and refused to recant his words.  That takes a lot of guts.  Truly.   

I guess I’m just not ready to celebrate until I have come to really understand and appreciate all of the 
importance that went into what lead up to Easter morning. Then I can celebrate the beauty of God’s 
never-ending love and compassion and really appreciate it. 

Pastor Barry  
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Easter (B) – Mark 16:1-8 

The Path of Discipleship:  Beyond the Grave 

Focus Question:  W hat does the resurrection of Jesus mean for those who follow as disciples? 

 

 word of life   

“He (Jesus) has been raised; he is not here.”   Mark 16:6b (NRSV) 

 

 

Read Mark 16:1-8 

The account of the day of Jesus’ resurrection in Mark’s Gospel at first reading seems incomplete and leaves the reader 
unsatisfied, wanting more.  There is no resurrection appearance, no earthquake to explain the movement of the stone at 
the tomb’s entrance, no conversation between Mary and the risen Christ, no disciples running to see the empty tomb.   
Perhaps most troubling, there is no telling of the good news of the resurrection to anyone.  The Gospel ends (originally) 
with the women leaving the tomb saying nothing to anyone, “for they were afraid.”  (Mark 16:8 NRSV) 

 1. What is your reaction to Mark’s resurrection account? 

 2. Why do you think it ends this way? 
 

Obviously the early church was troubled by this ending as well.  Later manuscripts added other endings which “tidy 
things up” with “the rest of the story” – the women telling others and the risen Christ appearing to his disciples.  (See 
Mark 16:8b, and 16:9-18.)   

 3. What message do you think the Gospel writer of Mark is trying to convey? 

 

Perhaps this abrupt ending is consistent with Mark’s style of writing – short, terse, just the facts.  But perhaps there are 
other meanings to consider: 

+ The resurrection of Jesus is understood and accepted only by faith.  There is no appearance of the resurrected Christ, 
no empty burial shroud – simply the message, “He has been raised; he is not here.”  (Mark 16:6 NRSV)   The mystery of 
the resurrection is not solved with eyewitness accounts.  Rather, it is left to the hearer to decide whether the words are 
true. The common, scientific phrase is reversed:  “Believing is seeing.”  

+ Similarly, it is left to the hearer to complete the story.  Obviously, the women tell the story to someone, for the story is 
told by Jesus’ disciples today.  Yet the abrupt ending can be a wonderful reminder of our calling to “go and tell.”  We 
can easily be filled with awe at the profound news of the resurrection and fail to share the story with others.  Yet the 
commission of the angelic messenger at the tomb is spoken to disciples of every time and place, “But go, tell his 
disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee:  there you will see him, just as he told you.”  (Mark 16:7 
NRSV) 

+ “Tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you.”  It is Peter who boldly confesses Jesus as the Messiah, yet 
who denies him three times.  It is the same Peter who is individually named to hear the news of the resurrection.  The 
resurrected Christ brings forgiveness and new beginnings.  The resurrected Christ goes before the disciples of every age 
and meets us in our everyday world and in our everyday places. 

 4. How does Mark’s account motivate you to share the good news? 
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Bible Study  (continued) 

word among us  

Sometimes one little word can make all the difference.  Take a moment to answer the following question: 

 1. What one word would you use to describe the meaning of Easter Sunday? 

 

No doubt many wonderful, grand words come to mind.  But think instead of a simple, three-letter word which peppers 
the Easter story in Mark’s gospel:  the word “but.”  The word is scattered throughout the eight verses of Mark 16 in 
strategic places.   

  2. Look through Mark 16:1-8 to see where the word is found. 

 

The women are frightened, but the angelic messenger calms their fears.   They have come to find the body of Jesus, but 
they hear instead the incredible news that he is risen.  They are awestruck, filled with terror and amazement, yet they are 
told, “But go, tell ….” 

 

Yes, one little word can change everything.   It seemed that the story had come to an end.  Jesus died a cruel death on the 
cross.  It was finished.  The women come to the tomb to do the last act of devotion – to anoint the lifeless body of Jesus 
for burial.  They feel powerless, unable to stop death, unable to move away the large stone entombing their Lord. 

 

But ….  (There it is again!)  But the stone is rolled away.  But Jesus is not there.  But Christ is risen!  

 3. Think of the significance of that one little word in your daily life. Share examples. 

      

Pain and difficulties can weigh us down like a cold stone that cannot be budged.  Death and sorrow can cover us as a 
shroud.  Guilt and anxiety, fear of the future, or frustration over the past can entomb us, with seemingly no light at the 
end of the tunnel. 

