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HE MESSENGER 

 

Vermont Lutheran Church’s Mission Statement: 

Christians Actively Reaching Out Experiencing Christ and Spreading His Word 

From Pastor Barry’s Desk .  . 

  

 

Dear Beloved Community of Christ in Vermont Township (and 
beyond), 

As we near the time of Christmas, allow me, if you will, this 
short time to bring you greetings of great joy and hope – based 
on the promise once more of the coming again of the Christ. 

It’s not quite as strange and strained as last year, but our COVID 
restrictions come to us once again at a time of joy and merriment 
as still we celebrate that birth of Jesus more than 2,000 years 
ago.  The Good News that we have to share with all the world is that, despite whatever tough 
news or circumstances we can identify, the message remains the same – Jesus is coming!   

The world continues to turn, people die and new children are born; we get older and hopefully 
a little wiser; the world moves in its cycles – creating more who are poor and more who are 
rich – and we continue to try to balance out the allocation of resources so that all may be 
satisfied.  People change, cultures change… nothing is the same as it was yesterday, or a week 
ago, or ten years ago.  They say that the only thing that remains constant is that things change.  
And yet, our message continues to be – Jesus is coming! 

New cities are formed, even new countries as we witness that Barbados has now become its 
own sovereignty and has broken away from England’s commonwealth.  Mountains erode, seas 
rise, what once has been may be no more – change is everywhere.  And yet, our message 
continues to be – Jesus is coming! 

Church attendance rises and falls; churches are born and go away; 
pastors come and go; more children of God baptized and more sent 
on to eternal life.  Jesus Christ may be the same yesterday and today 
and forever more (Hebrews 13:8), but the group of followers who 
call themselves disciples look much different today than they did 
thirty to forty years ago.  Churches look different than they did 
thirty to forty years ago.    Churches worship differently than they 
did thirty to forty years ago.  But despite all the changes in how and 
where we worship our God, our message still remains the same – 
Jesus is coming!  

What we as people thought was “absolutely, and without question, 
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true” has been found to change as we learn more and grow more as a people.  The earth was 
once sworn to be flat, but we know that’s not true.  Leeches were the way to rid people of 
fevers and disease – that is so seldom counted on anymore.  Christopher Columbus and Spain 
was the first to come upon the continent of North America – little did he know that the 
Norwegians had beat him by 500 years!  Oh, the things we were so sure were true beyond the 
shadow of a doubt, only to be shown to be wrong – not because anyone was willfully wrong, 
they just didn’t know any better.  Through all of this change in knowledge and understanding, 
there is one thing that we have held firm to: our message still remains the same – Jesus is 
coming! 

So once again we celebrate Advent and the Christmas season.  We do so with hope in the midst 
of change.  We do so despite the world that evolves around us.  We do so despite those who say 
that we are mistaken.  Despite everything, our message remains the same:  Jesus is coming! 

Why?  Because God promised us.  THE God, the One who started the whole world in the first 
place, THAT God… promised us the return of our Savior.  He came once to a world in need 
and walked among mortal souls.  And he will come again.  He has to; he promised! 

Get ready, Jesus is coming!  Amen – let it be so!  Merry Christmas!          Pastor Barry 

Pastor’s Message  (continued) 

Highlights 

ALL SAINTS DAY 

Dennis’s neighbor and longtime friend, Clyde Mueller, posted a valedictory on Facebook. 

“Close the gate for his has been struggle enough; put the tractor in the shed. 

Years were not easy, many down right hard, but your faith transcends. 

Put away your tools and sleep in peace;  the fences have all been mended. 

You raised a fine family, worked the land well and always followed the sun. 

Hang up your shovel inside the barn; your work here on earth is done. 

The sun is setting, the cattle are bedded and here now is the end of your day. 

Wash off your boots in the puddle left by the rain one final time. 

Take off your gloves and put them down—no more sweat and worry for you now. 

Your labor is done, your home is heaven; no more must wait. 

You legacy live on, on your love of the land, and we will close the gate. 