 

But God pulls off the greatest r eversal of all in the resur rection of Chr ist.  The last word spoken is not death, but 
life; not sorrow, but joy; not guilt, but forgiveness.  Old definitions of what can or cannot be no longer apply since God 
acted at Easter.  God breaks down the locked doors of whatever it is that shuts us in, and God promises wonderful 
surprises through that little word. 

 4. How do you experience the power of the resurrection in your life? 

 

But there is something more.  This wonderful news is not just for  us to keep to ourselves.  The words are spoken 
to us on this Easter morning, “But go, tell ….”  Tell the world the good news of Easter.  Tell the world that death is not 
the final word, but life eternal is ours through Christ our Lord.  Tell the world that God is not confined to one time and 
place, but Christ goes before us and meets us wherever we find ourselves to be. 

 

Prayer 

We praise you, God, for the promise of life that is ours in the resurrection of Jesus.  Amen 

Dig Deeper 

Read the other Gospel accounts of the resurrection. (Matthew 28, Luke 24, John 20)  

last word 

Greet someone this week  

with the Easter message, 

“Christ is risen!”   
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April 1 

Last Supper 

Luke 22:1-27 

 

April 2 

Crucifixion 

Luke 23:32-47 

 

April 4 

Resurrection  

Luke 24:1-12 

 

April 11 

Emmaus Road 

Luke 24:13-35 

 

April 18 

Stephen’s Witness 

Acts 6:1-7:2a, 44-60 

 

April 25 

Ethiopian Eunuch Baptized 

Acts 8:26-39 

    

   

 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS 

Margaret Humphrey April 03 

Karsten Haugen April 05 

Mary Nelson April 10 

Raegan Tigert April 10 

Lauren Berger April 11 

Janelle Dyreson April 12 

Thomas Watkins April 14 

Travis Berger April 16 

Brenda Barsness April 19 

Marlene Ludolph April 19 

Jerry Howery April 20 

Noah King April 26 

Jack Haugen April 28 
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DRAFT 
Vermont Lutheran Church Council Minutes 

March 17, 2021 
 

The March meeting of the Vermont Lutheran Council was held via ZOOM conference video. Vice President 
Paul Dybdahl called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM. 
 
Attendance: Paul D, Jamie H, Joel F, Steve H, Pastor Barry, Ellie B, Melissa H, Len S, Larry Z 

 
Devotions: Pastor Barry led us in Devotions. The meeting, having landed on St. Patrick’s Day, gave 
PB the opportunity to give us a brief history of St. Patrick, actually not canonized  a Saint by the 
Church but rather as a peoples choice. Along with other facts, a myth was busted about his driving 
snakes out of Ireland, which there were very few of due to it being an island.  It is predominately 
Americans who choose to celebrate this March 17 festivity! 
 
Reports – Consent Agenda Items: 
 
Pastor’s Report – Can be read as presented and printed separately 

Secretary’s Report – February draft of minutes ( March minutes printed separately) 
Treasurer’s Report – Can be read as presented and printed separately 

 
Len made a motion to approve all reports as presented, Steve seconded, and the motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
Old Business: 
 

Outreach Visits and Phone Calls by PB – This is being done as Covid permits with help from 
other members reporting on the welfare of shut ins and seniors 

 
2020 VL Strategy Work and Committee Review: The Strategy Work begun in 2020 by President 

Aaron T, a vision for Vermont Lutheran, was agreed to be put on hold at this time. Due to the 
Covid 19 shutdown and our future unknown at this time we are going to pause this program 
until we can get back to in person meeting and the Church is actively functioning once again. 
The same for the Committee Review. Once we have a clearer picture of our active Church this 
program will become a point of conversation. 

 
New Business: 
 

Survey Monkey: The Survey sent out to members regarding reopening the Church was met with a good 
response. Approximately 60% of responses indicated that going back to in person Services should be 
done in a one to two month period. The majority of responses referenced that having the Covid vaccine 
was of primary concern. The Easter Service on April 4 will be a good opportunity to test the waters on 
our ability to move forward in the future. 
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Monthly Financial Report  

Mar-21  

     

Contributions  2021  2020  Change 

Monthly    $  11,687   $     9,605   $          2,083  

YTD    $  33,411   $  39,623   $        (6,212) 

     

Operating Expenses 2021  2020  Change 

Monthly    $  10,796   $  10,439   $              357  

YTD    $  34,293   $  32,435   $          1,857  

     

Operating Cash     

Current Month 2021    $     106,277  

Current Month 2020    $        59,286  

Current Month 2019    $     106,342  

 
Election of Officers: 

Nominations: 
President – Aaron T 
Vice President – Paul D 
Treasurer – Steve H 
Secretary – Larry Z 
 
Ellie B made a motion to elect all by a unanimous ballot. Jamie H seconded the motion and it passed 
unanimously. All candidates were elected for a 1 year term. 
 