You will be greatly missed, Dennis” 

 

John Sumwalt is a retired pastor and the on of a dairy farmers.  He is the author of “Shining Moments: Vi-
sions of the Holy in Ordinary Lives.” 
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Highlights   (continued) 

The Sunday School made center pieces 
for the dining room at Heartland Nursing 
Home. They thanked the Sunday School 
for thinking of the residents. We look 
forward to future projects this year. 
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News    

In Case you missed Giving Tuesday 
November 30, 2021 

GivingTuesday is a global generosity movement unleashing the power of people and organizations to transform their communi-
ties and the world.  It is a day that encourages people to do good.  

We've created a directory to help you find organizations, events, and ways to give back to organizations that Vermont Lutheran 
Church supports:  

Vermont Lutheran Church 
            https://www.vermontlutheran.org/  

Annual Mission Projects 
ELCA Good Gifts 
            https://goodgifts.elca.org/ 
South Central Synod of Wisconsin 
            https://scsw-elca.org/ministries/ 
Sugar Creek Bible Camp 
            http://wp.sugarcreekbiblecamp.org/ 
Lutheran World Relief 
            https://lwr.org/  
Wartburg Seminary 
            https://www.wartburgseminary.edu/ 
 
American Red Cross 
            https://www.redcross.org/donate/donation.html  
Carbone Cancer Center 
            https://www.uwhealth.org/uw-carbone-cancer-center/ways-to-give/27367 
Heights Unlimited Food Pantry 
            https://www.heightsunlimited.net/donations  
Mazomanie Community Food Pantry - Christians in Action 
            109 W Hudson St, Mazomanie, WI 53560 
Pennies for Poverty 
            https://www.penniesforpoverty.org/  
Porchlight 
            https://porchlightinc.org/donate/  
Salvation Army 
            https://www.salvationarmyusa.org/usn/ways-to-give/  
UW Children’s Hospital 
            https://www.uwhealthkids.org/get-involved/in-kind-donations/35459  
VA Homeless Vets 
            https://www.madison.va.gov/giving/ 

2020 Mission Project 
Briarpatch Youth Services 
  https://youthsos.org/get-involved/donate  
Luke House 
 https://www.lukehousemadison.org/donate-online/ 
Neighbors Helping Neighbors 
 https://www.mthorebneighbors.org/donate  

2019 Mission Project 
DreamBikes 
            https://dream-bikes.org/  
 
 
or give the gift to of God by inviting someone to Vermont Lutheran Church over the holiday season. 

Do you still have shopping to do?  When you shop at smile.amazon.com/ch/39-0957466, AmazonSmile donates to Vermont 
Lutheran Church at no cost to you!  

https://www.vermontlutheran.org/
https://goodgifts.elca.org/
https://scsw-elca.org/ministries/
http://wp.sugarcreekbiblecamp.org/
https://lwr.org/
https://www.wartburgseminary.edu/
https://www.redcross.org/donate/donation.html
https://www.uwhealth.org/uw-carbone-cancer-center/ways-to-give/27367
https://www.heightsunlimited.net/donations
https://www.facebook.com/Mazomanie-Community-Food-Pantry-Christians-in-Action-541607309360370/about/
https://www.facebook.com/Mazomanie-Community-Food-Pantry-Christians-in-Action-541607309360370/about/
https://www.penniesforpoverty.org/
https://porchlightinc.org/donate/
https://www.salvationarmyusa.org/usn/ways-to-give/
https://www.uwhealthkids.org/get-involved/in-kind-donations/35459
https://www.madison.va.gov/giving/
https://youthsos.org/get-involved/donate
https://www.lukehousemadison.org/donate-online/
https://www.mthorebneighbors.org/donate
https://dream-bikes.org/
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=2IL04BWBRBONE&K=6W0I20AC5ZZE&M=urn:rtn:msg:20191202081227baef6add8bc3426d8a7d82100aa0p0na&R=384G1B39EVE09&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F39-0957466&H=RPX6TT6OGROFYYEAKV2VSYSQ0OQA
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News   (continued) 

DECEMBER 19TH at 9:30 am—Christmas Program 

We are still in need of volunteers!  The Christmas Program will be composed of volunteer selections 
and songs.  All ages and levels of competence are accepted.  A six year old playing a little piano 
piece, a vocal solo or ensemble, a ukulele group, or a song on a band instrument would greatly 
appreciated.  Feel free to participate.   

   

 Christmas Skit— The Savior’s Birth 

The Sunday School students will be performing a skit.  We need teen and/or adult actors for 
the parts of the narrator, Angel and Wisemen. 

 

Anyone who would like to contribute, please contact the church office and tell us: 

 Music—the type of the piece you have selected to perform and the name, if you need the 
   music or the music in another key 

 Acting—the part you would like to perform 

 

DECEMBER 22ND at 6pm-Blue Christmas Service 

 

DECEMBER 24TH at 4:30pm  
 - Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

 

DECEMBER 31st at 6pm—New Year’s Eve Service 
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News  (continued)  
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Getting to Know Our Missions 

We envision

The South-Central Synod of Wisconsin (SCSW-ELCA) is one of 65 synods of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). As 138 congregations and worshiping communities across 13 
counties in south-central Wisconsin, we walk together to care for, connect and equip our 
congregations to be the heart and hands of Jesus.  

Local Conferences 

 Our Synod is organized into 12 working groups called 
Conferences. Each conference is led by a Conference Dean 
who convenes their group on a regular basis for collegiality 
and collaboration. God created us to be in community 
knowing we work best as Christ-minded disciples when we 
walk together.  

South-Central Synod of Wisconsin 2021–2022  Budget 

We are church together!  

Thank you for your generosity that makes ministry possible in this part of God’s kingdom, the South-
central Synod of Wisconsin of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.  

At the heart of our spending plan are you and your offerings. Without them, we could not carry out the 
mission and ministry of this synod. Thank you!  

First and foremost, our mission is to carry out God’s mission of loving and serving our neighbor. And 
that starts with you. We support you, our lay leaders, pastors, deacons and all who participate in the 
life of this church. We are one of 65 synods across the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
comprised of 138 congregations and worshipping communities across 12 counties serving 86,911 
baptized members.  

In addition to funding leadership support in our synod, part of your offering that gets sent on to us is 
sent on to the larger expression of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. You become part of 
the vital ministry of the ELCA that changes lives locally and globally. Your offerings matter. Your 
generosity shows the love of Jesus through your support of the ministries described in this story of 
how we are church together for the sake of the world. While we can’t be in all places that need the 
heart and hands of Jesus, our offerings send those who can. Thank you for your generosity and for 
“walking together” with us.  

Following are the details of our shared work. This is our story of God’s work among God’s people. 
2021– 2022 Proposed Spending Plan: Total $1,315,047 How Your Offerings Flow We consider our 
work a partnership between congregations, the Synod and the churchwide organization. A portion of 
offerings as decided by the leadership of each congregation is passed on to the synod as Mission 
Support and is used for ministries beyond our doors.  
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Getting to Know Our Missions   (continued) 

47 cents of every dollar  of mission suppor t is used for  
reaching out beyond our local communities. Your 
offerings support ELCA World Hunger, Lutheran 
Disaster Response and Young Adults in Global Mission 
to name a few of the ministries that benefit from our 
partnership. These offerings also help to start new 
congregations throughout the United States, revitalize 
established congregations, train mission developers, and 
equip missionaries.  

Total $611,000  

6.2% of the congregational mission support goes directly 
to the ELCA seminaries in our region, Wartburg 
Theological Seminary, Dubuque, Iowa and Lutheran 
School of Theology at Chicago.  

6.2% is shared between the three Campus Ministries in 
our Synod: UW Madison, UW Whitewater, and UW 
Platteville. Your offerings help us raise up future leaders 
for our church as we move into the future, and we are 
grateful for the ability to contribute.  