The next scheduled Council Meeting will be Thursday, April 22nd  at 6:30 PM 
 
Larry made a motion to adjourn the meeting, Jamie seconded the motion and the meeting was adjourned at 
7:15 PM by a unanimous vote. 
 
Pastor Barry led us in The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Submitted by Larry Ziemer, Secretary 
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Church Council Meeting March 16, 2021 

Pastor’s Report 

 

  

Our prayers go out to the Meigs family as they continue to search for Tiah, who remains missing. 

 

Confirmation students have been paired up with mentors as in previous years, and are finishing up 
their Lenten conversations.  We will resume class in person on April 7th. 

 

The roll-out of vaccines for the COVID virus are picking up, and I expect most folk will have had the 
chance to get their vaccines by the end of June.   We will have an outdoor Easter service at 10:00 Sun-
day morning, April 4th.  I hope then, to continue outdoor worship once the weather warms up and we 
should be back to indoor worship in July.  That is my forecast for now if everything keeps going ac-
cording to plan! 

 

I have received an email response from Bishop Eaton regarding her actions with the National Council 
of Churches and have forwarded that email to our Council.  If anyone else would like to read a copy 
of that, they can contact Liz. 

 

I will receive my first COVID vaccine on Thursday of this week,  
and the 2nd on April 15th.   I look forward to be among the many 
that have been vaccinated against this dreaded virus! 

 

I plan on taking a week off on May 17-22 as we prepare (and I 
officiate) at our son Bob’s wedding. 

 

That’s all for this month.   

 

Peace, 

Pastor Barry 

March 2021 

3rd 17 views 

7th    19 views 

10th 7 views 

14th    14 views  

17th  12 views 

21st    16 views 

24th 5 views 

28th 22 views 

 

HOPE TO SEE YOU SOON! 

 

 

 

WELCA  News 

APRIL Altar Duty 
 

 Denise Boehnen & Patty Herrling 
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Synod News  
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Synod News  (continued) 

MAY 2021 SYNOD ASSEMBLY CANCELLED  

until FURTHER NOTICE 

 
Please let your elected representatives for the Synod Assembly 

know that there will not be a Synod Assembly in May 2021. The 

synod council sets the date for synod assemblies and has recently 

voted not to have a Synod Assembly in May.   There may be a 

synod assembly held in the fall.  We will keep you informed 

regarding any potential dates and Assembly plans.    

        News 
The reports I'm getting from our global COVID-19 response teams are troubling. More than a year 
after the start of the pandemic, the needs are still colossal. And our resources to respond are quickly 
depleting. 

 
Too many children, women, men 
and seniors from Indonesia to In-
dia and from Kenya to Peru lack 
basic protections. And people 
struggling in poverty, refugees and 
other marginalized groups are at 
the greatest risk of not being able 
to receive a vaccine and getting 
sick and dying.  
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News from ELCA 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l6cr5ChcxHc  



12 

I               Call or email 

 

 

 

 

             to 

       

        Jan Cowan - 767-4616 -  jancowan@tds.net 
        Kay Rettenmund - 767-2328 - rett@tds.net.  

Visit Vermont’s Website:  

www.vermontlutheran.org 

Password:  God’sWork 

 

Log on to see all Vermont  

news and pictures!   

  

May Newsletter  
articles are due  

April 29th 

to Elizabeth Herrling at 
vermont_church@tds.net 

Vermont Lutheran Church 

9886 Vermont Church Road 
Black Earth, WI   53515 

Telephone (608) 767-3312 
 

E-mail address:  Vermont_Church@tds.net 
Website:   vermontlutheran.org 

It is our time to build a legacy 

Become a member of the Legacy Fund.  Members of the Legacy Fund come from all walks of life 
and are united by a desire to preserve our beautiful Church and Cemetery. 
Vermont Lutheran Church owns and maintains a cemetery, historic church building and Gathering 
Place with a hilltop viewscape. Christian stewardship involves the faithful management of all the 

gifts God has given us, including accumulated, inherited and appreciated resources. Therefore, 
we created the Legacy Fund to encourage, receive and administer these gifts. 

Our goal is to generate a Legacy Fund of $1 Million dollars, or more. 

Through receipt of bequests, grants and/or gifts, contributions to the Legacy Fund and investment 
growth will serve two very important purposes now and into the future: 

 To purchase neighboring land for expansion of the cemetery; and/or 

 Provide funds for future maintenance of the cemetery and/or building and grounds needs of 
the Church. 

 
Any legacy member whose contribution totals $1,000 or more will be recognized with a brass 
plate on a prominently displayed plaque. Annual meeting reports will include all the names of 
those individuals who made a contribution of any amount that year. 