Total $161,200  
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December 5 

Ezekiel: Valley of Dry Bones 

Ezekiel 37:1-14 

John 11:25-26  

December 12 

Word Accomplishes God’s Purpose  

Isaiah 55:1-13  

John 4:13-14  

December 19 

Word Made Flesh 

John 1:1-18  

Psalm 130:5-8 

December 24 

Birth of Jesus 

Luke 2:1-14 [15-20] 

Psalm 96:7-10  

December 25 

Shepherds Visit 

Luke 2:8-20  

Psalm 102:13-15  

December 26 

A Voice in the Wilderness 

John 1:19-34  

Psalm 32:1-2  

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Luke Herrling December 01 

Nora Collins December 04 

Ron Boehnen December 05 

Micah Hanson December 07 

Brandtly Parrell December 07 

Aaron Tigert December 07 

Rita Tigert December 07 

Paul Ohlrogge December 08 

Linda Page December 08 

William Hanson December 10 

Ingerid Kvam December 11 

Molly Parrell December 12 

Jenna Endres December 13 

Brooke Statz December 13 

Trygve Skalet December 15 

Amy Schlimgen December 17 

Ethan Myers December 18 

Dennis Schafer December 21 

Drew Schlimgen December 24 

Michael Page December 28 

Erika Forseth December 29 

Lucas Danz December 30 

Brogan Page December 31 
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Church Council Meeting November 18, 2021 

Pastor’s Report 
 

Baptisms -- 0 

Weddings – 0 

Funerals -- 11/15/21 for Ken Johnson (Rev. Bill White assisting). 

 

We had a wonderful October culminating with a grand celebration of Reformation Sunday and our 
Confirmation Service on the 31st.  Six students were confirmed this year, two of whom (Owen Danz 
and Cora Hansen) were to be Confirmed last year but were postponed by the pandemic and four were 
from the class of 2021 (Reed Adler, Mya Boebel, Luke Herrling and Ethan Myers).  All six had 
passed their in-person interviews with Pastor Barry, who quizzed them on the Lord’s Prayer, The 
Apostles’ Creed, and The Ten Commandments. They will prove to be great assets to the Church in 
their futures! 

 

We had one funeral for Ken Johnson, who though not a member, was a frequent visitor to Vermont 
Lutheran and a valued member of the community.  Ken’s service included a message from Pastor Bill 
White, who was Senior Pastor at Bethel Lutheran Church in Madison for many years. 

 

The Quilters continue to be busy on Monday mornings, inviting one and all to join in their festivities 
and needlework.  Even some men have been involved (though maybe not all in a more “voluntary” 
position), especially in the setting up and arrangements of the quilting space.  The ladies are always 
encouraging more people to become involved and have a wonderful time each week – I know, 
because I can hear the laughter ring up the stairs from the basement as I hear the joy of those who are 
working together! 

 

Our take-out Meatballs and Gravy (and lefse) dinner was a big success!  Many comments were made 
by people looking forward to a time when we can gather again in person in the Fellowship Hall, 
saying that they missed the festivities and camaraderie of seeing each other in person while sitting 
down to feast.  Questions about next year were met with comments such as, “We’ll have to see what 
next fall brings!”  Though hopeful, we are living in times of unrest and uncertainty about what next 
month, let alone next year, will bring… 

 

Attendance has been steady on Sunday mornings.  We are not up to the attendance figures we have 
seen in previous years, but again, the COVID brings a lot of uncertainty about large-group gatherings.  
The Dane County mask mandate is set to expire at the end of November, and holidays are soon to be 
upon us, so we will have to see what will be in “norm” for church attendance in the future. 

 

After a sabbatical of sorts during the pandemic, I have taken over as the Chair of the Mount Horeb 
Ecumenical Clergy Association once more.  We usually meet monthly with area clergy to see what 
we can do with the agreement that we all have in Jesus as the Christ and how that can affect our 
communities. 
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DecemBER Altar Duty 
 

Joan Haugen 
Kris Antonie 

South-Central Synod 
NEWS   

ELCA Missionary 
Newsletter 

Advent Greetings Supporters and 
Friends! 

   

We are happy to be able share our latest newsletter update with you all. Click here to view the 
newsletter. In addition to our newsletter, please see below your invitation to a 3-part webinar on 
“the Magnificat” or Mary’s Song from Luke 1:46-55. The three, 1-hour sessions will be held on 
December 15

th
, 16

th
, and 17

th
. The webinar is in celebration of the 500

th
 anniversary of the 

publication of Martin Luther’s commentary on the Magnificat, and every registrant will receive a pdf 
version of Luther’s commentary via email. This 
webinar series is a collaborative effort across 
the Service and Justice unit of the ELCA led by 
the Europe Desk through the ELCA Wittenberg 
Center, one of the ELCA’s ministries for which 
Rachel is responsible. The webinar is available 
in English and Spanish. You can register: here.  

  

As always, please feel free to be in touch--
Blessings to you and yours!  

 Zach, Rachel & Dorothy 

 
 

Monthly Financial Report 

November 2021 

 

Contributions  20 21  2020  Change 

Monthly   $  12,445  $   11,315 $  1,130 
YTD   $ 135,722 $ 137,988 $ (2,266) 

 

Operating Expenses 2021  2020  Change 

Monthly   $ 10,295  $   9,433  $      862 

YTD   $ 126,483 $ 115,028 $ 11,455 

 

Operating Cash 

Current Month  2021    $ 119,161 

Current Month  2020    $  101,788 

Current Month  2019    $    42,254 

November 2021 
7th Not recorded 

14th  44 

21st  41 

28th  38 

I am looking at holding a gathering which will be open to the public on the topic of “Is God Still 
there, and Does It Matter?”, though I am settling on details of that and when to propose presenting 
this as a public discussion.  I am in the process of trying to attract people who aren’t regular “9:30 
Sunday Morning” people to Vermont Lutheran and how we can address their needs and curiosities. 

 

Peace! 

Pastor Barry 

VERMONT LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES 
There was no meeting in November. 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZE9Oc33VtWXr4hU1vtxDjxDzcs53PZr5vgvjawP4_EbSED0E3ubfsjiRaJ0cEw5onVFQylWrLWBKLLXvDfu9DYsmbC4Wvhsddl5rGKaHpvgyQdq5EWgvq7HgGk7c32WfvRIQzvG47X9PQ7o2yzGZdDbTfnqgXqqbZavwhoUzOV57fy91muTrkr0bI_1ptF76oB1t0SLBLnpVwRH4YCYy_bBQoMOaWEAlttH
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZE9Oc33VtWXr4hU1vtxDjxDzcs53PZr5vgvjawP4_EbSED0E3ubfsjiRaJ0cEw5onVFQylWrLWBKLLXvDfu9DYsmbC4Wvhsddl5rGKaHpvgyQdq5EWgvq7HgGk7c32WfvRIQzvG47X9PQ7o2yzGZdDbTfnqgXqqbZavwhoUzOV57fy91muTrkr0bI_1ptF76oB1t0SLBLnpVwRH4YCYy_bBQoMOaWEAlttH
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZE9Oc33VtWXr4hU1vtxDjxDzcs53PZr5vgvjawP4_EbSED0E3ubfsjiRaJ0cEw5oT_F4yXMRcTeCbVUOCMs2dqhB_CBhiKOB22W22hl7FwB7xmSV-GZQv-K-cOXuKljDNaUZ5k6HFoxeAeFVy3c003vQwWSs9rCI1AugFnO94WxMS97Q9aJhiKNt187WkPn_T19CbwdC_9COvweKq1pcu7AHkq2L5MHb9yL
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 ELCA NEWS 
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ELCA NEWS  (continued) 

Watch “A People of Hope: Until All Are Fed” 
 
The recording for "A People of Hope: Until All Are Fed," the Oct. 14 benefit for ELCA World 
Hunger with Rick Steves, is now available to view at ELCA.org/EndHunger. This World Food 
Day celebration offers compelling interviews, stories from those who do the dynamic work of 
fighting hunger, and musical contributions from some of our favorite artists. Be sure to check 
out the video if you missed this great event or want to watch it again. 

 

Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service — Hope for the Holidays Campaign 
 
In an effort to bring hope and light to thousands of migrants in the United States, Lutheran 
Immigration and Refugee Service has launched its annual “Hope for the Holidays” campaign. 
The program collects cards and gifts for distribution at migrant detention centers across the 
country and at shelters along the border, reminding individuals and families that they are not 
forgotten during the holiday season. Access the 2021 tool kit, donate, and learn more at 
LIRS.org/Hope. 

https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fsupport.elca.org%2fsite%2fTR%3ffr_id%3d1431%26pg%3dentry&srcid=274758&srctid=1&erid=ebeff2d9-69a2-46d5-8d51-dd217bf55678&trid=ebeff2d9-69a2-46d5-8d51-dd217bf55678
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fwww.lirs.org%2ftake-action%2fhope-for-the-holidays%2f&srcid=274758&srctid=1&erid=ebeff2d9-69a2-46d5-8d51-dd217bf55678&trid=ebeff2d9-69a2-46d5-8d51-dd217bf55678
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fwww.lirs.org%2ftake-action%2fhope-for-the-holidays%2f&srcid=274758&srctid=1&erid=ebeff2d9-69a2-46d5-8d51-dd217bf55678&trid=ebeff2d9-69a2-46d5-8d51-dd217bf55678
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fsecure2.convio.net%2flirs%2fsite%2fDonation2%3fdf_id%3d4107%26mfc_pref%3dT%264107.donation%3dform1&srcid=274758&srctid=1&erid=ebeff2d9-69a2-46d5-8d51-dd217bf55678&trid=ebeff2d9-69a2-46d5-8d51-dd217bf5
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2flirs.org%2fHope&srcid=274758&srctid=1&erid=ebeff2d9-69a2-46d5-8d51-dd217bf55678&trid=ebeff2d9-69a2-46d5-8d51-dd217bf55678
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I               Call or email 

 

 

 

 

             to 

       

        Jan Cowan - 767-4616 -  jancowan@tds.net 
        Kay Rettenmund - 767-2328 - rett@tds.net.  

Visit Vermont’s Website:  

www.vermontlutheran.org 

Password:  God’sWork 

 

Log on to see all Vermont  

news and pictures!   

  

January Newsletter  
articles are due  
December 22nd 

to Elizabeth Herrling at 
vermont_church@tds.net 

Vermont Lutheran Church 

9886 Vermont Church Road 
Black Earth, WI   53515 

Telephone (608) 767-3312 
 

E-mail address:  Vermont_Church@tds.net 
Website:   vermontlutheran.org 

It is our time to build a legacy 

Become a member of the Legacy Fund.  Members of the Legacy Fund come from all walks of life 
and are united by a desire to preserve our beautiful Church and Cemetery. 
Vermont Lutheran Church owns and maintains a cemetery, historic church building and Gathering 
Place with a hilltop viewscape. Christian stewardship involves the faithful management of all the 

gifts God has given us, including accumulated, inherited and appreciated resources. Therefore, 
we created the Legacy Fund to encourage, receive and administer these gifts. 

Our goal is to generate a Legacy Fund of $1 Million dollars, or more. 

Through receipt of bequests, grants and/or gifts, contributions to the Legacy Fund and investment 
growth will serve two very important purposes now and into the future: 

 To purchase neighboring land for expansion of the cemetery; and/or 

 Provide funds for future maintenance of the cemetery and/or building and grounds needs of 
the Church. 

 
Any legacy member whose contribution totals $1,000 or more will be recognized with a brass 
plate on a prominently displayed plaque. Annual meeting reports will include all the names of 
those individuals who made a contribution of any amount that year. 


